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VOYAGE 


TO 

The cape OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA, 
SAMARANG, MACASSER, AMBOY NA, 
SURAT, &c. 

IN THE YEARS I774 — 1778. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Departure from Zealand. — III State of^ Health of 
the Crew. — Management with Regard to the Sick. 
--View of the IJland Madeira. — Some Particu- 
lars ref-peSting two Of the Crew who died. — View 
of the IJlands Sal. — ^Bonavista. — Mayo. — 
St. ago. —Anchorage in Porto Praya. — • 

Defcription of the Harbour. — Of the Town . — 
Defolate Condition of the Cape Verde IJlands. 
— Vijit to the Governor, and Vice-governor. 
— Departure from St. Jaco. — R^Mons on 
the Allowances of Water at Sea. Paffage 
ef the Line. — Account of fame Sea-birds.-^ 
Dreadful Storfns. — St^s of Land.— ‘‘Make the 
Land of Africa.— Tremendous Hurricane.— Con- 
tinued bad. Weather. — Twice driven off the Coafi. 
—Anchorage in False Bay. — Account rf the 
- Bay.— 
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£ay. Of the CaiRpany’s Buildings. — Englifi, 

md me French, Ships found bere.—MifunderJland- 
ing between the Government, and the French Cap- 
tdn.— Bow fettled.— Complaints at the Cape of the 
French. 

On thegth of March,i 774, the windhaving 
changed to e.n.e. I \dt Middkburgh in the 
morning, in company with the junior mer- 
chant, Van dee Stengh, and the under 
comptroller of equipment, Duifvoet, for 
Rammekens, where my thip, the Ouwerkerk, 
lay at anchor. 

As foon as we were on board, we fent 
for the pilot, and the mafter of the Com- 
pany’s pilot-hoy j who thinking the oppor- 
tunity for failing a favourable one, we 
Weighed anchor at ten o’clock, and fet fail. 
Prefently after, the pilot-hoy, by bad ma- 
nagement, run athwart our bow, fo that we 
were in great danger of doing, or receiving, 
damage, or of being forced aground, upon the 
flat called the kloot, or ball. Fortunately, 
however, we got away from each other, 
without either of us receiving any damage 
of confideration. 

In the mean time, it was reported to 

me. 
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me, that the fhrgeon of the fhip, who had 
been very ill for fome days, was upon the 
point of death, which made me determine 
upon propofing to the under comptroller of 
equipment, to caft anchor before Fiujhing, 
infteaS of proceeding to the place called the 
Put, or Pit j the more fo, as I Ihould then 
have a better opportunity of receiving fur- 
ther orders from the honourable the board of 
diredlors, in cafe they made any fcruple of 
fending the fhip to fea, with a dying fhrgeon* 
and between feventy and eighty of the crew 
on the licklifl;. 

Hereupon I received orders from Mr,- 
Van Burgt, through the comptroller of 
equipment, to proceed to fea the next day, 
if I myfelf made no difficulty refpcdting the 
fituation of the fhrgeon, which, to fay the 
truth, I did not; and therefore, I weighed 
anchor at nine a.m. and got under fail, with 
a ftiff gale at e.n.e. At eleven o’clock, 
we cleared the land, carrying little fail, till 
eight p.M. when we changed our courfe to 
s.w. by s. We run under double-reefed 
topfails, during the night, and on the 
next morning, being the iith of March, 

juft 
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juft before funrife, we came in fight of the 
coafts of England and France. We then 
carried a prefs of fail ; at eight o’clock we 
paffed Dover, and afterwards the Shingles, 
and at noon, we run clofe in with Beachy- 
head, to put the pilot on board the hoy, 
the mafter of which told mcj he Ihould 
keep company with me, as far as the Start 
Point, if I did not keep.too far off Ihore. 

I difpatched feyeral letters by the pilot, 
and among others, one to the honourable 
the board of direftors of Zealand, to inform 
them of my progrels thus far, in fafety, and 
that, when I muftered the ftiip’s crew upon 
failing, there were fix failors mifiSng. 

We got Jight of the Me oi Wight in the 
evening, and the next day, at fiinrile, of 
the bill of Portland. We prefently after- 
wards hailed the mafter of the hoy, and in- 
formed him, that we had feventy-five fick j 
but, further, all well. We wiftied.each 
other a profperous voyage, apd fteered for 
the Start Point. 

At ten o’clock a.m. the hoy faluted us 
with feven guns, which we returned with 
the fame number ftie then fteered clofer in 

fliore, 
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fliore, having to call at Falmouth for an an- 
chor, which one of the Company’s Ihips had 
left behind there. 

We took our laft obfervation of the land, 
being the Start Point, an hour before lun- 
fet, and in a Ihort time we loll: light of it, 
and, together with it, Europe, for a con-, 
liderable period, fetting our courfe s.w. 
by w. 

Nothing happened worthy of remark till 
the 17th of March, exceptthat we faw feveral 
Ihips, and that two of our men died. We were 
then encountered by a violent llorm, at firll 
from the s-w. but afterwards from w.n.w. 
and N.w. which continued till the 19th, 
with an angry and mountainous lea, by 
which the Ihip llrained and heeled very 
much. This awakened in thofe who had 
never been at fea, elpecially in the junior 
merchant (the fupercargo), and the com- 
mander of the foldiers, the greateft appre- 
henfion of death ; it made lb deep an im- 
preffion upon' the latter, in particular, that 
he was continually at prayers, upon his 
knees, though he was not otherwife very 
religious. So we may fee that fear produces 

what 
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what the ftrongeft arguments, and moft earn- 
efl: exhortations, have failedto efFedt. 

At noon, on the 1 9th of March, the ftorm 
had entirely fubfided ; we availed of this op- 
portunity to repair the little damage which 
we had received. 

The favourable wind which we then 
had, did not continue fo, longer than the 
evening of the next day, when we met with 
calms and contrary winds. We had, how- 
ever, now paffed Cape Finijlerret the north- 
weft point of GalHcia. 

The wind remained contrary, though 
with fine weather, till the 23d of March, 
when the foutheriy wind veered to eaft, and 
n.e. with good weather, which, in the lati- 
tudes we were in, to the north of the line, 
is rather a fingular circumftance ; for, ge- 
nerally, when the wind turns againft the 
courfe of the fun, it is accompanied by very 
bad, thowery, and windy weather, which 
does not change till the wind returns round 
the fame way it came, to the north, of 
which we had a ftriking example in the laft 
ftorm. 

On the 24th of March, a failor died, who 

was 
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was the fourth, fince our departure from 
Zealand ; certainly a fmall number, in com^ 
parifon with the numerous fick, with which 
we had put to fea j thefe were now re- 
duced to fixty-fix, and they were daily get- 
ting better. 

They that recovered, undoubtedly owed 
their cure, more to the operations of nature, 
than to the medicines which were admini- 
flered to them. 

The furgeon was very ill, and wholly 
incapable of vifiting the patients. One of 
his mates was equally fick, and the two 
others, did not even poffefs fufficient Ikill 
in their art, to diftinguifh the difeafe, much 
lels to prefcribe the necefiary remedies ; lb 
that, as 1 afterwards underllood, Icarcely 
any thing was adminiftered to the poor tai- 
lors, but rob fambucl, and Jpiritus nitri dulcisy 
with a copious lupply of drink. 

I had likewile oblerved, when we were 
lying at anchor, in the road of Rammekens, 
and had one hundi’ed and fourteen fick, and 
daily deaths, that after the furgeon fell ill, 
their number decrealed fi-om day to day. 

On my part, I had put every means in 
pradlice, from the moment that this extra- 
ordinary 
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ordinary degree of ficknefs manifefted it- 
felf, if not to remove it, at leaft to arreft 
its progrefs, and fbften its malignity. 

For this purpofe, I ordered the places 
where the fick lay, to be cleaned out every 
day, without, however, fuffering any water 
to be ufed in fcouring, or otherwife, be- 
tween the decks ; for due confideration, and 
my experience on former voyages, had 
taught me, that the moift exhalation from 
the wet that remains behind, contributes 
greatly to encreafe the corruption of the air 
imprilbned in thefe narrow places. 

Frefh air was fupplied in every poffible 
manner, as well by the ufual openings of 
the (hip, as by means of the ventilators, 
cool-fail, &c. The fick were (hifted from 
time to time ; their bedding aired ; their 
ordure was not fuffered to remain below in 
open buckets, but was immediately carried 
up, in clofed cafes j their hands and faces 
were wafhed every morning with vinegar ; 
their mouths rinfed ; and the whole of the 
fick- ward was daily fumigated with juniper- 
berries, and (prinkled with vinegar. 

By putting all thefe means in pra 61 :ice, I 
was fortunate enough, to moderate the 

great 
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great heat, which, in a place, where more 
than one hundred fick were crouded to- 
gether, muft have been exceffive ; fo that 
at night, it did not differ more than lo* 
from that of my own cabin, which I afcer- 
tained by hanging two fimilar thermometers 
in each place. 

While we were at Rammekensy the di- 
redtors contributed greatly to the alleviation 
and refrefhment of thefe wretched failors, 
in their Hate of debility and diftrefs, by 
fending them a daily fupply of frefh meat 
and greens, in which the part of the crew 
that were in health alfo participated; I caufed 
a nourifhiiig fbup to be made for the fick, 
of the meat, every day ; and, when at fea, 
I continued this practice, with regard to the 
fick, at noon : in the morning, I gave them 
grout, with prunes, mixed with white wine 
and fugar ; and in the evening, bread foak- 
ed in beer, and fweetened with treacle. 

I made the convaiefcents walk for one 
or two hours, every day, or as long as their 
flrength would allow, between the upper and 
middle decks, where the air was frefher than 
in the fick-ward, and not lb cold as upon 
the upper deck. 


When 
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When they had continued this, for a few 
days, they came above, in fine weather, in 
order to regain their loft ftrength, by in- 
haling the pure fea-air, and at the fame time, 
to warm themfelves in the rays of the fun, 
which encreafed in force every day. But 
I did not fuffer them to do any duty, till 
they were perfedlly reftored to their former 
ftrength, and fully able to perform the ufiial 
Slip’s work. 

But, to return to our voyage. On the 
24th of March, we law two fmall land- 
birds, which made me conclude that we 
were more to the eaftward, or clofer in 
with the land, than we computed by the 
Slip’s reckoning ; the more fo, as in tra- 
verfing the bay of Bifcay, wc had daily 
found ourfelves more fouthward than our 
eftiraation, which I attributed to a current 
running to the s.e. and which continually 
fets into that bay from the eafbvard. 

The favourable wind which we got, after 
theft little adverfities, carried us, on the 
27th of March, in fight of the iSand Ma- 
deira, the weft part of which we diftovcred 
half an hour before lunftt. This was con- 
fiderably different from my expedlation j for 

I had 
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I had depended, from the reafons above- 
mentioned, that we fhould have been to the 
eaftward of our reckoning : whereas, the 
contrary proved to be the cafe, as we found 
ourfelves twenty-two leagues to the weft- 
ward of it. 

This is a lingular circumftance, for of 
twenty fhips, there is fcarcely one that has a 
wefterly mifreckoning here; in general they 
are all to the eaftward of their computation; 
owing to the indraught of the currents, both 
into the bay of Bifcay, and into the bend 
between Cape St. Vincent^ and Cape Can- 
tin, in which laft they fet ftrongly to the 
eaft, towards the Straits of Gibraltar: in 
our cafe, the contrary feems to have taken 
place. 

I had myfelf fo little expedlation of feeing 
the land on that fide, that although, in the 
afternoon, the Iky bore, in that quarter, 
much the appearance of land, ftie wing like 
the haze of thick clouds, hanging over 
high land, as Madeira is, and in the lame 
manner as I had before leen that illand 
overhung with clouds, I faid to one of my 
lieutenants, that if the Iky had the fame 
appearance to the weftward, as it now Ihew- 

■ ed 
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ed to the eaft, I fhould think that it was 
Madeira, but that there was .no probability 
of its being, to the eaftward of us. We, 
however, faw it, in that quarter, though but 
a fmall part of its eaftern extremity was 
vifible t© us, the reft of the iflaiid remaining 
hid, by the clouds above, and by a thick haze 
below. 

Towards evening we loft fight of it, and 
fteered our courfe, in order to run fifteen 
or twenty leagues to the weft ward of the 
illands Palma and Fuego, the moft wefterly 
of the Canary iflands, and afterwards to the 
eaftward oi the Cape Verde iflands. 

Gn the 28th of March, died one Joa- 
chim Van Wieken, a native of Riga, 
where he had been a capital mei chant, and 
to the moft confiderable of the inhabitants 
of which place he was related. He had 
been unfortunate in bis bufinels, partly by 
a too implicit confidence, and partly by his 
own careleffnefs and negligence, fo that he 
was obliged to quit his trade, and native 
place, and to feek his fortune elfewhere. 

This man came to me at Middleburgh in 
the month of November, requefting to be 
enlifted as a foldier for India, in my ftiip. 

As 
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As he was very well drefled, and had per- 
fe^lly the manners and appearance of a 
gentleman, I was much furprized at his 
application. I endeavoured, as much as 
poffible, to perfuade him to abandon his 
purpofe, by laying before him, the danger 
and inconvenience of fo long a voyage, and 
the dilagreeable treatment he was likely to 
meet with in fo low a ftation ; it was, how- 
ever, all in vain, he was fixed in his refo- 
lution to undertake the voyage ; afluring me 
that the focond in command of the Com- 
pany’s fadtory at Banjermqfing-, in the ifland 
of Borneo, was his coufin ; and that this 
perfon had, feveral times, written to his fa- 
mily, that one of them Ihould come over 
to him ; that he was rich, and, though mar- 
ried, had no children ; that whoevei- came 
to him Ihoiild be his heir, &c. Van 
WiEKLEN now wanted to try this refource 
for reeftablilhing his ruined affairs, if poflible. 

I endeavoured to convince him, how little 
reafon there was, to indulge in fuch ex- 
pedlations, as his relatioE might be dead 
before he reached India, or he might have 
children, -or have changed his mind ; that, 
in fuch a cafe, he would not only have per- 
formed 
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formed a long 'and difficult voyage to no 
purpofe, but he would befides find himfelf 
in a remote and ilrange country, where he 
knew no body, and whither he had no in- 
trodudion, or recommendation } that he 
would wander about without refburce, and 
would be' obliged to perform the hard du- 
ties of that fervice in which he was en- 
ffaeed, and to which he would not find him- 
felf competent. 

Nothing, however, could make him wa- 
ver in his determination ; and, 1 therefore 
engaged him as a failor, becaufe, if his 
views proved abortive, it would be eafier 
for him to leave the Indies, as a failor, than 
as a foldier. 

As foon as he came on board, I had him 
lodged in the gunroom, and excufed him 
from performing the duty of a failor. 

The reigning difbrder on board at- 
tacked him, foon after we were at fea, and 
fnatching him from life, and his golden 
dreams of future wealth, gave him up a 
prey to the fifhes of the deep. So are the 
plans of prudence, and the projedls of te- 
merity, baffled by the decrees of providence, 
and however far advanced towards their 


com- 
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completion, the idle vifion is diflipated, in 
a moment, by the breath of heaven. 

The day before, we had loft one Mat- 
thew Joseph Agoo, a native of LiegCt 
who, when he came on board, told me, that 
he was a teacher of the Latin, French, Italian, 
and German languages. A few days after- 
wards, he began to Ihew figns of infanity, 
and defired to be iet on-Ihore. I alked him, 
whether he had any reafbn to complain of 
bad treatment? which he anfwered in the 
negative ; adding, however, “ that his def- 
“ tiny called him on fhore, and not on 
“ board a ftiip.” I endeavoured to con- 
vince him of the contrary, by ftating that 
my deftiny, as well as his, and that of the 
whole of the Ihip’s crew, called us to go 
the voyage to India. Upon this he laid, 
“ that, in order to be perfedlly eafy, he 
“ muft have his wife and children on 
“ board.” When this was refufed him, tie 
begged again to be let on Ihore, promiling 
by all that was lacred, that he would be- 
come a capuchin. I foon faw that little 
was to be done with him, and left him, 
direfting my officers to take particular care 
of him, efpecially that he Ihould not be ill 

treated. 
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treated. The next morning, at feven 
o’clock, as he was {landing by the main- 
chains, he fuddenly, bidding his fhipmates 
farewel, fprang overboard ; fortunately, one 
of the failors, who was leaning out of a 
porthole between the decks, caught him by 
the hair of his head, or he would have been 
carried away by the ftream. When he was 
{afe on board again, I had him put in irons 
for four-and-twenty hours, after which he 
leemed to have come to his fenfes again. I 
took this opportunity of afking him who he 
was, and further particulars about his pa- 
rentage, fituation, &c. His {lory was as 
follows : 

“ He was born,” he faid, “ at Lieget and 
“ had early been educated there, by the Je- 
“ fuits, for a learned profelhon, and had even, 
“ in fome meafure, engaged himfelf in their 
** fraternity, ikfterwards he had left Ltegg, 

“ and had lived for a long time in Ger^ 

“ many, particularly at Prague. He then 
met with a German nobleman, who 
“ made him tutor to his children.. A little 
time afterwards, he became acquainted 
“ with a young woman, whom he married, 

“ and by whom he had three children. Af- 
ter 
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“ ter his marriage, he went, with his wife, 
to reiide at. a place in Germany y where he 
“ had a comfortable livelihood for himfelf 
and his fannily, till, after having lived 
“ for feveral years in happinefs, he was 
“ overtaken by a misfortune, which in- 
“ volved them all in diftrels and mifery, 
“ Among his books, he had one, entitled, 
“ La Pierre Philofopbale, which was moft 
“ ftridtly prohibited at that place. His 
“ wife being once 'in converfation with one 
“ of her neighbours, on fuch fubjefls, laid, 
“ in the fimpUcity of her heart, that her 
“ hufband had that book in his poffeffion •; 
“ upon which the other begged to look 
“ at it, and afterwards to borrow it, pro- 
“ mifing to return it the next day ; but in- 
*'• ftead of keeping his word, he carried it 
“ diredly to the officers of juftice; who 
“ immediately feized upon the property of 
“ the unfortunate delinquent, and would 
“ equally have fecured his perfon, had he 
“ not faved himfelf by flight. Upon this, 
“ he returned to Liege, to fee whether he 
“ could not raife feme money, for the affift- 
“ ance of his diftrefled family, left behind 
“ in ; not fucceeding It thisj he 

“ went 
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« went to MaefirkhU intending to enlift as 
« a Ibldier, but he had there been inveigled 
« away, bv one of the under-crimps, em- 
« ployed by the perfons, who procure re- 
« cruits, for the Dutch Eaft-Iridia Com- 
« pany’s fervice, in which he had been in- 
« duced to engage, and had thus become 
« a foldier, on board of the fliip Ouwer- 

After we loft fight of the ifland Maaeira, 
we had ftiff gales, from the north and n.e. 
which carried us fwiftly along, and, on the 
I ft of April, we pafled the tropic of cancel , 
without any thing worthy of notice, except 
that, on that day, the fea appeared very 
turbulent, with ftrong ripplings of currents. 
The heat was not very confiderable, for the 
thermometer did not reach to 70 ^ in the 
warmeftpart of the day. Our fick were 
daily recovering, and we had every profpea, 
that we fliould ftiortly be without, a fingle 
man unfit for duty. 

At nine o’clock, a;M. on the 4th of April, 
we faw the ifland Sal, the northwefternmoft 
of the Cape Ferde iflands. We here came 
to a determination of touching at St. Jago, 

to fee whether we could not get a fupply 

of 
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of water, and of refreihments, for onr fick, 
and for thofe who had recovered, but were 
weakly, and were threatened with the 
fcurvyr 

A Ihort time before noon, we faw the 
ifland Bonavijia, along the eaft fide of which, 
we failed at two leagues diftance, and to- 
wards the evening, we loft fight of it again. 

The next morning, at funrife, we faw 
the ifland MayOy and we failed to the 
eaftward of it, at the diftance of a £hort 
league. 

All thefe iflands appeared very barren, 
and burnt up. Neither . trees, nor grafs, 
were to be feen ; nothing but bare rocks, 
and breakers on. all fides, which, however, 
appeared not to extend more than a quarter 
of. a league from the ftiore. 

Having paired this ifland, we fteered for 
that of St. JagOt and running in fight of it, 
and clofe in with the Ihore, we made the 
point of Porto Pray a, which equally appear- 
ed very arid and fcorched, and the hills 
were even become red from the parching 
climate. 

Juft before we came to the point of Porto 

Praya^ 
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we few an inlet, or bay, which 13 

called the Fal/e Bay of Praya. 

In the deepeft part of this bay, there was 
a little grove of cocoanut-trees, and a feW 
houfes *, but a heavy furf -broke all along the 
Ihore. This is eafily to be diftinguilhed 
from the true bay of Praya, as the eaft point 
of the latter is high, fteep, and without 
breakers, and that of the former is very low, 

and furrounded by heavy breakers. 

We ran clofe along the eaft point of: 
Perto Praya, about a piflolfhot from the 
Ihore, and let drop our common bower-an- 
chor, under the ftern of a large Englilh 
Ihip, in eleven fathoms, black fandy bbttom; 
but as it would not hold, we likewife ran 
out our beft bower, to whichT the Ihip bore 


up. 

We had in the mean time been driven, by 
the force of the wind, to within three cables’ 
length of the weft point, which is nothing 
but a range of rocks, fo that we were in the 
utmoft danger, and could not carry out any 
other anchor to virarp us off, as the gale was 
tooftrong. 

We found fix fhips lying at anchor here ; 

namely. 
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namely, an Englifli Eaft-Indiaman, bound to 
Bengali two French velTels for Mauritius ^ 
and three Portuguefe for Brazil. 

Porto Pray a is fituated, according to my 
obfervation there, in north latitude, 14° 50', 
at the moft fouthern part of the ifland St. 

It is a pretty deep bay, formed to the eaft 
by the beforemcntioned point, whenc6 the 
land trends to the north, to the deepeft part 
of the bay. This eaftern Ihore is very high 
and mountainous ; at the . end of the bay, a 
little to the weft, there is a vei-y indifferent 
fortification, upon a little eminence, which 
is called the caftle, and upon which, th». 
Portuguefe enfign is hoifted, when any fhip' 
arrive. 

The land then turns, in a foutherly direc- 
tion, with high mountains, ending in a range 
of rocks, very little elevated above the fur- 
face of the fea, which form the weft point of 
the bay. 

Almoft in the middle, between the weft 
point and the caftle, about two cables' length 
from the ftiore, there is a fmall ifland, which, 
by the eye, appears to be about thirty feet 
perpendicular out of the wa*er. It is flat at 

top. 
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top, like a table, and about eight hundred 
feet in circumference, by computation. 
The French call it rijle aux Cailles. The 
fcaraen who die in the harbour, are buried 
there. 

Boats, but no fhips, can pafs between this 
ifland, and the weft there; the paffage is 
filled with funken rocks. 

The ciftern, whence the tlnips take in 
their water, is at the bottom of the hill \ipon 
which the caftle is built ; and in common 
feafons, if drawn dry in the evening, is full 
again the next morning, though the water 
itfelf is not very good, being more or Icfs 
brackifti. 

The town of Praya confifts of a few 
fcattered huts of wood and clay. There are 
no more than two or three brick buildings, 
which even can fcarcely be called houfes, 
and which are inhabited by the governor and 
vice-governor. 

There is nothing very attractive in the ap- 
pearance of the whole ; and the dry and 
parched look of the country, indicates fuffi- 
ciently that it is fituated in the middle of the 
torrid zone. 

Being confined on boards partly by ill 

health, 
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tealth, and by the dangerous fituation of my 
fhip, which required my conftant prefence, 
I did not go on fhore to fee every thing my- 
fclf, but I noted down the information I re- 
teived from my officers. 

As foon as we were fafe at anchor, and 
had faluted the king’s flag with feven guns, 
and were anfwered with the fame number, 
I fent the boat on (hore with my officers, to 
inform the governor of my arrival, and to 
requefl: that I might be fupplied with water 
and refrefliments. 

They brought me information in return, 
that no refrefliments were to be procured at 
the iflaud, it not having rained for more 
than nine months ; and that the diftrels for 
provifions was fo great, that the inhabitants 
were in great danger of periflilng with fa- 
mine, if the fliip with provifions, which had 
been long ago written for from Portugal^ did 
not ipeediiy liiake her appearance * ; that 

there 

* This drought was, in efFcA, fallowed, ia the fame year, 
by a general famine in the Cape Ferde iflauds, in which many 
hundreds of people periflied for want. The commander of a 
Dutch fhip, wWch touchedat during this diftrefsful 

feafon, received feveral-of the natives, with their wives and 

children, 
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there was very little water, for that the 
crews of the Ihips which lay at anchor here, 
were employed, night and day, in drawing 
out the leaft water that came into the 
ciftern ; fo that if we could, at rooft, obtain 
two leagers a day, we might think ourfelves 
very well off j and this quantity was no more 
than we wanted every day, for our con- 
fumption. 

Asfoon as they landed, they were con- 
duced by the centinel, whofe mufquet was 

who fold themfelves to him, in order to efcaje the 
dreadful confequences of want. He carried them to the Cape 
gf GW and fold them there ; but when the government 
was informed of it, he was ordered to redeem them at his own 
expence, to carry them back to their native country, and to 
bring a certificate from the Portuguefe governor, importing the 
execution of thefe orders. The circumftances of thefe iflands 
feem not to have been ameliorated fince ; for, in 1 792, when^ 
theLion flopped at on her outward paflage to China, the 

ifland was in an abfolute ftate of famine. Little or no rain had 
fallen there for about three years before. The rivers were, al- 
moft all, entirely dry. The furface of the earth was, in gene- 
ral, deftiiutc of herbage. The greatefl part of the cattle had 
already prriftied, not lefs through drought, than want of food. 
Of the inhabitants, many had migrated, many were famiftied 
to death. It is remarkable, that, in oppoCiion to the prefent 
jarcbed and defolate flate of thefe iflands, the frequent {bowers, 
which were obferved by the firft navigi.tors, who touched at 
this identical place, the ifland of St. Jago, induced them to 
give it the name of Plmiiah. 7 ". 


without 
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without a lock, to the governrnent-houici 
which made a very wretched appearance, 
where they had to wait, till the governor was 
in readiuels to receive them. They thought 
that he had firft to drels himfelf, as they iaw 
clothes carried in doors. 

At laft being condu61ed in, they were re- 
ceived by his excellency, without a coat, 
and in his waiftcoat, having his hair turned 
up fmooth over the head, and making, upon 
the whole, a ftrange figure *. He men- 
tioned, among other things, that the out- 
ward-bound 'Eaft-India Company’s Ihips, 
Honkoopy the Feldhoen, Zuidbevelandy and 
Bothland, had lain at anchor here, from the 
2 ad of January till the 12 th of February 
laft, that they had brought many fick with 
them, and left many dead behind them. 

The funaiture of the chamber of audience, 
Confifted of two chairs, a fmall table, and 
two little pi6hires hung againft the wall : in 
the middle, it was divided acrois by a mat, 

* The name and ftyle of this auguft perfonage, was Don 
Joachim SalaMa Saldanha de Lobos, governor general, 

fur the crown of Portugal, of the Cape de Verde on the main 
land of Africa, ^nd of the Cape de Verde iflaads oppofite to 

'it*./: 


and 
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and the part on the other fide ferved for a 
kitchen. 

They were then carried to the vice-go- 
vernor,' who- was dreffed in a red cloth coat, 
with gold lace, and a large pair of Ipe^lacles 
npon his nofe. His abode was alfo furnilhed 
fotnething better. Againfi: the wall hung 
three watches, and a little wooden cuckow- 
clock, which he faid had been given to him 
by a Dutch captain. In one corner of the 
rcom lay feveral folio books, which feemed 
to be-in a very fhabby condition. 

Wherever they came, they were impor- 
tuned by the common people for affiftance 
of provifions. There was even a Portuguefe, 
who, by bis drefs, feemed to be an officer, 
and who offered one of my men ten Spanilh 
dollars, to be taken on board my fhipv pro- 
mifing to do the duty of a common failor, if 
he could but ^et away from this wretched 
country, where he expected in a fhort time 
to die of hunger. 

As I now found that neither any refrefh- 
ments, nor any water, were to be procured 
here, 1 determined to depart with all fpeed, 
arid profecute my voyage. I left two letters 
to be fui warded to Holland, one of which 


was 
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was for the direflors of the Eaft-India Gom** 
pany, informing them of the.fitualion of my 
£hip and crew. Ifent thegovemortwosr three 
cheefe, and I'ome ftockfifh, to induce him to 
take particular care of my letters; he re- 
ceived my prefent with many thanks, and 
affured me, he would. Without fail, difpatch 
the letters by fome opportunity for Europe. 

On the yth of April, early in the morning, 
we began to heave our anchors ; but the 
common bower came home without a ftock, 
and with all the force we could bring to man 
the capftan, we could not move the heft 
bower ; we, therefore, determined to cut the 
cable, to get the Ihip out of her dangerous 
fituation, which we did, and got under tail 
about half paft feven o’clock. 

The firfl: day after we left Si. yago., it blew 
hard from the n.e. , but the wind flackened 
in the following days ; though w'e retained 
the N.E. tradewind till the 14th of April, in 
4® north latitude ; where we met with 
calms and variable winds, accompanied by 
thunder, lightning, and heavy Ihowers of 
ram. 

We availed of this opportunity to catch 
fome rain-water, and, for two mornings 

running. 
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running, we iecured feven or eight leagers, 
though the heavy rain did not laft longer 
than two hours each time. This allowed 
me, with greater eafe, to give the men plenty 
of water ; by which I had the good fortune 
to find, that in a hot and unhealthy climate, 
where the thermometer was frequently 
above 82°, my Ihip was without a finglefick 
man, except one of my lieutenants, and a 
gunners’ mate, who had both, for years 
before, been valetudinarians. 

To the circumftance of being able to give 
them a plentiful allowance of w^ter, I chiefly 
attributed the healthinels of my crew, dur- 
ing the remainder of the voyage; and I have 
found, by experience, that jio more water is 
expended, by having an open water-cafle upon 
deck, than when the crew are put upon an 
allowance of ten muts * per day, if care be 
taken that none of it be Ipilt, or unnecefla- 
rily expended, which may eafily be prevent- 
ed by placing a centinel at the water-calk. 

The realon why the men derive more 
benefit from it, hi this way, is, that the lame 
quantity then ferves them for four or five 

About two pints and a half# ST# 

draughts, 
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<lraughts, which they otherwife confume at 
once,' in the moraing (the time when the 
allowance is given out), partly out of greedi- 
nels, or from the thirft which they have fuf- 
fered during the night, and partly becaulc 
they have no means of keeping the re- 
mainder of their allowance. Hence, when 
they have thus drank up all at orice, in the 
morning, they muft, in a burning climate, 
endure the moft dreadful thirft, for the re- 
mainder of the four-and-twenty hours, 
which is not a little aggravated by the fait 
and- dry nature of their provifions. 

I likewife took particular care that every 
thing was kept clean and neat between the 
decks, and conftantly fumigated with gun- 
powder, juniper-berries, and frankincenle, 
as well as Iprinkled' with vinegar. When 
the calms and heat were exceffive, I had two 
or three quarts of lemon-juke, put into a 
leager of water, which proved very refrefli- 
ing to the crew, and I mixed gentian-root, 
jefuits’ bark, and orange-peel, in their al- 
low'^ance of fpirits : all which had a decided 
good effedl upon the health of my people. 

Calms, light, variable, and contrary 
winds, and currents, which laft, I found, by 

two 
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two obfervatlons, fet ftrongly to the north- 
weft ward, accompanied-.us, before we paffed 
the line, till the 25th of; April, on which day, 
at nooHii we were in o® 56: fouth latitude. 

This was a day of joy and merriment. I 
had fome hogs and flieep killed, and like wife 
fome excellent foup made, to .which a fuffi- 
cient quantity of lemon-rj.uiqe was added ; .and 
their good cheer, both at noon and at night, 
which was encreafed by .half a pint of punch, 
which I gave to each man, fd exhilarated 
the crew, that all was boifterous joviality, 
with repeated fbngs, and uncouth dances, fo 
that we rather feemed to be at a. country- 
wake, than on board of a^ftiip, bound on . a 
diftant voyage. 

My latisfadlion was enhanced by the re- 
fledion, that we had not one fick man on 
board, and that all the people looked as halq 
and frefli, as if they were juft come from 
ihore. 

As foon as we had paffed the line, the fea 
fwarmed with fifli, albicores, bonitbs, flying- 
fijh, and iharks; and we caught a great 
many, which proved a feafonable and agree- 
able refrefhrtient to the crew. 

On the 9th of May, we had pafted the 

Abrolbos 
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Abrolhos fhoals, and- the next day the iflands 
of Trinidad Afcenfion \ i wiflied much 
to have feen the laft, but could difcover no 
appearance of land, not even any birds, 
which made me think, that we were more to 
the eaftward than we computed. 

Two days afterwards, in 23I® fouth lati- 
tude, under the tropic of capricorn, we. loft 
the eaft tradewind, and met with variable 
winds, moftly from the s. w. with which we 
fteered s.e. till in 281°, thence e.s.e. till in 
33®', then eaft by Ibuth, till in 34!®, being 
the latitude of the weft point of F^^-bay, 
and laftly eaft, in a diredt line for the fame. 

On the 19 th of May, we faw, for the firft 
time, the birds called cape-pigeons *. Thefe 
birds belong to the genus of gulls, and are of 
the fize of our lea-gulls, but have not ftwjh 
long and pointed wings, and are heavier of 
flight. The head, and the back of the neck, 
are quite black, as is the tail, and the end of 
the wings, which are otherwife, together 
with the back, variegated with black and 
white fpots ; the breaft and belly are entirely 
white. Thefe birds are met with, in large 

^ A diverSty of the fpecies lams catarrbaBes. T. 

flocks. 
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ffocks, both to the eaft, and to the weft, of 
the Cape of Good Hope, efpeciallv in ftormy 
weather. 

Befides thefe, we faw likewife a number 
of other birds, moft of which belonged to 
the genus of gulls. Gf thefe, the mantel- 
meeumn * were the handlbmeft ; they arc 
about half as large again as the former, of a 
fnowwhite colour, with black wings. Like- 
wife another fort, of the fame fize, which 
were wholly black, with yellow bills. 

We faw alfo the dead body of a noord~ 
kaper, or Ipermaceti-whale “j-, floating by 
us ; we guefled it to be fifty feet in length : 
a great number of cape-pigeons, and other 
fea-birds, were fitting and feeding upon it. 

Till the 23d of May, we had almoft con- 
tinually had the fineft and moft agreeable 
weather that can be defired at lea, and which 
had only been interrupted, now and then, 
though very feldom, by a Ihort ftorm. 

We now, however, began to experience 
a change. The wind blew harder from day 
to day; the fca ran higher; the ftin was 

* Tlie la US marmf, or great black and white gull of 

Feuuant. 

f Phjftm macTKtphaht. 
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fbmetimes hidden from us for entire days ; 
the'cold encreafed fo much, that the ther- 
mometer declined, at timeSj even in the 
middle of the day, to 56° ; fo that all con- 
fpired to prove to us, that the winter, or bad 
monfoon, is as unplealant in thefe parts, as 
the months of November and December are 
in Europe ; I muft, however, except froft, 
but inftead of it, we had violent fliowers of 
rain and hail. 

Although the winds blew hard, and often 
encreafed into a ftorm, with a high-runningf 
fea, yet they Ihortened our paflage, as they 
were conftantly favourable. 

On the 29th of May, however, the wind 
had encreafod to fuch a pitch, that although, 
with relpedt to the point whence it blew, 
it was favourable for us, we were obliged 
to lye by, as the mountainous waves were 
no more to be avoided, and threatened to 
overwhelm us at every time ; in addition 
to which, the head- way of the fliip was lb 
great, that we could fcarcely fteer her. 

The next day, the wind abated a little, fo 
that we could again make foil, and follow 
our courfo. 

We had, however, a continuance of high 

winds. 
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winds, efpecially from the n.w. with rain and 
dark weather; and fometimes it fuddenly 
veered, with a violent Iquail, to the s.w. 
after which it generally grew more calm. 

From the 2 5th of May to the 3d of June, 
we had failed over a fpace of three hundred 
and forty German leagues ; at noon, on 
that day, the wind began to encreafe in vio- 
lence fromthe weftward, and in the evening, 
it had grown into a ftorm, with dark rainy 
weather, fo that we were obliged to hand 
almoft all our fails. 

This, however, was nothing compared 
to the next day, the 4th of June, when, 
about eight o’clock, a.m. the tempeft blew 
with fuch dreadful violence, and in fuch 
heavy Iqualls, tliat it exceeded all deicription. 
The ftupendous waves, which feemed to 
reach the clouds, broke againft, and fome- 
times over, the fhip with fuch force, that had 
we not had a flufli-deck, that is, one that 
lies even from ftem to ftern, I do not believe 
that we Ihould have prelerved one of our 
mails, not to lay any thing of worfe ac- 
cidents. 

Fortunately, both wind and fea began to 

abate 
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abate towards the evening, we fhould other- 
have paffed a very dilinal night. 

After midnight, when the wind had veer- 
ed to s.w. the weather cleared up a little; 
and we again let our fails, and purfued our 
courfe, without having luftered any material 
damage. 

We had favourable wefterly winds, al- 
though generally blowing hard, with hazy 
weather, till the 8th of June, when they 
changed to s.e. with the new moon, and 
thus turned againft us exadlly a day too loon ; 
as, by all figns, namely, the variation of the 
compals, the feeing of feals, trumpet- weed, 
petrels and pintados, and the change -in the 
colour of the water, we were warranted in 
our expedlations of feeing land the next day. 

The S.E. and eaft winds continued till the 
15th of June, when it fell calm. But, to- 
wards noon, we got a breeze from the s.w. 
with which we endeavoured to make fome 
northing, as we found ourfelves in the fbuth 
latitude of 35I®. 

On the 17th, we experienced a fudden 
change, and a heavy fquall from the weft 
and N.w. 

As we thought ourfelves lb near the land, 

we 
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we durft not ftand on with this wind, which 
was accompanied by thunder, lightning, and 
hail, but towards evening, we took in all oiir 
fails, except the main and mizen ftayfails, 
under which we lay by during the night. 

The fea, forced on by the violence of the 
rain and hail, ran fo high, and broke with fo 
much violence againft the fides of the Ihip, 
that ihe was frequently under water to lee- 
ward, as far as the hatches, and the yard- 
arms fwept the furface of the fea. 

This weather continued till the 19th, when 
the wind abated a little, and enabled us to 
make fail. la the forenoon, we fleered 
n.e. in order to make the land. In the af- 
ternoon, we faw two feals and a whale, 
which made us exped to difcover the land 
every moment; but the weather growing 
hazy, and the evening beginning to fall, we 

again loft all hope of it. 

In order, however, that we might not 
overfhoot the land, we judged it advifable, to 

bring to, and wait till daylight. 

W^e founded with a line of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms, but found no bottom. But 
at half paft nine in the evening, we got 
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foundings in ninety fathoms. This indicated, 
that had the weather been clear, we fhould 
have feen the land at funfet. 

Unfortunately, the n.w. wind had cn- 
creafed to fuch a degree, after funfet, that 
the proximity of our deftined port, was of no 
avail, for it lay in the exaft diredlion whence 
the wind blew ; and we were, on the con- 
trary, forced to make fail off fhore, not 
knowing how far we were from the land, 
and being fure that if the wind veered round 
to the fouth or s.w. we fhould run the greatefl 
danger of lofingboth the fhip, and our lives. 

We were driven along, on the reef of 
AnguUlas^ in this ftorm, from the northweft, 
till the 2 2 d of June, in the forenoon of which 
day, the weather abated, in fb far, that we 
could fet our lower fails, and the main top- 
fail with three reeves ; flattering ourfelves 
with the hope that we fhould foon meet 
with a favourable gale. 

This was, however, but of Ihort duration, 
for the wind again grew to fuch a head, 
about half paft two o’clock, p.m. that we 
were forced to hand all our fails ; and at 
four, the florm had become a perfedt hur- 
ricane, 
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ricane*, which continued to rage with the 
greateft fury, till about midnight, the wind 
inceffantiy veering round from north to s.s.e, 
with violent hail, thunder, and lightning. 
The Iky and the fea were, in appearance, 
fo thoroughly blended and confounded, that 
it was only clofe to the fhip, that we could 
diftinguilh what was really fea. We feem- 
ed to be enveloped in impenetrable oblcurity, 
while the lurid light afforded by the inceffant 
lightning fhooting clofe down by the Ihip, 
ferved only to perplex and dazzle the fight, 
and to encreafe the awefulnefs of the fceiie. 
The furges, towering above our heads, fell 
upon the ftern and fides of the veffel with 
hideous violence, and threatened, every 
moment, to overwhelm us entirely ; the 
force of the waves frequently made the fhip 

* The deromination of hurricane, belongs properly to that 
ii^ecies tempeft, in which the * wind, blowing with the 
utmof^ fiiry. does not come from any fixed quarter, but runs 
round from north, to weft, and through fouth, to eaft, railing 
the billows, on all fides, with repeated blafts, and accompanied 
with violent thunder and lightning, fo that all, the elements 
feem to be intermingled in one confufion. All this took place 
in the hurricane here mentioned, with the exception, tliat, in 
in the eight hours which it continued, the wind, inftead of 
running all round the compfs, was confined between north 
and s»s.E. — S. 
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heel fo much, that {he was tin'^er water oa 
one fide as far as her mafts, while the howl- 
ing w ind, bearing.perpendicularl}? down upon 
them, preffed them, as it were, into the wa- 
ter, and kept the fhip for feveral minutes 
feemingly in the very adhon of overfetting. 

As nothing could now be done, by the art 
of man, we were forced to abandon the Ihip 
to the power of the wdnds and waves, and 
the mercy of heaven. 

In this tremendous conjundiure, we owed 
our prefervation, next to God, to the con- 
ftrudlion of our veflel ; for although (he was 
expofed, without any guidance, to the fury 
of the fea, and the tempeft, and was often 
wholly overwhelmed by the waves, the wa- 
ter could not penetrate any where, but flow- 
ed off on all fides, when (he rofe again-j 
whereas had fhe been a deep-waifled ftiip, 
Ihe would infallibly have been water-logged, 
and would, at leaft, have rolled away her 
mafts, if not foundered. 

It is difficult to conceive, why this manner 
of building has only been adopted, for the 
Eaft-India Company’s fliips, by the chamber 
of Zealand j for it is incontrovertable, that a 
fluih-decked fhip is much more able to with- 

ftand 


ftand the force of the waves, than a deep- 
waifted one. 

After midnight, the ftorm began to abate 
a little, but the wind was ftill too high to ad- 
mit of any fail being bent. I, however, 
aireaed the flying jibfail to be fpread in the 
mainchains, to leeward, in order to give the 
ihip f 'me ftem, againft the violent rolling. 

The next day, at fix o’clock, a.m. the 
high wind changed fuddenly to a dead calm, 
which, however, lafted no more than four or 
five minutes, when it again blew a violent 
ftorm from s.s.xi accompanied by hail ; but 
it fubfided by degrees during the forenoon, 
after which we purfued our voyage, with a 
fair wind, and fine weather, for Falfe-'&z.j. 

By the bad weather, which had thus con- 
tinued for fevcral days, we computed that 
we had been driven a great way to the eaft- 
ward of Cape AnguiUas: but on the next 
day, being the 24th of June, about one 
o’clock, P.M. getting fight of the land of 
Africa^ we found that we were much more 
to the weftward, than we had reckoned, fince 
we had firft ftruck foundings, which muft 
onlv be aferibed to the currents which now 
ftt forwards, or towards the eaft. What 

confirmed 
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confirmed me in this opinion was, that, ac- 
cording to a journal of the thip Baarzande^ 
commanded by that very intelligent and ex- 
perienced feaman. Captain Haringman, 
his fliip had been carried one hundred and 
eight leagues more to the weftward, than by 
her reckoning, in the ipace of fifteen days, 
fince fhe had firft fallen in with the coaft of 
Africa^ near Punto Primeiras. 

But our reckoning, fince our laft obferva- 
tion at the ifland St. ’Jago, on the yth of 
April, differed more from our true fituatlon ; 
for we computed that we had failed one 
hundred and thirty leagues more than we, in 
reality, found to be the cafe. 

The next morning, we endeavoured to 
work into Falfe’Ba.y^ but were firft fruftrated 
by its falling calm, and on the enfuing day by 
a ftorm from the n.w. which drove us out 
to fea, and prevented us from making the 
bay again till the 28 th. 

The day after, we were fortunate enough 
to call: anchor within the bay, on the weft 
Ihore, in thirty-eight fathoms, about a league 
and a half from Simm- s-Ba.y, which we could 
not reach, on account of its falling calm. 

I had, at this time, three hundred and fifty 

men 
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men on board, who were in perfed health, 
and I had loft no more than nine, fince 
leaving Zealand. 

On the next day, being the 30th of June, 
the wind blew hard from the north ; J ftiould, 
nevertheleft, have endeavoured to work up 
to the anchorage, if 1 had then known that 
it was fo near ; but the Company’s chart, 
which I afterwards found to be of no ufe to 
me, together with what one of my lieutenants 
told me, who had before been here in a ftab- 
ordinate ftation, induced me to think, that 
this could not be effedled in one day, for' 
which reafon, I chofe to remain at anchor 
where I was, till the wind became a little 
favourable. 

But the time was not yet come, to put a 
period to our wanderings ; for, in the even- 
ing of the 30th of June, the wind again 
rapidly encreafed, and at half paft nine 
o’clock, our anchor began to drag, and the 
flhip fwung with her head towards the fliore, 
fothat we had only time to cut the cable, to 
come round before the windy and put to fea 
again, being in the utmoft danger of ftriking 
upon the rocks of the weft point. 

The ftorm, which drove us from our 

anchor, 
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anchor, lafted till the 5 th of July, when it 
fobfided, and we again got fight of the coaft. 
of ^rica^ near Kio Duke. 

We ftill were tormented, fbmetiraes by 
ilo ms, and fometimes by contrary winds, till 
the 1 2th of July, when we found ourfelves, 
at daybreak, under the eafi: point of Falfe~. 
Bay, called the Hangiip. 

Although the wind then blew from the 
s.w. with much force, and the fea ran very 
high, we were fortunate enough to weather 
the point, and at two o’clock, p.m. to an- 
chor in the outer road of Simon' ^ Bay ; but 
as it then fell calm, we could not get far- 
ther; and though we made every exertion to 
warp in, we could not effe^ it. The refi- 
dent of the bay, came on board of me, the 
fame afternoon, and I delivered the Com- 
pany’s papers to him. 

On arriving here, we counted twenty-five 
men on the ficklift, ten or twelve of whom 
were down by external accidents, and, as be- 
forefaid, nine had died fince our departure 
ixom Zealand. 

The next day, -being the 1 3th of July, 
we warped in, between the Rooman's Rock, 

and 
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aad the Jrl, which is equally a rock above 
water, and anchored in twelve fathoms. 

Falfe.-^ is a large and deep inlet, 
fituated to the foutheaft of r^^/^-Bay and 
Capeton^n and caftle. Its weft fide is form- 
ed by a range of mountains, which run from 
the Liotf& Mountain, fouthward, and termi- 
nate in the fea, feven leagues off, with a 
low point, upon which, however, the/e are 
two middling high hills, by which it is dif- 
tinguiftiable. This ridge makes a bend, 
from Simon's Bay, to the nortbeaftward, 
nearly a league and a half in length, and 
ends at a place, where there is a poft of the 
Company, called Mmzenhrg. Thence, for 
three leagues eaft, the beach is befet with 
low fandhills, at the end of which it. trends 
foutheaft, for about two leagues, till it reaches 
a chain of high mountains, which form the 
boundary of Hottentot Hollandy and termi- 
nate in the fea, two leagues farther to the 
fbiith, in a very remarkable hill, called the 

Hangup. 

The mouth of the bay, from the HangUpy 
to the weft point, which lie eaft and weft 
from each other, is full four German leagues 

broad j 
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broad; its extent inland may be a little 
more. 

Along the weft fliore, where there is every 
where good anchorage, as well as in the 
middle of the bay, though in deep water, 
there are fevcral bights, which are alfo call- 
ed bays, as Buffalo-^zy^ Kalk, or Lime, Bay, 
&c. in which Ihips may lie at anchor, but 
they are no where Iheltered from the fouth- 
eaft winds, except in Simon's Bay, which runs 
farther in, and is covered by two rocks at 
the entrance, upon which the foutheaft fweli 
of the fea breaks, and behind them, ftiips lie 
fheltered from ail winds, or, as our feamea 
exprefs it, fea-blind. Twenty Ihips may lie 
here with eafc, at once, to take in water and 
refreftiments. 

Befides the Company’s hofpital, their 
magazine, and fliambles, there are only four 
or five houfes here, one of which is inha- 
bited by the refident, who had formerly the 
rank of junior merchant, but was now book- 
keeper. 

The hofpital is an edifice, in which one 
hundred patients can, with eafe, be ad- 
mitted. It is built upon the brow of a hilL 
It has a triple front towards the fea. The 

apart- 
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apartments, which are lofty, and wi*™« 

ceilin.r, arc very airy. In the center is a larg. 

Wr: conrt-.fo that the fick here have ri- 

ways frcfli air, which contributes largely to 
theft recovery. The hofpital at the Cape, 
as we have before obferved is deftitute of 
this advantage ; whence, hkewife, twice as 
many of the patients die there as here. 

The hofpital formerly flood upon the 
beach, where now the magazines and work- 
Ihops are placed ; thefe laft form one long 
building, which, however, is only twenty- 
feet in breadth. 

We found two Englifli Ihips lying at an- 
chor here, bound to Madras and Bengal. 
On board of one of them, had embarked. 
Lieutenant General Clavering, who was 
lent out to take the command of the military- 
in Bengal, in behalf of the king ; he was ac- 
companied by Colonel Monson, and other 
officers j there were likewife fome counfel- 
lorsof .iufficeon board, for Bengal, where 
the Englifh pofleffions were about to be put 

upon a’ different footing. 

Befides thefe, there were three French 
ihips anchored in the bay. The largeft, 

* See page 550, of volume I. 

rvii “a n n Pft 
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commanded by M. de St. Hilaire, was 
bound to Burat^ and had on board M. de 
Breincourt, French conful of that place. 

Thi& j(hip, called the jyuc d" Arras^ had 
been built for the king, and to carry feventy- 
four guns, but' flie \yas now private property. 

The captain, although not in the fervice 
of the king, but only in that of private indi- 
viduals, when he firft came here, fome time 
before, had been much diflatisfied that his ia- 
lute had not been returned, although the go- 
vernment had taken care to apprize him, 
before he faluted, that, according to a refolu- 
tion of the council of India, they were not 
allowed to return the falute of any French 
ihip, notin the king’s, dr Company’s, fervice. 
This gentleman was highly affronted at this,’ 
becaufe he conceived, that his having re- 
cently been favoured by the king, with an 
order of knighthood, was a fufficient quali- 
fication, to be looked upon as a king’s officer, 
and he threatened to take fatisfaclion for the 
flight put upon him, by attacking the Eafl- 
India Company’s Alkemadct which lay 
at anchor here. 

Whether the government were afraid that 
he would put this menace in execution, and 

thereby 
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thereby enaanger a Company’s fliipi or whe- 
ther any other rtafons fwayed them to change 
theh .efoluoon, 1 cannot tell; hot only, tha^ 
to malte an end of this dUpute, the Alkmade 
received orders to return the Frenchmans 
falute, a long while after it was made, with 

an equal number of guns. ^ 

The inhabitants of the Cape^ complained, 
in general, of the infolent behaviour of the 
French, who, it was &id, were much more 
favoured by the government, than any other 
nation. 


CHAP- 
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chapte;r ii. 

Journey to Capetown. — ^he Welzand, or ^ick- 
Jand. — Muizenburg. — Militia, and Means of 
Defence, at the Cape. — An Excurfion inland . — 
Remarks on the planting of Vines, and frejftng of 
Wine. — -Rivers inland fometimes are large Streams, 
and fometimes run dry. — Defcription of a large 
Farm.—Difeajes of the Cattle. -^Account of the 
Farmer. — Convtrfation with him on the Produce, 
&c. of the Country. — 'Tithes and Duties paid to 
the Company. — Farrn of Wine and Spirituous Li- 
quors. — Plans for Improvement . — Muscle and 
Sal DAN HA Bays fit OhjePls of Attention. — Hof- 
pitality of an African Colonel . — Their happy 
Lives . — Village ^ Stellenbosch. — Hex 
Moddergat. — Hottentot Holland.—- 
Ahufe of Authority ly one of the Governors, with 
Regard to this Trahi.-— Friendly Reception at another 
Farmed s. — Further Enquiries and Particulars re- 
fpeSling the Produce and Trade of the Cape. — 
Muscle, Agva, Saldanha, and St. He- 
lena Bays . — The Seat called Vergeleegen. — 
Return to Capetown. — Short Stay of the Ship, 
the Occafion of much Difeaje afterwards among 
the Crew. — Return to Table-S<?jk of a Vejei 

that 
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that bad hen driven far to the South. — Return t§ 
¥ AhsZ'B ay. —Arrival of a Ship from Holland 
with a great Number of Sick. 

Every thing being in due order onboard 
of my ihip, and my prefence not being fur- 
ther neceflary, I made an engagement, on 
the 14th of July, with three gentlemen, to 
ride to the Cape. 

We fet oif about one o’clock ; the road 
firft ' led along the beach, the fea being on 
our right, and a high ridge of mountains 
on our Jeft, which hung over us. After 
riding for about an hour, we came to a place, 
which is called the Welzand, or ^ickfand. 

The mountains here take a large bend 
inland, and form a landy valley, which ex- 
tends to the feafhore, and is peculiarly dan- 
gerous for travellers, as it does not unfre- 
quently happen, that people, ignorant of the 
circumftance, getting into the loole fand, are 
in great danger of finking into it, and being 
buried alive, if fpeedy afliftance be not at 
hand to extricate them. 

Two days before I paffed here, an Eng- 
liihman, who belonged to one of the Ihips in 
the bay, got into this place with his horfe, in 

the 
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the evening, and he would moft probably 
have loft his life, had he not inftantly, as 
loon as he felt his horfe finking under him, 
Iprang off and got away, while the animal 
was prelenfly fwallowed up in the land, and 
ftifled, without his rider being able to give 
him any afliftance. 

As I did not find any one, who had been 
inclined to examine this part with accuracy, 
or who could give any realbn for the phe- 
nomenon of the land being lb loofe, as to 
fwallow up thofe who attempted to pafs over 
it, and my own time, and opportunity, would 
not permit me to ufe my poor abilities for 
this purpofe, I am wholly ignorant of the 
caufes to which thefe circumftances are to be 
attributed. 

The fureft means of avoiding the danger 
of this road, which is about a quarter of a 
Dutch mile long, is by riding dole down 
by the fea, or even through the fiirf, where 
the ground is hard ; though here, likewile, 
prudence muft.be ufed ; for if one ride too 
far through the waves, there is no little dan- 
ger of being carried away by them. 

A too great fear for the Welzand, had 
nearly coft my fecond lieutenant his life ; 

for 
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for riding too far through the water, he got 
out of his depth with his horfe, and the ani- 
mal fwam away from under him; fortu- 
nately he was an adept in the art, and he 
laved his life by fwimming, reaching the 
Ihore at the fame time with his horfe. 

Nothing is produced in this fandy valley, 
but in feme places, a few green bulhes, which 
femewhat refemble the broom that grows 
upon our downs. 

Belides this Welzand, there is another 
Imaller paflage, which is equally dangerous, 
from the lame circumftances, and lies about 
halfway between this and Simon’ 

Having palTed this dangerous Ipot, at full 
gallop, in order to run the lels peril of link- 
ing in, we came, a Ihort half hour after- 
wards, to a place called Miiizenburgby which 
is a poll of the Company, who keep two or 
three men conllantly on the look-out here, 
for the purpofe of fending immediate advice 
to the Capey of the arrival of Ihips in Falfe- 
Bay, or their departure from it. 

There are llables here belonging to the 
Company, which were ere6led, in the years 
1755, and 1756, for the cavalry of the 
Country, who, upon the leaft alarm of an 

enemy 
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enemy attempting to land in the neighbour- 
ing Kalk or muft inftantiy repair 

thither, with fome light artillery, to prevent 
their landing; or, if they have landed in fome 
of the other bays higher up, their paffage 
farther muft here be dilputed, the place 
being of that nature, that fifty determined 
men, may flop the progrefs of feveral thou- 
fands, for a confiderable time ; for the road 
is very narrow, with high mountains on 
one fide, and a precipice of upwards of forty 
feet on the other, the bottom of which is 
wafhed by the fea. The chain of mountains, 
which half inclofe Falfe-Ezy^ likewife termi- 
nates here. 

After having taken fome refrefhment, we 
followed the road which leads north into the 
country, leaving the vineyards of Conjian- 
tia *, and fome other farms and country- 

feats, 

* Thefe confift of two farm?, called Great and Little 
Confiantm. Their annual produce is, of red wine, about 
fixty pipes, and of white, about ninety ; yet the vintage here, 
as in other places, is diifercnt, in diiferent years* Thefe two 
farms were for a long time the dnly fpots which could pro- 
duce this delicate wine; but lately fome other farms in this 
diflrid, and in a few other places, have been able to bring 
their wines to the fame degree of excellence. But as the 

Company 
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feats, which he here in an extenf.ve hollow 
between the mountams, on the leftfide, an 
the fandhills. which are interfperfed over a 
larve plain of feveral leagues in extent, pro- 
ducing nothing but feme brufliwood and a 
few infignificant thickets, on the right hand. 
Every thing bore a barren and fandy ap- 
pearance. We, however, met, at intervals, 
with a few rivulets, running down from 
the hills, out of which we let our horfes 

drink. . , 

About half paft five o’clock m the even- 

in<r, we reached Capetown. I immediately 
waited upon the governor of the colony, Mr. 
VAN Plettenburg, and Upon Mr. Hemmy, 
the fecond in command, to acquaint them of 
my arrival. 

The next day -I converfed with the gover- 
nor, more amply than the preceding even- 
in-, upon the fubjea of the fituation of 
my Ihip and crew. 1 requeftedhis excellency 

Company referved to themfeWes the exclufive Tale of Con- 

flantia wine, which coafequently was confidered as contra- 
band, and was not to be bought, or tranfported to Europe, 
under that name, by individuals, they hit upon the expedient 
of giving their wine, which in point of goodnefs does not 
yield to Conflantia, the name of maag, oxfiomacb wine. T. 

to 
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to allow me to remain at leaft for the Ipace 
of a fortnight where I was, in order that my 
people, who had been greatly fatigued by 
the length of the voyage, and elpecially by 
the continued tempeftuous weather we had 
experienced for the laft five weeks, might 
be enabled, by the refrefhments to be ob- 
tained for them, to recover fufficient flrength 
to encounter anew the boifterous weather of 
a winter in the Ibuthern latitudes : I like- 
wife begged leave to fend forty or fifty men 
on fhore every day, in order, that by taking 
exercife among the hills, and by the effedts 
of the land-air, the fcorbutic tendency, which 
already began to manifeft itfelf among them, 
might be combated. In both which in- 
Hances the governor kindly complied with 
my defires. 

On the following Sunday I attended di- 
vine fervice, and heard a mofi: excellent 
difcourfe, by the Reverend Mr. Serrurier, 
who is really an eloquent preacher. 

Dining that day with Mr. Ronnekamp, 
the converfation at table turned upon the 
Rate of defence of the country, and as that 
gentleman had accefs to the fecret aflairs of 
the colony, I took the opportunity of alking 

him. 
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him, how many mea capable of bearing 
arms, he computed, could be muftered at 
the Cape f He told me, that he could not 
determine this with accuracy, but that there 
were full onethoufand at the Cape", and twice 
as many of the country-people, who were 
enrolled, in order to take up arms upon any 
emergency As likewiie that the num- 
ber of the colonifts could not be afeertain- 
ed, for that the colony was already fo far 
extended, that the more diftant farmers, re- 
quired forty days (or rather nights, for they 
always travel by night), to ride with their 

^ In order, in fuch a cafe, to apprize ail the farmers, who 
live difperfed far and wide over the country, of the impend- 
ing danger, high polls are erefled all through the land, upon 
which lights are hoiiled at night: the chain of them begins 
at the callle, the next ilation is at the -Zoa/tf, or Sa/jt^riverf 
and fo on towards the country ; upon the feeing of which 
fignals, every one is obliged to repair armed to the callle. 

When a youth is arrived at the age of fifteen, he mu ft be 
enrolled, and every year he muft refort to the place of rendez- 
vous, in order to perform his exercife. On this occafion he 
muft take the oath of allegiance* When a father has, two 
fans in the militia, he is himfelf exempt from duty. Thefe 
reviews, both of horfe and foot, are held every year, in the 
town for the burghers, and at Stellenh^ch and Zni^elUndam for 
the farmers belonging to the colony. If any one negled to 
appear at the rendezvous, he is fined. 71 ' 
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waggons to the Cape ; and that thefe, both 
in their manners and appearance, more re- 
fembled Hottentots than Chriftians. 

As I had not rnuch time to fpend at the 
Cape^ I arranged my affairs, fo that I could 
make a little excurfion into the country for 
four or five days. For that purpofe I made 
a .party with Mr. Ernst (whom I had 
known as lieutenant of the cavalrv at Ba^ 

I 

tama, and who was now here, with his 
wife, on his paffage to Europe), and Mef- 
fieurs Van Wielingen, and Le Sueur, 

Having obtained the neceffary permiffion 
from the governor *, we left Capetou'n, at 
nine o’clock in the morning, taking with 
us a flave to attend upon our horfes. 

We firfi: rode to the Zoute-vwtr:, which 
we forded at half part nine, our horfes go- 
ing into the water as far as their bellies ; 
for the river had been encreafed by the 
heavy rains, and the jftream was pretty 
ftrong. 

Thence we rode, in an e.n.e. diredlion, 

* As the colonifts are enjoined by the laws, to feize and 
bring to the Cape^ all fucb as travel about the coumry# with* 
out being able to fhew a permiffioii in writing for that purpofe, 
a^pafs from the governor is necefiary. 


to 
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to the Htger-valky, where we flopped at 
eleven o’clock, at the farm of one Ek- 
STEEN, to take feme refrelhment, confifting 
of fome bread and butter, and a good glafs 
of wine. 

Our road had hitherto led through a 
fandy plain, upon which there grew nothing 
but a little brufhwood; but we faw m^iy 
cultivated tra6ls of country, at a diftance, 
on the left hand, in the Mountains. 

After having flopped here for half an 
hour, we again mounted our horfes, and 
took our road a little more to the eaflward, 
to the farm of Van As, fituated on the 
Hope of the Boddelaary^ or Butkry Moun- 
tains, which we reached at one o’clock. 
The man and woman of the houfe, received 
us in a very friendly manner, and gave us a 
difh of tea, and a glafs of good wine while 
our horfes were baiting. 

We 

♦ I have obferved that we never drank any wine of one 
and the fame flavour, at two different places; every foil that 
produces wine, gives a diftiudl tafte to it. The vines, which 
are planted by themfelves like currant-bullies, are fet in rows, 
three feet from each other, and when they are pruned, are not 
more than two, or two and a half, feet above the ground. 
They are planted in rows,, and not clofe to each other, "in 

order 
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Weilaid here for fbmething more than 
half an hour, and then purfuing our journey, 

we 

order to afFord room for the labourers to go between thero^ to 
weed the ground, without damaging the vines, A thoufaod 
of them, it is calculated, will produce a leager of wine, and 
fometimes more. Albertyn van de Klapmuts, had a 
vineyard clofe to his houfe, with fifty thoufand vineplants, 
which yielded him annually feventy leager s of . wine. The 
preffing of the grapes is performed in a more fimple manner 
here than in Europe. The Haves gather them, and put them 
into a veffel, the bottom and iides of which are bored full 
of holes ; this is fet in the infide of a larger one, upon a crofs- 
piece of wood laid at the bottom of the latter ; this outfide 
vefTel has a fpigot and faucet, through which the juice, as faff 
as it is preHed out, runs into a tub placed beneath. The 
grapes being heaped up, in the inner vefTel, to the brim, 
three or four Haves, after having wafhed their feet in a tub of 
water ffanding at the fide, get upon the fruit, and holding 
themfelves faff by a rope fixed to the ceiling, trample upon 
it, and fqueeze out the juice as long as they are able. In 
the mean time the mu ft that runs out is put into large high 
veflels to ferment. If the aperture be obftruaed by grapes, 
or ftalks, fo that the juice cannot eafily run out, they pufh 
them away with a ftick, to the end of which, a few brufhes 
are fixed. The trodden grapes, before they are further prefT- 
ed, are put upon a coarfe ftrainer, made of rattans, on which 
they are rubbed with the hand, till the hulks go through it; 
the ftalks remainjng behind, which are thrown away, as they 
are foppofed to make the -wine aiiftere and bitter. The hulks 
are then put into the fermenting veHei, which the next morn- 
ing is in full fermentation ; during this procefs the thick 
parts fubfide, and the muft grows clear, when it is barrelled 

off, 
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wepafled, feme time afterwards, the Keulfchey 
or Cologni-xwcx. This, as well as many 
other ftreams in this country, little deferves. 
the name of river ; for it was no more than 
a little rivulet, which could be palTed on 
foot ; yet Mr. van Wielingen affured 
me that it was fometimes fwollen {o high, 
that the waggons and oxen were often 
obliged to tarry for feveral days, without 
being able to pafe it. At the Cape I was 
told by Mr. van Schoor, that the largeft 
rivers, lituated many days’ journey inland, 
all run dry in the good monlbon, in Ja- 
nuary and February, although in the bad 
monlbon they were deep, rapid, and im- 
paflabie ftreams, fo that the waggons were 
frequently obliged to ftay a fortnight before 
them. Mr. van Imhof had projedled a 
plan for rendering them navigable, but it 

offj being firii: filtered through a wicker baftet. The grounds 
remaining in the fermenting veffel^ are afterwards put into a 
fquare veiTel pierced full of holes, and placed in a larger one 
with' a fpigot and faucet at the fide j at the top there is a ferew 
of wood, or metal, by means of which the lafi: drop of juice 
is prefied out from the hulks. From the dregs and hulks that 
remain over from the laft preffing, brandy is diftilled. No 
yeafi is ufed for accelerating the fermentation# T. 


had 
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had been demonftrated that it was wholly 
j impradlicable. 

^ About four o’clock in the afternoon, we 

came to the farm of Me£k, which at a dif- 
i tance, and indeed clofe by, appeared like a 

whole village. It lies among the moun- 
tains, upon the gentle declivity of a high 
\ ridge, and on the banks of an ever-running 

1 Ilream, which he has led, along his farm, 

between two brick walls, like a canal, and 
which turns a watermill, for the purpofe of 
grinding his corn. 

His dwelling-houfe, which was of a coa- 
fiderable fize, had four or five large and 
handfome rooms, all furnilhed in a neat, 
and even in a coftly ftjle, fo that it more re- 
; fembled a gentleman’s villa than the manfion 

I of a farmer. 

I Twenty- five, or thirty, paces from the 

j corners of the houfe, he had four large barns, 

or warehoufes, each one hundred and fifty 
feet long, in which he houfed his corn and 
j wine. Two of .them were now empty ; m 

the third were full one hundred and fifty 
leagers of wine; and in the fourth fifteen 
or fixteen hundred muJs of corn, twenty- 
feven of which make a Holland laft, and 

eighteen 
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eio-Bteen alaft of the Cape ; each mud htmg 
calculated at one hundred and eig 
ninety, pounds weight Amfterdam, accor mg 

as the grain be heavy or light. 

Between thefe he had a blackfmiths an ^ 
carpenters’ worklhop, and a Cartwrights 
manufaaory, together with other wor - 
people, neceffary for fo large and trouble- 
Le a concern. But few of them were 
Europeans, the largeft number were orien- 
tal flaves, who had coft him a great dea 
of money. Among others, he Ihewed me a 
flave, who underftood fmiths’ work, and 
making of tires on wheelbands, whom he 
had purchafed for fifteen hundred rixdol- 
lars, or three thoufand fix hundred gil- 
^ers 

A little higher up, flood a range of build- 
in<r5, calculated for the flaves, of whom he 
ha^ full two hundred ; for he declared to 
me, that he did not know the exaa num- 

ber. . 

Every one had a feparate brick dwelling 

to fleep in. Thole that were married were 

kept apart from the others ; and every pof- 


» Upwards of 30oi fterling. 


Able 


C 63 ] 

fible precaution was taken to prevent acci- 
dents by fire. 

A little farther were two kraals^ or in- 
clofures for cattle ; they were furrouuded 
by high llone walls, of eight or ten feet, and 
contained each about two hundred and fifty 
acres. The fheep, the horfes, and the horn- 
ed cattle were confined at night in thefe, 
for fecurity againft the attacks of wild 
beafts, efpecially of wolves and tigers, who 
do not unfrequently make a great havock 
here, among the fmaller-fized cattle. He 
calculated the numbers of his fheep by 
thoufands ; and refpefting his horned cattle, a 
fmall proof of the numeroulhefs of his herds, 
was his informing me, in a carelefs manner, 
and as if it were a circumftance of no con- 
fideration, that he had loft one hundred 
and twenty head of cattle, a few days be- 
fore, by the difeafes called the klaauw zx\^ 
iongziekte 

There 

^ Thefe difeafes of the cattle are peculiar to the Ca^e 
Gmd In the klaawmdehe^ the hoofs of the cauie grow 

loofej fo that ‘they cannot , walk; it appears to proceed from 
the fummer-heats, efpecially if the oxen have been driven oa 
journies in the daytime ; it is thought infedious, and whole 

droves 
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' There were feveral other fmailer outhoufes 
and offices^ for various piirpofes^ relative to 
the economy of the farm. 

Befides 

droves are fucceffively affe^ed by it s it, ho^ve^’er, in gem- 
tdlf leaves the cattle, of its own accord, in the conrfe of 
one or two weeks. In the tong%hku^ veficles, or blad- 
ders, break out on the tongue, difeharging a thin ichorous 
matter j in confequence of this diaeinper, the cattle cannot 
cat, but grow lean, and fometimes die; the farmers are ac- 
cuflomed to nib the bladders off with fait. Befides thefe, the 
cattle are liable to other difeafes, which fometimes prove fata!. 
The hlam'^ or UrndzielUy is a diforder, in which the veins ail 
over the body become extremely turgid ; letting of blood and 
violent exercife are faid to be ferviceable in it ; the fteili of 
tie cattle who die of it, is not eatable. The fponfziekte begins 
by the fwelling of the foot, which proceeds by degrees to 
the whole body ; this diforder fometimes lafls for three days, 
but at other times proves fatal in as many hours; if the foot 
be taken off immediately, the creature’s life may be faved 5 
the fiefli of fuch an animal is Ukewife not eatable : it feems 
to proceed from no other caufe than the bite of fome ferpent^ 
or reptile, which, in this warm quarter of the globe, is but 
too common. The lamzhkte^ is when the cattle are not able 
to iland ; it comes on gradually, and is flow in its progrefs J 
after the death of the animal, the bones of its legs are found 
to be without marrow* intlead of 'which they are filled with 
water. The horned cattle, as well as horfes, are afflidfed 
with the firangury, after feeding on the eupfmhm gmtfioides^ 
which contains a milky juice, that does no injury to the flo- 
mach and bowels, but corrodes the bladder, and efpecially 
obftrudts the unnary paffages ; if the penis be preffed, this 
vifeid matter is fqueezed out ; the peafants, therefore, either 

prefs 
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Befides this, he was owner of feven or 
eight other farms, upon which he had placed 
Howards, who managed them in his behalf, 
upon hire. Some of thefe produced corn, 
fome wine, and fome were limply defined 
for pafturage. 

With all this, Melk. could neither read 
nor write ; but having a good memory, he 
had the whole in his head of what was 
necellary for the due management of his 
cxtenfive concerns, for which any. other 
would require a number of books, and a 
great deal of writing. 

He was a native of Prujia, and had ar- 
rived at the Cape, many years ago, in a 
very low ftation. Underftanding the burn- 
ing of lime, the making of bricks, and fomc- 
thing of agriculture, he had entered, as 
head-fervant, into the fervice of the former 
proprietor of this farm, but which, at that 
time, had not by far the fame extent as at 

prefs it out, or with a llraw pulli it back again. When the 
cattle are fupplied with good and frelh water, this difeafe 
cannot get the upperdiand ; but in fummer, when the water 
is thick and impure, fo that it cannot dilute the peccant 
matter, the cattle die. As a remedy for this difteniper the far- 
mers give their cattle a teacup-fuil of powdered* oftrich egg- 
fbelis, mixed with vinegar. T. 


prefent. 
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prefciit. Whes his mafter died, he mar- 
ried the widow (which does not unfie- 
quently happen in this country), and extend- 
ing his enterprises from day to day. he at 
leno'th obtained from the Company, the ex- 
clufive farm for the fale of wine and fpmtu- 
ons liquors, by which he cleared one hun- 
dred thoufand gilders * m one year, chiefly 
by the arrival of the French fleet at the 
Cape. This enabled him to undertake Itill 
more important objeas, fo that he once 
bought up all the wine produced in tho 

country, which amounted to fome thoufands 

of leao-ers. Though this did not conduce 
to theTenefit of the public, yet A fufficiently 
fhews the fpirit of enterprize which animated 

the man. . . • i 

Two things in him excited, in particular^ 

both my admiration and furprize. In the 
firfl; place, his fl:eady love for his king, of 
whom he always fpoke with the deepeft re- 
fpea and afFedion ; he decorated the chim- 
neypieces, and other parts of his houfe, with 
the arms of bis fovereign, and chenflied a 
fond attachment to his perfon. The other 

* About 900«l/. fterling. 

circumftaiice 
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circumftance I allude to, was his gratitude 
towards his wife, by whole means, he in- 
variably declared, he had become the man 
he was ; he would not lufFer her to be put 
to the leaft trouble in any thing, however 
trifling; and was anxious that fhe fhould 
live entirely at her eafe, and take every 
diverfion in her power : he even took upon 
himfeif the care of managing the houfes, lb 
that his wife had her time entirely to herfelf* 
Finding that he fpoke with much in- 
telligence, refpedling the fituation of the 
country, as I, in fa£l, had before been in=> 
formed was the cafe, I afked him his opi- 
nion of the plan at prefent in agitation, of 
exporting the produce of the Cape to Hol- 
land. He allured me, that this would, in 
time, be of great benefit to the colony, and 
moft probably alfb to the Company; but 
that to effedi: this purpofe, other means muft 
be put in pradlice, and better arrangements 
made, than had hitherto taken place. 

In the hrft place, he faid that the Com- 
pany ought to eredf ftorehoufes in various 
parts, where the produce of the country 
could be received, from time to time, when 

the 
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the farmers had opportunities of conveying 
it from their farms, to thofe places, m the 
good feafon, or as foon as the harveft was 
got in, in Januarj and February ; for the 
rivers and roads were at that ime 
eafieft paffaWe : whereas the convejnnc 
was otherwife both difficult and expeifiive : 
and that the corn would ftand the Com- 
pany in much lefs, if this method were 

XrAer, that the tithes, which the Com- 
panv exaaed of the corn grown, were ot 
Ltriment, inftead of producing an advan- 
tage for the farmers ; w-ho, for mftance, 
„ew five hundred muJs of com, only de- 
Lred one hundred, which they fold at a 
hivh rate, while the other four hundred 
were difpofed of at a much lower prM 
under the hand, by indirea means, m order 
to avoid payment of the tithes *. 


* VAif told me, that the tithes on the wine were 

calcnlated at three rixdollars per leager. _ ^ 

That further, the Company’s duties confifted m twa 
a half per cent on the fale of immoveable property ; bu th 
buildings erefted fince the year 1750, wer^ charged twice as 
much; thus five per cent. 


That the fervants of the Company, at 
the Cape^ to whom the purchafe is con- 
fided, fhould a6l more difintereftediy, and not 
fo arbitrarily towards the farmers, whom 
they, in fad:, were even apt to defraud. 

That the overfeers of theie ftorehoufes 
would be able to avail of the beft opportu- 
nities for purchafe, when the produce w^as 
at the cheapeft; hdufing it in them, till the 
time of difpatching it to the Cape. 

That, efpecially, fuch ftorehoufes ought to 
be erefted at Moffel^ ox Mufckt and Saidanha, 
Bays, as the Company could, in both places, 
fetch the produce, dire<5l, by their Ihips, 
inftead of its being, as at prefent, firft con- 
veyed to the Cape by land-carriage, where 

That the farming of the wine conlifis herein, that whoever 
|s the farmer, has the exciufive right of felling wine and 
fpirkuous iiqaors in fmaller quantities than by the haif-awm : 
that foreigners are obliged to pay live rixdoliars to him for 
each leager which they take away ; our own nation is ex- 
empted herefrom, but they may not buy wine from any other 
peifon, as long as their ftiip has not received her difpatches; 
but if there be any time afterwards, they may purchafe it of 
other individuals. 

The Cape wines, as the country people fay, muft be tw^ce 
■drawn ;0 : the lees every year, ; without any other preparatioa 
i|ian being fumigated with brimkone. 

their 
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their fervants, who muft all derive their 
emolument from it, receive, or rejedl it, at 
their own good plcafure 

And finally, that the land all round the 
above bays, was very fit for the prodinStion 
of corn j nay, better than in other parts j fo 
that one mud fown, commonly yielded an 
encreafe of fixty or fcventy, while, at moft 
other places, between ten and twenty, and 
fometimes thirty, muds was the ufual har- 
veft from one mud of feed. That the Com- 
pany v/ould doubtlefs be able to purchafe 
wheat there at one ri^dollar per mud ; 
whereas they now paid eighteen, twenty, 
and fometimes twenty-four, rixdollars per 
cartload of ten muds^ becaule the conveyance 
by wheel-carriage is fo expenfive to the 
farmers, that they could not do it at all, 

Van WiEtiNGEif was of opinion, that if the Com-f 
pany w^ould allow a Lciety of ten, or a dozen, farmers, of 
feme property, to be formed, for the purpofe of undertaking 
the cuitivatioa of the land at iW^/r-Bay ; who, without 
having any thing to do with flierifF of the might 

take as many Houeatots into their fervice as they liked, and 
pay them whatf wages they could mutually agree upon, with- 
out his interference; the beneficial efifeds of fach a meafure 
W^ouid fpeedily he perceived, 


if 
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if they did not receive the above prices 
per cartload *. 

I ihouid have liked to have ftayed a little 
longer with this man, that I might procure 
further information from him on thefe inte- 
refting topics ; but it was evening, and we 
had to ride a good hour before we could reach 
the place where we were to pafs the night. 

We left Melk’s eftate about half paft 
five o’clock, and at half paft fix, we came to 
Albertyn’s farm, lying at the foot of a 
mountain, called de K/apmuts, where we 
paffed the night. 

I found in this farmer unadulterated na- 
ture. Sincerity, friendlinefs, and benevo- 
lence, were the amiable qualities of himfelf, 
his wife, his two fons, and two marriageable 
daughters. 

They laid before us the heft of what they 
had, and the ingenuous cordiality of thefe 
happy and unoffending children of nature, 
feeraed to me a true pidiure of the period 
whence 

Tlie fabEng poets tooic their golden age , 

* D«- Yos, together with other farmers whom I coRverfod 
With on the fubjed, told roe the faroe thing ; alfo, that every 
£iartioaci is reckonsd at UErteeii hundred pooods weigliL 

when 
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when humanity and benevolence reigned 
in the earth, and falfity and deceit were 
unknown. I could not fufficiently admire 
the fincere, the artlefs, afFeaion which 
manifefted itfelf in the father, mother, 
brothers, and fifters, and formed the felicity 
of the whole family » an affeaion, which, 
however ftrongly didated by nature, and en- 
forced by religion, we may often feek for 
10 VE10 Eixioiig our EuropcEii country men* 
Happy, thrice happy mortals, who, fituated 
at the extremity of the globe, amidft the 
wilds of Africa, formerly fo barren and de- 
folate, though now fertilifed and embelliflied 
i)y your labour, can lead a life of content and 
innocence ! I was frequently fo wrapped 
up in thefe thoughts, that I fcarcely heard 

. what was faid to me. 

The next day, at nine o’clock in the 
morning, we left this agreeable place, to 
ride on to Stellenbofch, where we arrived at 
ten. 

This is a pleafant village, confifting of 
forty or fifty houfes, built along two broad 
ftreets, which are planted with trees on both 
fides. The church, which ftands at the 
north end of the village, is a fmall byt neat 

edifice^ 
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edifice,- having fuffictent room for a congre- 
gation of full two hundred people : a cir- 
cular fpace round it, walled off, is the 
churchyard, and the entrance is through a 
handfome iron-gate. A minifter, a clerk, 
and a fexton, belong to jthis church. 

The houfe of tht landdro/i, or ftieriff, of 
Stellenbofch^ which office was then filled by 
Mr. Bergh, deferves equally to be taken 
notice of, on account of its fpacious and 
handfome apartments. 

After having walked through the village, 
and flopped for about half an hour at the 
houfe of Mr. Vion, w'e proceeded, at eleven 
o’clock, for the farm of the widow Groen- 
ENWAI.D, lying a fhort half-hour’s ride to 
the northeafl, at the foot of a range of 
mountains, which make here a hollow, or 
cul-dt-facy called yan yonkerjhoek. 

We dined here, and about two oclock 
let out again for Hottentot Holland. Our 
way led us firll back through Stellenbofcby 
and then to the fouth, over feveral ridges, 
which are high enough to deferve of them- 
felves the name of mountains, but whicli 
were low in comparilbn to the towering 
fummits of thofe on our left hand, which 

were. 
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were, for a great part, covered with 
more- 

Having proceeded full a quarter of an 
hour fouth from Stellenbojch^ we pafled the 
or Stellenbojcby river. This runs, with 
a rapid ftream, over a bed of large pebbles, 
which have, from time to time, being wafh- 
eddown from the mountains, by the torrents, 
Notwithftanding its rapidity, it is very flial- 
iow, for in fording it, the water did not rife 
higher than the knees of our horfes. 

Thence the road led along fome unculti- 
vated fpots, till, at half pad; four o’clock, 
we reached a large and deep hollow, which 
is called bet Moddergaty or the Mudhok, In 
it lay feven farms ; which produced much 
wine, and but very little corn. 

About half pad; five o’clock, riding round 
the foot of the Helderey or Clear, Mountain, 
we entered Hottentot Holland, and prelently 
afterwards we came to the farm of De Vos. 

Hottentot Holland is a flat country, and 
has derived its name from its refemblance, 
in this relpe^, to our own. 

It lies within a range of hills, that fur- 
round it on the north, eaft, and fouth. To 
the wed:, a flat landy beach, of full half a 

Dutch 
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Dutch mile in breadth, extends along the 
fide of Falfe-^a.y. 

I computed this tradl of country to be 
about four Dutch miles in circumference ;■ 
it contains eight farms, or cultivated Ipots 
of ground. 

In the beginning of this century, Gover-^ 
nor VAN DER Stel had appropriated to 
himfelf the whole of this difiridl, or had 
granted fome parts of it to his particular 
favourites, among which was one parlbn 

S of whom it was faid, by old people, 

who had known him in their youth, that he 
laboured with more zeal in extending and 
improving his vineyards and cornfields upon 
earth, than the fpiritual vineyard to which 
his vocation ought to have rendered him 
more attentive. 

He was once preaching at the Cape^ and 
hearing feveral carts ride by the church, 
he fuddenly ftopped in the middle of his 
fermon, and called out to the clerk, “ Pri- 
“ thee, my friend, look out, and fee whethef 
that is my wine which is going by.” 

The objedl of Mr. van der Stel was, 
that all the corn and wine wanted by the 
Company, fliould, in time, be only furniChed 
by him, or his minions and dependants, that, 

by 
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by that means, the colonifts might be im- 
pot'erifhed ; his maxim being, that people in 
a ftate of indigence and dependence, are the 
eaficft to be governed 

The farm of De Vos was the place where 
we intended to pafs the night ; it is, in fa 61 , 
the firft that occurs on entering Hottentot 
Holland from the fide of Stellenbojch. Al- 
though it was already dark, and five of us 
came together, for a Ion of the widow 
Groenen WALD had joined us, in order to 
fhew us the way, we received a hearty wel- 
come from this hofpitable countryman, and 
were foon as caly. and familiar together, as 
if we had known each other our whole lives. 

We obferved no derangement, or extraor- 
dinary buftle in the family, on account of fo 

* Since the abufe of authority by Governor yAit der 
Stei., and by feveral others of the Company's fervants, they 
have been prohibited from holding any farms. In 

lieu thereof, feveral perquifiies have been allowed them ; fuck 
as the d fpenfier^ or purveyor, five per cent on all wares import* 
ed or exported, the coiiedor has two and a half per cent on 
the monies, the ftorjtr keeper four, the commilTary of the hofpi* 
lal five, and the infpector of the audions five per cent, on all 
goods fold by auftion ; and all this, befide their iifuai monthly 
falary. So that it is only fome few of the higher people in 
office that have a fmaU'villa for their pleafure near the Cape, 
but whence no commodities may be carried ojr, or difpofed 
<0 « ST, 


many 



[ 77 ] 

many unexpeded guefts. A good fupper of 
nine diihes, and comfortable feparate beds 
for each of us, proved that we were not the 
firft who had experienced the hofpitality of 
thefe honeft people. 

As the chief inducement for my making 
this little excurfion, was to obtain fome 
knowledge of the fituation, and the produce 
of the country, as well as to difcover what 
could conduce to the furtherance of the plan 
of the Company in agitation, before aliuded 
to, and on which head I was fure of procur- 
ing much better, and more impartial, infor- 
mation from the country people, than from 
the Company’s fervants at the Cape^ 1 
equally made particular enquiries concern- 
ing the fame of this De Vos, who appeared 
to me to be a man of found judgment. 

What Melk had told me the day before, 
gave me an opportunity of making my en- 
quiries with greater exaflnefs. Without, 
however, that I named the other, De Vos 
told me the fame that he had done with re- 
fpe6t to Mufck and Saldanha Bays, equally 
from his own experience, having been at 
both places feveral times. He added, that, 
in particular, at Ai^/f-Bay, there was 
much excellent corn-ground, and that there 

w'erc 
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were fields, which would admit of an hun- 
dred of feed-corn being fown in one 

patch, without any intervention of barren 
or unprofitable foil. 

He thought, likewife, that there was a 
fafe birth for fliips in the bay, where they 
might even be iheltered from the e.s.e. 

wind 


• This harbour, though r^her open to the eafterly winds, 
and not reforted to by fliips except in cafes of neceffity, 
might, in many refpeds, prove very ufeful were it better 
known. SfarXmaN informs us, that there is a goo an y 
bottom for anchorage, and a fmall creek or mkt to the ibuth- 
u-eft, with depth of water fufficient for a fli.p, 
frelh water running into it. On the north fide of the bav. 
there is a flat fliore, where boats may appproach with iaiety. 
In the journal of the voyage of the Dutch admiral P- 
Caeeben, there is an account of the firfl difcovery of this 
bav ; that commander returning in 1601, with two ftiips, from 
the Indies, caft anchor on the 8th of July here, to repav one 
0f the ‘vejfels that 'mas very leafy, and had hft a great part ep her 
Jheathhg-, they found no other refreftiments than water an 
tnufcles, and hence they gave the bay the name of > 

they left it on the 14th, after having eompleted the furpo/s f 
0^ieb they entered it : thefe veflels coafted along from this place 
to the Cape / Good Bpe, and likewife caft 
gave names to, V^eefib or Flefb Bay, and Vif^ ox hjh Bay, 
illing them from the nature of the fupplies of P^ovifions they 
obtained in each. The narrow policy of the Dutch Eaft-In- 
dia Company has always been direfted to prevent t e true 
SttBtion of the whok of this coaft from becoming known. 
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In riding hither, I had obferved that there I 

was a large inlet of the fea before the diftrid 

of 5: 

Little 5 tlierefore, can with certainty be faid of it ; but if fecurc 
harbours be difcovered along it, the benefits to be derived 
from them would -be very important. Farther to the eaft ward. 

Is or Bktmherg^s^ Bay, which, though it is only an opea 
road, is fpacious, and affords good anchorage for the largeft: ! 

fliips, fhcltered from the northeaff, well, and fouth winds ; ’! 

there is plenty of frefii water, the bay abounds in fiili, and the | 

rocks are covered with excellent oyilers. The fineft timber 
grows in the neighbourhood of thefe bays ; and if, inilead of 
having it brought by land-carriage to the Cspe, a navigatioa ; : 

were effabliihed, the difference would be immenfe, both to the ^ 

fellers and to the buyers. Among the various forts of timber, | 

cither unknown, or extremely rare in Europe, the following 
abound here, viz. geelhmt^ or yellow wood {ilex crticea\ which 
is of a yellow colour, almoft like box, and of a clofe texture-; 1 1 

it is iifed for making of furniture; hucknhout [oUa capeftjis)^ 
rmde elfe^ or red alder {cunmla capenjis) ; the kturehmm {Jophom 
^aptnfi$)i xmmrte y%erhmt^ or black {gardenia 

mmma); xwartbaji (r^ena ^Ihfa) ; and downhmt^ or thorn- 
wood {mimofa nihtka) * which are all ufed in the conflrudioxi 
of waggons and their appurtenances ; ejfmhout^ the alh {eke* 
btrgm tmpenfii)^ which is hard and of a clofe texture, and is j 

ufed for making of tools and, implements of various kinds ; j , 

olive wood {dea Eurtfeee), which is a heavy, ftrong 
wood, of a brown colour, ufed in the conftrudrion of mills ; j 

^ilde catjepkfmg (gardenia thmikrgia)^ a ftrong kind of wood ij 

ufed for clubs ; fiinkbmt^ or ftinkwood, which is a beautiful J 

■'brown' wocKf^ Iik^ houfeiwid furniture of all | 

kinds is ni-ade of it ; it - is liifceptible of the finell: polifii, and | 

has the valuable property of being proof againfl the attacks of 
worms I it has its name from the excremeatitiaiis odour which 

% 
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of Hottentot Holland, in which it appeared to 
me, that a ihip might lie Iheltered from 
both wind and fea, to take in the produce 
of the country, as well as what might be 
conveyed hither from' the interior parts. 

To afeertain this, I particularly queftioned 
De Vos, who frequently went thither to 
hlh, refpedling his opinion on the fubjedl. 
He gave tor anfwer, that with regard to the 
lying qf a'fhip there, he conceived that there 
W'as a fafe birth, in twenty and lefs fathom 
water, and a good fandy bottom, in the 
joutheaft or good monfoon ; but that the 
there was, in moil places, lined with a range 
of funken rocks, although not in fo unin- 
terrupted a chain, but that there were fome 
paifages between them, through which fmall 
vefiels might reach the fhore, to load goods. 
This was confirmed to me, when 1 returned 
to the Cape, by old Mr. Kersten, who had 
many years lived as- refident at Fa^e-Bay, 
and had feen a large Englhh fliip anchor 
in fafety at the place in queftion. 

jt exhales when cut 4own, but which goes away as foon as it 
is dried ; camajiihoui^ which is ufed for veneering ; it is one 
of the hneft and heaviefl kinds of wood ; Stc, Some of thefe 
might, perhaps, if accefs to the immenfe forefts which produce. 

them Wvfi; eaf)', bcfome articles of trade, even to Europe, T. 

Poffibly 
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f’offibly the difficulty of landing might 
not be found fb great as is fhppofed, if pro-' 
per furveys were to be made by intelligent 
people, it is certain, that if the conveyance 
of produce to the Cape could, in this man- 
ner, be made eafy, it would afford a confi- 
derable advantage both to the Company, 
to the colonifts of this dill:ri<5i:, and to others 
fituated over the mountains. The dif- 
advantasies which the colonifts labour un- 
der at prefent, will plainly appear, if we 
confider that, according to the univerfal 
tefiimony of the inhabitants of this diftrift, 
the expence of the conveyance of every 
cartload to the Capet which is at the diftancc 
of twelve Dutch miles, muft be calculated 
at fix rixdollars, fo that the farmers here 
cannot poffibly fell the cartload of ten muds 
of wheat, or of one leager of wine, for the 
fame price, as thofe who have their fettle- 
ments from three to five Dutch miles from 
the Cape*. 

If 

Every new-made cart cofls one hundred and eighty 
iixdollars. This high rate is chiefiy caufed by the fcarcity of 
wood required for the conftniftion, which the Company 
formerly ufed to have kntixom Holland, This, however, i$ 

not 
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If we fuppofe that, of the fix rixdollars 
per cartload, here faved, only the half be to 
the benefit of the Company, and the other 
half to that of the colonifts, it would be fuf- 
ficient to compenfate for the little trouble 
which the accurate inveftigation of this 

matter would occafion. 

Although Hottentot Holland has few corn- 
fields, and is chiefly ufed for the cultivation 
of the vine, this would, neverthelefs, make 
a difference of three rixdollars upon every 
leager of wine, for a cart can load but one 
leager at a time : and the lands fituated over 
the° hills, which almoft all produce more 
corn than wine, would reap the benefit of it 
upon their grain. 

Yet as all this, unfortunately, does not 
agree with the felf-intereft of the Com- 
pLy’s fervants, I firmly believe, that thefe 
meafures, calculated for the mutual advan- 
tage of the Company, and of their colonifts, 

not now praatffd, but moft of the timber wanted is brought, 
with much trouble and inconvenience, over the mountains, 
from an extenflve foreft, fituated feveral days’ journey from 
the Cafc\ and it may not be cut without a fpecial permiffion 
from the goverament* 


will 
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will never be endeavoured to be put in 
execution *. 

The 

* Thcfe caufes, and perhaps the ftipinenefs of the dlre£^ioii 
la Holland^ and their conlidering the as a fnbordinate 
eilabiiOiment, have been the meansj as we ihali hereafter have 
occafion to notice, of its being a yearly charge upon them, iii’- 
ilead of yielding any revenue. In the bands of a more enter- 
prifing nation, it may perhaps be rendered a colony of more 
intrinfic and territorial value, than even its relative importance, 
as a place of relreihment, and refort, for the navigation of the 
Indies. Of the numerous catalogue which may be formed, of 
articles for trade, adtually to be met with, or eafy to be introduce 
ed into this country, none but its corn and wine have hitherto 
made any figure in the records of commerce. Peas, beans, and 
butter, indeed, are fometimes exported to the Indies : the farmers, 
who have a tolerable fiiare of pafture-ground, make from a,o©a 
to 3,500/^. of butter annually, which they carry to the Cape m 
one or two journies, and difpofe of it to the town’s people al 
from three to fix fiivers per pound, who refell the greateft 
part to the fiiips at a profit of from 20 to loc per cent. The 
wmo! of rheir fheep, though extremely coarfe, has, In one or two 
infl:ances,been manufa<?lured into common cloth, and might per- 
haps be brought intoufe for the confumption of the country peo- 
ple. An inconfiderable quantity of oil is procured from the feals 
and penguins, which abound in the neighbourhood of the Cape^ 
and the Ikins of the former are much ufed in the colony $ but 
the fpermaceti, and other whales, which are efpeciaily remark- 
ably numerous in Sf. Helena and Saldanha Bays, have hitherto 
been wholly negle^fed. An article, however, which has of 
late been exported from the Cape^ is gum aloe ; it is procured 
from the leaves of the aloe perfollata^ which is very abundant 
in many parts of the country: Petex. de Witt, a farmer 
fiiil living, was the firft who prepared this gum here, and he, 

in 
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The next < 3 ay, being Sunday, the 24th oi 
July, we left De Vos’s at nine o’clock in the 

morning, 

in confequence, obtained the excluftve privilege of Mivtmig 
it to the Company, whence the quantity produced has always 
been fmall : the juice, tapped from the leaves, generally yields 
one-third of folid gum; it is packed in wooden boxes, con- 
taining from three to five c^t. and is fold at the C.pc for three 
andftmr ftivers per pound. TheCape aloe is more tranfparent, 
and equal, if not fupeiior, in quality, to thofe forts, fold un- 
der the denominations of aloe fuecotrine, and aloe hepatica. 
Almonds are likewife produced here, and are bought y t te 
ihips’ officers to carry for fale to Bata-via, Tobacco is fome- 
times cultivated by the planters for their own ^ “'f? 
by the Hottentots, for the purpofe of fmoaking, mftead of the 
former; but neither have ever been thought of as articles of 
trade. The w'ax-flirubs {myrica quertfoha, and mdifo ia) 
afford a fubftance refembling bees’-wax ; the berries of them, 
which are quite black, are covered with a greyiffi powder : they 
are gathered when ripe, in the month of March, and^boiled tiU 
this white powder is melted, and floats on the furface of the 
water, like fet; this, when Ikimmed off and cooled, ^grows 
hard, and refembles grey, impure wax; it is ufed by the far- 
mers for candles, which burn better than thofe made of taUow : 
Might not the ufe of it become more extended ? From the mi- 
might be colleaed. The camphor-tree 
(tow cmph«a') has been brought here from the Eaft-Indies, 
and has thriven very weU, yet no pains have been taken to 
encreafe the number, or to coUea any camphor. _ Turmeric 
(meuma hngd) might be cultivated here, for it is found in 
ihe Company’s ^rden. The mulberry-tree 
fleurilhes; and might not filkworms be wared here. The 
olive-tree ioha EuropeA) is common on the hills near the town, 
and in other places, growing wUd ; its fruit is faid feldom to 
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morning, and rode on to Vergehegen (far-fitu- 
ated), that famons feat, formerly laid out, 

in 

come to maturity ; Will not cultivationi and care alter tWs? 
Orcliiila-weed may alfo be procured at the C-fe^ which has 
otherwife been exclufively imported from the Canaries, but it 
has not hitherto been fought after, and perhaps it is very little 
known that it does exid here. Indlgof&ras cf feveral forts are 
enumerated among its produdlions, by the different botaniffs 
who have explored this country ; but the maniifa(fture of in- 
digo has never been attempted. We have the affurance of 
Le VAjnLANTj that in the diffridt of fVaveren^ otherwife called 
that of tht fonr-and-iwenfy^srpers^ indigo, as well as fugar and 
cotton, might be cultivated with fuccefs ; in this diftrid, bo- 
lides corn and wine, the planters have engaged in the railing 
for the Cape market, where they have no competitors, all 
kinds of fruit, lemons, oranges, limes, lhaddocks, figs, pome- 
granates, &c. they are fold at fpur, five, and lax, rixdollars the 
hundred, and are eagerly purchafed. Though this is one 
of the moll fertile and pleafant parts of the colony, it is but 
thinly inhabited^ and contains no more than forty or fifty 
farms ; much land in it lies walle : the rivers which traverle 
it fall into the and this into the bay of St. Helena^ 

at its fouthern part. By tbefe channels, the produce of this 
dillrid, together with that of tl^ neighbouring one of Znaaru 
land., might be carried to the bay, where there is good anchor- 
age for {hipping, and where it would be eafy to eftablilh re- 
politories, whence the paflagp by fea to the Cape would be 
quick and eafy. Saldanha-^B^y^ which is well known to be a 
moll excellent and fpacious harbour, might likewife ferve for 
an enterport for that part of Tjwartland which adjoins to it, 
and is too far from the Berg-m^ to fend its produce that 
way ; and this would be the more ufeful, as a permanent fet- 
tlemcnt there would be a great accommodation for the re- 

lireflijneiil 
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in the beginning of this century, by Governor 
A. VAN DER Stel, for his own pleafure, 
but at the expence of the Company, which 
afterwards, tos-ether with other additional 
circumftances, was the caufe of his being re- 
called to Europe, by his employers. The 
whole of this cafe may be amply feen in the 
memorial which he drew up of it, and the 
contra-memorial of the colonifts, whom he 
had treated in a very unreafonable and un- 
juft manner, fending fome of them prifbners 

frefliment of fliips, that might not be able to put into Tahh- 
Bay. It is furprifing that, notmthfianding the many fvvarms 
of bees, which fly wild about the country, no hives have yet 
been introduced, nor any honey or wax collected; Dr. 
Sparkman fays*, that he neither faw nor heard of any one 
that kept home-bees, except a young lad, the fon of a colonift, 
near Confiantia^ who ufed fametimes to fet out empty chefts 
boxes, in which a wild fwarm would fettle without fail 
in the fpace of a few days; but the liquorijlh lad foon de- 
flroyed the hive, and confumed the honey almofi: immediately. 
Ivory, though elephants are now very fcarce near the 
is a commodity that niay.alfo foe procured here. Even oftrich 
feathers, which fafliion has rendered an almoll indifpenfable 
article of drefs to our fair countrywomen, may be added to 
the iiO: of marketable wares. In fliort, though it is fcarcely 
pofiible that all thefe fliouid fucceed, as articles of trade, yet 
trials may be made, and encouragements offered ; while the 
enumeration of them fufEces to lliew, of what importance this 
colony may be rendered by an adtive, enterprifi ng, and libe- 
ral nation* T* 


to 
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to Holland, and aiming at the oppreffion 
and impoverifhment of all. 

He had called this feat Vergekegen, be- 
caufe it is fituated full twelve or thirteen 
hours’ ride from the CapCy nearly in the 
deepefl: part of the valley of Hottentot Hol- 
land. 

The front of the houfe faced the eaft. 
Before it lay a large garden, of a regular 
odlagon form, inclofed by a wall. The 
walk which led up to the houie, was border- 
ed on each fide by orange and lemon-trees j 
but the outer avenue was planted with large 
oak-trees ; they were, however, Icfs in fize 
than thofe of Europe ; between thefe, fiood 
almond-trees, which were then in blolfom, 
and did not contribute a little to eipbelliflx 
thofe pleafant walks. 

To the fouth, was a fimilar long and 
broad avenue, but bordered with cheftmit- 
trees, the fruit of which was very good. 

To the north, lay a large wood of very 
ancient oaks, which extended alfo to the 
weft : it had been more extenfive, but the 
prefent owner of the eftate, one Vlok, had 
had a confiderable part cut down and cleared, 
in order to have a fall profpe^l: over the flat 

country 
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country into Falfe-'Ezj, the view was 
now only bounded by the high mountains of 
Simon's-Ba.y and the weft fhore. 

Along: the back of the houfe flood a row 

. ■ O 

of very high and large camphor-trees, which, 
with their evergreen foliage, afforded a 
pleafant fummer profpedt, even in winter. 
The leaf of this tree refembles, in fopae 
meafure, that of the orange and bay-tree, 
and has the fame gloffy green hue ; it is, 
however, much fmaller: when taken in the 
mouth, or bruifed between the fingers, it has, 
a ftrong camphorated tafte and fmell. The 
wood of the tree is ufed for all kinds of 
cabinet-work, and, when poliflied, is of a 
light brown colour, with black veins ; but 
it is fold at a dear rate. 

The dwelling-houfo, not to fay any thing 
of the other buildings, as flave-houfes, ware- 
houfes, ftables, &c. is a handfome edifice, 
though of only one ftory (as, in fadf', all the 
countryhoufes here are, as well as moft of the 
houfes at Capetown with a long and broad 
gallery, which is the fitting and eating-room 
of the family, and many large apartments 
on each fide. 

The garden, the buildings, and the planta- 
tions. 
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tions, all bore very evident figns of the mag« 
nificence and wealth of the founder, who 
ipent large fums of money upon this fpot ; 
but every thing is now much decayed, as 
the fucceeding proprietors did not poflefs the 
fame means as Mr. van JDEr. Stel, to 
keep it in proper repair. 

The Laurens-nyer, the largeft and moil 
rapid which we had met with in this little 
excurfion, runs juft without the woods be- 
longing to this eftate. We had to croft it 
twice, and for want of bridges, which are 
a convenience uirknown in this country, we 
forded it on horleback, the water reaching 
up nearly as high as our faddles. 

Having taken a view of every thing, as 
well as the fhortnefs of time would admit, 
we rode away at eleven o’clock, and in 
half an hour we returned to the farm of De 
Vos; whence, after having dined, and 
heartily thanked our friendly entertainer, 
we took our departure at half paft one 
o’clock. At four, we rode paft Stellenhqfch, 
and at half paft fix, we came to Albertvn’s 
farm, near the Klapmuts, where we took up 
our night’s lodging. 

The next morning, about nine o’clock, 

Vft 
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we left tliefe honeft and hofpitable people, 
on our return to the Cape, dined by the way 
upon bread and butter and a glafs of wine, 
in the open air, not far from Valley, 

on the banks of a little rivulet, and in the 
middle of a grove of low trees, and arrived 
at the town, at half four o clock, in the 
afternoon. 

I was informed, upon my arrival, by Mr. 
Hemmy, that the muftering of my crew, 
and difpatch of my veffel, would take place 
on Friday next, the 29th of July*. 

On 

* No more than fifteen days had thus elapfed, from the 
time of my arrival in to that of my difpatch, ia 

which the crew had to refreOi themfelves, and recover from 
the fatigues of a long and boifteroiis paffage. It may eafdy be 
conceived, that their bodies could not, in fo fhort a time, be 
fully divefted of the bad humours, and fcorbutic matter, v.^bch 
bad been accumulated in them, in the confiderable fpace of 
time they had been on board, namely, from the 6th of Janu- 
ary, the day I received them at P.a?nmd(ns, till the 13th of 
July ; and this vas very apparent afterwards, when I was at 
fea ; for in a few days, the ufual fiiips^ difeafes manifefted 
themfelves on board; as likewife continued fevers, which 
were immediately followed by a total proflration, arifing 
from he impure Hate of the whole frame, and the corruption 
of the fluids ; thefe fevers were alfo accompanied by the 
fcurvy, which foon likewife made its appearance. It is true, 
that the and word ficknefs occurred among thofe of 

my crew, who had been feat, for a few days, as a help, on. 

board 
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On Wednefday, the 27th, I rode in the 
forenoon to the Company’s garden called 

board of the Ihip ; this veffel had arrived at the 

with eighty fick ; cleanlinefs feemed to h-ive been very little 
attended to on board of her, for die was between the decks fo 
choaked with filth, that fome of my officers afTured me, they 
had never feen fo much dirt, not even on board of any French 
Clip. Though it is probable, that my men wereinfefted by the 
lick of this veffei, h is, however, reafonable to conclude, that 
their bodies were not an a perfedl ftate of health, nor their 
Huids wholly purified, or this contagion could never have 
fpread fo rapidly among them. 

I fhould, therefore, be of opinion, that the outwardbound 
ihips fhould flop longer at the Cap^ and flay there four 
weeks, infiead of a fortnight, in order that fey a proper length 
of time to refrefh, the bodies of the failors might be cleanfed 
of their accumulated peccant matter. Returning thus on 
board in good health, and with renewed firength, they would 
not only be able to cope with the fatigues of the remainder of 
the voyage, but arriving in the Indies, with a hale and healthy 
frame of body, they would, in fome meafure, be able to with*- 
fiand the firft attacks of the unwholefome climate. 

It may, perhaps, be objected to this, that the addition^- 
charges to be incurred by a longer flay, would confiderably 
encreafe the fhip’s expences^ But this is of little importance^ 
for the articles of refrefliment procured at the Cape^ do 
not cofl much ; my Blip, the Ouiverker^t confumed during 
her flay : 

4,708 pounds of frefh meat, amounting, at peiw 

Bings (t| of a fiiver, or penny) per pound, to/. 8o i8 S 
40 muds of wheat, for baking, at/ 5 lyi per mud 334 13 S 

/313 12 o 

Thus a fhip flaying half a month longer, would only ex- 
pend twice that fum. 
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Ne-w/and, which is about one Dutch mile 
and a half from the Cape, where the gover- 
nor, Mr.- VAN Plettenberg, then was, iij 
order to take leave of his excellency. 

On the following Saturday, the Com- 
pany’s hoy, the Neptune, commanded by 
Captain de Haas, came to an anchor in 
TaNe-Bay. This veffel had left the harbour 
on the 20th of May, with goods for Falje- 
Bay ; when at lea, Ihe had been overtaken 
by a violent ftorm, and driven upon the 
reef of Anguillas, where Ihe continued to 
fwerve about till the 2 2d of Juue ; on the 
evening of that day, the fame on which we 
had been lizraffed by the dreadful hurricane 
before delcfibed, Ihe rolled away all her 
three mails. She was then driven to the 
louthward, as far as 41°, and got fight pf 
the iflands Dina and Marfeveen. They had, 
for a great part of the time, been in want of 
water j but they fortunately had plenty of 
wine on board, lb that they kept themlelve^ 
alive with bread and wine. 

The next morning, being Sunday, the 
31ft of July, I fet off, at eight o’clock, in 
company with Mr. Ernst, for Falfe-Bay, 
where we arrived at one. We found my 

Ihin 
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ft!p in good condition, and ready for lea * 
Bnt the wind blowing from the s.e. for this, 
and the two following days, we were pre- 
vented from failing. 

This morning, came to an anchot here, 

the Company’s Ihip P — , Captain 5——^, 

who had failed from Goerie, on the I2th 
of May, for the chamber of Delft, with two 
hundred and nine men, of whom twenty- 
eight had died on the palfage, eighty were 
now confined by ficknefs, and the remainder 
were moftly unfit for the Ihip’s duty : and 
as, for want of hands, they were incapable 
of mooring the Ihip, or taking in their fails, 
I diredlly fent them fixty men, to affifi: them 
in doing this, who I let remain on board her 
till Tuefday evening. 





CHAP- 
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CHAPTER III. 

Departure from False-JB^jj. — Violent Thunder- 
jiorm- — Meteors called Caftor and Pollux. 
Dreadful epidemical Diforder which raged on 
Board. — The Surgeon's Report concerning it.— 
Treatment of the Sick, ^c. — Pqfs the IJlands 
Amsterdam and St.? KVi..-Bear away for 
New Holland. — Di/appointed in falling in 
with it.—Pqfs the LatHud. of the Triads Rocks. 
—View of the South Oaft of a.— Range along 

ll, Great Inaccuracy of the Company's Charts. 

Pajfcge of the Straits of Sv-stsK.—dncborage at 

Batavia. 

On W^dnefday morning, the 3d of 
Auguft, the wind being northweft, we 
weighed anchor, with a ftifF ga.le, accompa- 
nied by hail and rain, and got under fail at 
eleven o’clock, a.m. faluting the road with 
feven guns, which was returned us by the 

p with five. At two o’clock, p.m. 

we were out of the bay, and fleered our 
courfe firft in a foutherly direftion, for fear 
the wind fhould come round to that quarter. 
At this time ray crew confifted of three hun- 
dred 
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dred and twenty-three men, all feemingly in 
good health. 

The next morning, the wind Hill blew 
hard from the n.w. and we faw a fail lying 
by to the s.w. with a Prince of Orange’s 
flag* flying from her mizen-topmafthead. 
We paffed her at the diftance of a quarter 
of a league, and fliould have hailed her, but 
the high wind made us think it not fafe to 
approach near enough to underfland each 
other. 

On the 9th and loth of Auguft, tve had 
violent thunderftorms in the evening ; the 
claps of thunder were fo loud and inceflant, 
that the Ihip fhook by their explofion ; and 
the flafties of lightning fhot between the 
mafts, and fo clofe along the hull of the 
Ihip, that we were apprehenfive of the lofe 
of the former, and of fire in the latter. 
Large hailftones fell at the fame time, ac- 
companied by rain, and a high wind ; yet 
we fuffered no great .damage from this con- 
cuflion of the elements. 

I am of opinion, that the iron fpindles for 
the vanes, which are generally ufed at the 

* See the note to page 14 1, of the firft volume. T ■ 

topmglb' 
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topmaftheads, are very bad in thimder- 
ftorras, as they cannot but attrad: the eledrid 
inatter ; the topmafts of my ihip had not 
inch ipindics, but knobs. 

On the loth, at fix o’clock in the even* 
ing, when the thunderfiiorm was at the 
highefi:, we law the meteors called Caftor 
and Pollux, upon the topfailyardarms, which 
gave a clear light, and appeared like finalJ 
lambent flames ; Ihortly after which the 
florm abated. 

We likewife faw them, on the mizen and 
maintopfail-yards, on the 5th of September, 
at eleven o’clock at night, when we had a 
lowering Iky, with thunder and lightnings 
hut not fb violent as at former times. 

Towards the end of the month of Augults 
the fcurvy began to appear, more and mores 
among the people ; and on the ifl: of Sep- 
tember, we loft two men by it, who had 
only begun to complain the day before, and 
who died, as it were, in the midft of their 
ufual occupations. This loon convinced 
me, that my fears, relpeding the ill confe- 
quences of the too Ihort ftay of my men at 
the Cape, were not imaginary. Since my 
departure from that place, I had, however# 
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giveti tRe whole of the flilp’s crew fbip, 
tbade of frelh mutton, twice a week, and 
had niade the fbldiers exercift; when it was 
good weather, every day, to keep them in 
motion; 

But this was only a cOmmencemetit of 
our fufferihgs. It was not alone the fcurvy 
which manifefted itfelf on board, but like- 
wile a moft malignant putrid fever^ which 
attacked a great number, lb that, on the 
loth of September, we had one hundred on 
the ficklift. The Ibldiers, and fuch failors 
who had not before been at fea, were chiefly 
the victims of this diforder ; but it attacked, 
in particular, thole who had been on board 
of the Chip P-- ■» 

The firfl: lymptoms of the fever, and 
which occurred feme days before it adhially 
came on, were a violent headache and pains 
in the ftomach, debility, and lols of appe- 
tite. Some died during the firft fit of the 
fever; others two or three days afterwards. 
A ftrong putrid fmell was perceived even 
before they died, and many of the bodies 
emitted lb dreadful a ftench, in half an 
hour after the breath had left them, that 
they were forced to be inftantaneoufly com- 
mitted 
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mitted to the deep. Immediately after theif 
death, and, in fbme cafes, even before it, 
the bodies were blotched with black and 
blueifii fpots, efpecially upon the neck and 
breaft, which indicated an entire corruption 
of the whole fyftem. 

The following is a relation of the com- 
mencement, progrefs, and termination, of 
this heknefs, as couched in the report con- 
cerning it made to nne by my furgeon, Mr. 
L. ViNKE. 

This epidemic began in the latter part 
of the month of Auguft, and did not end 
till the beginning of Odlober. The fuf- 
“ ferers firft felt a chilly fliivering ; then 
a liftleffnefi and pain in the joints ; this 
was followed by a €ufliing heat exter- 
** nally, but internally they always com- 
plained of cold. Some had a violent 
fever, with a throbbing pulfation ; others 
"no fever at all, with a low and weak 
" pulfe. In general, they were overcome 
" by a fudden debility, in lb .far, that fome 
" who endeavoured to keep up, fell down 
** from weaknels. Some had their ulual 
" and natural evacuations, others none at all. 
“ Their urine was fomewhat turbid, yel- 

" lowilh. 
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** iowilh, and very (harp. In the beginning, 
the tongue was whitifli, but afterwards 
covered with a brown coat, and with a 
** black flime over the teeth. In the night, 
** they were very reftlefs, and generally de- 
“ lirious. Some had violent retchings on the 
“ fecond day, and brought up a blackifh 
“ matter ; yet the patients felt no eale from 
it, but experienced a great degree of 
anxiety, accompanied by profufe perfpira- 
tion. On the third day they got a hic- 
“ cough, with a coldnefs of the extremities ; 
fome bled, at the fame time, copiouHy 
from the nofe ; and, at laft, they loft the 
power of retention of their urine and ex- 
crements, which they voidedjnvolunta- 
*^ rily; their evacuations were of a dark 
** brown colour, and intolerably fetid ; at 
“ laft, a profufe cold and clammy fweat 
** came upon them, at which time they died. 
“ I examined fbme of them, after they were 
“ dead, who were full of purple blotches, 
on the breaft and face ; I faw two, who 
** had a blackifh fpot, of the fize of two 
“ handbreadths, along and under the fhort 
“ ribs, at the place where the liver lies, 
“ which is a certain fign of the entire mor- 

tification 
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tification of that part; and thefe bodies 
were fb putrid, that they could not be 
kept on board half an hour after the d’e- 
** ceale. Some of the patients, who had 
** immediately complained, or given them- 
** felves in as lick, got, on the fifth, or 
feventh, day of their illnefs, 2. diarrhcea^ 
** which in fbme was critical, or favourable, 
and in others fymptomatic, or incidental ; 
“ the diarrhcea critica feldom lafted longer 
** thin three or four days ; they voided a 
quantity of dark brown and blaekifh mat- 
“ ter, and the fever then left them entirely 5 
“ thefe patients were far gone in a decay of 
flrength, and the worll was, that they 
“ continually relapfed, even four or five 
“ times: three times were the ufiial run: 
** and by thefe continual relapfes, many 
“ w^ere alfo attacked by the fcurvy, by 
“ which fevferal of them died. Thofe who 
“ got a diarrhcea fymptomatica, had a violent 
“ colic, together with very fetid and loofe 
“ ftools, fometimes accompanied by the eva- 
cuation of a flimy matter, with ftreaks of 
“ blood running through it. Some of thefe 
“ patients were attacked by a violent vomit- 
“ ing, hiccough, and convulfions, and, lafely, 

“ thoy 
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^ they fell into a profufe cold and clammy 
fweat, in which they died. Few of thofe 
who had the diarrhoea fymptomatica re- 
** covered, except when the lymptoms were 
not very violent. Some had their crifis, 
or rather metaftafis, with a fwelling 
behind .the ears, upon the breaft, or 
“ fhoulders, which changed to a fuppuration, 
whereby they were cored. Others again 
fel{ violent pains in the Ihoulders, knees, 
or feet, which, after having lafted two 
days, left them, and they recovered. 
Thofe who tried to keep up, and waited 
two or three days before they gave them- 
felves in as patients, almoft all died within 
the fourth day after they came under my 
care, Thefe were, in genera], full of 
puftplous fpots, and half an hour after their 
** deceafe, the abdomen turned quite black, 
“ which is a certain fign of an entire morti- 
fication of all the vilccra of the belly. 
From the time of its commencement, till 
“ the ^d of Oftoher, when it ceafed, tweuty- 
** nine men died of this difeafe, befide thofe 
“ .who were carried off by the feurvy, and 
other diforders.” 

1 attribute this dreadful epidemic to no 

Other 
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« tification of that part ; and thefe bodies 
« were fo putrid, that they could not he 
« kept on board half an hour after the' de- 
« ceafe. Some of the patients, who had 
immediately complained, or given them- 
«* felves in as fick, got, on the fifth, or 
feventh, day of their illuefs, n diarrhcea-, 

« which in fome was critical, or favourable, 
and in others fymptomatic, or incidental ; 

** the diarrhcea- critica feldom lafted longer 
« than three or four days ; they voided a 
quantity of dark brown and blaekiih mat- 
« ter, and the fever then left them entirely 5 
« thefe patients were far gone in a decay of 
ftrength, and the worft was, that they 
«contiOTally relapfed, even four or five 
“ times : three times were the ufiial run . 
« and by thefe continual relapfes, many 
« were alfo attacked by the fcurvy, by 
« which fevhral of them died. Thofe who 
“ got a diarrhcea fymftomaticat had a violent 
« colic, together with very fetid and loofe 
ftools, fometimes accompanied by the eva- 
cuation of a (limy matter, with ftreaks of 
“ blood running through it. Some of thefe 
« patients were attacked by a violent vomit- 
« ino-, hiccough, and convulfions, and, lafily, 
“ « they 
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^ they fell into a profufe cold and clammy 
fweat, in which they died. Few of thofe 
who had the diarrhcea fymptomatica re- 
covered, except when the lymptoms were 
not very violent. Some had their crifis, 
** or rather metaftafis, with a . fwelling 
behind the ears, npon the breaft, or 
“ fhoulders, which changed to a fuppuration, 
** whereby they were cured. Others again 
felt violent pains in the Ihoulders, knee$, 
or feet, which, after having lafted twm 
days, left them, and they recovered. 
Thofe who tried to keep up, and waited 
two or three days before they gave them- 
felves in as patients, almoft ail died within 
** the fourth day after they came under my 
care, Thefe were, in general, full of 
** puftplous fpots, and half an hour after their 
** deceaft, the abdomen turned quite black, 
“ which is a certain fign of an entire morti- 
fication of all the vilccra of the belly. 
** From the time of its commencement, till 
the 2 d of 06lober, when it ceafed, twenty* 
nine men died of this difeafe, befide thofe 
“ who were carried off by the fcurvy, and 
other difbrders.” 

1 attribute this dreadful epidemic to no 

other 
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Other eaufe, than that my healthy meti^ 
is-hom 1 fent, as abovementioned, as a helfi, 

on board of the (hip P , caught 

fedioti there ; efpecially fuice the indivi- 
duals v?ho had been on board of her, v^ere 
the firft who were attacked by it. 

The prevalence of this ficknefb occafioried 
{o much difmay among thofe who remained 
in health, that they imagined that the (hip 
was infeded with the plague, and I had the 
greatefl difficulty to convince them, and 
efpecially my officers, of the contrary, by 
daily going myfelf to vifit the fick, to fee 
that they were properly treated, and to en- 
courage and confole the poor fufferers, aS 
much as lay in my power. 

The failors who had been much at fea, 
■were the laft who w^ere attacked by this 
diforder, and they, for the raoft part, re^ 
covered. 

By this dreadful and malignant dlfeafe, 
as well as by the feurvy, I loft forty- two 
men of ray crew in September, and at the 
clofe of that month, I had ftill one hundred 
and eight confined by ficknefs. 

In this fituation, fo diftrefsful to me. 
We fcarcely khey? how to proceed. The 

furgeorr 
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Hirgeou and his mates did all in their power, 
and whatever art could dcvife, according to- 
their befl; abilities, to ftop the progreft of the 
difeafe j but it may eafily Se conceived, that, 
where the number ^as fo great, they could 
not attend to every individual, with that en- 
tire folicitude, which the nature of the dif* 
temper feemed particularly to require. 

Befides this, thole medicines which were 
the moll neceffary, were foon coiifumedj 
and what is a mod: lhameful negledt in the 
equipment of the Company’s Ihips, at lead: 
at the chamber of Zealand^ as I experienced 
it mylelf in both my voyages, there was 
not a lingle drop of white wine- vinegar to 
be found on board, which, in thele cafes, is 
an article of the utmoft necellity, and yet, 
perhaps, it is charged in account to the 
Company. However it be, this is certain, 
that the want of it was the occafion that 
many of our fick died. 

Notwithllanding all this, we yet thought 
ourfelves fortunate, that we met wiihfine wea- 
ther, in running down through the fouthern 
latitudes, fo that the gratings a:nd airholes 
could always remain open, by which the 
contamination of the air was greatly mode- 
rated j 
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lated; while, on my part, I took efpecial 
«.re that the fick-ward, which was, as 
rfaal, between the firft and fecond decks, 

" Th:':ifirittrltinnany tefteihed 
and rLLed, by the opening of the port- 
holes, and by a coolfail. made like a funnel, 
in the manner of M. nu Hamel j and_ at 
ni^ht, when this could not be done, for fear 
nf* accidents, the ventilators were kept con- 


ftantly at work. ^ 

I allowed no water to be made ufe of m 
cleaning it out, that the moifture might not 
contribute to encreafe the contagion ; and 
on the other hand, daily fumigations were 
made with juniper-berries and frankmcenfe, 
likewife by burning of gunpowder, and 
pouring of vinegar on red-hot bullets. ^ 

The cribs of the fick were fprinkled with 
vinegar, and the patients were direaed to 
wafh their hands and faces, and rinfe their 
mouths with it, every morning. 

Their viauals confided, one day, in mut- 
ton-broth, with lemonjuice ; the next, in 
rice-porridge ; and the third, in bread and 
beer, with wine ; and in the morning they 
had grouts, with Spanifli wine. 


Thofe 
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Thdfe who recovered were put to a fepa- 
fate mefs, and thefe were allowed, for the 
firfl: ten days, nothing but fpoonmeat, peeled 
Ibarley, and peas, without their ration of 
pork or beef, becaufe their ftomaehs were 
much too weak to digeft thefe laft. It alfo 
appeared, that thofe -who had eat a little 
pork or beef in lecret, fell immediately ill 
pgaln. 

To fuch as remained in health, I gave 
everyday a quartern of wine (which they 
did not receive elfe but three times a week), 
and I caufed bitters to be put into their 
ufual morning and evening drams, in order 
to oppofe, as much poffible, the commence- 
ment of corruption. 

Our fouthern navigation Was very good ; 
we met with no bad weather of anv confe? 
guence, but the winds were almoft always 
too flack, to admit of a quick paifage, 
although it was in the winter-feafon, in 
thefe latitudes. 

When, on my former voyage, I pafled 
this way, in the month of January, which 
is here the middle of lumm r, we met with 
much harder winds, and often with violent 
fliorms, during which we were frequently 

obliged 
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obliged to lie by, which did not once happen 

this time. ^ 

On the 2d of September, m the after* 

fioon, we thought that we faw the ifland 
Jmjlerdam i hvit could not, on account of 
the hazinefs of the weather, be certain of it. 

On the 5th, we faw a good deal of fea* 
weed, which made us conclude that we had 
pafled the iflands of Amfierdam and SuPauI, 
w were to the eaftward of them ; the more 
fo, as the variations of the compafs, and two 
lunar obfervations, which I had made, ac* 
cording to the manner of M, de LA Caille, 
corroborated the conjecture. 

Upon confidering thefe circumftances, 
we determined to bear away for the Land 
cfthe Eendragt, in New Holland, in order to 
correct our reckoning, and to fleer for the 
ifland of Java, fo as to fail in with it, 
to the eaftward of the Straits oi Sunda. 
But we were fruftrated in our hopes of 
feeing this land, by the foutheaft trade wind, 
which we now met with, and which car- 
ried us too far to leeward; wherefore, 
on the 25th of September, we changed our 
courfe to n.e. and bore away afterwards m 
a northerly track, availing likewife of the 

variation 
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variation of the compafs, in order to get to 
the eaftward of the Straits of Sunday for I 
found, by feveral journals, that there was a 
variation of 2|* north, at the eaft end of 
yava^ and by my own experience I knew 
that there was no variation at all at the 
Stru ts of Sunda. 

On the 26th of that month, we pafled the 
latitude in which the I’rial s Rocks are laid 
down. 

On the 4th of OiSlober, a large bunch of 
green weed floated by the Ihip, and the next 
day, half an hour before funrife, we dif- 
covered the fouth coaft , of 

The part which we law fhewed like a 
very long ifland, leemingly about eight or 
nine leagues in length, and appearing to 
ftretch out to the northeaftward, moftly in 
an equal diredlion, and of a moderate height. 
The weft point appeared craggy and broken, 
and the eaft point run gradually round in a 
circular fhape : this was the ifland called 
Noufa Baron. 

Juft after eight o’clock in the morningj 
we faw, a little to the weftward of this 
land, the fpiry fummit of a mountain, 
which appeared above the clouds, and look- 
ed 
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ed of a blue colour, but underneatb, we 
could not fee any land : this mountain was 
higher than any one I had ever feen. 

The land which appeared afterwards, 
during this day, was high, bare, and ilony, 
with a rocky fhore ; and in fome places 
Ihoals and rocks, which feemed to extend 
about a league from the land. 

The next day, at eight o’clock, a.m. we 
thought we law the Hoornjhoofd, or the Born^ 
being a high mountain, fo called, n.e. by 
N. from us. The coaft was Hill higher, 
and equally barej but, a little before noon, 
we perceived Ibme trees upon the tops of 
the hills. At half paft two o'clock, r-M. 
we were abreaft of a large opening, which 
feemed to run far inland, and appeared tp 
us to be the mouth of a river. The land 
Ihewed here in four ridges, lying behind 
each other, rifing gradually higher, in pro- 
portion as they were more inland, and ail 
of them being wholly covered with thick 
woods. At four o’clock we fa w a building 
clofe to the Ihore, which looked like a fort ; 
this edifice, together with fome -habitatipris 
which we faw adjacent to it, I then thought 
conftituted the old city of Mataram^ at leaflt 

the 
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the obfervation of the Hoornfioofd, and the 
diftance we had fmce. failed ' along the 
coaft, indicated as nauch ; but his excel- 
lency, Governor van ber Parra, told me 
afterwards that that city lay farther in- 
land. At eight o’clock we had foundings 
in one hundred and twenty-five fathoms, 
blucifo clay. At night, having little or no 
wind, we made no progrefs, but floated 
about without any determinate dirediion. 

At daybreak the next morning, being the 
yth of Oftober, we could but juft fee the 
land, and I according fleered again diredly 
for it. At eight o’clock, xye difcovered a 
very low coaft, which began at a middling 
elevated point, where the high land termi- 
nated. 

This low land was* entirely covered with 
trees, among which we perceived feveral 
groves of cocoa-nut, and arcca trees, the 
Ihore was bordered by a white besach, 
againft which the fea rolled wdthoat in- 
terruption. 

At ten Q’clock, we law, among the woo43, 
a very high tree, which fpread out its branches 
very far, and appeared, at a diftance, like a 

beacon j 
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beacon ; and from the mafthead we difeera'- 
ed feveral negrees, or villages. 

We here faw high land again, though 
the low land continued all along before it, 
till three o’clock, p.m. when we again faw 
nothing but low land with trees. 

We failed along the fliore, from eight 
o’clock, A.M. till funfet, at the didance of 
a league, over the depth of thirty or forty 
fathoms, black fendy groimd, like fine gun- 
powder. 

The land which we beheld in the morn- 
ing of the eighth of Odober, fhewed like 
a double range of broken hills, of a mid- 
dling height. Shortly afterwards we law 
the appearance of an ifland, in the n.n.w, 
on each fide of which there was a deep 
inlet, with high mountains inland j we con- 
ceived that thele were Maurice and Dirk de 
Tries Bays. We like wife law a high cape, 
and land n.w. by n. which, at three o’clock, 
P.M. bore due north from us. Jull: beyond, 
and eaft of this cape, lay a rock above water, 
upon which the fea broke. 

Hence the coafi: ftretched, as far as we 
could fee, w. by n. and w.n.w. being 

tolerably 
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tolerably high land, covered with trees- 
We &iled along it, two and a half leagues 
from the Ihore, and law a heavy Turf break- 
ing upon it- Our depth of water was forty 
and fbrty-fiye fathoms. 

At funfet we fleered weft, but finding the 
depth decreafing, we edged gradually away 
to the ibuth, as far as s.s.w. 

At daybreak, the followhig morning, be- 
ing the 9th of Oflober, we found ourfelves 
clofe under a woody ifland. We here per- 
ceived that the fouth coaft of yava, inftead 
of being laid do wn, in the Company’s charts, 
with requifite accuracy, is, on the contrary, 
placed very erroneoufly ; for^ with the courle 
which we had fleered at night, we ought, 
according to the charts, not only not to have 
approached the land, but to have bore away 
from it inore and more. I am not the only 
one, who has been deceived in thk relpefl:, 
for having accidentally on board a journal 
of the Company’s com- 

manded by Captain Halfman, I found the 
&me occurrence noted down in it, at the 
fame place. 

It is really to be lamented, that lb power- 
ful a body as the Eaft-India Company, and 

whole 
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teiiofe prorperity fo much depends upon the 
iafe and prolperous voyages of their (hips, 
Ihould trouble themfelves fo little with the 
improyeriient df navigation in general, and 
the Gorredlion of their charts in pafticular. 
i could adduce many inftances of their fault- 
tinels, both vrith refpedt to the Indies, and 
to the Goaft of Afrida. Other nations pur- 
fiie this objed with indefatigable affiduity, 
clpecially the Englhh, whofe maps are, in 
general, infinitely preferable to our’s. 

On the 9th and loth of Odober, we had 
very little prolped of the land, by reafbn 
of the continual rain, accompanied by vio- 
lent thunder and lightning, which we ex- 
perienced thofe days; except that We fa w, 
at inteiwals, the blue furamits of the moun- 
tains breaking through the clouds. Here wc 
caught a dorado, which afforded us an 
agreeable refrefhment. 

On the following days, and till the 14th 
of the month, we had continual rain?, 
mollly with dead calms ; or elfe the little 
breezes which we had, were in general 
Wefterly. 

But on the 1 5th, the wind blew fb hard 
from the weft, that we could not even 

carry 
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carry a topfail, with two reeves; this was 
accompanied by a ftrong current, ietting to 
the eaft, fo that we cwitinualiy loft ground. 
We therefore determined to bear away to 
the jfbuth, in order to get into the eafteily 
tradewind again, and to run down fo fer to 
the weftward with it, that we could make 
the Straits of Sunda, 

On the 2oth, finding that we had adf 
vanced far enough for this purpofe, we again 
fleered north ; on the 2 ad,, in the morning, 
we got fight of the weft point of ; at 
nine o’clock, p.m. we fucceeded in gaining 
the paftage between yma and Prince’s 
ifland, and at ten we anchored clofe to New 
Ifland. 

On the evening of the enfuing day, we 
reacheft tfte fecond, and, on the day after, 
the third point of Jav^a. On the 25th we 
dropped anchor, at night, clofe to the point 
o£ Bantam^ whence we fet fail the next day 
at noon ; and on the 28th of 0 < 9 :ober, we 
anchored, at four o’clock, p.m. in the road of 
Batavia^ whence feven fhips had failed the 
fame morning for Holland, being the firft 
divifion of the return-fleet. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Departure from BATAviA /orSAMARANG.— P<# 
tbe Reef of Sedary.— 0/ Cheribon.— 

jxGA>L.-~^herwo Brothers.-- jncborage in 'the 
Road of Samarang.— for failing, 
along the Coaft. -^-Account of the Government at 
' SAUAUA^G.—Difentm bemeen the Soesoe- 
. hoekam and MANKa Boeni. — "the latter 

Jupjortedhy the Company.— The Empire of }xvk 
parcelled out.— The Seacoajl ceded to the Com^ 
^any. — 'Ehey make tbemjelves' Majiers ^Balam- 
,'»0TJANG.r-SoERA Carta, the Capital Of the 
'soESOEHOEUAM.— D’Jokje. Carta, that of 

the Sultan. — Short Account of the Rejidencies of 

OELOPAMPANG."“SoirRAB AYA. GrISSE. ' 

Samanap. — Rembang. — J oAKA. — Japara. 

— Samarang.— Pacalonoa.— Tagal — R<r- 

Jtdents at the Courts of the two Javanefe Emperors. 
—EfaMiJhment, Revenues, &c. of this Govern- 

f ment. 

On the evening of the 28th of Odober 
I informed the governor general, Van der 
Parra, of ray arrival, and learnt that my 
Ihip was appointed to fail to Amboyna. 

A few 
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A few days afterwards, it was determined 
that the voyage thither fhould be made by- 
way of Macajfer^ in order to fetch Mr, 
Bernard van Pleuren, the fecond of 
that jfettlement, who was eledled governor 
of Amboyna, and to carry him to his new 
appointment. 

The fhip being made ready for this 
voyage, I received my dilpatches, on the 
ad of December, from the governor gene- 
ral, with orders, to fet fail the next day for 
Samarang, where I was to receive direftions 
at what factories in Java I was to touch, in 
order to take in my cargo. 

We had on board, fixty-five European 
failors, twenty-five lafcars, fifty-one foldiers 
for the fettlement at Macajfer, and nine 
palTengers ; namely, the bookkeeper, War- 
ner, his wife and two children, fot Samarang', 
Enfign Boudon, his wife and fon, for Ma~ 
cajfer ; and Enfign Fetter, with Kramer, 
a matrofs, {qx Amboyna. 

We failed on the 3d of December, at 
nine o’clock, a.m. from the road of 
‘via, fleering firfl for the ifland 'Edam, af- 
terwards for the point of Caravoang, and 
thence, in eighteen and twenty fathoms 

water. 
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water, to order to pefe the reef of Sr<&7. 

at a tolerable d'lftance. cm. 

Having weathered the reef about five 

e*clock,wefteered'towards the fhore, m order 

to get into more fhonly water ; and at ten, 
jJ. we came to an anchor, in ten fathoms, 
as 1 did not judge it prudent to attempt 
pairing, during the night, the rock which lies 
Lee, 'or three and a half, leagues from the 
point of Pamnoekan, and on which the 

CaflleefWoerdaimsvr’xUi. 

In the night, and on the followmg day, 

it blew hard from w.N.w, with a high fea, 

by which the fliip ftraiiied very much, as 
(he rode at anchor, fo that we faw no chance 

v • U- cnf tanrhor • while, in the mean 
of weighmg our ancnor , wu , 

time, it was dangerous to he here, if the 

wind veered to the northward, which would 

alfo have much delayed the profecution of 

cmr voyage. We accordingly deteimined 

npon cutting the cable; which we did, and 

fet fail, fleering, about ten o’clock, AvM. 
for the point of Indramaye, and afterwar J 
along the reef of Cheribon, till having pair- 
ed itt we fleered eaft, during the night. 

On the following day we difeerned little 

of the land, on account of the haay weather, 

except. 
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except Mount Tagaly which is a volcano, 
but of which we faw nothing, as it was 
covered with thick clouds, from its iummit, 
halfway down. 

The next day, the 6th of December, at 
daybreak, we got fight of two hills, cloleiy 
refembling each other, and called the Twa 
J^rotberf ; and a little more to the eaftward 
the hill of Samarangy which is foraewhat 
larger and higher j which are the landmarks, 
by which the chief lettieroent of this go-^ 
vernnaefit is diftinguiflied, , We anchored in 
the road of Samarojngy at eight o’clock in 
the evening, and I went on fliore the next 
day, to deliver the Company’s papers to Mr. 
Robert van der Burg, the governor, and 
to receive farther orders. 

Relpecling the navigation from Batavia 
to $amarangy the following directions may be 
of fervice. 

On leaving the road of Batavia, fteer for 
the ifland of Edam; then between that and 
the ifland I^eyden, or oKe between Leyden 
and Enkhuizen^ and afterwards round Pomt 
Carawang, and fo far from the fhore, to 
have oihng enough to pafs the reef which 
runs out from Sedary ; the lead is in this 

refpeCt 
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reipeft the beft guide, fince you muft not 
fuffer it to flioal more than ten fathoms, till 
this reef be paffed, of which you may _be 
certain/ in the daytime, when the ig 
trees of SeJary, which are a few fingle 
trees, eafily to be diftinguifhed on account 
of their height, bear s.s.w. and in the night, 
fleering to the eaft, in twelve fathoms Water, 
it deepens when you are paft the reef; upon 
which fleer more foutherly, keeping how- 
ever your depth, into the bight of Fama- 
■noekant till the water Ihoals to ten and nine 
fathoms, when you muft fleer again more 
eaft, in order not to approach too near the 
ftiore of ; you may be fure you will 
then run clear of the rock, upon which the 
Cajile of Woerden vizs loft, although there 
is fixteen fathoms water clofe to it : but the 
fafeft is to anchor here, during the night. 
Having doubled the point of P mnanoskati^ 
fleer for that of Indraymayey in ten, eleven, 
twelve, and thirteen, fathoms water ; upon 
approaching the laft, be fure to keep in 
thofe depths, to avoid falling upon the reef 
of Cherihon, which having paffed, fleer as 
much to the fouthward of eaft, as to retain 
nineteen or^ twenty fathoms depth j or in 
‘ . the 
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the daytime, keeping within fight of the 
flierre, till you begin to near Pahalangy 
when you muft fteer fo far off fhore as to 
double the rock which lies n.e. by n. from 
that place : you will then come in fight of 
the hills of Tagal, Samarangy and the Two 
Brothers when the laft bear due fouth, 
ileer for the fhore, and afterwards along it, 
till the enfign’s flaif of Samarang bears 
S.S.E. and let drop your anchor, .in five, or 
four and a half, fathoms. All along, the 
north Goafi of Java^ the bottom is a foft 
elay. 

This government, which is one of the 
moft lucrative for the Company’s fervants 
which they have, was twenty years ago only 
a coromandery ; but it was changed into a 
government, upon the. confiderable acqui- 
sition of territory made by the Company, 
along the feacoaft, by cefHon to them by the 
-60ESOEHOENAM, at the conclufiou of peace, 
during the government of Mr. Harting, 
who terminated the war oi Java, in which 
the empire was fplit into two parts, one re- 
maining under the soesoehoen am, and the 
other becoming fubjedt to the prefeiit reign- 
ing fultan, Ma-nko Boeni. 


It 
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It is of the utmoft importance to the 
Company that this eftabliflrmeiit be well 
governed, on account of the immediate re- 
lation which it has to the two abovemen- 
tioned Javanefe princes, who nourifh the 
moft implacable enmity towards each other. 
The Company would not wilh to fee a ter- 
mination of their mutual hatred, for as 
long as it remains in force, they retain the 
fecure poffeffion of their acquifitions along 
feacoaft } and though not nominally, 
they are always, in reality, Ukewife mafr 
ters of the inner parts ; for, upon uniting 
with either of thefe two princes, they can 
make the balance lean fo much againft the 
other, that they are both couftrained to re- 
main quiet. 

This was, in fadl, their objeft, in fo- 
menting the diflention which arofe be- 
tween the soEsoEHOENAM and Manko 
Boeni, and whence the war oi yava, had 
its origin. 

The laft-named, a prince of the imperial 
family^ and a defeendant of the former 
soesoebk)EN AM, wanted to have, as an 
appanage, a certain territory, the province 
which had already been allotted 

to 
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to the hereditary priece Masseyd, ion of 

the SOESOEHOENAM. 

This Masse YD was of a ihort iiature, 
and an excellent difpofition j he gloried in 
the circumftance that he had never killed 
an European, except in battle. Manko 
Boeni, on the contrary, and his ion and 
heir apparent, rnore than once, caufed the 
captive Europeans to be pounded in their 
rice-blocks ; or he cut off their genitals, and 
forced them into their mouths. The laft- 
men tinned, in particular, ihewed himfelf an 
implacable enemy of all Europeans j and 
being of a moft cruel and bloodthirfty tem- 
per, the Company will probably not remain 
long unmolefted, if he cyer come into 
power, provided the fear of the soesoe- 
HOENAM do not prevent him from attack- 
ing them. 

As Motor am was an extenfive and wealthy 
diftridl, which the Company did not with 
to fee remain under the power of the -soe- 
Soehoenam, theyclandeftinely encouraged 
Manko Boeni to require it at the hands of 
the soEspEHPENAM. The Company did this, 
agreeably to their adopted fyftem, of weak- 
ening the empire as much as poflibje, in 

order 
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order to preferve their poflcffions in Java 
with greater eafe ; and they ^ fecretly^ pro- 
mifed Manklo Boeni to maintain him in 
his pretenfions. 

Immediately hereupon he left the court, 
and retired to his domains, where he di- 
rectly rofe in arms againft the emjieror, and 
began a civil war. 

The Company, in order to fave appear- 
ances, and to render their conduCl more de- 
fenfible, than if they had openly efpoufed 
the part of Manko Boeni, offered them- 
feives as mediators between thefe two 
princes, forefeeing that the soesoehoenam, 
who relied upon the fuperiority of his power, 
far from being conceding, or placable, would 
rejea all overtures of peace, and profecuting 
the war with vigour, would endeavour en- 
tirely to fubdue his opponent. 

Exadly as they forefaw, the emperor re- 
jected all offers of conciliation, and entered 
eagerly into a war which was to end in his 
difeomfiture and difgrace. 

There was now the mod; urgent neceffity 
for the Company to efpoufe, in earned, the 
quarrel of Manko Boeni, partly in order 
toperfevere in their propofed fyftem, and 
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partly to fecure themfelves from the ill 
will which would infallibly, and not un- 
reafonably, be entertained againft them by 
the SOESOEHOENAM, as he foon became ac- 
quainted with the manoeuvres they had put 
in practice, to kindle thole flames of difcord. 
And if Manko Boeni were fubducd, the 
power of the soesoehoenam would there- 
by be ib much augmented, that the Com- 
pany would, in all probability, have flood in 
need of the exertion of all their power, to 
fland againft his attack. 

Fortune favoured their arms ; and though 
incalculable fums were expended in the con- 
teft, they attained their objeft — the divifion 
and feparation of the empire. 

A confiderable part of the provinces of the 
empire of Java, among which Mataram 
was one of the principal, was given to 
Manko Boeni, under the title of Sultan ; 
the whole of the northeaft coaft of the ifland 
was ceded to the Company, upon condition 
of their paying a yearly acknowledgement 
of twenty thoufand rixdollars * to the 
soesoehoenam, who retained poflelEon of 
the remainder under his former title. 

* About 4»3SO^- ftfriing. T . 
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The jarif3i<Si:ioa of this government was 
further extended by the conqueft of the land 
of Balambouangt fituated at the moft eaftern 
extremity of yava. 

This province, the produdlions of which 
can never yield the Company a fufficientcom!« 
penlation for the blood and treafures which 
it cofts, would doubtlefs have never become 
an objedt of their ambition, if the cupidity 
of one of their fervants had not excited in 
them the defire of poflefling it. Setting no 
limits to his lufi: of wealth, he rather, as 
ordinary methods could not furfeit his ra- 
pacity, put the intereft of his employers to 
the hazard, than to fuffer his boundlels thirft 
of gold to remain unfatisfied, 

The plaufible pretext by which the go- 
vernment in India, and afterwards the di- 
redlion in Holland, were inlligated to dif- 
turb the tranquillity of this country, which 
they had, for fo many years, looked upon 
with fo much iadifFerence, was the repre- 
fentation, that there was realbii to fear that 
the Englilh wanted to take polfeffion of it ^ 
nay, that an expedition for that purpofe was 
already let on foot, and was expedled, or 

had 
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had arrived, at the Straits of Bali j that they 
had probably already landed, and would in 
confequence eftablifh themfelves in time, on 
the ifland. There was fome truth in this re- 
port, but the Company would, in all likeli- 
hood, never have begun that ruinous war, 
had it not been for thefe interefted injftiga- 
tions ; for their competitors would not have 
found it an eafy matter to eftablifh their 
trade here, notwithftanding this was fb much 
infifted on at Samarang. 

In this manner was this empire, formerly 
fo redoubtable, fplit into three parts ; and it 
has thereby, not only become a lefs dan- 
gerous neighbour to the Company, but is 
likewife entirely under their controul, by 
means of their holding the balance be- 
tween the two abovementioned potentates. 
Even the prince who has the greateft right 
to the throne is not appointed heir to the 
crown, without the confent of the Com- 
pany; and the nomination of the prime 
minifters of both the princes is likewife 
made by the Company. 

The capital city of the soesoehoenam 
is Soere Carta, commonly called Jolo, and 

is 
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is fituated about two days’ journey inland, 

foutheaft from Saramang. 

That of the fultan has the name of 
D'Jokje Carta, and lies five days journey 
fouth weft from Samar ang, at the fouth fide 
of "java, in the province of Mataram *. 

To the government of Java s Northeaji 
CoaJi,th& feat of which is at Samarang,hQ\ong^ 
all the faaories, commonly called refidencies, 
which the Company poffefs from Oelopam- 
fang, z-s izr as the province of Cheribony 
which laft, in the fame manner as Bantam, 
is under the immediate adminiftration of the 
zt Batavia. 

The feacoaft, thus ceded to the Company, 
and belonging to the government of Sama- 
rang, extends from Oelopampang to Hagai, 
full one hundred German miles in length : 
the breadth inland is various, running farther 

^ The refting-places, or fiages, on the road from Bamafang 
to D^Jokje Carta^ are : 

from Saramang to Onara 5 (Dutch) milea. 

from Onara to Jamhou 7 ditto, 

from Jamhou to Somhou 7 ditto* 

from Somhou to Surrigenent 6 ditto* 

and from Surrigenent to D^Jokje Carta 9 ditto. S» 


into 
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into the country at one place than at an- 
other It is divided into nine refidencies. 

Oelopamfang 

* As Captain Bligh, on his return from the South Sea^ in 
September^ 1 789, failed along this coafl in a fmali fckooner 
which he had purchafed at Timor ^ and has given us {ome par-- 
ticuiars refpe£l‘ng the feltlements he touched at, the additional 
ioformation which his account of them contains, may not be 
unacceptable ; we, accordingly, extract the following par- 
ticulars from his journal. 

Sunday the 6ih. In the afternoon, we faw the high land 
** of Cape Sandana^ wivich is the uortheafl part of Java* The 
next day, we were off the Cape, which is a low point, pro- 
jeding from the high land. It is placed by the Dutch maps 
in 7^ 52' fouth; but, according to my obfervation, and our 
eftimated diHance from the land, 1 make it in 7° 46'. 

We fleered to the wcflward, along the coafl of Java^ 
and on the loth, at noon, we anchored olf Fajfourv&ang^ in 
two fathoms, diflant from the lliore half a league ; theen. 
** trance of the river bearing s.w. The coafi hereabouts is fo 
** flioal, that large fhips are obliged to anchor three or four 
miles from the land. As foon as we were at anchor, I got 
in my boat, and went on 111 ore. Tlie banks of the river, 
near the entrance, were mud, on which grew a few man- 
grove-buflies. Among them, we faw hogs running, and 
** many were lying dead in the mud, which caufed a moH 
** intolerable flench, and made me heartily repent having 
come here ; but proceeding about a mile up the river, the 
the courfe of ivhich was ferpentine, we found a very 
pleafant country, and landed at a fmali and welbcon- 
fIriKfled foit. The hoiifes at Pajfourwang are neatly built, 
and the country appears to be well cultivated. The pro- 
** duce of this fettlement is rice, of which they export large 
quantities. There are but few Dutch here 5 the Javanefe 

are 


[ 128 3 

Oelopampang is the firft, beginning from 
the eaft. This fettlement was only efta- 

blifhed 


“ are numerous,, and their chief Kves with confiderable fplen- 
“ dour- They have good roads, and pofts are eftabliftied 
along the coaft ; and it appears to 6e a bufy and weU-regu- 
“ lated fettlement. Latitude 7® 36' fouth. 

« The next day, about noon, we failed ; and on the 
“ lath in the evening, anchored in Souraba^a-tozi, m feven 

« fathoms: the flagftalF bearing 6.|w. diltance from the ftiore 

« one mile. We found riding here feven fquare-rigged, and 
feveral fmaller veffels. Som-aiaja is one of the tnoft plcafant 
“ places I ever faw. It is fituated on the banks of a river, 

“ and is a mile and a half diftant fiom the fea-fliore, fo that 
« only the tiagftafF can be feen from the road. The river li 
“ navigable tip to the town for veffels of lOO tons burthen, 

“ and the bank on one fide is made convenient for tracking. 

“ The Chinefe carry on a confiderable trade here, and have 
“ a town on the fide of the river oppofite to Sourabeja. The 
“ country near the town is fiat, and the foil light, fo that they 
« plough with a fingle buUock, or buffalo. Our latitude ob- 
“ ferved ih Sourabaya road, wa^ 7 ^ fouth* 

“ On the 17th, we failed from Sourabaya. At noon, we 
anchored at which is a town, with a fmall fort, 

M belonging to the Dutch. We remained here about two 
‘‘hours. Latitude of 7® 9' fouth. 

“ Thenavigation throughtheStraitsofMai&raisfointricate, 

“ that with the little opportunity I had, I am unable to un- 
“ dertake a defcription of it. The next day, September the 
« i8.h, having paffed the ftraits, we bore away to the weft- 
“ ward, along the coaft of Jana. We had regular foundings 
“ all the way to Samarang^ off which place we anchored .on 
the aad, in the afternoon ; the church bearing s.E. iKftance 
“ from the Ihore half a league, depth of water two fathoms. 

« Th* 
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bliflied after the war of Balamhuang, ztii is 
under the dire£tion of a junior merchant. 
It is expefted that it will yield a confider- 
able quantity of rice, but it has not hitherto 
been able to furnifh any. 

Bourabaya is the next ; the chief of which 
has, at prefent, the rank of lenior merchant, 
and the title of commander of the eaftern 
diftricl. It moftly yields rice. 

Upon this follows Grijeet where the re- 
lident has the rank of merchant, and the 
chief produce of which is alfo rice. 

Samanap, fituate on the ifland of Madura, 
is. the refidence of a junior merchant. It 
yields no article of trade that L know of. 

The ihoalnefs of the coaft here, makes the road of Bama-> 
rang very inconvenient, both on account of the great diC- 
tance which large Ihips (of which there were feveral in the 
road) are obliged to He from the fhore, and of the landing, 
which is in a river, Jthat cannot be entered before half-flood. 
€t Yhis river refembles the one at Pajfotmwangy the Ihores being 
** low, with offenfivc dead animals lying about them* Sama* 
rang is fnrrounded by a wall and ditch. Here is a very good 
hofpital, and a public fchooi, chiefly for teaching mathc- 

^ matics. They have likewife a theatre. Provifions are re- 
^ markably cheap here, beef being at ten doits per pound, 
and the price of a fowl twelve doits.- The latitude of 
^ Samarang is 6^ 57^ fouth. 

On the ft6th, we failed from Samarang^ and on the xft of 
Odober, we anchored in Batawa-rodidf Tm 

and 
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and ferves only to keep a watchful eye over 

the ifland in which it lies. 

Then follows Rembang, where formerly a 
junior merchant was ftationed, but the chief 
has now the rank of merchant. It. yields 
felt and timber, and is the place where the 
{mall veffels of the Company are built*. ^ 

At a little diftance from Remhang lies 
yoanUy which is under the controul of a 
junior merchant. It yields rice arid timber, 
like wife a little indigo and cotton-yam. 

Then comes Japara, where the refident 
has the rank of merchant. Its produaions 
are the feme as thofe of Joana. 

The next is Samar ang, refidence of 

the governor of yava, for the Company. 
The chief produce of its diftrid is rice and 
cotton-yarn. 

Farther on is Racalongay governed by a 
junior merchant, and yielding fugar and 
rice. 

And, laftly, the moft to the weftward, 
J’agalf where a merchant is the refident, 
which produces rice. 

Befides the refidents at thefe places along 

* A fliip of 500 tons, ajnd three or four froaller veflels, are 
: annually built here for the fcrpice of the Company. T. 

■ , the 
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t!ie coaft, thofe at the courts of the soesoe- 
HoENAM, and the fultan, are alfb fubordi- 
nate to this government. ' There are two 
iat each, the firft having rank of fenior mer- 
chant, and the fecond that of merchant { 
with the difference, however,, that at Soera 
Carta the firft is a captain in the military, 
while at jyjokje Cart ay they are both be- 
longing to the corps of 

The Company maintian a body of about 
one hundred and' fifty men, in the fervice of 
each of theft princes, nominally as a body- 
guard in honour of them j but this number 
was not complete when I was at Samar ang^ 
there being a great want of men in this 
government 

Both 

* The whole eftahiiihment of the Company, in the govern^ 
ment of Northeafi confided, in 1776-1777, of 

^34 perfons in civil, and 13 in ecclefiaftical, employments; 
35 furgeons and affifiants, 109. belonging to the artillery, 26S 
feamen and marines employed on lb ore, 1,356 foldiers, and 
30 roeclianics; in all 2,045 Ewopeans. The governor has a 
very lucrative office; it is eifimated to yield from 80 to 100,00a 
rixdollars, or nearly ao,ooo/- fterling annually. He is, there- 
fore, generally fuperfeded in two or three years, and muft, in 
his turn, make room for a more unfledged fucceffor, that each 
may have his due fliarc of the good things of the land. The 
greateft part of this immenfe revenue accrues from the trade 
which the governor is enabled to cany on* His oflenlible 

emoluments^ 
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Both thefe Javanefe princes have a num- 
ber of children, by means of the many con- 
cubines they take, fo that the portion of 

cmoloments, beiides his falary, coniifl: in -j% of an allowance of 
0 ve per cent, which is granted to the Company’s fervants ; the 
rcfl being didributed in various proportions to the inferior 
ofHcers^on all the import and export duties, and other terri- 
torial fources of revenue of the Company, and in a yearly 
contribution levied from the ftrand-regents, as -they are call- 
ed, or native magiftrates of the feveral diiirids, amounting to- 
gether to 1,713 Spanifh dollars. Befides the articles men- 
tioned by our author, a large quantity of lentils, called here 
cadjang^ which are much ufed for the confumption of the 
common people, wkhfome cardemon {xht amomum compaSum]^ 
ginger (ammum zinzlhe}')^ and turmeric, are exported fiem 
this colony* They are moftly employed in the country-trade. 
Part, however, of its produce comes to Europe. In 1778, 
the following goods, brought from Javds Kortbea^ Coafi^ were 
fold in Holland, viz. 

aojooo/^, of indigo, at/.6 (it/, flerling) per Ih, which 
Hood the Company in/. 1 

^Ojoco/i^, of turmeric, 
and 65,000/1$. of cotton-yarn. 

On the other hand, this colony takes a large quantity of 
opium (to the amount of/. 1,500,000, or about 136000/. 
fterixng, annually), iilk clothes, India piccegoods, and Euro- 
pean manufactures, on all which large profits accrue Both to 
the Company and to their fervants. The flatements of Go- 
vernor Moss EL, make the yearly receipts of the Company 
here amount to/.400,ooo, and the charges to /.38o,ooo 5 but, 
In 1779, the former were /436,874, and the latter only 
/.a8i,873, Shewing a favourable balance of /i55,ooi* or 
about 14,000/. fierlihg, which makes a handfome appearance, 
if we confider the heavy eftablilhment. T. 
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each cKIld is not very brilliant, and fame 
of them are merely common regents at 
different places : thus I met with one, at the 
refidency of Joana^ who was tommagsng, or 
regent, of the province of Patti, and at 
the fame time uncle of the reigning soe- 

SOEHOENAM. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Cmiats of Wild Beafts among the Javanefe . — Of 
Tigers with Buffaloes. — Of Criminals with Tigers. 
— The Company appoint Succeffors to the Pi inces 
^ Java. — Likewife their Prime Minifters . — 
TommagongSy or native Regents. — Prices paid for 
tbs Rice. — Account of the Pepatti of Samarang. 

■ — Entertainment at the Governor's Houfe. — The 
River of Samarang. — Tides. — Fortifications.— 
Cbinefe Temple. — Warehoufes and Workfbops . — 
Guardhcufe. — Govemmenthcufe. — Suburbs. — Gar- 
rifon. — Departure for Japara. — View of 
Fisher’s IJland — Anchorage at Japara. — Ac- 
count of that Settlement .—The Forty Houfe of the 
Rejident, (Ac. — Old Japara.— Java- 
nefe Tombs. — Old Moorijh Temple.— Char abler of 
the prejent Refident. 

fT» 

X HE moft favourite diverlions of the 
Javanefe emperors, are combats betweea 
wild beafts. 

When a tiger and a buffalo are to fight 
together for the amufement of the court, 
they are both brought upon the field of 
combat in large cages. The field is fur- 

rounded 
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jounded by a body of Javanefe, four deep, 
with levelled pikes, in order that if the 
creatures endeavour to break through, they 
may be killed immediately ; this, however, 
is not lb eafily offered, but many of thefe 
poor wretches are torn in pieces, or dread- 
fully wounded, by the enraged animals. 
When every thing is in readinefs, the 
cage of the buffalo is firft opened at the top, 
and his back is rubbed with certain leaves, 
which have the finguiar quality of occafion- 
ing an intolerable degree of pain, and which, 
from the ufe they are applied to, have been 
called buffalo leaves* by our people. The 
door of the cage is then opened, and the 
animal leaps out, raging with pain, and 
roaring moft dreadfully, 

The cage of the tiger is then like wife 
opened, and fire is thrown into it, to make 
the beaft quit it, which he does generally 
running backwards out of it. 

^ By the Javanefe they are called kamadu* They ftiog 
like nettles, but much more violently, and even fo as to caufe 
an infiammation in the ikin. On every vein they have Iharp- 
pointed prickles, which are tranfparent, and contain a fluid 
that occafions the irritadon.- .Dr. Thun berg fays, it is a 
fpecies of nettle, before unknown, to which he gave the name 
of uriica Jilmulans^ T, 
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As fooa as the tiger perceives the buffalo, 
he Iprings upon him; his huge opponent 
ftands expeding him, with his horns upon 
the ground, to catch him upon them, and 
throw him in the air : if the buffalo fucceed 
in this, and the tiger recovers from his fall, 
he generally lofes every wilh of renewing 
the combat : and if the tiger avoid this firft 
attempt of the buffalo, he fprings upon him, 
and feizing him in the neck, or other parts, 
tears his flelh from his bones : in mod: cafes, 
however, the buffalo has the better. 

The Javanefe who muff perform the 
dangerous office of making thefe animals 
quit their cages, may not, when they have 
done, notwithftanding they are in great 
danger of being torn in pieces by the en- 
raged beafts, leave the open fpace, before 
they have falu ted the emperor feveral tir^s, 
and his majefty has given them a lignal to 
depart; they then retire flowly, for they 
are not permitted to walk faft, to the circle, 
and mix with the other Javanefe. , 

The emperors fometimes make criminals 
condemned to death fight with tigers. In 
filch cafes, the man is rubbed with ism, 
or turmeric, and has a yellow piece of cloth 

put 
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put round him, a kris is then giren to him, 
and he is conducted to the field of combat. 

The tiger, who has,, for a long time, been 
kept falling, falls upon the man with the 
greateft fury, and generally llrikes him down 
at once, with his paw, but if he be fcfftunate 
enough to avoid this, and to wound the 
animal, fo that it quits him, the emperor 
then commands *him to attack the tiger ; 
and the man is then generally thevidlim : 
and even if he ultimately fucceed in killing 
his ferocious antagonift, he muft: fulFer death, 
by the command of the emperor. 

An officer in our Company’s iervice, who 
had long been ftationed at the courts of the 
Javanefe emperors, related to me, that he 
was once witnels to a moll extraordinary 
occurrence of this kind, namely, that a 
Javanefe who had been condemned to be 
torn in pieces by tigers, and, for that 
purpofe, had been thrown down, from the 
top, into a large cage, in which feveral 
tigers were confined, fortunately fell exadlly 
upon the largell and fiercell of them, acrols 
whofe back he fat aftride, without the animal 
doing him any harm, and even, on the con- 
trary# 
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traiy, appearing intimidated; while the 
others alfo, awed by the unufual pofture and 
appearance which he made, dared not at- 
tempt to deftroy him ; he could not, how- 
ever, avoid the punifhment of death, to 
which he had been condemned, for the em- 
peror commanded him to be fliot dead in the 
cage. 

According to the ftipuJations of the lall 
treaty, the Company determine which of the 
ions of either emperor fhall fucceed his 
father, who is then nominated heir to the 
crown ; they equally appoint the pangorang, 
or prince, who has the adminiftration of 
the empire, and i$ firfl ’warin, or prime 
minifter. 

The Company’s pofletGons along the 
coaft, are alfo divided into regencies. A 
Javanefe, of fomewhat more than common, 
birth, is appointed regent in each, by the 
Company, under the denomination of tom- 
magongy to whom the determination of dif- 
putes of fmall moment, among his fubordi- 
nate Javanefe, is left ; they may even in- 
flidl corporal puniftment, but not death ^ 
crimes which require the laft being only 

adjudicabla 
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adjudicable by the native council at Sama- 
rang. 

They muft likewife take care that the 
Javanefe inhabitants deliver the produce of 
their land to the Company, or rather to 
themfelves, in order to convey it afterwards 
to the feveral refidencies, or fad:ories. 

A certain contingent, or afleffment, of 
produce, is laid upon each of thefe regents, 
which they muft be attentive to furnifh 
punctually, or they run a rilk of bemg dif- 
miffed. 

The Company pay a fixed price for every 
article. That of the rice is ten rixdollars, 
or twenty-four gilders, for every coyang of 
3,400 pounds weight ^ ; but when the har- 
veft fails, they fometimes pay five rixdollars 
more j or when the wants are very large, as 
in the year 1773, when the fcarcity of this 
grain at Batavia, occafioned by a certain 
occurrence relpeCling the firft adminiftrator 
in the grain-magazine, was very great ; or 
when feveral fiicceeding harvefts have failed, 
orders are then given to the refidents to 
buy the rice immediately from the natives, 

* Equal to about is* fierling per T. 

and 
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and the cojfafig then ftandfs them in fifty 
rixdollars. 

Samarang alone has a depatfi^ who is 
higher in rank than the tommagongs, and a 
prince of the blood, or pangorang. He has 
however, no jurifdidtion over the other re- 
gents, than alone over thofe who are within 
the diftrihl: of Samarang itfelf. He is like- 
wife the chief of the native council. 

I was once in company with this prince, 
at the houfe of the governor of Samarang, 
who gave an entertainment that evening, 
on the occafion of the birthday of his little 
boy. The depatti was placed next to the 
governor, at his right hand ; he appeared to 
me to be a man of full fifty years of age, 
rather above the ufiial ftature, thin, and of a 
brown complexion j he had little beard, a 
grave deportment, and was very fedate in 
converfe-tion, without, however, any affec- 
tation. 

He was dreffed in a Ihort brown coat, 
with filver buttons, and filver-edged button- 
holes ; the fleeves fet tight to the arms, be- 
low the elbow, as far as the wrifts. Under 
this be w'ore a chintz faron, which reached to 
the ground. On his feet he had large flippers, 

lijuare- 
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fquare-toed, and turned np. His cap, or 
headband, was made of white linen, which 
having been much beat, and prepared with 
llarch made of rice, was as tranfpafrent as 
gauze. He was addrelTed by the governor 
by the title of towang depatti, and treated 
with great refpedl. His dalm-, or dwelling, 
ftands on the Pafcibaan^ near the houfe of the 
governor, w’^hom he is like wife obliged to ac- 
company, when he goes to refide at Boeymg^ 
about half a league farther, where he has 
alfo a manfion clofe to that of the governor. 

On the occafion of this feftivel, two of 
the elders of the church at Samarang, the 
fifcal, and the lieutenant of the artillery, 
danced a reel, for the diverfion of the com- 
pany. 

I only notice this circumftance to fliew 
that, in thefe parts, no fiich rigid difcipline 
prevails, with refpc6l to the condudl of el- 
ders of the church, and no fuch fcandal is 
occafioned by their dancing in public, as at 
Groningen *, although the parfon was himfelf 
one of the fpedators, and highly applauded 

* Mr. STAVoaiNtJS here alludes to the auftere and puri- 
tanical fpirit which prevwls among the calviniils in the 
United Provinces, and proverbially fo at Grimingtn^ the chief 
town of the remoteft of the feveu. T*. 
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the agility of their dancers, faying with Solo- 
mon, that there was a time to weep, and 
“ a time to laugh ; a time to mourn, and a 
“ time to dance.” 

The town of Samar ang lies on the eafi: 
fide of the river of the fame name, which 
takes its rife about three Dutch miles inland, 
and fails into the fea, about • two hundred 
roods below the place ; at its mouth, it is 
not more than three hundred and thirty, or 
forty, feet broad, A bridge is thrown over 
it, leading from the town to the ufual refi- 
dence of the governor, which is called the 
Vryherd {{Tceiom), and is a large and hand- 
Ibme building. The Chinefe and Javanele 
campons, or fuburbs, are on the fame fide of 
the river. 

This river, like all others in ya'aa, has a 
bank lying before its mouth, which is, in 
Ibme places, compofed of loft mud, and in 
others, of hard land. At low water there is 
fcarcely more than one foot water upon it. 

Here, as well as all along the coafi: of 
Java, the tide, rifes but once in four-and- 
twenty hours. In the bad monfoon {kwaade 
moujfon), ot when the weft winds blow, it 
is high-water in the day-time, and low- 

water 
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water at night, and during the good, or eaft, 
monfoon, the contrary takes place. When 
it is low- water without the banks, the rivers 
are at the higheft ; and the mopn feems 
to have no influence at all here upon the 
tides. 

The fortifications of Samarang are in the 
fame ftate as all thofe of the Company 
which I had opportunities of feeing, to wit, 
mofl: deplorably bad. The walls which furi 
round it, and conne 61 : the projedtions, which 
can fcarcely be called angles, are low and 
ruinous. 

The mofl remarkable objedl which I law 
at this place, was a temple of the Chinefe, 
which is a middling-large building, with 
two courts before it; it is decorated within 
with the gigantic images of their gods, which 
are ftrongly gilt, and make a fplendid ap- 
pearance. 

Samarang has a fmall, but neat, church ; 
near it is an elegant tomb of Mr. Tout- 
LEMOND, formerly head adminiftrator and 
fecond in command here. 

The warehoufes and workfhops ftand in 
a row, all under one roof, proje(a:ing out, 
and covering a piazza before them, full 

three 
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tliree hundred feet in length. They are 
to the fouthweft of the town, by the river- 
fide. 

The guardhoule, which has been lately 
credled, has, befides the place for the pri- 
vates, two large apartments for the ac- 
commodation of the ofBcers, whoare upon 
duty. 

The government-houfe, which was for- 
merly the refidence of the governor, and 
where the feveral ctBces are adtually held, 
is near the river, and faces it. There arc 
three campons, or luburbs, the Chinefe, the 
Javanefe, and the Bouginefe, of which the 
two firft are to the w'eftward, and the lafl to 
the eaft ward, of the river . 

When the garrifon of Samarang is com- 
plete, it amounts to one hundred and fifty 
men, befides an independent company of 
dragoons, which are under the command of 
a captain lieutenant ; all the other military 
of the place are fubjedl to the orders of the 
captain commandant of Samarang. 

On the 1 6th of December, after having 
taken on board one hundred coyangs of 
rice, for account of the Company, and 
fifty for myfelf, I received my dilpatches 

from 
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from Mr. van der Burg, with orders to 
fail for Japara, Going on board in the 
evening, I immediately weighed anchor, 
and fet iail with a flack landwind, fleering 
off Ihore, in order not to be embayed in the 
bight of yaparat by the wefterly wind ; and 
that, if it veered to the n.w. fo as to ren- 
der it dangerous to touch at yapara^ I 
might have offing enough to ftretch out to 
fea, withoutfide of the ifland Mandelique. 

The next morning we could not difcern 
the land, by rcafon of the hazinefs of the 
weather ; but at noon we got fight of 
Vijfchersy or Fijher's, Ifland, bearing s.e. 
three and a half leagues off. This is a 
fmall and low ifland, about two leagues and 
a half s.w. from yapara, and particularly 
diftinguifhable by two or three high trees, 
which grow upon it. 

The wind blowing moftly from the n.e. 
during this day, we could not reach yapara, 
though we already perceived the flag flying 
at that fettlement. At nine o’clock, p.m. 
we came to an anchor, in eighteen fathoms 
water, to avoid being mifled, during the 
night, by the currents. 


On 



On the 1 8th, at three o’clock, a.m. we 
again got under weigh, and at {linrife we 
were ftill about three leagues diftant from 
the road of y^paTa. At ten o clock we 
caft anchor, clofe to the eaft fide of the 
ifland De Nis ; though in the good, or ealb, 
inonlbon, the anchoring- place is lomewhat 
more to the eaftward, and clofe to the op- 
pofite fhore. 

One may pafs both to the north and to 
the fouth of this ifland, but the paffage ta 
the fouth is more dangerous, on account of 
the narrownels of the channel. 

Behind this, and a little to the s.e. lies 
another ifland, which is furrounded by very 
dangerous fooals, and contradts the extent of 
the road of y afar a. 

From the ifland De A7r, the water 
flioals gradually, firft, from five to two and 
a half fathoms, and when, in this lafl: depth, 
vou are abreafl: of the foul ifland, it then 
leffens, by degrees, to fix feet, when you 
are clofe to a high rock, called the Wahifeby 
or Wbaky whence it flioals more and more, 
with feme funken rocks, to the mouth of 
the little river of yapara^ where there is 
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two feet water, and lefs, and which is about 
140, or 1 50, feet over. The fource of this 
llream lies no more than a fhort league up 
the country. 

On entering the rivulet, on the north 
fide, lies a little gentle eminence, about fifty 
feet high, on the weftern part of which 
fiands a finall triangular fort, one bafiion 
whereof points to the fea, and the other 
two to the land ; in the middle of the cur- 
tain which connects thefe two laft is the 
gate : this fort is mounted with fevcral 
pieces of cannon of different calibers; it 
is built of fione, and is kept in good repair : 
the garrifon confills of one ferjeant, two 
corporals, and fixteen privates. The reft; 
of the eminence is ufed for a burying- 
ground, in which the enfign-ftaff is erefled. 

On the fbuth fide of the rivulet, are fhme 
Javanefe hetifes and huts, and about fixty 
roods from its mouth, it is croffed by a 
bridge. 

On the north fide is the houfe of the refi- 
dent, oppofite to a large plain, planted with 
fliady trees, and railed round. It has fe- 
veral handfome apartments, furnifhed neatly 

and 


and elegantly, in the European flylc. On 
the left hand of it is a plea&nt bower, or 
pavilion, of one hundred feet in length, 
eighteen in breadth, and ten in height, ib 
clofely interwoven with flowering Ihrubs, 
that it is impervious to light fhowers of 
rain. At the end is a grotto ; and when, 
on an evening, the whole is illuminated, 
it forms a very charming coup d'ml. The 
laft evening of my flay at we flipped 

in the pavilion, which was lighted up. 

About a mile and a half above the let- 
tlement, the ftream turns a fawmill, which 
faws the yearly quantity of four or five 
thoufand large logs of timber, into planks, 
which are called miliplanks. The water 
is carried to the mill through a brick chan- 
nel, and a dam is made acrofs the rivulet to 
prevent it from running off, till there is 
fufficient to turn the mill. 

One Dutch mile inland, lies the ancient 
Javanefe city of Japara, called Old Japaray 
which was formerly the refidence of the 
Ibvereigns of an empire of that name. The 
tomb of one of them is ftill in exiftence j 
it contains the body of the emperor, that 

of 
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of his moft beloved wife on the right hand, 
and of two other of his wives on the left, 
together with feveral of his children. The 
fhape of thele graves is oblong : the ap- 
proach to them is through a fort of portico, 
enclofed by a railing, in a large covered 
apartment. Over the graves of the em- 
peror and his moft beloved wife, a large 
piece of linen is ftill continually expanded, 
which covers them both ; and they arc 
llrewed every Friday with frelh flowers. 

Not far from this is an old and ruinous 
Moorilh temple, of ftone, with fuch beautiful 
fculpture of imagery and foliage, that the 
art and ingenuity of the Javanefe of thofe 
times excites our admiration. This temple 
is at leaft three hundred years old. 

At the feafide, about two miles from 
Japara, the refident has a wooden fummer- 
houfe, in a plealant grove of cocoa-nut-trees, 
whence there is a very fine profpeft out to 
fea, and of the neighbouring iflands. We 
here caught a flying fquirrel. 

The adlual refident zt yapara is Mr. 
William van dkr Beke, a native of 
Sluice in Flanders^ zfgtdi, upwards of forty 
years ; he is a man whofe life is devoted to 

the 
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the {ervice of his fellow-mortalsj blefled 
with a liberal and compaffionate mind, and 
ever ready to oblige wherever it is in his 
power. This gentleman has been the chief 
at yapara ever fince the year 1765. 

I had to fliip feven hundred and fifty mill- 
planks at this place ; and having taken thefe 
on board, I took my leave of the worthy 
refident, with much regret, on the 21ft of 
December, 1774- 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

l}eparture from Japara . — '^he IJland Mande- 
EiOiTE , — Anchorage before Joana , — Account of 
that Settlement. — The River. — -Inland Naviga^ 
tion to Samarang . — The Town. — Cbinefe Cam- 
pon.— Fort. — Houfe of the Reftdent. — CbaraSeTf 
(Ac. of the prefent Rejident.— His Emoluments.— 
Celebration of the New Tear.— Account of the 
Tomraagongs, or native Regents. — Of the Pattis j 
or Sub-regents. — Entertainment at tbs Houfe of one 
of the Tcmmagongs. — Departure from Joana.— 
The If and TuV&ou..- — View of the HiV Ra- 
DioNA,— O/" the IJlahd 'M.hV>vs.K.—Qf Ifatids 
fuppojed to be the little Pulo Lauts.— G rea/ 
Inaccuracy of the Company's Charts.— Viev} of the 
Noussa Linas . — Of the Ifland Rotterdam. 
Of the and Chickens .— the Sali- 

TSks.-r-The Bank called the Boor. — View of the 
Iflands.— Of the Three Brothers.— Of 
Tanakexe . — Of GAi.n%mG.— Anchorage in 
c/ M acasser, 

JEaRLY on the morning of the 2 2d of 
December, 17749 we weighed anchor, and 
put to fea, in order to proceed to Joanat 

where 
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where I was to take in the remainder of 
the cargo. 

The next day, at iiinrife, we found our- 
felves abreaft of the ifland Mandelique, often 
called the DuivelJkUp, or Devil’s Rock, be- 
caufe, in the eaft monfoon, ihips are de- 
tained here a long time by contrary winds 
and currents, before they can weather it. 

This ifland is fmall, but of a middling 
height, fo as to be feen at the diftance of 
five or fix leagues. It lies about half a 
league from the coafl: of yava % between 
which and the illand there is a paflage, in 
three and a half, or four, fathoms water, 
but it is too narrow to be fafe, and fhips 
therefore very feldora pals through it. At 
this place, we buried the third man who 
we had loll: fince our leaving Batavia. 

Having pafled the ifland Mandelique, we 
failed round the reef which ftretches out 
more than a league and a half from the 
point of Fayo (between which and Point 
Lejfenty lies the bight of Rembang and 
Joand)^ towards the road of Joana, but not 
being able to get fight of the enfign-flalF of 
that fettlement, we anchored, at funfet, in 
♦he outer road. 


The 
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The enfuiiig day, the 24th of December, 
failing farther in, we dropped our anchor in 
three and a half fathoms water, the bottom 
being foft mud. 

Having feen all fafe on board, I went 
with the Company’s papers to the refidency, 
where I arrived at three o’clock in the after- 
noon 

The river of Joana flows out of a large 
inland lake, into which feveral fmall ftreams 
difcharge themfelves. It is called the in- 
land fea, and difembogues its fuperfluous 
water moftly through this river, which, 
after running a confiderable way, with many 
finuofities, falls into the lea about four leagues 
to the weftward of Rembang. 

It is one of the largeft and moft navi- 
gable rivers along the whole north coaft of 
yavay being at the mouth, and a great way 
up, beyond the refidency, twenty and more 
feet deep. Its breadth is about two hundred 
feet. 

In the bad monfoon, the afflux is much 
more violent than in the good monfoon. 
The water, as is the cafe with all rapid 
ilreams, is turbid ; but when it has Hood 

Hill 
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iliH fome time in pots, or caiksi it becomes 
vei'y clear au*! pleafant. 

Sailing up this river with the boats 
called permayangs, into the inland fea, ^here 
is a palSige along feveral other rivers, to 
Umardng^ and thence farther up the coun- 
try. This navigation may be performed in 
two or three days; and it is efpecially availed 
of, in the bad monfoon, when the voyage by 
fes, round the illandil4<2Wi?//y«r,. requires too 
long a time, and is much too dangerous for 
fmall craftf 

A broad mudbank, upon which there is 
ibmetitnes lefs than a foot water, lies bcw 
fore the mouth of the river of Joana. From 
its mouth to the refidency, which Hands full 
a league up, on the weft fide, it runs be- 
tween low and fwampy grounds, which 
are uncultivated, and produce nothing but 
brsfliwood ; they are fometimes inundated 
when the river fiiddenly rifes, after heavy 
rains. 

The town of Joana commences juft above 
the refidency. It confifts of two rows of 
Jjoufes built along the river, about a quar- 
ter of a Dutch mile m length. At the far- 
ther 
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ther end lies the ^^afcibmni and not far from 
it is the dwelling of tsmmagong^ 

On the oppofite fide, upon an ifland, 
formed by the river, of about half a Dutch 
mile in circumference, ftands the Chiaefe 
campon. 

The odge, or fort, of yoana, is a re- 
doubt, with four demirbaftions, in which 
are the rice-warehoules, the barracks for 
the foldiery, and ibme buildings which lerve 
for a kitchen and other offices for the re- 
fident. The houfe of the refident ftood 
formerly within the fort, but it Has been 
pulled down, and a new one has been 
built of freeftone, without it, on the eait 
fide, which is kept in excellent repair. 

This manfion was confi:ru6led according 
to the plan and drawing of the engineer 
Ha 4K : throughout India I haVe not fecn 
any building that equalled it in grandeur 
jand boldnefs of architedure. It confifts of 
two pieces, oppofite to each other, which 
are conneSed by a lofty dome of full 
twenty-fiye feet diameter, fijpported by four 
columns of the Tufcan order. Both thefe 
pieces are, however, but of one fiory j they 
are lixty feet long, and twenty-five broad, 

within 
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within the walls. One of them forms a 
Jingle hail of the fame Jimenfions. The 
other is divided into three apartments ; the 
middle one, which is twenty-five feet in 
depth, and about fixteen in breadth, is op- 
pofite to the door o( the ^reat hall, and to 
the great dome it is fitted up as a chapel ; 
the entrance to it is through a handfome 
arch, or portico : on each fide of it is a large 
chamber, of the fame fizc, making, together 
with the chapel, the length of the whole 
building on this fide, and the fame as that 
of the great hall. The walls of all thefe 
apartments are beautifully ftuccoed, adorn- 
ed with fumptuous gilt cornifhes, and the 
roofs arc concave, being wainfcoted, and 
curioufly adorned with carved imagery. 

Behind this pile, ftands a building, con- 
ftrudled entirely of wood, provided with 
three handfome rooms, and above thefe is 
one large apartment for the unmarried fe- 
male flaves, and which might therefore be 
called the feraglio. From this edifice, there 
is a moft delightful view backwards, over 
the paddee^ or rice, fields, interfperfed wi,th 
fmall groves, and terminated by the diftant 
and lofty mountains of Japara. 


In 
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In the front of all ftands a handfbme 
faioon, built clofe to the riverlide, and 
equally eredled at the expence of the pre- 
fcnt refident. It is of an oblong oftagon 
fhape, and is ftuccoed on the fides and 
roof, but the cornilhes are not gilt. A 
large balcony projedls from it towards the 
river, the only inconvenience of which con- 
lifts in the fwarms of mofquitos which in- 
feft it every evening. 

The adlual refident is Mr. Philip Wil- 
liam Neuwith, a native of Friejland^ 
twenty-eight years of age, a moft polite 
and friendly man. He ferved as lieutenant 
in the navy, under the admiralty of Amjier- 
Jam, and obtained his dilcharge from that 
fervice, with the rank of captain. A few 
months after he firft came here as chief, 
he had the misfortune, that the lodge, or 
fort, was lurprized early in the mornings 
by a gang of banditti, on which occafion 
feveral Europeans loft their lives, and forae 
warchoules were burnt down ; on the lame 
day, however, he fiicceeded in expelling 
them from the fort, by- the affiftance of 
fome faithful Javaneie, Chinele, and Mand- 
harele, who were lying here with their 

veflels ; 
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veflels ; and the freebooters fled on all 
iides, leaving behind them feveral dead, 
and feveral were taken prifoners, who were 
immediately, and fommarily, put to death, 
without any form of trial. 

Xhe emoluments of this refidency amount 
annually to fixteen thoufand rixdollars 
and more. They proceed from the fur- 
plus-weight of the rice, delivered by the 
native regents to the Company, and from 
the cheap rate at which this article is pur- 
ehafed, not to mention what he himlelf 
buys up j and dilpofes of to individuals, for 
at leaiV, fifty per cent profit ; likewife from 
the colledlion of the timber yearly furnifhed 
to the Company, at a fixed price, and 
which cofts him no more than the la- 
bourage, which is very cheap here, as he 
has only to fend two or three hundred Ja- 
vanefe into the woods, to fell the trees, and 
hew them into logs. 

The conftrudtion of fliips, likewile, affords 
confiderabie gain to the pr-efent refident ; 
for both timber and labour coft him little ; 
for a Javanefe maftcr-fhipwright earns no 
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ftiore thdn about fix dubbvltjes, or twn-.pe n'ny >. 
|)iec6s, a day,- hi$ afiiftants, four, .and the 
corBHion labourer's, two. 

Ife lately built a Ihow of one hundred 
and Otle feet in length, according to the 
tiiodei of the fiates’ attned fiiow, the 2if* 
phyr, of Roiferdam, which was fitted up in. 
as handfbme a manner as I ever law fiich 
a vefiel. He offered it for fale at twenty 
thouland rixdollars, and afterwards took 
eighteexi thoufand. 

There are alfo profits attached to the 
Bhandaary, or farm of the duties, which 
accrue, nominally, to the Ghinefe, but, in 
reality, to the refident. 

A few days before the new year, every 
Javanele, who had the leaf: coaned:ion, 
either with the Company, or with the re- 
fident, came to make prefents to him, con- 
fifting chiefly of poultry, eggs, fugar, fruit, 
&c. Thofe who were of a higher order, 
fuch as the Chinefe captain, brought rolls of 
fatin. 

On the firfl: of January, 1775, a lalutc 
of one and twenty guns, was fired, at fiin- 
rife, from fome fmall pieces of cannon, 
planted before the faloon. On this oc- 

cafion. 
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cafon, an Ettropean, a ftrong and corpulent 
roan, who aded as gunner, met wit-h a 
terrible accident. Faffing before the muz- 
zle of one of the guns, the priming of 
which had haffied, without difcharging the 
piece, it went off the inftant he was before 
it, and blew him upwards of fix feet for- 
wards j the loading had fortunately been 
rammed down without a wad, fo that, he 
was no other wife hurt, than by being 
dreadfully burnt, on his fide, arm, and 
belly, fo that he was not cured when I 
left the place. 

Two hours afterwards, came three Ja- 
vanefe regents, or tottunu^ongSy belonging to 
the diftria of this fadory, to congratulate 
the refideiit, on the new year, in the fol- 
lowing manner • Sol’lutitctt tcioti huvo 
•wang alii ca£i ou mour panjang ; that is, 
« much joy with the new year, God grant 
« you a long life.” 

The firft of thefe regents, who was tom- 
magong over part of the province of Patti, 
appeared to me to be a man of full fifty 
years old. He had grey hairs, and a little 
beard. Mr. Neuwith told me, that he 
was efleemed one of the moft intelligent 

of 
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of the Javanefe. He was even thought fo 
much of, that the soesoehoenam wanted 
much to have made him adminiftrator of his 
empire, but he declined the dignity, pre- 
ferring to be a common regent in the Com- 
pany’s pofleffions, than a powerful ftatef- 
man under an arbitrary monarch ; for the 
minifters of thofe princes are not only 
liable to incur a Ipeedy dilgrace, and to be 
difmifled from their offices, but they are 
often degraded to the rank of battari, which 
is little different from the condition of a 
flave, obliged to perform the moft menial, 
and moft toilfome, offices ^ while it is very 
feldom that the Company come to fuch ex- 
tremities. 

His drefs confifted of a fhort coat, or 
Jacket, of deep red velvet, which came a 
little below the hips, and was fattened with 
little fiver buttons, round the body, under 
the arms, and round the Writts. The lower 
part of this jacket, below the buttons, was 
ftiffened out all round. Under it he wore 
Si far on, m the country-fafliion, round his 
body, which hung down to his heels, and 
was made of Javanefe painted cloth. His 
kris was in a fheath of gold, beautifully 

worked, 
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worked, and the handle was made o£ cajott 
pdliy which is reckoned the moft coftly 
wood produced in the Indies ; it is very 
fcarce, of a greyifh colour, with thin black 
veins running through it, and of a very 
hard, clofe, and fine texture. His cap was 
of purple velvet, bordered with narrow fil- 
ver lace. Like moft Javanefe of diftindlion, 
he fpoke little, and with a becoming gra- 
vity. 

The next regent was the uncle of the 
prefent soesoehoenam, and equally regent 
of the province of Patti. The iimplicity of 
this man was as remarkable as the intelli- 
gence of the former; and the refident was 
always able to do whatever he pleafed in 
the province of Patti^ as the latter was very 
eafily perfuaded to every thing. 

The third regent was the tommagong of 
Joana, a large, comely man, whofe good- 
nature was pidured in his open and friend- 
ly countenance : in underftanding, how- 
ever, he was alfo not to be compared to the 
firft. 

There was likewife another, who was re- 
gent of Caylam^ as well as a native of the 
place. The other Javanefe would not ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge him, or any of the Caylammers, 
to be of their own race, or true Javanefe, 
faying that they were produced from the 
unnatural connedlion of a woman with a 
dog. Indeed, the w'hole time that they 
were together, I did not perceive that one 
of the other regents condefcended to addrefs 
a fingle word to him. 

Each regent had or fiib-regent, 

with him ; but while the former fat upon a 
chair, the latter was obliged to fit upon the 
floor, upon his heels, and when called by 
his fuperior, to creep along the' ground to 
him, and fit down at his feet, waiting till 
he was pleafed to {peak, or to ilTue his com- 
mands. 

At feven o’clock in the evening, thefe 
regents came, with a number of fervants, 
with mufical inftruments, &c. to fupper to 
the refident’s houfe. Before fupper we had 
mufic and dancing in the European flyle ; 
but after it, feveral Javanefe dancing girls 
were fent for, with whom each of the re- 

I 

gents, and after them their pattis, danced, 
or, as they term it, tandacked, in their. 
fa,fhion, to the found of their own mufical 

inftruments, 
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iiiflruments, gomgoms, boudas, and a kind 
of violins, which continued till late at night, 
when they all left us for their own houfes. 

On the 3d of January, I went, with the 
refident, to pay a vifit to the tommagong of 
y%ana. He received us drefled in llate, 
and during the playing of gomgoms, and 
other inftruments. His favourite wife, and 
the wife of his fon, together with his mo- 
ther, likewife came and drank tea with us. 
A large fiver plate with confedtionary flood 
upon a table near us, and each took what he 
liked of it. 

On the 14th of the fame month, we were 
invited to fupper by the fame regent, who 
gave an entertainment on the occafion of 
the marriage of his daughter, which had 
been folemnized fome time before. The 
refident had caufed, at his defire, the pro- 
vifions to be drefied by his own people, in 
the European manner, lb that there was 
little or no Javanefe vidluals to be feen. 
After fupper, fome dancing girls were again 
introduced, with whom the tommagong and 
his fons tandacked. Their wives were not 
prefent at this ; and when, a fhort time be- 
fore 
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fore the company broke up, they eaitie in, 
care had been taken that the dancing girls 
were gone before they entered the room. 

During. my ftay at Joana, we had very 
unfavourable, windy, and rainy weather, by 
which the loading of my ihip was delayed, 
and I was deprived of the pleafure of taking 
a journey inland, to the inner fea, or to the 
province of Patti, which the tommagong 
ftrongly urged me to do, fo that I did not 
go farther than about a Dutch mile and a 
half up the country, to one of the country- 
feats, or gardens, of the refident, who has 
four of them. 

At laft the fhip received the complement 
of her cargo, having taken in, both from 
this place and from Rembang, one hundred 
and fifty coyangs of rice, befides a quantity 
of logs and planks. 

On the 2ift of January I went on board, 
with the Company’s papers, but it was not 
till the 24th that I could leave the road, 
being obliged to Wait till then for thirty 
leagers of water, which could not be fhipped 
before, on account of the ftormy weather. 

On the 24th, at eleven o’clock, p.m, we 
weighed anchor, and left the road of '^oaiia, 

experiencing 
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experiencing much difBculty in getting the 
Ihip afloat, as ftie lay, at leaft, two feet funk 
in the mud, 

The next day in the morning, at funrife, 
■we were abreafl: of the point of Lejfeum, 
whence we fleered diredf caft, in order to 
run in fight of the ifland Lubok^ commonly 
called the Baviaariy or Baboon, but we did 
not iee it, as we paffed it in the following 
night. 

This ifland is not large, but, as I was 
informed, extremely populous. Seventy or 
eighty veflels go continually to and fro, be- 
tween it and the coafls of and Borneo. 
As far as I know, the inhabitants have no 
connedtion with, and are independent of, the 
Company. 

On the 26th of January, at funrife, we 
faw the hill of Radiona, which is a high 
mountain, filuated far inland, in ihc ifland 
of Java ; as likewife part of the ifland 
of Mtidura, whence we took our laft ob- 
fervation of the land, fleering for the ifland 
Solombo. 

Along the coafts of yava, from yoana, as 
far as the point of Grijfe (where the land 
turns firft to the fbuth, to Sourahaya, and 

then. 
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then, behind the ifland Madura, in an eaft- 
erly direction, to the Straits of Bali, through 
which it ftretches to the fouth again, as far 
as the fouthern Indian ocean), there is no 
danger to be avoided. One may fail with- 
out apprehenfion along the fhore, at the dif- 
tance of one or two leagues from the land, 
only taking care to fleer clear of the pro- 
jefting points. 

Many high mountains lie inland; the fore- 
land is, on the contrary, low, but may be 
feen at the. diftance of three and a half, or 
four, leagues. 

I faw the land of Madura eight or nine 
leagues off ; but the eaflern part of it, it is 
faid, is vifible at fifteen, and more, leagues’ 
diftance. 

We failed till the 28th of January, eaft 
and north, without feeing any land. In the 
morning of that day, at funrife, we difco- 
vered two iflauds, from the mafthead, bear- 
ing N.N.w. which we conceived were -the 
little Piilo Lauts, or ^Piz/ifr-Illands. We at 
firft thought, that they were the IsTou/fa 
JJnas. But whichever they were, this is 
certain, that neither the one, nor the other, 

^re 
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are placed in their true fituations, in the 
Company’s charts. 

Much ftrefs is laid> among the Company’s 
fervants, upon the great danger of the na- 
vigation to the eaftward of Batavia^ which 
may poffibly be encouraged underhand, for 
political reafons, by perfons in power j but 
I did not, in fad:, find it fo bad, at lead as 
far as Celebes^ or Macaffer, as is pretended. 
It would be well if the charts of thefe parts, 
which the Company give to their veffels, 
were corred ; it is this that makes the na- 
vigation fo dangerous. None of the iflands. 
which I met with, except the group called 
the Hen 0/7 d Chickens, are laid down in their 
true latitudes, as may be proved by my log- 
book, and thofe of other Ihips. This inac- 
curacy not only renders thefe charts ufclefi, 
but like wife extremely dangerous j for iii- 
llead of being, as they ought, the fiireft 
guide and dependence of the navigator, they 
miflead him, and become his bane. It is 
not impol^ble, but this may be purpofely 
left fo, and that it is an adopted opinion, 
that it is better to expofe a few fliips to 
the danger of ftiipwreck, than to corred 

errors, 
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errors, which might operate to render the 
navigation towards the Spice Iflands difficult 
and hazardous for other natidns ; for it can- 
not be pretended, that this notorious faulti- 
nefs is unknown to the Company, fince the 
commander of every veflel, on his return to 
Batavia^ mud: deliver a journal of his voyage 
to a raafter-mapmaker, or hydrographer, 
fpecially appointed ibr that purpofe ; and no 
one, who, in any degree, deferves the name 
of feaman, can pafe over fuch grofs mis- 
takes, without noting them down in his log- 
book : for my own part, at leaft, 1 have feen, 
and had in my pofleffion, for a long time, 
feveral logbooks, in which the fame errors, 
which I have juft noticed, have been equally 
mentioned. 

The government at Batavia^ vsxoxtov&r^ 
ftridily enjoin the commanders of all veflels, 
not only duly to note all fuch matters in 
their logbooks, but likewife to give a parti- 
cular account thereof to the ‘governor gene- 
ral, or to the chief of the fettlement where 
they arrive, agreeably to the refolution, to 
that purpofe, taken on the loth of Decem- 
ber, lyyi'; and yet the charts have never 

been 
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been altered, .fince that period, no more 
than before. 

The next day, the 29th of January, at 
four o’clock, p.M. we faw, from the top, an 
ifland, bearing n.e. which, from its latitude, 
we fuppofed was that called Rotterdam, 

This morning, one of our beft failors, 
being upon the foretopfail-yard, looking out 
for the land, was feized with the epilepfy, 
and fell down, firft upon the railings of the 
fhip’s head, and afterwards overboard ; he 
funk inftantaneoufly, without there being 
any poflibility of laving him. 

The above ifland was ftill vifible from th^ 
inafthead the following morning, as we had 
made but little progrefs during the night. 

At four o’clock in the afternoon, we came 
in light of another ifland, pall which we 
failed at the diftance of three leagues and a 
half, and recogniled it, without any doubt, 
for that of Rotterdam % So that the iflands of 
the preceding evening mull have been the 
Noujfa Linas, although there was a dilter- 
ence of four or five leagues in the latitude. 

On the 3 1 11 , at funrife, we got fight of 
four or five fmall iflands, called the Hen and: 

Chickens, 
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Chickens, and could juft fee the iiland Rot- 
terdam from the mafthead, bearing n.n.w. 
We hence fteered our courfe, in order to run. 
in fight of the iflands the Salmas. 

From theft iflands, a large bank ftretches 
out, to the fijuthvvard, full five leagues, 
upon which there is a very uneven, rocky 
bottom, with a depth, in fome places, of fix, 
and, in others, of twelve, twenty, and more, 
fathoms. This is called the Laars^ or Boot, 
and all the fhips, which fail to the eaftward, 
run oyer it, in order to avoid taking the 
large circuit, which they would have to do, 
if they failed round its fouthern extremity. 

At four o’clock, p.m. we came in fight of 
thoft iflands, bearing due eaft from us, 
which differed, at leaft, two points, from 
their fituation as laid down in the charts. 
We immediately fteered s.e. in order to 
keep at a good diftance from them, and 
not to pafs the Boot in too fhoal water ; at 
the beginning of the firft watch we fteered 
e.s.e. and at midnight, conceiving that 
we had paffed them, due eaft : we con- 
tinually founded with a line of forty and 
fifty fathoms, but found no bottom, fo that 
we had paffed to the fbuth of the bank. 


The 
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The next day, being the ift of February, 
we difcovered, a little before funrife, the 
Tonlm^ or T-imny Iflands, which are three in 
number, but which we now faw in one, 
bearing n. by w. as likewile the iflands the 
Zalinas^ bearing k.w. by w. We then fleered 
E.N.E. for the iflatids the Three Brothers, 
which, together with the ifland Tanakeke, 
we got fight of at eleven o’clock, a.m. the 
latter bearing eaft, and the former e.n.e. 

Keeping this courie, we fleered for the 
northernmoft of the Three Brothers ; fliortly 
afterwards we faw the high land of Celebes, 
and found, at noon, by a good oblervation 
of the fun’s altitude, that all thefe parts lie 
twenty minutes, or five leagues, more to the 
fouthward, than they are laid down in the 
charts. 

At half paft one o’clock, p.m. we ftruck 
foundings in fifteen fathoms, upon the bank 
of Tamkeke, acrofs which we pafled in four-* 
teen fathoms, fleering between the iiorthern- 
moft and middlemoft of the Three Brothers, 
but ran within a cable’s length of the firfl, in 
order to avoid the reef that ftretches out 
into the middle of the channel, from the 
Other. W e afterwards fleered for the ifland 

Galijfmg, 
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GaJiJJtngi and, at funfet, we anchored at the 
diftance of a league from, it. 

On the 2d of February,^ we weighed 
anchor, and got under fail, in order to work 
up to the eaftward, for the road oi Mac ajfer^ 
but were prevented from making much pro- 
grefs by the light winds and contrary cur- 
rents. 

At four o’clock, p.m. the intendant of 
equipment, Xinsen, came on board, with 
an order from the government at Macajfer^ 
to pilot the fhip in; but half an hour after 
funfet, we again came to an anchor, not 
having advanced more than half a league 
during this whole day. 

The following day, we continued to pl3r 
as before, without being able to reach the 
road, though we advanced a little. On the 
4th of February, however, we Were enabled 
to anchor in the outer road, though not 
without danger, as the intendant of equip- 
ment, who afted here as pilot, had the im- 
prudence, notwithftanding it was already 
dark, to attempt carrying the fhip into the 
inner road, and thereby run her aground 
upon the rocky fhoal, that extends about an 
eighth of a league from the fouth end of the 

ifland 
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Hlatid Ly Ly, although I repeatedly admo- 
niflied him of the danger ; but after having 
been aground for more than half an hour, I 
had the fatisfadtion of bringing her ofF 
again. 

On the 5th, at daybreak, we again went 
to work, and lucceeded, this time, fb that, at 
noon, we let drop our anchor before Fort 
'Rotterdam^ which we faluted with thirteen 
guns, and were aufwered with five. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Defcription of Mac ass er. — 'Jloe Road. — InftruSimS 
for failing into it. — Tht Environs. — Seafons.— 
Produce. — -ManufaSlurts. — Slavetrade. — Account 
of the Bouginefe and Macajfers. — Their Charac- 
ter. — Arms. — Drefs. — Food. — Bouginefe Women. 
— Religion. — Burials. — Great Trade. — Fort 
Rotterdam. — Church. — Village of Vlaar- 
D I N G E IT. — Campons. — Buryingground. — Excel- 
lent CharaSter of the Clergyman. — Importance of 
Celebes to the Company. — Their firfi EJlahliJh- 
ment here. 

The road of Macajfer is, in the good, or 
foutheaft, monfoon, one of the fiueft which 
I have feen in India, and is very fecure. 

The iflands Great Ly Ly and Little Ly 
Ly^ with their reefs, defend it from fouth- 
well to north j and I conceive that there is 
a fafe anchorage, clofe under Great Ly Ly, 
in the bad monfoon, and when the north- 
weft wdnds blow violently. 

The entrance of the road is between the 
abovementioned ifland of Ly Ly, and a 
funken rock, which lies full a quaiter of a 

league 
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league fouth from the point of the reef of 
Ly Ly, clofe to which you rauft keep, be- 
caufe in a itill fea, there is no appearance of 
the rock ; but when there is any fwell, the 
iea may be feen breaking upon it from a 
diftance, as foon as you have palfed the 
^hree Brothers. In failing up, you mull: 
keep between the middlemoft and northern- 
moft of thefe, and clofer to the latter than 
to the former, becaufe there is a reef which 
Wretches out* from the rUiddlemoft, and you 
muft then fleer e.n.e. and n.e. by e. for the 
ifland Galijing, as beforementioned, over un- 
equal depths of feventeeii to eleven, fixteen, 
nineteen, and twenty- two, fathoms, grey 
land, with fmall Ihells. 

The little ifland o{ Galijftng lies a quar- 
ter of a league from the fliore, to which it is 
united by a reef, which Ijkcwife flretches on 
each fide a fhort quarter of a league from it : 
it is foon difeovered to be an ifland. As foon 
as you are abreaft of it, Great Hertebeejien, 
or Stag Ifland, appears in the north ; you 
then fleer, with the wind large, n.n.e. you 
then fee more fmall ifland s to the northward, 
namely, the fouthernmoft; and northernmofl 
of the Barrings f Little Herteheejieny or Stag 
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Ifland, DuhelSi or DeviF s Ifland, and after- 
wards the ifland Ly Ly^ for which, as faid 
before, you then fleer ^ and, laflly, for the 
anchoring-place. 

The depths along this navigation are un- 
equal, but they are confined between ten and 
twenty-two fathoms; the bottom is fand, 
and fandey clay. The currents, which muft 
be carefully attended to, when it is neceflary 
to work up for the road, fet to the n.e. and 
s.w. Care mufl like wife be taken in work- 
ing up, not to ply too much to the weft- 
ward, as there are funken rocks, upon 
which there are no more than fixteen or 
eio-hteen feet water : yet there is no danger, 
if the Great Hertebeejien, or Stag Ifland, be 
not brought to bear more eafterly than 
N.|E. You muft ply to weftward with the 
landwinds, and anchor till the feawinds 
blow, when you muft bear up for the ftiore, 
taking likewife advantage of the currents. 

When you have paffed the ifland Galiffing^ 
you may run pretty clofe in with the fliore, 
till you get near the place called het Witte 
Graf^ or the White ^omb, then look out for 
the rock which forms the fouthern fide of 
the entrance to the road ; if you fee no fiirf 

breaking 
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breaking upon it, fteer a little more ofF fliore, 
till the ifland Great Ly Ly bears n.n.e. or 
N.E. by N. and you will then avoid the dan- 
ger of falling upon it. The fouth latitude is 

about 5 ° 4©'. 

After the Ihip was moored, I went on 
fhore, at five o’clock, p.m. with the Com- 
pany’s papers, and waited firft upon the go- 
vernor, Mr. Paul Godfrey van der 
VooRT, and afterwards upon Mr. Bernard 
van Pleuren, late fecond in command of 
this government, but now the governor 
ele£t of Amboyna ; for the purpofe of convey- 
ing whom to his government my fhip had 
called at Macajer. I requefted of both thefe 
gentlemen that all poffible expedition might 
be ufed in the difpatch of my veffel, as there 
was great reafon to fear, that the eaft mon- 
foon would foon fet in, which would be the 
occafion of a very long voyage j and they 
both promifed me, that I ftiould be dif- 
patched with all fpeed. 

The environs of this place are very pleaf- 
ant} it lies in an extenfive plain, which ^ 
reaches to the foot of a high range of moun- 
tains, fituated feven or eight Dutch miles to 
the eaftward, and which divides this part of 
'1;C >,'■ Celebes^ 
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Ctlehes, lying to the weft ward of the bay of 
Boniy and fouth of the gulph of Tomini, into 
two parts. This range is called the riioun- 
tains of Bontain, becaufe the fouthern part 
of it terminates in the diftrift of that name. 

This plain is covered, as far as the eye can 
reach, with rice-fields, and pafture-gronnds, 
which are interfperfed, here and there, with 
fmall groves of fruitbearing or fhady trees, 
and watered by drains made out of the 
larger rivers which defcend from the moun- 
tains. 

The feafons, known here, as throughout 
the'eaft, by the denomination of raonfbons, 
are the fame as at yava ; the fbutheaft mon- 
fbon being called the good, and the north- 
weft the bad one. The firft brings always 
(at Icaft, in the country weft of the above 
range of mountains) a clear fky, and dry 
weather; the laft is accompanied with 
violent winds, and continual heavy rain: 
but to the eaftward of the ridge, the exadt 
contrary takes place} for, while the eaft 
monfoon brings on fair weather to the eaft- 
ward, nothing but gufts of wind and Ihowers 
of rain are to be met with to the weftward ; 
fo that the different feafons of fummer and 

winter 
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winter are felt, at the fame time, at no 
more than eight Dutch miles diftance from 
each other. 

The chief produ6tion of the ifland Celebes 
is rice, of which it yields more than a fuf- 
ficiency to maintain its own inhabitants, 
though they are very numerous; but it is 
not fo good as the Java rice. Much cotton 
is likewife produced, of which the inhabi- 
tants make women’s drefles, which are held 
to be the fineft of all India ■*. 

* Thefe garments are called e^mhajs ; they are red 
chec^ueredy mixed with blucy but duil coloured ; they reach 
from head to foot, and are often fold from fix to ten Spanitb 
dollars a-piece. The Bouginefe often import cotton from the 
illand both raw and fpun into yarn : at Ba/r they do not 
underftand packing cotton, but ftu§' it in bafiiets* The 
Bouginefe likewife manufacture beautiful filk belts, in which 
they fix their kriifes j alfo a kind of paper,, from the inner bai*k 
of a fmall tree, in which they wrap their fine cambays; they' 
often dye this paper of various cplours, and export much of it 
to MmlUa^ and many other places ; it refembles the Otaheite 
cloth* They make fire arms, but cannot make gunlocksf 
they alfo cafi fmail brafs guns, which they call raniakka ; the 
larger raniakka is about fix feet long, and carries a half-pound 
balk They are curious in fillagree work, both in gold and 
filver. Captain Forrest was informed, that they failed in 
their paduakans, or prows, to the northern parts of Nenv 
land, probably Carpentaria^Biny^ to gather fea-fwallow (kkke 
de mer)^ which they fell to the annual Chinefe junk at Macajfer : 
they faid alfo that gold was to be got there. T. 
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Gold is likewile found in the kingdom of 
Loehoe, and in the eaftern parts of the ifland* 
which is partly colledted for the Company 
at Gorontalo. 

The liavetrade is alfb much profecuted 
here, moft of the eaftern lettlements, Bata^- 
and Java^ being provided with jflaves 
from Celebes. They are, in general, ki(h* 
napped, and fold in fecret to the Europeans, 
who carry them away in their fhips *. 

Of the various nations who inhabit Celebes^ 
the Bonians, or Bouginefo-j', and the Ma- 
caffers, are the moft known ; the latter arc 
the moft confiderable of thofe who have been 
forced by the arms of the Company to enter 
into alliance with them ; their lands likewifo 
lie near thofo of the Company, and they are, 
therefore, better known in hiftory, than the 
piore diftant kingdoms and nations. 

The Bouginefe, at prefent the moft pow- 
erful nation in Celebes, though a century ago 

^ hhom ont fiundred flaves are annually purchafed at 
Macajer by the Dutch Company, for their own fervice, and 
conveyed to Satawa ; the whole remainder of this iniquitous 
Iraffic is in the hands of private individuals and free inhabitants 
of thofe two places. T, 

f ^aUed, in general,. Buggejfts by the Englilh. £1 
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they came in no companion with the Ma- 
calfers, who were then the moft celebrated 
and potent nation of the ifland, are of a mid- 
dle ftature, ftrong, and mufcular, and of a 
lightbrown complexion ; there are fome of 
them who are even nearly as fair as Euro- 
peans, efpecially among the women, who 
have pleafing countenances, except that 
their nofes are rather flattiih- 

The Macaffers, on the other hand, are 
not fo handfome, but have a more manly 
and more martial appearance ; they poffefs 
likewife more courage, and are greatei ene- 
mies of treachery, while the Bouginefe will 
never attack their adverfaries openly, but 
always endeavour to deftroy them by trea- 
chery : they will even take away the lives 
of fuch as have never offended them, if they 
can do it without being difcovered, be it 
only, as they flightingly fay, to try whether 
their kriffes are good; to which diabolical 
temper the Europeans at Macafer often be- 
come the viftims, as even happened during 

my very fliort flay there. 

Their kriffes and affagays are, in general, 
poifoncd, as are likewife the little darts 

which 


which they blow through ikmx fampits, or 
wooden tubes. 

Their drefs confifts in a piece of cotton 
cloth, red or blue, wound round the body, 
and drawn tight between the legs. The 
upper part of the body is naked. Upon the 
head they wear a piece of cotton, like an 
handkerchief, with which they cover their 
hair, which is very long, and quite black. 
Neither men, nor women, fuffer any hair to 
grow upon any other parts of the bodyj but, 
as is cuftomary with all the Mahomedans in 
India, they pluck it out, by the roots, as 
foon as it appears. 

Their food is rice, fifli, and pifang, and 
their drink water, though they have like- 
wife or palm wine. 

The Bouginefe women are, in general, 
much handfbmer than thole of any other 
Indian nation. There are fbme among 
them, who, for the contour of their faces, 
would be efteemed beauties even in Europe ; 
and did they but poflefe the lilies and rofes 
of our northern fair, they would be equal to 
the handfomeft of the fex. They are all 
moft ardently addi^ed to the fenfual pleaiures 
pf love i and, goaded on by the hotteft hres 
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of lufl:, are ingenious in every refinement of 
amorous enjoyment; on this account, the 
Bouginefe girls are preferred throughout the 
eaft, for concubines, both by Europeans 
and by Indians. Mr. van Pleuren, who 
had refided here for eight years, and feveral 
other credible people, informed me, that 
among thefe women, and thofe of Macajfer^ 
were many who, in common with fome of 
the Portuguefe women at Batavia, poireflfed 
the fecret of being able, by certain herbs and 
other means, to difqualify their inconftant 
lovers from repeating the affront to them, 
infomuch, that the offending part fhrunk 
entirely |Way ; with other circumflances, 
which decency requires that I fhould fup- 
prefs. 

The religion univerfally received here, is 
that of Mahomet, which allows the men 
four legal wives, if they can maintain them ; 
but if they do not like each other, they 
feparate with as much eafe as they before! 
became united. 

Their burials are performed vathout 
much ceremony : the body is wrapped in a 
piece of white linen, and laid in the grave, 
upon which fome fweetfcented flowers are 

llrewn. 
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ftrewn, and two ftones ereSed, one at the 
head, and the other at the feet. 

This is the whole of what the Ihortnefs of 
my ftay allowed me to colled relpeding the 
charaders and cuftoms of thefe people, fo 
renowned throwghout the eaft *. 

Fort 

* The MacaCers and Bugguefs people, who come an-» 
nually to trade at Sumatra^ are looked upon by the inhabi- 
tants as their fuperiors in manners ; the Malays affc^ to 
copy their flyle of drefs, and frequent allufions to their 
** feats and achievements are made in their fongs* Their rc- 
putation for courage, which certainly furpa0e5 that of all 
others in the eaftern feas, acquires them this flattering dif- 
tin£tion ; they alfo derive part of the refpeft fliewed them, 
from the richnefs of the cargoes they import, and the fpirit 
with which they fpcnd the produce.’^ Marsden’s 
matra^ page 174, 

The Bugguefles are a high*fpirited people, and deferve the 
charader given of Malays in general by M. Poivrb, in hl$ 
Travels of a Philofopher : “ fond of adventures, emigration, 
and capable of undertaking the moft dangerous cnterpnfes.’* 
The word Bugguefs has become, amongfl: Europeans in the 
eail of India, an cxprefSon meaning the fame as foldier, juft 
as fepoy is in the weft. The people of Cehhes are very in^ 
duftrious ; they are aifo adventurous merchants % their prows 
go weftward to Bencmlen^ Malacca^ and as far as Achsen and 
Queda^ northward to Manilla^ and fouthward to Holland^ 
and the Bugguefles often find their way to the Spice-illands, in 
fpite of the vigilance" of the Dutch, The BuggU'^cs write 
^heir language from left to right, in a charafter peculiar tjO 
thcmfelves ; on the feacoaft they univerfally fpcak the Malay 
tongue, and have many Malay phrafes in their language* The 

laws 
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fort Roiterdamy. 'which was built by the 
MacalTers, with the afliftance of the JPor- 

tuguefe, lies about eight hundred feet from 

the beach, oppofite to the road, where a 
pierhead extends, which ferves for unload- 
ing of the Ihips, and clofe to which there is 

lifteeiior fixteen feet water. 

The plan of this fort has been publilhed 
in the Lives of the Governors General of In- 
and the ichnography of it renaains ex- 
actly the fame. 

The church has been neatly rebuilt a few 
years ago, and has room for two hundred 
perfons. The feat of the governor is wholly 
gilt, and is under a canopy, oppofite to the 
pulpit. 

The walls of the fortrefs are high and 
ftrong, and conftruaed of rockftone. With- 
out the landgate there is a large plain, on 
the north fide of which is fituated the negree, 
or village, called Vlaardingeny where moft 
of the Europeans refide. The ftreets crols 
each other at right angles, pointing to the 

laws of the inhabitapts of Celebes are adminftered according to 
old cuftoms, handed down from their ancehors, and retained in 
the memory of their old men {cran tm ) ; though, in fomc 
parts, they are committed to writing ; in dubious cafes they 
r^fer to the Koran, if applicable. J. 

four 
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four cardmal points : moft of them arc 
broad, and formed of tolerably good-lookmg 
houfes. At the end of one of them. Hands 
the orphan-houfe, which is a large, but very 
ruinous, building. The Chirtefe all live to- 
gether here, in one ftreet, which is named 
after them. Though it is called the negree, 
or village, it rather deferves the appellation 
of town. It is palifadoed all round, and is, 
at night, doled by gates, where a watch 
is conHantly kept. 

Without the village of Vlaardingeitt to the 
Ibuth, there is a row of buildings, which 
bound it on that fide, and where like wife 
the houle of the governor Hands at prefent. 
The Bouginefe and Malay campons are not 
far from it. 

The campon Baroy where moH of the 
natives, and fome Europeans, live, is Ibuth 
of the fort i there are likewife a few brick 
houfes in it. 

Between it and the fort is the burying- 
ground, where every European of any con- 
fideration has a feparate grave, with a 
tombHone over it, Huccoed white, and in- 
fcribed with the names of thofe who lie 
buried there, or to whom the grave belongs. 

The 
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The ferviccs of religion were adniinlftered 
bj a clergyman of the name of De Graaf, 
a moft excellent man, and one of the jbefl 
whom I met with in all India. He was an 
enemy to all di0ention ; he ceafed not, a$ 
long as any dheord reigned between any of 
the members of the eongregation, to which 
he was a faithful pallor, before he had con- 
ciliated matters, and yet he was never found 
to intermeddle in affairs that did not become 
him. JHe was wholly free from that fpiritual 
pride, which is obfervable in fo many of the 
iacerdotal order. In converlation he wa? 
friendly and amiable; never dogmatical, 
and never inclined to condemn his fellow- 
mortals. In company he was both pleafant 
and inftruflive ; and nothing indecorous, or 
incomptible with purity of morals, was 
ever heard when he was prefent. Jn Ihort, 
he was a man who, as far as could be judged 
from his adlions, fought, in every relpedl, tq 
follow the golden rule, of loving God and his 
neighbour. I have given a more ample 
ftctch of this worthy man’s charaaer, as it 
is very rare that fuch miniftefs pf the golpel 
are met with in India. 

The office of governor is here a very in- 
tricate 
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tricate and important one. The concerns of 
the Company, which, in all their other fettie- 
ments, except ‘Ternate, are confined to the 
fpeculations of commerce, are . here of a 
very different nature. Confidered fuperfi- 
cially, Macaffer has been a prejudicial efta- 
blifhment, as it is an annual charge upon 
the Company of ninety thoufand gilders; 
but if we confider it more attentively, it is 
one of thofe pofieffions which are of the 
greateft importance to the Company, for the 
prefervation of their exclufive fpice-trade. 
The fituation of Celebes^ in the proximity of 
the iflands which produce thofe invaluable 
articles, the power of the nations who in- 
habit it, and their bent towards navigation 
and commerce, early induced them to enter 
into this trade, even long before the arrival 
of the Europeans in thefe regions. They 
carried the fpices they obtained to, the then 
emporiums. Bantam and Malacca, where 
they were fetched by other merchants from 
the weft of India, and being conveyed by 
the Red Sea to Alexandria, or by caravans to 
Aleppo, they finaHy found their way to Eu- 
rope. 

Exclufive of the jealoufy which the Com- 

pany 
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pany muft naturally hzve entertained of 
thefe competitors in their fpice-trade, a 
further motive for apprehenfion prefented 
itfelf in the attempts made by the Portu- 
guefe, their hereditary enemies, to eftablifli 
themlclves here ; by which the Dutch pof- 
fefEons in the Moluccas, and neighbouring 
iflands, would continually run the rilk, upon 
the leaft change of fortune, of being wrefted 
from them, or at leaft kept in a conftant 
ftate of alarm and difquiet. 

This at laft produced a determination in 
them, to remove the evil at once ; in which 
they very happily fucceeded, in the year 
1667, under the conduct of Governor 
Speelman, as general j when, among 
other advantages, Fort Rotterdam was ceded 
to them, which before bore the name of 
Oedjongpandang, corruptly called by us Jan 
Randan * ; but we muft confider that the 
war was then only waged againft the Ma- 
caffers, or the kingdom of Goach, and that 
the princes of Boni, Soping, &c. were at that 

* Fort Rotterdam was fo called from the birthplace of it% 
coa^uerofip Sfeelmak j the Macailer name, Oedjong Fandango 
implies the point of a iacrcd leaf> and the fpot is efieemed 
liolj hf the nttircs* 


time 
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time very iiifigfiificant, and had united 
themfclves to the Company by the famous 
Boni contrad, which was concluded on the 
1 8th of November, 1667, and to which the 
Macaflers were afterwards compelled equal- 
ly to accede. Since that time the fyftem of 
policy adopted by the Company has been 
to exalt Boni, and to humble Goach ; and in 
later times this condudl became the Iburce 
of many wars. 

But in order to throw more light upon the 
affairs of Macajfer, it is neceflary to become 
acquainted with the principal kingdoms and 
ftates of Celebes, and to have a Iketdh of their 
hiftory down to the prefent time. A manu- 
Icript on this fubjedt has fallen into my 
hands, which Mr. Blok, formerly governor 
of Macajj'er, compofed from authentic re- 
cords, and continued down to his time, that 
is, till 1759 : in order, however, not to re- 
peat too much of what Valentyn may 
already have written, whole account of 
Macajfer I have not by me, I lhall only 
ftate the moft prominent parts of the hif. 
tory of Celebes lince the beginning of the 
prelent century. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Account of ihe Kingdom of Macasser.— 
mcitnt Traditions. — Sketch of their Eiftory . — 
Oath of Fidelity to the Company taken ly the 
Kings of 'Qom and <9/ Goach . — Cenjlitution of 
Go AC H. — Zaws. — Religion. — Former Profpe^ 
riiy of the Macajftrs. — Kingdom of Tello.— 
OfSA.VD%A.^Oti^. 

TT HE empire or kingdom of Macaffer, 
which, before the conqueft of it by the 
Dutch, was fo clofely united with thofe of 
fello 2in6. Sandrabony^ that it made, as it 
were, but one Hate, extended alon? the fea- 
coaft, from Boelehoele^ in the bay of Bonty to 
the point of Lajfem (called Lajfoa, in our 
maps), and thence weftward to the point of 
Tourattiy or T’anakeke^ and along the weft 
coaft, northward, to Tanetfe, or Aganondje, 
and reached inland as far as Boat and 
Sofing^ through the whole of which, the 
original language of the MacalTers then pre- 
vailed. 

The kings of Goach and Tello are both 

called 
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called kings of Macajfer, although each is a 
feparate ftates, taking their names from their 
relpedlive capitals, Goach and fV//o. 

The ancient fabulous traditions of Ma~ 
Caffer, according to a manufcript, tranflated 
Cut of their language, of which I had the 
perulai, make mention of four kings, before 
the coming of Toemanoerong, which fig- 
nifies, one defcended from heaven. 

It happened, as thefe traditions relate, at 
a certain time, after the death of thefe four 
kings, that a beautiful woman, adorned with 
a chain of gold, defcended from heaven, 
and was acknowledged by the Macaflers for 
their queen, under the aforcfaid denomina- 
tion of Toemanoerong. 

Upon bearing the report of the appear- 
ance upon earth of this celeftiai beauty, the 
king of Bantam went thither, and fought 
her hand in marriage, though he had before 
wedded a princels of Bontain. His fuit was 
granted, and a fon was begotten in this 
marriage, of whom Toemanoerong was 
two or three years pregnant, lb that the 
child could both walk and talk, imme- 
diately after he was born; but he was 

very 
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very much diftorted in ftiape. His name 
was Toema-Salingaberieng. When he 
was grown up, he broke the chain of gold, 
which his mother- had brought with her 
from heaven, in two pieces, after which, 
Ihe, together with her hulbandi and his 
brother, vanifhed in a moment, taking with 
her the one half of the chain, and leaving 
the other, and the empire, to her fon. This, 
chain, which the Macaffers fometimes fay 
is heavy, fometimes, light, at one time, dark 
coloured, and at another, bright, was ever 
afterwards one of the principal regalia of 
the kings of Goac/i, till in the revolution 
of Crain Bontalancas, it was loft, as 
I was informed, together with feveral other 
regal infisrnia. 

The raanuftript I alluded to, traces the 
origin of the princes of Gaacif from this 
fon of Toemanoerong, who, together with 
his three fucceflbrs, it is added, did not die, 
but vanifhed in the fame manner as their 
parents ; and the eighteenth king after him 
began his reign under the name of Paducca 
SiRi Sultan Shah Badin Ismael. 

Although this king did not long occupy 

the 
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tlie throne, he waged a furious war againft 
the king of Boni, who was reinforced by the 
arms of the Company, 

He, was depofed by the nine eftates of the 
country of Goach, and they elefted in his 
ftead the ■ king of TeHo, who was called 
Mappa Orangie, but as king of GoacA he 
took the name of Paducca Siri Sultan 
Sira Joudeen. 

In the year 1718, the Macaffer prince, 
and afterwards famous rebel, Caraing, or 
Crain Bontalancas, fled from Goach, 
having killed a daughter of the former king, 
and fought an alylum among the Dutch, 
living, under the Company’s prote^ion, in 
the campon Baro. He afterwards went 
/rom here to Sumifawa, and • aflifled in the 
war which raged between the Sumbawers 
and Balicrs, in which the king of the for- 
mer was killed. He wedded the daughter 
of this prince, who was afterwards queen 
of Sumbama, and whofe mother, marrying 
with the king of Goach, perfoaded her 
daughter to be divorced from Crain B0N7 
talancas, and to marry a prince of Sum” 
bawa. 

In the yean 724, the king, SiraJoudeen, 


gave 
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gave up entirely to his fbn the kingdom of 
'kelh^ and taking upon hirafelf the foie ad- 
miniftration of that of Gooch, foon gave fo 
much umbrage to the Macaffer princes, and 
elpecially to Bontalancas, that the latter, 
who was become both furious and defperate, 
from his forcible reparation from his wife, 
formed a refolution of taking ample revenge 
upon the king. In order to compafs this 
purpofe, he procured, not only feveral of 
the difeontented Macaffer princes, but like- 
wife many Bouginefe of high rank, to take 
part in his conlpiracy ; and he afterwards 
entered into the moft Iblemn engagement 
with the famous pirate Aeoe Soenkang, 
and his captain Touassa, to dethrone the 
kings of Goach and Boni, and wholly to expel 
the Dutch from Celebes, 

Accordingly he kindled the flames of war, 
in the year 1734, in Bontain, whence they 
foon fpread far and wide. In the beginning 
of the war, Bontalancas gained many 
advantages, and made fo much impreffion 
upon the king of Goach, that on the 5th of 
November, 1735, he fled from Gooch to 
7 ello ; upon which the Macaffer eftates im- 
mediately elcdled his grandfon, furnamed 

Malawangese 
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Malawangese Abdul Haerman Shoer, 
twentieth king of Goach. But he likewife 
was forced to yield to the arms of the rebels, 
and abandon his capital, which was imme- 
diately taken polTeflion of by Crain Bon- 
TALANCAs ; while the king, together with 
a confiderable number of Macaffers, fled as 
far as Fort Rotterdam^ where, in the year 
1739, he put himfelf under the proteftion 
of the Company, 

Crain Bontalancas, being mafter of 
the country of Wadjo, and of part of the 
kingdom of Boniy came down, a Ihort time 
before, to the northern provinces of the 
Company, and caufed himfelf to be inftalled 
king of Goach. 

Soon afterwards, he fummoned Forti2a/- 
terdam, in the name of the three united 
empires of Bom, Goach, and Wadjo. But 
the governor not being fpeedy enough in 
his determination, the whole force of Goach 
and Wadjo fbon appeared upon the plain be- 
fore the fort. The garrifon, reinforced by 
a body of Bouginefe, who were attached to 
the Company, and by the Company’s fub- 
jeds, marched againft the enemy the lame 
day, being the 16th of May, 1739, and fall- 
ing 
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ing upon them with great fury, foon put 
them to flight, and throwing up a battery of 
fixteen pieces of cannon, where a good num- 
ber of them took poft, they retunied in tri- 
umph to the fort. 

The enemy, on the other hand, in- 
trenched themfelves againft us, and daily 
ikirmilhes took place, till on the 14th of 
July, when the country being fufficiently 
dry, that the artUlery could be tranlported, 
the garrifon made another fally, and being 
joined by their Bouginefe allies, and other 
auxiliaries,, together with the Company’s 
fubjeds and the Macafler refugees before- 
mentioned, they fell upon the enemy, early 
in the morning of the 17th of July, by fur- 
prize, and after an obftinate refiftance, and 
a bloody battle, which lafled till four o’clock 
in the afternoon, they gained a complete 
vidory. 

This vidory was of the greater import- 
ance, as by it the treacherous hopes of the 
Macafler refugees were fruftrated j for 
though they had joined our troops, they 
were almoll: all inclined to the rebel party, 
and had concerted with their chief, that, as 
fbon as the balance turned the leafl: in his 
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favour, they would join him, and turn them- 
felves againft us. 

Thr&e days after this, when the rebels 
again tried their chance, they were beat 
anew,’ and put to flight by our troops, lead- 
ing behind them many dead and wounded. 
Crain Bojntalancas, who had thrown 
himfelf into Gaac^ with all his troops, was 
himfelf wounded. Our men purfued them 
hotly, and at three o’clock in the after- 
noon, they came before the town, and im- 
mediately threw up feme batteries, which 
were ready in the evening, and played with 
fb much effedi; during the night, that at 
four o’clock the next morning our com- 
mander in chief. Admiral Smout, received 
intelligence that the enemy had abandoned 
the town, and had fled to the mountains ; 
by which the war, on this fide of Celebes, 
was put an end to. The regalia of Coach 
were immediately colleifted, and, together 
with the kingdom of Macajfer, were re- 
ftored to the monarch who had laft fled 
frona Gmcb, Abdul Haerman Shoer, and 
to the regent of the empire. 

Moft of the adherents of Crain Bonta- 
l-ANCAS then came in, and fubmiflively en- 
treated 
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treated for pardon. Among them, was a 
man of upwards of a hundred years of age, 
Crain Alamanpang, a younger brother 
of Crain Pomliaan, who had been a fu,- 
gitive of the former century. On furren- 
dering his kris, he fpoke as follows : 

‘‘ I have beheld this city of Goach, in its 
“ proudefl: luftre, when it ruled over the 
“ whole ifland oi Celebes ; I afterwards was 
“ a witnefs to its firft humiliation, when 
“ we were lubdued by the Company ; it was 
then thought its fame and honour were 
“ greatly tarniflied, yet it was ftiU populous 
“ ands:efpe6tedj but now I look around me, 
“ and behold nought but ruins and dilho- 
nour. I furrendered my kris, the firft 
time at Samboepo, once more at Sourabayti, 
“ and now here, for the third time, to the 
conquering arms of the Company ; leave 
** to an old man now the only confolatiou 
“ that remains — to die in peace.” 

He received a free pardon, and his kris 
was reftored to him, 

A fliort time afterwards, intelligence was 
received that Crain Bontalancas had 
died of his wounds. 

King Abdui* Haerman Shoer dying 

on 
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on the 27th of July, 1742, in the fevea- 
teenth year of his age, his brotli£r, Mappa 
Babassa, a child of eight years old, was 
chofen fucceffor to the crown of Goach, un^- 
der the guardianfhip of the regent, Cr aim 
Mad jENNANG. Nothing material occurred 
during his reign. He died on the 21 ft of 
December, 1753, and was fucceeded by hh: 
ion Amas Madina, iurnamed Pattema 
Thar IE, who was the twenty-fecond king 
of Goach, and in the year 1758, was re- 
named Battara Goach, by the regent, 
who was, at the fame time, his grand- 
father. 

Thus far the manufcript of Mr. Blok. 
What follows, was relafed to me at Ma- 
cajfer.. 

After the death of his grandfather, the 
regency fell into the hands of the uncle of 
king Battara. This man, urged by the 
ambition of enjoying the crown himfelf, 
caufed fo much vexation to his nephew and 
fovereign, that the latter abandoned his 
kingdom and Celebes, and fled to the weft- 
ward, no one knew whither. 

But the regent, feeing that matters were 
not yet fufflciently ripe, nor the nobles of 

Goacb 
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Goacb properly prepared to admit of his 
ofiirping the crown himfelf, contrived that 
a younger brother of the king fbould be 
exalted to the throne; whofe life, how- 
ever, he equally found means to embitter 
much, that he alfo quitted his dignity 
and country in delpair Upon this, the 
artful regent was confec rated king, and he 
took upon himfelf, at the fame time, the 
office of regent, or prime minifter, in or- 
der to avoid another’s playing the fame part 
which he had afted before^ 

This prince was on the throne in the 
year 1775, when I was there. He was 
defcribed to me as a very wile monarch, 
who diftributed impartial juftice to his fob- 
jeds, and kept a watchful eye over all the 
foreign relations of his country ; elpcclally 
over the kingdom of Boni, for whigb, hi 

It was in the year 1767, that the king of thinking 
Hmfelf infecure on his throne, abandoned his kingdom, and 
ied to where he was overtaken and fent to Batavia, 

He was a weak and pufilianimous prince, and preferred a 
petidon to the Dutch government that he might be exiled to 
where he lived for many years, in the caftie of Cokmho^ 
leceiving a monthly allowance of fifty rixdollars (about 150/, 
Hading per annum) from the Company. Euyfers hejehryving 
i&r Oi>Jt*hidifcbt page T% 
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common with all the other kings of Goacb^ 
he entertained the mofl: inveterate hatred ; 
for its prefent profperity and power were 
founded upon the decline and ruin of Ma- 
cajfer^ An equally deeprooted mutual hate 
exifts at Boni^ where they leave nothing 
untried, by "means of their more ftrid con- 
nedlions with the Company, to humble the 
power of Macajfery and render its fidelity 
fulpedled. 

An inftance hereof occurred in the year 
1770, upon the arrival of the prefent go- 
vernor of Macajferf Mr. van dkr Voort. 
The king of Boni, having received informa- 
tion that a new governor was expeded from 
Batavia, caufed an intimation to be con- 
veyed to the king of Goach, by a third or 
fourth hand, that one of the fugitive princes 
was coming over with the governor, who was 
to be reftored to the throne of his anceftors, 
while the ufurper would be taken prifoner, 
and lent into banifhment. In order to effed 
the latter purpofc, it was alleged, that the 
opportunity would be availed of, when the 
king of Goach, according to ancient cuftom, 
came to renew the oath of fidelity to the 

Company, 
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Company, upon the acceffion of a new ga- 
vernor *. 

This prince, deceived hereby, came, at 
the appointed time, to Fort Rotterdam, not 
with his ufual liiite, but accompanied by 
five or fix thoufand well-armed men, and 
refufed to enter the walls of the forti-efs 
without thefe troops, %ing, at the fame 
time, the reafon why he came in this man- 
ner ; but when the Company’s fervants 

* The oath of fidelity, and alliance to the Company, h 
taken by the kings of Gcach and of Bom^ with the following 
ceremonies : The king, dreffed in cloth of gold, and wear- 
ing the chain which the Company have prefented to him, 
token of alliance, and every link of which reprefents a flower 
made of maffy gold, with a medal pendant from it, with*' the 
initial letters of the united Eaft-lndia Company engraved up- 
on it, prefents himfeif with his courtiers and lifeguards at the 
government-houfe in Fort Rotter Jam» His attendants flrft 
dance their war-dance, with their krifles and aflagays, A 
chapter of the Koran, relating to the taking of oaths, is thm 
read to the king, in Arabian, to w^hich he liflenswicb great atten- 
tion and veneration. He then folds his hands, and lays them 
three times upon the book, and afterwards upon his head. 
Next he take^ bis kris of flate, and dipping the point of it in 
a Elver horn of water, flirs it about with it, and lets a few 
drops which remain upon the point fall upon his tongue? 
by which the oath is completed, in the mofl: folemn man- 
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|>OHited out to him the groundleflhefs of his 
jfiilpicions, and the evident falfity of his in- 
formation, he was prevailed upon to lay 
afide his diftruft, and every thing pafled off 
without further difficulty ; fo that the king 
of Bom was difoppointed in his obje^. 
Yet the king was fo fearful, and upon .his 
guard, at the feaft which the governor 
gave that day to the native princes, that 
neither he, nor his attendants, would touch 
any wine, nor any of the provifions which 
were fet before them. 

I fa w this prince twice ; he, is rather cor- 
pulent, grave in his appearance and conver- 
fation, and attentive and referved in his 
manners. 

The king of Goach is not an abfolute 
fovereign : he is fubje<Sl, to the laws of the 
land, and may not perform any important 
regal fun<5tions, without the concurrence 
and approbation of the body of nobility. 
Crimes are punifhed according to laws, and 
not by the arbitrary will of the monarch. 
His privy counfellors are called tomani la~ 
longs. 

Every negree, or townfliip, has a chief, 

called 
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called galarang : this rank was inftituted 
by the eighth king of Goach, in the begin- 
ning of the fixteenth century, perhaps at the 
inftance of the Portuguefe, who: firfl arrived 
zt Celeiesy and obtained a footing there 
during^ the reign of that king, in the year 

His fucceflbr appointed and regulated 
meafures and weights for general ufe; he 
fixed prices upon the articles of trade ; he 
xnanufadtured gunpowder, and firft mounted 
artillery upon the walls of Goach. He af- 
terwards, not only allowed the Malays to 
fettle in. his ftates, but, together with other 
privileges, he granted them that of building 
a temple, and openly profeffing the Ma- 
homedan faith. This religion gained io 
much ground here, that the Macaflers, by 
means of the Malays, difpatched an em- 
bafly to Mecca, to fetch a Jiadja, or prieft, 
from that place, for the purpofe ofinftrudl- 
ing them in the religion of the Arabian 
impofter, which was at laft univcrfally efta- 
bliflbed throughout the Macaffer empire, in 
the year 1 603, under the thirteenth king, 
Sultan Allah* OoDEiCN ; and three years 

afterwards 


I 207 I 

afterwards they forced the people cs£ Bom 
equally to fubfcribe to the doftrines of the 
Koran. 

The power of Macajer was at its higheft 
pitch about the middle of the laft century, 
when its princes not only ruled over aimoft 
the whole of Celebes^ but had lifcewife ren-; 
dered Loma, Mandelly, Bima, Tamboray Dom- 
fOy and Sangary tributary to them, and had 
conquered Bcutoriy Bungay, Gapi, the Xulh 
iflands, and Sumbawa.. They moreover held 
the government of SaJeyer, which had been 
given to Macajfer, by Baab Ullach, king 
of Ternate ; they were in ft rift alliance 
with the inhabitants of Baliy 'daxA. coined the 
firft gold coins, which were probably the 
gold mas, of the ‘value of fixty Dutch 
ftivers. 

About that time alfb, the alliance be- 
tween and 7>//c was renewed j and 

thefe two ftates were fo firmly united to- 
gether, that it was a common laying, that 
there were two lords, but one people.” 
By the articles of union, it was fettled, that 
all levies and contributions from conquered 
provinces, &c. fiiould be divided into five 
parts, two of which were to be given to 

Goacbf 
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Goacif two to Telloy while the fiftli 
iiould fall to the lhare of the eldeft of the 
two kings; that the eldeft of the kings 
ihould always exercife the office of regent, 
or prime minifter, to his junior colleague j 
that they Ihould both be equal in dignity ; 
and, laftly, that they ffiould both enjoy the 
title of fambarico, figuifying as muCh as 
emperor. 

The empire of Macqffer has at prefent fo 
much declined, under the influence of the 
powerful arms, and the artful policy, of the 
Company, that the king of Boni is now 
much fuperior to Goachy both in extent of 
territory, and number of fubjeds ; although 
in war a Macafler is better than three 
Bouginefe, on account of their martial cha- 
racter, and undaunted courage, which not- 
withftanding all the adverfities which have 
ffillen upon them, for a century paft, have 
never been fubdued, or diminiflied 

It 

* In 17.78, a fimihing ftroke was given to the indepenef' 
dice, and power of refiftance, of Qmch\ the reins of go- 
vernment were, at that time, on account of the nonage of the 
king, in the hands of his mother, queen Radja Polakka, 
a woman of an ambitious and intriguing dlfpofition, who,- 

pro- 
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It is worthy of remark, that the kings 
of MacajJ'er have a new name given to 
them after their death, and that their ihc- 
ceffor muft be nominated before their inter- 
ment. 

The kingdom of 'Tello was bounded, in 
the year 1667, to the north, by the Coereesy 
two iflands, fituated a little to the Ibuth- 
ward of the river Maros, and to the fouth 
it reached as far as Fort "Rotterdam, The 
intimate connedlion between this kingdom 
and that of Goach^ has before been men- 
tioned ; and both have, in confequencc, 
participated in the fame changes of for- 
tune. 

The ninth king of Telk, Abdal Cakie, 
died in January, 1709, and was lucceeded 
by his fon, Mappa Orangie, who was 
eledled king of Goach’m the year 1712, and 
ruled over both kingdoms till the year 
1724, when he gave up that of ^ello, to his 

probably aiming at the total emancipation of her country 
from the yoke of the Com|mny, raifed a rebellion againll 
it, in which her forces were fnbdued, the city of Goacb 
taken by afTanlt, its fortifications razed, and the govern- 
ment new ipodelled, fo as to be entirely conformable to the 
views of the conquerors. 

fon. 
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fon, Man Radja, or Radja Moitdek. 
To hir^ focceeded, according to the records 
of the Company, but in what year is not 
mentioned, his brother, Mafpa Enga, or 
Jappee Oeden ; this prince, known by the 
name of Crain Tello, was the grand- 
father, and regent, of the king of Goacb, 
in the year 1759, and an inveterate enemy 
of the Company. After his death, his 
daughter, the prefent reigning queen, fuc- 
ceeded to the crown. 

The kingdom of Sandrabonif lying within 
the bounds of Macajfer, on the weftern coaft 
of Celebes^ between the Company’s lands at 
Galijfottg and Poelonbanheen^ is fmall in ex- 
tent, yet independant of Gooch, In the 
time of Tobna Parie, king of Macaffer, 
in the beginning of the fixteenth century, 
the qxteen of Sandraboni entered in an al- 
liance with the Macaffers, its liberties and 
immunities remaining, however, unirapar- 
ed ; and fince that time, it has, as well as 
‘Tello, been fubjeSed to the lame fortunes as 
Gooch. 

Mappa Doelang, afterwards king of 
Goach, ruled over this fmall ftate, at the 
time of the war conduced by Geiveral 
' Seeelman, 
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SpEEf-MAit, and, together with his nobles, 
accepted and fwore to the engagements with 
the Company, in 1665^ and 1669. 'The 
kings of Sandraboni are moftly related to the 
royal family of Godcb, 

The city ftands a little inland, on the 
banks of a river, whence the kingdom de- 
rives its name. It was built about the lame 
period as Samboufo and Tdlo* This is all 
that I learnt relpedling it* 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Account of the Kingdom of Boni. — Sketch of Uf 
Hiftory. — Their, firfi Kings.-— Origin of their En- 
mity to Goach. — Singular Revolutions under 
^een Battara Todja. — Piracies of Aroe 
Seenkang. — War with Yd at>io . — Arone 
Tanete, « Cannibal — Method of accufing and 
ftmijhing Criminals. — Story of a Duel between 
two Princes^ Grandfons of the reigning King . — 
Cruelty of the King towards the ObjeSi of their 
Difagreemenu 

At the time of the Boni contrail, that 
kingdom extended along the weftern fhorc 
of the gulph, which is flill called the Bay of 
Boni from the river Chinrana to the river 

SalenicOf 

* Called Se^a by the natives, and Bagguefs^ or L^ng-Bay^ 
by the Englifli* The following account of it, given by 
Captain Forest, from the information of a Bugguefs 
dah^ or fca-captain, may not be unacceptable ; ‘‘ Having 
pafled the llrait between Cdcbes and Saleyer^ called the 
“ Budgeroons^ keep on in a direction n.e, by n* about 130 
” miles, and you will find, near the weft coaft of the Semsa^ 
** a fmall iftand called Baloonrtw : it is viftble eight or ten 

leagiici 
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Balenko i a length of about twenty leagues ; 
inland it bordered upon Soping, Lamoere, 
Macajfer, and Boeleboele, This kingdom 
was independent of, and unconneded with, 
any other, in very ancient times. Their 

leagues off, and has fome rocky iilets at its call: end. Far- 
** ther on, about a day^s fail, which I fixatfiaty miles, is 
^ the mouth of the river Chinrana: this river takes its rife 
in the fVarjoo country, the capital of which is called 
^ ToJforoj and lies a day’s journey by water from the mouth 
^ of the river; it afterwards pafTes through Bonis it has a 
good muddy bar, paffable by large fhips, and is navigable 
a good way up ; it has feveral mouths, and there are many 
towns on its banks, where a great trade is carried on in 
gold, rice, fago, caflia, tortoife-fhell, pearls, &c. : the an* 
chorage is good off the river’s mouth* Half a day’s fail 
** farther north, along the weft coaft of the Srwa^ is the river 
“ Feeneekee^ not very confiderablc. Farther on are two places 
called AkoUngan and Telludopin^ which are pretty well in- 
habited. Continuing ftill north, you come to the river 
S&wa^ not very confidcrable; then to the river Loo^ fa* 
mous for boat-building : then you come to Mmkakoo^ 
^ where there is gold, and much fago,^ very cheap; they have 
alfo caflia and feed-pearl. Being now come to the bottom 
** of Bugge^B&y^ the fago-tree abounds very much ; and in 
many parts of the there are fpots of foul ground, on 

which they fifh for fwallow, which they generally carry to 
Macoffer^ to fell to the china junk. On the eaft fide of 
the Se^a^ the country is not fo well inhabited, as on the 
weft flde. The foutheaft point of the S jwa is called Pa* 
“ Jungan : here is a clufter of jflands, rather fmall, with gopd 
an^:horage amongft them.” T, 
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traditions affirm that their firft king like- 
wife defcended from heaven. When he 
came upon earth, he had no name, but was 
afterwards called Matta S alompo, by thft 
people, f gnifying as much as all-feeing. He 
married a princels of Toro, who was equal- 
ly of celeftial origin j he had by her one 
foil and five daughters, from whom all the 
focceeding kings of Boni are defoended, 
and of whofe ppfterity, born from mar- 
riages with royal princelfes, fiich only be- 
ing, in every reipedt, entitled to the crown, 
acGcording to Mr. Blok’s account, no other 
remained alive, in 1759, than Aroe.Pa- 
lakka, the grandmother of the then reigiir 
ing king of Goach. She was ftill living 
when I was at fdacajfer in 1775, and go- 
verned as queen of ’Tannetta. 

This, their firft monarch, inftituted the 
laws of the country, which are ftill ob- 
forved j he made the royal ftandard, call- 
ed Worong Porong ; and appointed fevcn 
elciftors, under the denomination pf ma- 
toua petoes. Thefe are hereditary in foven 
families, though it has foraetimes happened 
that two, and even three of them, have 
been of the fame lineage. This high office 

defoends 
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dcfceads upon women, as well as upon inen. 
All matters 'of importance, relating to the 
kingdom, mufi: be determined by them z 
their power, in particular, extends over the 
eledliou and depofition of the kings, and the 
making of peace and war *. 

King Matta Salomfo, fay the natives, 
after having reigned forty years over them, 
aieended into heaven with his queen. 

The Bougiiiefe, and Q,usen TarreTo- 
EPPOE, who then ruled over them, were 
compelled, in the beginning of the feven- 
teehth century, to conform to the Mabo- 
medan religion, and the condition was, more- 
over, impofed upon them, that the enemies of 
Macajer Ihouid likewife be the enemies of 
Bmi, but not the enemies of Boni thole of 
M^cajer. 

* According to Forest, is governed by a prince, 
who is called pajang. He is elefted for life by {even, nobles, 
a fixed number, which may be kept up by the pajimg (but 
not encreafed), from the djens (certain freeholders). Th* 
pajoitg is often reftrained by a fort of parliament, ele<Sed by 
the freehoMers ; it confifts of 400 members, 200 of which 
are called mattoua, 100 are called pabicharn., and 100 are 
called gahrang. But of this,” he adds, « I never Iramt a 
difUmd: account 5 and I meotioa it onjy as a faint for future 
^ tiavcljcrs,” f. 
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This was the firft blow which was giveti 
to the greataefs of Bom, although they were, 
able to bring feventy thoufand fighting men- 
into the field. 

The hatred wliich, by this means, was 
excited among the Bouginefe, againft the 
Macaflers, was greatly inftrumcntal to the 
fuccefs of the arms of the Company againft 
Macaffer. Radja Palacca, a Bouginefe 
prince, whofe exertions in particular con- 
tributed much to the completion of the con- 
queft of Macajfer, was afterwards chofen 
king of Boni, by the eleftors, and rendered 
himftlf fo famous and powerful, extending 
the bounds of his kingdom in every way, 
that he was called by his people Toenee 
Some ay A, fignifying, a king before ’whom all 
others muft humble tbemfelves. 

He died on the 6th of April, 1696, and 
was fucceeded by his fon, Lapatoua, as 
fifteenth king of Boni, who, after having 
been the caufe of much uneafinefs to the 
Company, died in the year 1713. 

His daughter, Battara Todja, like wile 
called Aroe Toemoerang, fucceeded him, 
as the fixteenth fovereign of Boni. After 
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reigning a fhort time, fhe refigned the go- 
vernment, in the year 1715, into the hands 
of her half-brother, Lapadany Sadjati, 
furnamed Toapannara Aroe Palaccas 
but his ill treatment of his lifter and her 
hufband, whom he caufed to be rampaffed, 
or, beaten with fticks, and whom he threw 
into confinement at Boni, without any 
ftiadow of realbn, or legal pretence, was fo 
much difapproved of, and relented by the 
nobles,, that Ihortly afterwards, on the 20th 
of January, 1720, he was not only depofed, 
but, together with his wife,, was thrown in- 
to prifon. After this, the Bouginefe again 
gave the kingdom to Battara Todja, 
who, however, diredlly refigned it anew, to 
her eldeft half-brother, the dethroned king 
of Goacb^ Sappualee, then lurnamed Ma- 
DANRANG j he, likewile, was depofed in 
the year 1 724, after a Ihort and turbulent 
reign, on account of his difiblute conduft, 
and his youngeft brother, Topawanoi, or 
Aroe Mano, afterwards called Crain Bes- 
SEi, was chofen in his ftead ; on the fourth 
day after his appointment he was allb let 
afide, and in his room Battara Todja 
was ohofen queen for the third time ; Ihe 

became 



[ 2l8 ] 

became at the feme time datoua^ or qneca 
x£ Laeboe^ and not long afterwards queen 
of Soping alfe ; her hufband was appointed 
co-regent with her, of the kingdom ; he 
died in the year 172 5, after which fhe wa« 
married, for the fourth time, to Aroe 
Kayoe, who was, fliortly after his nup- 
tials equally made co-regent of the king- 
dom. But the queen being at variance 
with her brothers, one of whona fhe had 
caufed to be killed, and being diflatif- 
fied with Mr. Goubius, at that time the 
Company’s governor at Macajfer^ went away 
to Soping j where Ihe caufed herfelf to be in- 
augurated as queen. 

Her hulband, the regent, Aroe Kayoe, 
now thinking himfelf king of Boni, refelv- 
cd to fuppiant his queen and conlbrt, and to 
take again to his bed his firft beloved wife, 
Crain Bonto Majene, whom he had re- 
pudiated in order to marry the queen ; but 
when this defign was difcovered, in the 
year 1728, he was immediately declared 
unworthy of the regentlhip, and his life 
was fb much endangered, that he was oblig- 
ed to fly by night to T^ello, where he re- 
ceived prote^ioh. He afterwards became 

conneded 
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connected with Crain Bontalakc as, and 
loft his life in the commotions excited by 
that famous rebel. 

In the year 1730, the three remaining 
brothers of the queen of Bmiy ca.me from 
Bouton, whither they had fled, for fear of 
their lifter, and took refuge under the pro- 
te^lion of the Company, who allowed them 
to relide in the campon Baro. 

The queen, in the mean time, continued 
difcontented with the Company, becaufe the 
province of Bontain was withheld from her ; 
while her madanrang, or general in chief, 
and her tomarilalangs, or privy counfellors, 
conduced every thing at Boni according to 
their own wilhes, and adhering to the ene- 
mies of the Company who arofe about this 
time, Aroe Seenkang, and his followers, 
and the rebd, Crain Bontalancas, they 
prepared the way for the ruin of the king- 
dom of Boni, which was e&6led in the fol- 
lowing manner : 

Aroe Seenkang, a difcontented Wad- 
jorefe prince, had, for fome time, together 
with his captain, lout, or admiral, touja, 
been committing piracies ; he had taken 

P^r 
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Pajj^r and Coety^ and bad even attacked the 

vefiels of the Company. 

Thefe freebooters, therefore, in the years 
1735 and 1736, carrying their depredations 
to a great excefs, in the neighbourhood of 
Mandjiar Cajelie, were encountered by 
thp cruifing veffels of the Company, but to 
no purpofe ; and^ in the beginning of the 
year 1736, they landed jn fight of Fort 
Rotterdam^ on the adjacent iflands, belong- 
ing to the Company, where they plundered 
the inhabitants, and burnt their houfes. 
Upon this our government equipped fome 
vefiels at Macaffer^ wfio attacked the encT 
my, but the battle was flopped by the 
evening coming on ; and in the night, the 
enemy having effeded their purpofes, cunJ- 
ningly gave ns the flip, and got away to 
WadJoj without having fuffered any material 
damage. 

The Wadjorefe, notwithflanding the earn- 
efl reprefentations of the. Company’s fer? 
vants, obftinately refufed to deliver up Aroe 
Seenkang i and the Bouginefe, in confe- 
quence, declared war againfl them. But 
it was profecuted with very little vigour j 

f^^ 
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for the general, and the counfellors of Bomf 
as we have before feen, were in collufioa 
with the enemy ; whence this war had an 
unfortunate iilue. 

The queen of Boni perceiving the treach- 
ery, though too late, fent for the princes, 
her brothers, who had left Bouton^ and 
were gone over to thp Company, and gave 
the command of the army to the eldeft j 
but matters had already taken lb bad a turn, 
that there was fcarcely any poflibility of 
retrieving them, lb that they were com- 
pelled to make peace with Wadjo. 

K little before, our people, at the requelt 
of the Soping nobles, had let Aroe Ta- 
NETE, furnamed the Mad Duke *, go to 
15(5/2%, to defend that country againft the 
Wadjorefe j but he, attending little to the 
war with Wadjo, procured, by his intrigues, 
the Sopingers to depofe their queen, and 
ele^l him for their datoua, or king, - in her 

«■ Of this Aro* Tauete it was related, that, like the 
ancient inhabitants of Cekbes, he was a cannibal, and re- 
markably fond of huftian flefli, fo that he even ufed to 
fatten his prifonta^, and cutting their heart out alive, he eat it 
raw, with pepper and fait, cftectning it the moft delicious 
morfel of all. S. 
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ftcad ; after which he .likewife contrived to 
have himfelf chofcn king by the Bouginefe, 
of which eleftion they gave communication 
to the Company’s fervants at Fort Rotterdam', 
but it met with their marked diiapprobation ; 
and when the queen herfelf came forward, 
he was obliged to give way to her by flight. 

Upon this, the Wadjorefe made them- 
ielves mafters of Boat, appointed another 
queen, acknowledged the rebel Crain 
Bontalancas for king of Goach, and de- 
clared themfelves, in this manner, as three 
united countries, and enemies of the Com- 
pany. 

In the month of April, 1739, they came 
down, took pofleflion of Goach, and fum- 
moned Fort Rotterdam to furrender. What 
happened afterwards, I have before related, 
in . the account 1 have given of Goach* 

When the Company were faved by the 
fortune of arms, the next fl:ep to be taken 
was to relieve Boni } but this, fOr fome un- 
known reafon, was only done by halves ; 
for when the Wadjorefe were twice beaten, 
they were not purfiied as far as their capital, 
lojfora ; and thofe people, who refufed to re- 
new their engagements with the Company, 

were 
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were fojSered to do as they liked, while the 
difputes with Wadjo^ as well oa the part of 
the Company, as on the part of Boni, remain 
nnfettled to the prefent day. [Written in 
the year 1759.] 

In the mean time, in order, as was pre- 
tended, to forward the reftoration of the 
public tranquillity, the queen of . Boni was 
prevented from prolecuting her juft claim 
a^inft Aroe Tanete, or the Mad Duke-, 
and, to her further chagrin, the grant of JSoff- 
tain^ which province had been given to that 
princefs, in the fame manner as to her pre- 
deceftbrs, as a reward for paft fervices, by 
the Dutch government at Batavia, was an- 
nulled. 

She died in the year 1749, and her half- 
brother, Lama Ossong, was chofen fuc- 
ceffor to the crown of Si?«/,'under the name 
of Abdui Zadshab Djalaloedeen, who 
was the reigning king when I was at- 
€lekies, in 1775. He was then a man of 
Upwards of eighty years old, ajid he dwelt in 
the Bouginefe campon, which is not far 
feom our town of Vlaardingen, and, like 
moft of the native villages, is a place of 
little confideration. 


He 
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He did not {hew much efteem for the 
Europeans; he governed his fubjeds in an 
arbitrary manner, with much feverity, and 
paid very little regard to the laws of the 
country, which he always explained ac- 
cording to his will; 

All criminals are accufed before the king, 
who com millions his prime minifter, and 
one or two more of the nobles, to examine 
into the affair. As foon as a report is made 
concerning it, if the culprit be thought 
worthy of death, the king gives a fign with 
his eyes, and he is immediately earned out 
and killed with a kris. If aggravating cir- 
ftances occur, the king gives diredions for 
a more fevere punilhment ; the criminal is 
then bound to a tree, and he is pricked full 
of Ikin-deep wounds with krilles, and rubbed 
with fugar or molaffes; the whole body is 
foon entirely covered with ants, and the 
poor wretch is not relieved by death, before 
he has fuffered the greateff torments. But 
one of the grandees of the kingdom, or a 
man of noble birth, is never otherwife put 
to death for any crime than by the more 
merciful method of plunging a kris into his 
bofom. 


Mr. 
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Mr. VAN Pleuren related to me the 
following inftance of the cruel charaiSer of 
this monarch, which had occurred about two 
years before. 

Two princes, grandtbns of the king, be- 
came both enamoured of the lame perfon, 
a young princefs, who was fcarcely more 
than twelve years old j Ihe was an exquifite 
beauty, pofleired of every accomplilhment 
that an education at the court of an eaftern 
monarch could procure her. Both the 
lovers, notwithftanding their earneft foli- 
citations thaf Ihe would make choice of one 
who Ihould be the favoured youth, could 
not prevail upon her, for a long time, to 
decide between them ; overcome, however, 
at length, by the vehemence of their en- 
treaties, Ihe at laft declared in favour of the 
youngeft. This, as might be liippofed, oc- 
cafioned ai^ implacable enmity between the 
two princes, which was carried to fuch a 
height, that they drew their krifles againlf 
each other, in a folitary place, with fuch 
fury, that, had they not been fortunately 
leparated by Ibme people who came in time 
to prevent a fatal cataftrophe, they would 

probably 
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probably have both fallen viflims to tbeif 
jealoufy and love. 

As iibon as this occurrence came to the 
cars of the king, he fent for both princes, 
and reproached them with great afpeiity, 
that they were near depriving him of two 
of his children, by their rafh and foolilh con- 
I du(9:, which was the more unpardonable, 

being merely for the lake of a woman. He 
then commanded them immediately to dil- 
mifs their animofity, and to live thencefor-- 
ward together with their accuftomed fiater- 
nal afFc61ion. 

Thus far all was right. He next fent for 
the young princels, and fternly alked her, 
how fhe dared to avow a choice between 
two of his grandfons ? The poor girl, 
trembling and in tears, could make no 
other reply, than that Ihe had not done lb 
before 'Ihe was abfolutely compelled to it, 
and was afraid of fatal conlequences, if Ihe 

had remained obftinate in her refulal. 

This difculpation was of no avail to Ibften 
the indignation of the king ; he knew, he 
faid, a way to preferve his children, both 
from fuch debafing love, and from the dan- 
gerous 
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-gerotis confequences of it, and that it would 
be an unheard-of event that one of his ions 
ihould lole his life , for the lake of a boyifli 
attachment. He then gave the wonted 
fign of death, and the wretched obje^ of 
the violent love, and furious hatred, of the 
two princes, was carried out, and pierced to 
the heart, without there being any one found 
who durft pretend to be her advocate, or 
that her youth and beauty made the lead: 
impreffion upon the obdurate heart of the 
cruel monarch. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Account of the Kingdom of Sop i kg. — Sketch of its 
Bftory.—Lo-s.-B.oTi.--Its ProduMons . — Diffchte 
CoiduSi of the prefent Tanete.— 

BJiory.-'Phe- Country «/ Mandhar. — Its Go- 
vernment.-r-Hiftory.— ‘To A, or Wadjo. 

Bs fngtdar Gmfiituiim^ 

The kingdom of Soping was anciently 
one of the moft powerful Rates of Celebes ; 
it lies partly along the weftern fliore of the 
bay of Boni ; to the north, it is bounded by 
the great lake, called famparang Laba ; and 
to the fouth, it borders upon Lamoeroe, which, 
together with feveral other ftnall Rates, 
formerly belonged to it, but which after- 
wards became either independent or united 
to Boni. 

It yields nothing but paddee. In the year 
1661, after the flight of Radja Palacca, 
it became a fief of Macajfer ; but, in the 
year 1667, it was reRored to its liberty by 
the Company. 

The kings of Soping have been allied by 

marriages 
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Biafriages to thofe of B#«/ from time im- 
memofial. The Sopiftgefs pretend j in the 
fame manner as thofe of Macaffer and Boni, 
that their firft king equally delcOnded from 
heaven. After him, a ferieS Of fovcreizns, 
as well kings as queens, tuled over them, 
of whom the prefent reigniiig king of Boni 
ifr the twenty-feeond, who, With the confent 
of the nobles of Sowing, governed the king- 
dom by means of a viceroy ; at prefent, 
.however, namely, in 1775, it is again, 
under its own king, who married the 
daughter of the king of Beni He is a 
faithful ally of the Company, and follows in 
all things the advice of the governor of 
Macaffer^ although by the bravery of his 
people# for one Sopinger is better in war 
than three Bouginefe, he could do much 
more than- the king of Bmi. His fbn is 
educated at the court of his maternal grand- 
father. 

The part which this kingdom took in the 
troubles, at the time of Grain Bonta- 
LANCAs and Aroe Tanete, has before 
been mentioned. 

The kingdom of Loeboey or Loeboey was 
the moft powerful and moft extenfive of all 

the 
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the ftates of Celebes ^ before thofe oiMac(^er 
and Boni attained their fubfequent celebrity. 
It ftretches at prefent from Pelopa.i the ca- 
pital of the country, to LarompOt being an. 
extent of about twenty leagues along the 
weftern fhore of the bay of Boni, and from 
the other fide of the city, over the whole of 
the foutheaftern part- of Celebes, between 
Bugguefs-Bz.y and the eaftern coafi: of the 
ifland, as far as the Alforefe will fuffer them 
inland ; to the weft, it is bounded by JVadjo, 
and to the north, by Toradja. 

The land is fertile in paddee', it yieUi 
likewife good iron, and much gold is found 
in the rivers *, 

Mr. Blok had not obtained any informa? 
tion relpeding their ancient hiftory or kings. 
The firft king of whom mention is made 
in the records of the Company, is called 
Crain Haroo; he was fiibdued by the 
arms of the 'Company, at the fame time 
with the Macaffers at 

The queen who ruled over the country, 

* The gold of Cehhes is generally got, as on Sumatra^ from 
the beds of rivers and torrents, and there arc many fprings 
xiTuing from crevices of rocks, that bring feme gold along 
with the water, which running through a veficl, bottomed 
with Cand, leaves its treafure behind. ST* 


v/hen 
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when the account of Mr. Blok was written 
was called Tanralele, and Ibmetimes 
Asha ; the was, at the lame time, ^ueen 
of Tanete ; but Ihe was afterwards deprived 
of the crown, by the machinations of the 
king of Bom\ on account of her alleged dif- 
Iblute life ; for, notwithftanding flie was al- 
ready very far advanced in years, Ihe had 
the finell men daily brought to her, for the 
fatisfaAion of her lhameful licentiouliicls ; 
while, if Ihe met with any one, whom Ihc 
did not approve, Ihe had him immediately 
killed and thrown into the river : a grand- 
Ibn of the king of Bont was appointed king 
in her Head. 

This kingdom is likewile in alliance with 
the Company, and confe<juently dependent 
upon them. 

The kingdom of 'Tanete, or Aga Nonfia,, 
fignifying a bridge, or ford, lies halfway 
between Fort Rotterdam and the bay of 
Sorian. It is bounded to the eaft, by the 
principality of Mariovi-wavo ; to the north, 
by Barroe j to the Ibuth, by Sageree ; and 
to the weft, by the lea. It ftood, iii for- 
mer times,, on friendly terms with Macajeri 
afterwards, upon a war breaking out be- 
tween 
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tw«en them, although ‘l^anete was con- 
q-uered, it was ftill reputed iudependeot and 
a free ally oi Macajfer ; but when the .king 
gradually began to extend his power over 
this country, it was, and juHly, looked upon, 
as a date dependent upon that of Macajfer ^ 
as it is called io the reports of the con- 
ference of MacalTer, on the 7 th of Sep- 
tember, 1668.. 

At the time of Mr, Speel man, one king 
Ibrahim reigned here ; who, during the 
peace of Bonaye^ joined the Company, and 
was received -as one of their allies, after 
having entered into and fworn to the en- 
gagements didlated at that time by the- 
Company, to which his fuoceflbrs have, ever 
fince adhered. 

The prefent queen Tanralele, upon 
her being made queen of and going 

thither, gave qp the governnqent of lanete 
to the king of Bmi-, and to the Company 5 
but having, feme }ears afterwards, been 
driven from the throne of LoeJwe, Ihe came 
back, and refumed the adnainiftration of her 
own ftatg. 

The fcountry of Mandhar borders upon the 
fea, to the weft,; upon to the north j 

upon 
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upon BionangtSy to the fonth; and to the 
eaft, upon a tra< 9 : of defert tnountains, 
which afford a fecure refuge to the inhabi- 
tants, when they are attacked by too 
powerful enemies ; they then abandon to 
them their deferred villages on the feacoaft, 
and do not return to their habitations tjE 
they have been left by the invaders. 

The government of this country was 
veflcd, in former times, in ten nobles, or 
eftates, who had all entered into engage- 
ments with the Company ; three of them 
voluntarily ;.the feven others are commonly 
QaXl&di princes of the fe^en rivers. They £;«•- 
merly were liibjedl to the Macaffcrs, and, ia 
token of allegiance, were obliged to fend a 
yearly tribute of long fhields ; they even 
were forced to receive a governor from 
Macajfer; they, however, rejedled, 

jn the year 1658, though they remained 
Dtherwife faithful to that country. 

By the contract of Boni, the Macailers 
religjied all claim to the dominion oyer 
liand/iar; after which their princes, 'or 
eftates, were feveral times fummoned to 
enter into treaty with the Company; but 
they all, except one, obftjnately refufed to 

do 
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it. On this account, they were made 
war againft by the Company, and by the 

Bouginefe, but were never fubdued, as they 

always fled to the mountains , but, in the 
year 1674, fearing that they Ihould be at- 
tacked by Radja Palakka, they humbled 
themfelves before the Company, and figned 
and {wore to the engagements recjuired. 
Yet they never much obferved them, cfpe- 
cially not thofe articles which bind them 
not to navigate any vefTels without paffes 
from the Company, and which forbid them 
to admit any veflels into their harbours 
which are not provided with fuch pafles, 
NeVerthelefs they are deferving of praifc 
and efteem for the r^lpeft which they other-.- 
wife pay to the Company and to Bom\ 
and for the rcadinefs which they {hewed in 
affiiling the Company in the laft war. 

’Toadja, as pronounced by the Macafiers, 
or JFadjoy as pronounced by the Bouginefe, 
is fituated north of the river Chinnanfe Boni, 
which divides this country from that of 
Boni, extending to Panekee, which, though 
a free ftate, is efteemed a dependency of 
WadJOf and which reaches to Cotenga. Be- 
hind Pmekee and Kira, Wadjo ftretches north- 
wards 
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wards to harompo, or Loehoe. To the weft 
it touches upon the borders of Adja Tam- 
parang, or Sedeenring. 

It is governed by forty princes, or regents, 
amongft whom women are admitted equally 
with men. Thefe nobles are all obliged to 
remain inWadjo', yet, when requifite, they 
are allowed to go, for a fhort time, to their 
lands, in order to efFedt what may be necef- 
fary, but as fbon as this is done, they muft 
immediately return to Wadjo. 

The forty are divided into three diftin^ 
bodies, or eftates, each of which has a chief 
banner, or flag, to which they belong. 
Out of each of thefe three, again, two chiefs 
are chofen, one for warlike affairs, who is 
ftyled patara, and the other for the civil 
adminiftration of the government, flyled 
padenrang, who have for their prelident the 
mattoua, or defied king, who belongs to 
neither of the three eftates, and conftitutes 
the fortieth prince, lb that each divifion 
confifts of thirteen membci-s. 

Thefe laft fevea chiefs, to which high 
authority no woman is admilEble, form an 
affembly, in whom the chief government in 
every thing is veiled, in the name of the 

forty 
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forty nobles oiWadjo, except in the point of 
making war or peace, for which the grand 
council of the forty are afTetnbled, in whofe 
deiberaticns ihs, mattoua has, if necefiary, 
a double or calling vote 

Upon the deceafe of this eminent chief, 
the three eftates, or the thirty-nine nobles 

^ Though our Dateh traveller had tindoubtedlf the befi 
opportunities for becoming acquainted, vtiith the feveral. 
publican, or rather feudal, confdtutiohs whicii appear to pre- 
vai- in the petty ftateS of CMes, it may not be unpleafmg to 
compare his account wkh that of Captain Forrest,, who 
mvigai-ed in the eaftern parts of India, at different times, ii'om 
1 763 to 1 7 76, and whofe information on this fubjea was oh* 
tained from the Indians. ** Warjooy 6 t 'Tmdjoor he fays, 
** is governed, by an elciSEivc prince, called utdikataoA*' Me is* 
defied for life by the four nobles of the high eft rank,* 
^ called oran cayo hattn bo-%£iT (nobles of the great flag), from 
^ the body of an inferior nobilUy, called oran cayo batia 
^ pJo (nobles of the forty flags, there being forty lA 

number). When eledled, if he fhould fay, ^ I am- poof," 
<* which may be the cafe, the reply made to him, by > the 
nobleman who prefldes at the election, is, Warjoo berennee^ 
^ Warpoccdu^ 'Warjtio which flgnifles, Warpbi^’hnYt^ 

^ rich, and powerful j intimating, no doubt^ that ^ he fhali 
want for nothing- He then accepts, of the government. 
»« Befldes the four high, and the forty inferior, nobles, there 
is flill a kind of freeholders, called dydnsi, as in Bonr. Th^ 
« aramatma can -only keep up the -number of the four high 
and forty inferior nobility, when they are, by want of heirs, 
^ extin^ ; bdt he cannot iucreafe the number. In Warjeo^ 
** the nobility ia hereditary.’" Account of Celebes^ added to 
IforrcJPs V^cyagt to the- AcchifelagOy page 7 5 » 

as 
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as they are then reduced to, are equally 
affembled, who eledt one of their own body 
to focceed to his dignity, without paying 
any particular attention to his family ; but 
fuch regentlhips of the forty, as happen to 
be vacant,, are filled up from the neareft re- 
lations of the deceafed king, provided they 
are not born of a hondfwoman. 

Thefe people had their fhare in the gene- 
ral opprefiion which was the confequence of 
the extenfion of the power of Macaffer^ but 
they redeemed their freedom, by the pay- 
ment of one hundred cattis, being one hun- 
dred and twenty-five pounds of gold. 

They live very peaceably among , them- 
felves, and follow their commercial purfiiits 
with much adivity. They are the greateft 
merchants of Celebes, and at prefent, alfo, 
the richeft and moft redoubted nation of the 
illand. They pay no regard to any engage- 
ments either with the Company, or with 
l^oni, alleging that they have been cancelled 
by the laft war ; fince, after that time, 
Wa^jo has encreafed in power, in proportion 
as the confideratioa of Mom has declined. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

jfccmnt of the Kingdom of TotJRATTEA.-r-7'Ae 
Comtry of Linooes.— -T ouRADjA.-*-f'i&« Peo- 
fie called Boadjoos. — The Kings of Ereka 
end Letha.^ — Ube Country of Cajelie. Its 
Froduamsr-~To%^oy^o,Krs.-^lts Defendencks. 
— Bosle-boele.— IJland ^ov^o^s,—Vat 
rious petty States upon the Jfland Sumbawa. — ^ 
PaSsir and Coeti, in Borneo. 

ToXJRAf^EA extends from the river 
^jeeha, along the fea-coaft, to the fonth 
and eaft, to the river &, the eaftern bank 
of which belongs to Bontain l it is bounded 
on the north, by Macdjfer^ and on, the weft 
and fouth, by the fea. 

In ancient times it was inhabited by a 
free people, living under feveral independ- 
ent princes ; the chief of whom were thole 
of Binano and Bankale. The country of 
Lrnques lies between the two laft named 
ftates, not far from the bay of Tourattea. 
By the contrad of Bonu their independence 
was allowed by the Company, althpugh the 

king 
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king of Boni looks ppon them as his fiih- 
jefts, without admitting them to be equalif 
allies of the Company. 

Touradja is a large country, lying inland, 
bordering to the north, upon the Alforefe 
mountains, which leparate it from the bay 
of Nominee', to the eaft, upon Loekoe 
Wadjo ; to the fonth, upon Sedeenring, and 
to the weft, upon the Mandharcfe moun- 
tains. 

A large proportion of the Touradjeft are 
mountaineers, and idolaters. Another part 
live upon the water, and their veffels are 
continually roving round Cekbes,, the iiland 
of Bnde zxA Sumhaiea. Thefe lubfift by 
filhing, by the preparing of tripangs *, and 
by catching of tortoifes for the fliells ; they 
are likewife called Boadjoos, and are cfteem- 
«d Saves of Emit or of Gooch -f. 

The 

* The lame with fwallow, or fea-flug, mendoned in the 

foilowing note. STl 

-f* The ^Boadjoo pcoplcy who are likewife caIWi wm 
m men of the feat are a Mud laid tm 

come origimily from at the cat eatmi'Cc of the Strata 

of Malacca^ though foioe arc of opinion that th^'omt 
come" cither from. €hma^ mr Japm* live in 

fmall coYorcd hoat^ m the cm& of £mm» Cikks^ airf the 



[ ^40 3 

The kings of Enka arid Letba, two fmall 
aiftri6:s, in the ;Wefteni part of Toutadjai Att 
alfo in alliance with the Company. 

Cajelii 

adjacent iilands. Others dwell clofe to the fea, on thrfe 
ipands, their houfes being raifed on pofts, a little diflar4ce 
into the fea, always at the mouths of rivers. They are Ma» 
homedans. They have a language of their own, but no 
written charat^er. Many Boadjoos arc fettled on the ndrth- 
weft coaft of who not only fifh, but make fait, and 

tt:ade in finall boats along the coaft. They make fait in the 
following manner; they gather fea weeds, burn them, make a 
Icy of aftes, filter it, and form a bitter kind of fait in fquarc 
pieces^ by boiHng it in pa®s made of the bark of the aneehong^ 
or caM)age-free j. thefi; pieces of are carried to market^ 
and pafs as a cunrency for money. Thofe fettled on the 
northweft coaft of Borneo ufed to fupply the Englifli at Ba^ 
ImnBangan with rice, fowls^ and other provifions. Many 
of them are {fettled at the mouth of the river of Pajir^ who 
employ themfelves chiefly in catching fmall fhrimps, with 
Kandnets, which they pufh through the mud ; the Ihrimps, 
after being well wafhed in feawater, are expofed to a hot 
fun; they arc then beat in a mortar, and made into a kind 
of pafte, called Uauhongj which has a firong fmeli, and is 
much in requefl: all over India. Thefe laft Boadjoos may be 
called fixed, or {tationary, compared with thofe who live al- 
ways in their boats, and who, as the monfooii {lufts on the 
iflands Borneo and Cekhes^ {faift their fituation to leeward, fo 
as to he always under the lee of the iandj for the fake’ of fine 
weather. Moft of thofe who rove round Celebes^ though they 
<diange their firuation with the monfoon,- coniider Macajer as 
their home. When Captain Carteret lay at Bontain^ a 
^cct of more than- a hundred fail of their boats* anchored* 

there ; 
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Cajelk lies upon the weftem £ho/e of 
Celebes, towards the north, between 
bar Mamoedje, and Sinknjd, which is the 
Ibuthernmoft place belonging to the goTern- 
ment of Ternate. 

By the treaty of Boni, this country was 

there ; they were from twelve to eighteen, and twenty, tom 
burden, and carried from lixteen to twenty men : they were 
all undei: Dutch colours. The Boadjoo boats which Cap. 
tain Dourest faw ot the little Paternajfer Iflands, between 
B&rmo, and CekhtSi were about five or fix tons burden : fede- 
ral had women and children on board ; and their women are 
faid to be capable of managing their vefiels, even in heavy 
feas : they lay at anchor, fifhing for the fwallow, or fea*-{iug, in 
feyen or eight fathoms water. They fee the fwallow in clear 
water, and ftrike it as it lies on the ground, with an infini* 
Rient, confifting of four bearded' iron prongs, fixed along an 
sdmoft cylindrical flone, rather fmaller at one end than at 
the other, about eighteen inches long; an iron ihot is fixea 
at the end of the Hone, next the point of the prongs. 
The fwallow is dried in the fmoke, and fent to the China 
market. They alfo dive for it^ the beft being got in deep 
water. The black is reputed the bell y but there is fome of 
a lighter colour, found only in deep water, which is of more 
value in China than the black, and fold even for forty dol- 
lars a picol ; the pieces are much larger than the general run 
of the black fwallow, fome of them weighing half a pound. 
The white is the worft, and is eafily got in Ihoal water, and 
on the dry fand, among coral rocks, at low water : its value 
k about four or five dollars a picol. The Boadjoos are very 
ufcful to the Dutch Eaft-Iijdia Company, in carrying intelli- 
gence fpeedily from place to place. T. 
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ceded to the kiflg of but the go- 

vernment nt Batavk aterwards i€ued or- 
ders that it Ihouid be <x)nfidered as belong- 
ing to the government of Macajfer. 

It ufed formerly to yield much cocoa- 
nut-oil, and to furnifli as much of this 
article as was wanted by the Company } 
but fince the year 1730, it has been fo 
much ravaged, firft by the internal dif- 
fentkms between their own nobles, and af- 
terwards hy the IVIandharele, that all the 
cocoanut-trees were felled for the purpofe- 
of making bentings'. the land lies now al- 
jaooft uncultivated and defert, arid is lub- 
jea, for the greateft part, to the Mandha- 
refe. 

The petty kings of this country requeft- 
ed the aid of the Company, feveral years 
ago, againft the l^laridbarefe ; upon which 
fome vefiTels and troops were fent thither } 
but they behaved fo ill, that the natives forely 
repented having ever had recoui'fe to the 
Dutch for affiftance. 

From the report of the chief perfons em- 
ployed on that occafion, by the govern- 
ment of Macajer, it appears that the coun- 
try was then very productive in faddee } as 

likewife 
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Jikewife that it yielded mi5ch gold, and that 
in the neighbourhood of Pavigi, which is 
fituated upon the gulph, or bay, of f ommee, 
gold is found by digging about four feet under 
the furface of the earth. 

^oerongan is fituated inland. This nfr^ 
gree, or townfhip, and eight others apper- 
taining to it, bear the denomination of 
Waunvo Woele, or the lejfer mountains. They 
were formerly all free, and dependent upon 
no one ; afterwards, and pofterior to the 
conqueA of Samboupo^ fix of them were ad- 
mitted, at their earneft requeft, into the al- 
liance of the Company; and not long af- 
ter, the people of Touraayo, fituate behind 
Goach, at the foot of the mountains, and 
fome others in that neighbourhood, were, 
equally, at their own defire, included in the. 
treaty of Boni. 

In time of war thefo places are of great 
importance j but moft of them are at prc- 
fent united with Boni ; as is the cafe with 
Boek-boele, and its appurtenances, which is 
fituated in the bay of Boni, at and near the 
river of the fame name. To the weft, it 
has Wauwo Woele y to the fouth, the rivet' 
Cajfa\ to the north, the xwQt Tanka i and 

. to 
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to the eaft, the Ihores of the bay. This 
country is likewife fdmetimes eal|ed T^/Zo- 
Bmpoe I it has three chief negrees, or 
townfhips, namely, Boele-boele, Lamante, and 
RaJJa, which are all independent of each 
other. 

Before, and during, the war of 1667, 
thele people were the faithful allies of the 
Macaffers, who, by the treaty of Bom\ gave 
up all claim to this country and its inhabi- 
tants. After that war, it was poirefTed by 
Radja Palacca, and, it was governed by 
him in behalf of the Company, remaining 
one of their moft obedient allies ; but after 
his death, it continued under the dominion 
of Boni, whofe kings now look upon it as 
an appendage of their crown. 

Thefe are the principal matters relative 
to the kingdoms and ftates of Celebes^ which 
I found particularly mentioned in the afore- 
faid manufcript account. 

I ihall, in conclufion, fay Ibmething of 
the more diftant countries, which, though 
they do not peculiarly belong to Celebes^ 
have much relation to the Company’s go- 
vernment at Macajfer. 

Bmttm is a pretty large ifland, lying eaft 

of 
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oi Celebes y of which I lhall fay more, in the 
account of my voyage from Macajfer to 
Amboyna, 

The kings of this ifland have equally ac- 
ceded to the treaty of Boni, though they 
have not conftantly ftuck to it; for in the. 
year 175^) they fuffered the Company’s ihip 
'Rujt en Werk (Reft and Work) to be plun- 
dered by pirates, for which the Boutonners 
received a lievere correction from the Com- 
panyj in the year 1755 ; they then fought 
for aid from Boni and Ternate, but not fuc- 
eeeding in this, they began, by degrees, tp 
incime towards peace, and fhewed an in- 
clination to keep their engagements with 
the Company, without, however, either re- 
newing them, or paying the penalty which 
was impofed upon them by the Company, 
on account of the perfidioufnefs they had 
been guilty of. 

The petty ftafes which are fituated on 
the oppofite ifland of Sumbawat Vix, Dima^ 
DompOt Tambora^ Sangefr^ Papekat, and 
Sumbawa^ are independent of each other, 
but united together by a defenfive alliance, 
as far as regards their poffeflions on the 
ifland Sumbawa. They are likewife all, 

feparately, 



feparately, the allies, and under the pro- 
tection, of the Company, 

Bima lies at the eaft end of Sumbawa, 
about forty-five leagues fouth of the fouth- 
weft point of Celebes^ and the paflage over 
can be effected, in a good veffel, the whole 
year round. It is a free ffate, under whofe 
jurifiliClion are comprehended, the Straits 
of Sappy, the whole of Mangery at the weft 
jpoint of the ifland of Bnde, and the ifland 
Goenottg-api, which laft lies a little to the 
north of Bima. 

The princes of Bima, Dompo, ^ambora^ 
Sangar, and Papekat, have, in general, ob- 
ferved their engagements with the Com- 
pany pretty w-ell ; but thofe of Sumbauaa 
have paid little attention to them, by the 
inftigation of the Macaffers and Wadjorefe, 
who refort in great numbers to thefe iflands, 
elpecially the latter, who are great mer- 
chants and adventurous navigators, and with 
their country-boats they keep the fea in a 
moft furprizing manner ; they are even faid 
to go as far as the Englifli fettlement at 
Bencookn, on the weft coaft oi Sumatra. * 

Pq/ftr 

* Captain Forrest mentions to have feen fifteen prows, 

fepiB at a timcj at Bmcrnkn^ loaded with a mixed cargo 

of 
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Tajfir and Caeti are two little flates, or 
feaports, fituated on the eaft fide of the ifland 
Borneo y and were anciently conquered by 
the Macaflers 

Their princes ufed formerly to vifit thele 
places alone, or only accompanied by their 
Tclativesj prohibiting their other fubje6ls, or 
allies, from going thither. But thefe flatea 
were received into alliance with the Com- 
pany in the year 1 686. 

In 1726, they were taken by the famous 
fugitive Wadjorefe prince, and pirate, Arok 
Seenkanq, and have ever fince paid an 
annual tribute to him ■f', 

■of fpices^ wax, caflia, fandalwood, dollars, and the cloths of 
called cambays. jT, 

^ Forrest informs us that was a colony from Wadj ^, 
and that the Wadjorefe equally formed fettlements on Sum^ 
ViXidi 2it. Rhto^ in Stxzlu of Malacca. P. 

^ Fajjir feems now to be entirely freed from the injauence 
of the Dutch, the tribute mentioned by the author, being 
oflenfibiy required for the protection of the freedom of the 
port ; and in" 1772, when the Engiifh Ealt-lndia Company^'s 
fhip, Britannia, was there, a faCtory was iatended to be elta- 
blilhed, ehiefiy for the fail of opium, and Indofian piecegoods, 
and the purchafe pf the precious commodities, fpices, gold, 
wax, &c. brought thither by the BugguelTes; this plan was 
pnly fruflrated by a commotion taking place in the town, at 
which the Engiifh comrriander, rather needlefsly, took the 
alarm, Rud quitted the country. Fa^r was then a place of 

ffcn 
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great trade; with two fethotns water on the muddy har of * 
river that led up to the town, forty-five miles, the tide run- 
ning a good way up above the town ; thi? confifted of about 
300 wooden houfes on the i?orth fide of the river, moft of 
them by Bugguefs merchants; the houfe aftd wooden 

fiwt of the fultan was on the fouth fide, a very little way from 
the river. The Britannia lay about fifteen miles off the river’s 
sKnith, in fix fathoms, muddy ground. T. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Xth 

Account of Fort RoTTfiiiDAM, and of the Lands tf 
the Company around it. — Deputes with the Mor 
coffers about the Limts- — Lhe Northern Pro* 
‘pinces. — Occurrences relating to 
i — SiANG. — L abaccan.“-^Sager,ee . — Southern 
Provinces. — Poelembankeeng.' — Galxs- 
soitG . — IJlands on the Coaft. — Tanakeke, and 
Three Brothers.—Bontain . — CbaraEfer 
of its Inhabitants. — Defcription of the Bay and 
Fort. — Boelecomba. — ProduBions. — Its Road 
and Fort. — B i r a .—Sbip-building.-^Dfcription 
of their Proas. — Pbe Inhabitants. 

Having given an account of the prinr- 
cipal matters relative to the allies of the 
Company, I Ihall next proceed to defcribe 
the Company’s own lands, which belong to 
the government of Maca£er. 

Of the Company’s poffeffions In Celebes, 
Fort Rotterdam is the chief. It lies in the 
kingdom of Macajfer, and belonged formerly 
to the jurifdi< 9 :ion of Tello, It is on the weft 
coaft of Celebes, in the Ibuth latitude of 
5® 7', and is the head fettlement of the 

Corn** 
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Company here. It is called Oedjong Pandang 
|q the treaty of Boni, by which it was ceded 
to the Company, together with the diftridt 
belonging to it. None of the contrads point 
out the eXad diftance to which the jurifdic- 
ti^ round the fort ought to be extended, on 
which account the MacafTers endeavour to 
drcumfcribe it to the north within the ex- 
terior bounds of the town, or negree, of 
VUtardsngen and its liiburba; to the fouth, 
within the outward line of the campon 
; and to the eaft, they define it to ex- 
tend no farther than to. Bantuakck» 

The difference in this, and in many nther 
refpefb, between the Macaflers and the 
Company, arifes from the circumftanqe, that 
the treaty of Boni remained in full force 
after the con^paefl: of Samimpo, or^ rather 
that it was never altered and amended, or 
at kaft explained, upon the change of affairs, 
although the Company have fince been three 
at war with the MacafiE^s, and the 
iffue has, every time, been foch, that they 
had <»ily to preicribe their conditions ; yet 
this necef^ry emendation, it feems, has 
never been thought of. 

T^ prefent jnrifilidioa of tho Company, 

' as 
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as claimed and maintained by them, extends 
from Samhong Java, to what is called the 
Kraal ; thence northward, along the fait 
msitihes, helamdi Bontualack, as far as the 
river Patinga Loang» not far from Qedjmg 
'Pana. 

The northern provinces include the lands 
of Maros, with the half of Sodian, and Tdar~ 
ras, or Cabbe Slang ; Labalccan, with Bon^ 
gero and Sageree, vflach. are the plains lying 
between ’lello and SCanete, the proper 
naries of Celebes th.crx th& places, which 
are fituated between thefe plains and the 
mountains; and laftly, the mountain- vil- 
lages, or negrecs. 

Theie lands, which border upon each 
other, have the fea, to the weft ; Tanets 
?Lnd. Mar os, to the north ; Lamoeroe, to the 
eaft; and the kingdom of Macajfer^ to the 
ibuth. 

They were all conquered during the reign 
of the Macaffer king, Allah Oedeen, who 
reduced them to fervitude, and divided them 
by villages and lots among the nobles of 
Macajfer, who received from the inhabi- 
tants, as from their own property, the tenth 
of the produce, and the ufual feudal fervices, 

till 
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tin Ofiober, 1668, when, upon the rupture 
with the Macaffers, Maros was 'taken by 
the Company and their allies ; but it fell 
again into the hands of the enemy on the 
aoth of November eniuing ; however, upon 
the conqueft of Samhupo^ ' thh province was 
ahb fiibdued by our people. 

in the year 1736, or 1737, when the north- 
ern provinces were overrun by the rebel 
Crain Bontalancas, all of them, either 
voluntarily, or by force, abandoned the fide 
of the Company, and took up arms againft 
them ; but when Maros was retaken, in 
Auguft, 1737, Governor- Smoot, moft 
of the chiefs returned to their former alle- 
giance, while the others abfeonded, though 
they were afterwards purfued and taken, 
and. underwent a well-merited punifliment. 

Tbofe who returned to their duty, to- 
gether with other chiefs newly appointed, 
were fummoned, in January, 1738, to the 
fort, where thofe who were guilty, but had 
returned of themfelves, received a pardon j 
and all of them, Labaccan excepted, ab- 
jured for ever the dominion of Macajfer, 
and were accordingly again received as 
faithful fubjefts to the Company. 


A junior 
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A junior merchant has the {uperintettil-* 
cnce over all thefe provinces ; he reiides in 
that of J&m, between the palifadoed fort 
called Valkenburg, and the negree, Soeryje^ 
rang ; the lands around the Company’s pag- 
ger, or palifadoed fort, in the kingdom of 
^anetif on the river Pantjana, are alfo under 
this refident. The number of negrees, or 
townfliips, over which the Company’s juriC- 
diftion, and the authority of the refident at 
Marost extends, amounts to three hundred 
and feventy. 

For the government of the inhabitants 
under the refident, Maros has, befides, five 
native regents, who are elected by the elders 
of the people, from the neareft relatives of 
luch as have died, and are prefented to the 
governor and council at Macafser, who con- 
firni the eledion, with a referve, neverthe- 
lels, for the approbation of the government 
at Batavia. 

Slang has one regent, chofen from among 
the natives, who is called Loma. 

Lahaccan has alfb one native regent, who 
has the appellation of Crain. 

Sageree has five of thele regents, the chief 
of whom is Crain Mangalong. 


The 
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The greateft part of the iahabitaiits of 
tbefe plains, however, are Bougincic, who 
are very indaftrtous in agriculture : thefe 
again have their own peculiar chiefs, who 
are 'appointed by the king of Bom ; but they 
are, as well as the hibjedts of the Company, 
liable to the levy of the tenth part of the 
rice-fearveft. 

The other provinces, lying between thefe 
plains and the mountains, have likewife 
their own regents, appointed to rule over 
them in behalf of the Company, moft of 
them under the title of Crduy with the ad- 
jeclion of the name of the negree, which is 
under their authority. Thefe laft furuifh 
the timber and bamboos wanted for the 
Company’s poft at Soeryjerang, and Ibgs for 
repairing the wooden pier at Fort Rotter 
dam. 

Befides thefe regents, they have likewife, 
among themfelves, feveral inferior chiefs, 
whom they call galarangs. They live quietly 
under their own laws, and in the enjoyment of 
their own religion ; and perform the feudal 
fervices required of them by the Company, 
as their rightful lord paramount. 

To the fouth of Fort Rotterdanty on the 

weft 
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weft coaft, the Company poflefs the fmall 
provinces of Poelem Bankeeng aqd Galifsong^ 
being within the kingdom of Macajfer pro- 
per, between the fiflipools of -ding, and the 
river Tjikoa ; but the little jftate of Sandra- 
boni lies in the middle. Theft plains were 
iubdued by the Company, ip the war of 
1667. 

The inhabitants of both theft diftridrs 
make gpod foldiers, and thoft of Galifsong 
are efteemed here the beft ftamen ; when 
the Company want failors at Macajfer, they 
are obliged to ftrve without any other pay 
than their fubfiftence. 

To the province of Galifsong belong the 
ifland ^anakeke, and the fmall iflands called 
the Three Brothers, which, equally, by right 
of conqueft, are the property of the Com- 
pany, and the inhabitants of them, their 
fubjeds ; as is the cafe with all the other 
iflands which are fcattered along the weft 
coaft of Celebes, from the point of Tourattea 
to Tanete. The Macaflers have a colony of 
Touradjefc upon the ifland Great Barnang ; 
but many of theft iflands are uninhabited j 
fomc of them are inhabited by the fubjeds 
of the Company, and a few by Bouginefe. 

On 



[ 2J6 ] 

On the fouth coaft, and on the caft fhore 
of the Bay Boni, the Company pojQTefs 
the kingdoms oi Bontain^ Boele Combat and 
BerOt together with their dependencies. 

Bontain is bounded on the weft by the 
river Tiw, which divides it from the king- 
dom oi^ouratUa't on the north by the moun- 
tains, which bear its own name ; on the eaft 
by the river Kalekongang j and on the fouth 
by the fea. 

It was anciently confidered among the 
dependent allies of Macajfer, and was ruled 
by their kings j but it has twice been con- 
quered by the arms of the Company and 
their allies, and was ceded to them, in pro- 
perty, by the treaty of Boni. 

It is a very pleafant country, and is fertile 
in rice. There is a larger bay for Ihips and 
vefiels of all deferiptions, and the people of 
this land, and thofe of Boele Comba znA Bera 
are the beft natured, moft peaceful, and 
tradable, of all the fubjeds which the 
Company have in the whole ifland of Cr- 
tebes*. 

:::'!Thi» 

♦ Captain Cartemt gives us feveral iaftances of the pa- 
tient ami unrefenting temper of the inhabitants of 

wMcIi 
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This kingdom was once given by the 
Company to Radja Palacca, as a reward 
for the great fervices rendered to them ; but, 
from default of male heirs, falling again to 
them, it was afterwards confidered as a too 

wfikii occMrrccI while he lay there. The bay he dcfcribes as 
ft large ones where Iliips may lie in perfed fafety during both 
the monfoons : the foundings are good and: regular, and the 
bottom , foft mud ; nor is there' any danger In coming in, but 
a ledge of rocks, which are above water, and are a good .mark 
for anchoring. The highefi .land in %ht is called Bonmn^ 
Hill; and when a fiiip is in the offing, at the diftance of two 
or three miles from the land, fte iliould bring this hill north. 
Of n4w. and then ru,n .in with it and anchor In this bay 
there are feteralfmall towns; that which is called Bontam lies 
in the northeaft part of it, and here is a fmall p:aIifadoed for£„ 
on which eight guns are mounted, that carry a ball of about 
tight pounds weight : It is juft fufficient to keep the country- 
people in fubje^ion, and is intended for no other purpofe : it 
lies on thofouth fide of a fmall river, and there is water for a 
Ihip to come ciofe to lb ^ Wood and w^ater are to be procured 
here in great plenty; likewife plenty of frelh provifions, at a 
reafonable rate: the beef is excellent, but it would be difficult 
to procure enough of it for a fquadrom Rice may be. bad in 
any quantity, fo may fowls and fruit .: there are' alfo abu.ndance 
of wild hogs in the woods, which may be purchafed at a low 
price, as the natives, being mahomedans, never eat them ; and 
iiffi may be caught with the feine. The latitude of B&mam^ 
Hill is 5 ^ jo' fouth. The tides are veiy irregular; com- 
monly it is but once high and once low water in four-and- 
twenty hours, and there is feidtaqa fix feet diffiemnee between 
them. T» 


ImpQTtmt 
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important pofTeffion ever to part with it 
again, without the moft urgent neceffity. 

It is governed by two native regents, who 
bear the title of Crain ; namely, one who 
rules over Bontain^ and one over Tomfoboeky 
under whom there are feveral galarangs, or 
village-chiefs. All thefe, together with the 
fcrjeant who commands at the Company’s 
pagger, or palifadoed fort, are under the 
authority of the refident, whofc jurifdidlion 
likewife extends over Boele Comba, which 
was alfo anciently a feparate kingdom, but 
was brought under the yoke of the Macaf- 
fers in later times. 

It ftretches from the river Kakkongang, 
which divides it from Bontain^ to Bera, or 
rather to the river Banpang, which runs be- 
tween them 3 to the north of it, lie the 
mountains of Kyndang, which leparate it 
from Boni, or rather from the highlanders 
of Touraayo; to the fouth, it is wafhed by 
the fea. 

This province is likewife one of the con- 
quers of the Company, and its inhabitants 
are, therefore, their fubjedts 5 and they have, 
together with thofe of Bontain, the fame 
duties to fulfil, and enjoy the fame privi- 
; leges. 
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Ifeges, as thofe who dwell in the Company’s 
northern provinces. 

Two head regents are, in like manner, 
appointed to rule over this diftridt, namely, 
Crain Gantarang and Crain Oedjong- 
xowE, who havte feveral galarangs under them. 

The land is fertile in rice, and abounds in 
game and extenfive forefts ; but the timber 
is not adapted to the conftruction of houles. 

In the weft monlbon, the road before 
Eoele Comba is dangerous for fhipsj fmall 
veffels, however, can run into the river 
Kalekongangj at high water. At or near the 
mouth of this river, ftands the Company’s 
palifadoed fort Carolina^ in which the re- 
fident, who is a junior merchant, has his 
abode. 

To him is equally entrufted the fuperin- 
teijdence over Bera, which province reaches 
from the river Bampangt eaftward, along 
the'feacoaft, to the point of Lajfem (called 
LaJJha in our charts), and thence northward 
to the point of Cadjang ; on the landfide, it 
borders upon Boek Comba, Tourang, and 
Kadjang, belonging to Boele~boele. 

The whole of this country was ceded to 
the Company by the treaty of Bom. It is 

barren 
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tarrcii and rocky, and yields to its inhabi- 
tants nothing but ochee * in the room of rice^ 
or bread ; if they want fdddtey they muft have 
f ecourfe to Bode Combat or JBima. It has 
fbtne woods, from which the inhabitants, and 
thofe of Boe/e Comba, obtain middling good 
timber for building proas; the chief build- 
ing yards of the Macaffers were formerly at 
this place +. 

* Pamcum ct^rvi, 

f They build their proas, which they call paduakans^ very 
tight, by dowling the planks together, as coopers do the parts 
that form the head of a cafk, and putting the bark of a certain 
tree between, which fwells, and then fit timbers to the planks, 
as at Bombay j but do not rabbet, as it is called, the planks, as 
is done there. In Europe we build reverfely ; we fet up the 
timbers firft, and fit the planks to them afterwards. They arc 
bigotted to old models and fixtures in fitting their vefiels: the 
largeft never exceed fifty tons ; they have their bow lowered, 
or cut down, in a very awkward manner, fo as to be often 
under water 5 a bulk head is raifed a good way abaft the ftem, 
to keep off the fea. They have a tripod maft, with a high 
pointed fail ; the tripod maft is made of three flout bamboos j 
two rifiug from the tides, and one from the fore part of the 
veffel, laflicd together at the top: the two feet abreaft are 
bored at the lower end acrofs, with holes about three inches in 
diameter ; and thefe holes receive the two ends of a piece of 
timber, which goes acrofs, }ike a main thaft 5 on thefe the two 
abreafl parts of the tripod turn, as upon a hinge : the fore part 
of the maft is fixed forward, like a mainftay, to a knee a- 
midfliips, with a forelock j by unlocking the forelock, the 
maft is ftruck in a moment. T. 
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The men of Bera are, in general, good 
warriors, both at fea and at land ; the richeft 
among them are merchants ; the others 
employ themfelves in building of proas, 
and in manufadiuring a Ibrt of coarfe, white, 
cloth, from the cotton which grows in tolera- 
ble abundance here ; a fmall annual tribute 
of thefe cloths is paid to the Company. 

This country has ten regents, of whom 
the chief is Crain Bera. Thefe come 
once a year tQ Fort Rotterdam to difeharge 
their tribute. 


CHAP- 



[ 262 ] 


CHAPTER XIII. 

Account of the JJland Saleyer.-— Produ£iions.~-^ 
Government. — CbaraSer of the Inhabitants . — 
IJlands of Bonaratte and Calauwe. — Intri^ 
cacy and Difficulty of the Government of Ma- 
CASSER. — ContraS, or Treaty, of Boni. — Mif- 
taken Policy of the Company . — Declining State of 
their Authority.- — Encroachments and clandejline 
Trade of the Englijh. — Difficulty of preventing 
them.-— Alarm excited at Macasser by the Ar- 
rival of Captain Carteret, in 1768. — Account 
of that Affair. — Bad Confequences of the Second 
never fucceeding to the Governorjhip. — Emoluments 
of the Governor at Macasser . — The other Ser- 
vants of the Company.— The Company's Trade . — • 
Private Trade. — Impoffibility of preventing Smug-, 
gling. — Opinions of Governor Mossel on thefe 
SubjeAs. — Receipts and Charges of this Settlement. 
— Memsrial of Mr. van Pleuren on the Trade 
ff the Company. — EftabUfhment (^Macasser. — 
Malays. — Their Chief or Captain. — Trade of the 
Chineje io Celebes. — Defcripiion of their Junk. — 
Departure from Macasser. 

The iflan-d Saleyer lies nearly fonth of the 
point of Laffem, full two leagues ; in the 

ftrait 
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iirait between them, are the BudjeroonSy 
called, by our feamen, the Boeferoens, which 
are three fmall, uninhabited iflets. 

There are leveral other iflands which lie 
round and near Saleyer, and belong to it, of 
w^hich, however, only two are inhabited, 
namely, Bonaratte and Calauwe. 

The Macalfers, who had pofTeffion of 
Saleyevy made a ceffion of it, by the treaty 
of Bom, to the king of ^ernate ; but it has 
fince, in the lapfe of time, and by flow de- 
grees, been wrefted from the Ternatefe, by 
the Company. 

Saleyer is very mountainous and woody, 
and there are many deer in its forefts. It 
produces ochee and batta ; the lafl; is a fort of 
millet, which confbitutes a chief part of 
the food of its inhabitants. Much coarfe, 
blue and white, fliriped, cloth, is made here 
of the capasy or cotton, which it likewife 
produces 

This 

Captain Fok EES T, who was call away, in Bonetta 
ketch, on a fmall, defert, fandy, ifland, eail of SJeyer; tra« 
veiled acrofs the latter in 1763, accompanied by the refident. 
They were carried by men np the very fteep hills, that run 
along the middle of the ifland from north to footh, on bamboo 

chairs^ 
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This ifland is governed by fooftcen re- 
gents, who refort once a year, in the month 
of Oftober, to Fort Kotterdam^ with two 
hundred and fifty, or three hundred, of their 
countrymen, to perform the cuftomary duties 
of vaffalage, and to fet forth fuch difputes as 
they may have among themfelves, in order 
to obtain a decifion in them. 

This people are pulillanimous and fervile, 
and, at the fame time, quarrelfome and per- 
verfe ; infotnuch, that, if their fituation be 
not exadlly to their own liking, they im- 
mediately emigrate, with the whole of their 
family, to another country. 

A junior merchant is placed here, as re- 
fident, in betalf of the Company, who has 
his abode near, or in, a palifadoed fagger^ 
or redoubt, called Defence, which lies, as I 
was informed, in 5® o' fouth latitude. 

The beforementioned iflands Bonaratte 
and Calawwe were given, in fief, to the old 
Radja Pal ACC a. He made ufe of the 

chairs, made on the fpot ; and they went over the flat lands on 
horfeback. He computes the inhabitants of Saleyer to amount 
to about lixty thoufand. They drink much of a liquor called 
fagmre^ drawn from the palm-tree; they burn tallow from the 
taliow»trcc, as in China, 71 


firft 
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firft for a place of education and inftruftion 
for his dancing girls ; to which purpofe his 
fuccelTors in the kingdom of Boni likewife 
appropriated it ; hence, thefe iflands are 
moftly inhabited by Bouginefe, and but very 
few Saleyers are found upon them. 

From thefe Ihort Iketches and dcfcriptions 
of the nations who inhabit the great ifland 
of Celebes^ may eafily be deduced the differ- 
ent relations, in which they ffand towards 
each other, and towards their neighbours^ 
both with relpedt to their internal policy, 
and their -foreign connexions ; and hence 
may likewife be feen, how intricate and 
troublefome the office of governor of Ma~- 
cafser mull: be, in order to reconcile the jar- 
ring intereft of all thefe numeious petty 
ftates with each other, and with the intereft 
of his employers. 

The contraX, or treaty, of Bonif which 
has been fo often mentioned in the preced- 
ing pages, was the foundation upon which the 
fuperftruXure of the Company’s power and 
influence in Celebes was ereXed more than a 
century ago. Boniy who firft entered into 
this engagement, and whence it has always 
been called the contraX of has, for that 




reafbn, been ever efteemed the firlt and 
old eft ally of the Company. It was, at that 
time, in danger of being fubdued by the 
Macalfers, and not poflefling fufficient power 
to oppofe fo redoubted an enemy, it may, 
therefore, be eafily conceived, that the 
Bouginefe readily embraced the opportunity 
of entering into the ftridteft alliance with 
the Company, whofe power was fo great, 
and fo renowned throughout India, that 
whoever were their allies, might diveft 
themfelves of all fear of being maftered. 
This was, in faOr, apparent in the fequel, 
M^cafser was fubdued, and Boni, being thus 
freed from the fear of their hereditary ad- 
verfaries, encreafed, more and more, in 
greatnefs and luftre, more elpecially during 
the government of Radja Palacca. It 
became an adopted political maxim, that 
Maeafser fliould be continually kept under ; 
and this has been, till the prefent time, fq 
ftridlly adhered to, that Boni has been ren- 
dered fo great and powerful, that it is at 
prefent out of all queftion to prefcribe rules 
or bounds to that kingdom, although the 
miftake is now moft clearly perceivable : it 
even happens, from time to time, and every 

year, 
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year, that different portions of territory* 
which appertain to the Company by right 
of conqueft, are fuffered, by the negligence* 
or indulgence, of the governors, to be wreft- 
ed from them by Bom, under fbme plaufible 
pretext or other ; while thefe encroach- 
ments are, likewife, afterwards unaccount- 
ably ratified by the government at Bafa'via. 

The prefent fovereign of Bom has brought 
it fo far, that one of his grandfbns has 
afcended the throne of the powerful king- 
dom of Loehoe, and which the Company 
have been obliged to wink at ; perhaps the 
danger to their interefts, which lies in this 
vaft encreafe of the power and influence of 
the Bouginefe monarch, has not beep luSl- 
ciently infifted upon by their feryants, or it 
may even be, that it has been reprefented in 
a favourable light. 

Hereby, and by feveral other circum- 
flances, the authority of the Company has 
fo much declined m Celehes, that their pof- 
feflions in the ifland may be confidered as 
very inferior in importance to others. Little 
regard is now paid to the treaty of Boni^ 
upon which every thing hinged heretofore. 
The king of B6ni has even prelumed to pre- 
fer 
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fer a claim upon the campon Baro, clofe to 
the fort, becaufe he refided for fome time in 
it, when he had fled to the Company for 
protection againft his After Aroe Palacca. 
It is not impoffible, that when this prince 
is dead, other darker clouds may arife ; for 
this is certain, that all the native princes arc 
jealmis of the footing which the Company 
have obtained upon the illand, and envy 
them their poflellions ; and, if they could 
but remain united among themfelves, they 
would not let flip any opportunity of freeing 
themfelves from their dependence, by ex- 
pelling the Dutch from Celebes, or at leaft 
curtailing their power and influence. This 
it is what conftitutes the moft important, as 
well as the moft difficult and delicate, part 
of the adminiftration at Macafser, namely, 
to infpire the principal nations with jealouly 
and diftruft of each other, at the fame time 
preventing and avoiding, as much as poffible, 
all actual hoftilities and interference, in order 
not to be forced to join either one or the 
Other. 

The Company are not only menaced on 
this fide, but their hereditary rivals in trade, 
the Englilh, feek likewife to eftabliffi them- 
felves 
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feives here, which they had nearly effe^ied, 
about the river of Sadraboni^ a few years ago. 
The Bouginefe, Wadjorefe, and Maiidha- 
refe are much attached to them, and affift 
them in the purchafe of Ipices from Ceram 
and other iflands. Their new eftablifhment 
zt Balambangang gives them opportunities of 
conne<Siion with the merchants and other in- 
dividuals of the different nations who refbrt 
to FaJJir and Soeti^ or have fettled there, 
and of drawing them over to their interefts : 
and if they were to perfevere in their en- 
deavours, it would be very difficult to pre- 
vent them from obtaining a footing hx 
Celebes \ efpecially upon confidcring what 
happened with refpeit to the little Englifli 
floop of war, the Swallow, in 1768, whofe 
ftay at Macafser I mentioned in my former 
voyage j and though the circumflances at- 
tending it, were contradicted to me now 
that 1 was at Macajfer, it was in ffich a 
manner, as rather confirmed my belief, in 
the credibility of Captain Carteret ; if a 
a little floop of twelve guns, with a fick and 
exhaufted crew, was enough to caufe fuch 
an alarm, what would be the event if -a 

greater 
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greater force were to appear in tliefc 
feas *. 

If 

* When Captain Carteret reached Maca£er^ from the 
Soiith Seas, his ibip^s company were in a dying condition^ 
and it was in order'to procure reffefhment for them, and Ihelter 
againft the approaching bad rr.onfoon, that he touched there, 
Kis arrival excited the greateli alarm, and all the floops and 
ve0els that were proper for war were fitted out with the utmoil: 
expedition. He, however, thought to have been an oVer- 
match for their whole- fea- force, had all his people been well ; 
But they were fo reduced, that, a boat having been difpatched 
on iliore, the united flrength of the remaining men, was not 
fiifficient to weigh the anchor, though a fmail one, in order .to 
proceed nearer to the town. As foon as it was known who 
he was, he was commanded, by a letter fr om the governor^ 
iiiflantly to depart from the port, without coming any nearer 
** to the town ; and not to anchor on any part of the coafl, or 
permit any of his people to land in any place that was under 
the governor's jurifdidion and notwithftanding all his re- 
monftrances, and occular demonftration of the emaciated and 
diilrelTed ftate of the crew, the fhort and final anfwer of the 
deputies of the governor, who brought the letter, was, that 
they had abfoiute and indifpenfable orders from their maf- 
ters, not to fuffer any fhip, of whatever nation, to flay at 
that port, and that thefe orders they muil implicitly obey.^* 
To this Captain Carteret replied, that perfons in their fitu- 
ation had nothing worfe to fear than what they fuffered, and 
that, therefore, if they did not immediately allow him the liber- 
ty of the port, to purchafe refreflsments, and procure iiiciter, 
lie would, as foon as the wind would permit, in defiance of all 
their menaces, and all their force, go and anchor clofe to the 
town }: that if, at lail, he fbouid find himfeif unable to compel 

them 
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If tBere be any government among the 
Company’s pofleflions, that requires a chlef^ 
who is a man of knowledge, and of found 
judgment, vigilant and zealous, in difcover- 
ing every machination anddefign that are con- 
certed in the furroiinding kingdoms and pro- 
vinces, it is that of MacaJJer. Asthefe qualities 
are feldom found in fuch perlbns as are raifed 
to the head of affairs from the delk, or other 
employments, which have no affinity with 
the art of government, it is evident that 
their adminiftration cannot but be produc- 
tive of the moff: prejudicial confequences ; 
and, for my own part, 1 entertain no doubt 
that there have been governors fent thither 
from Batavia, "who have never become ac- 
quainted with even the names of the greatell 

them to comply with reqtiifitipns, the reafonablenefs of which 
could not be controverted, he would run the iliip aground 
under their walls, and after felling their lives as dearly as they 
could, bring upon them the dilgrace of having reduced a friend 
and ally, to fo dreadful an extremity. It was not till after he 
had begun to put his threats in execution, by getting under 
fail, and proceeding towards the town, that a treat]^ was 
tered into with him, by which, after much altercation, he was 
permitted to go to the bay of A in order to procure the 
necellary fuppiies of provifions and water, to ere6l an hofpi- 
tal for his fick, and to find Ihelter from the bad monfobn, till 
the return, of a fit feafon for fiiiKng to the wefiward. 

part 
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part of the nations with whom they had to 
deal, much lefs with the various and intri- 
ca c connections fubfilHng between them 
and the Company. 

I think it a radical defeCt in the manage- 
ment of the Company’s affairs, that fcarcely 
ever the fecond perfon, in any adminiftration, 
Jfucceeds to the office of chief governor, in 
the fettlement to which he is attached. He 
muff: incontrovertibly pofTefs more local 
knowledge, than one who only knows the 
place by name, and who has never affifted 
at the deliberations of the local council. 
Yet the mode which I’ condemn is lb uni- 
Verlally adopted, that it muft even be lur- 
mifed to be a maxim laid down .by perfbns 
in high authority, the motives of which it 
is impoflible to divine. 

At the lame time, the government of 
Macajfer not being a very lucrative one, the 
governors feldom wilh to remain long in it ; 
and they do not, therefore, take much pains 
to dive deep into the knowledge of adairs, 
each thinking that it will lall his time. 

Belides what the Company allow the go- 
vernor out of the profits upon trade, and the 

territorial 
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tefrkorial revenues *, there are other private 
advantages, which help to naake out hi^ 
otherwife inconfiderahle income. In the 
firft place, the colleftion of the tenth of the 
produce of the earth, at which the governor 
is prelent, one year in the northern, and the 
other year in the fouthern provinces. Se- 
condly, the yearly letting out to farm the 
duties on articles of conlumption, for a pre- 
ference in which two or three thouland 
piafters are generally given as a prefent; 
Thirdly, prefents are likewife given to the 
governor when vacancies occur among the 
petty kings of the oppolite iflands by their 
fucceflbrs, to procure his favour; In the 
fourth place, gifts are likewife offered by 
othersj upon his coming to the government ; 
as, for example, by thofe of Bera, who are 
obliged to prefent him with a new proa, 

# ThS Dutch Company fupply their eailern fetilements 
with the cloths of Indoftan at 33 1 per cent advance on the 
prime coft ; whatever they fell for more is the profit of their 
fervants. Five percent for commllfion and delcredere, on the 
fale of all articles, is divided between the governor and the 
fecond at Macajer ; the former has likewife an allowance of 
/.3000> about 275! fterling per annum’, to make good the ex- 
pence he is at in entertaining the native princes and gran- 
■•dees*,' T* ' 

made. 
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made, in refped: to fize and fliape, accord- 
ing to prefcribed rules, and fuch as, being 
fent to Bmai or Sumbanva, fometimes fetches 
fifteccn hundred piafters. And others of 
lefs importance; the mode of obtaining 
which is not known to me. 

The other head fervants in the Com- 
pany's employ, at this place, confiHs of the 
following officers : 

The vice-governor, or fecond, who has 
the title and rank of fenior merchant. The 
trade that is carried ©u here, chiefly relates 
to his department. He is, at the lame time, 
commercial bookkeeper, and has an affiftant, 
who writes the Company’s ledger. As is 
cuftomary in all the Company’s fettlements, 
the fecond in command is prefident of the 
council of juftice, and of other boards. All 
his offices, however, put together, yield but 
little. Mr. VAN Pleuren, who had filled 
this ftation for eight years, afliired me more 
than once (and 1 have no reafon to doubt 
what this worthy man told me in this re- 
fpefl, having heard it confirmed by feveral 
intelligent and uninterefted perfons), that 
taking one year with another, his income 
had not exceeded five hundred rixdollars, or 

twelve 
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twelve hilndfed gilders^ per anhurrt, for the 
whole time he had been the fecond at Ma- 
cajfer. This film might, indeed, eafily have 
been quadrupled by unlawful means ; as, by 
receiving prefents, in the quality of prefident 
of the council of juftice ; by giving undue 
preferences to Chinefe merchants, or others, 
in the difpolal of the Company’s piecegoods ; 
by winking at monopolies in trade ; and by 
other evil means, which are fiifficiently 
notorious. 

The commafider of the military is the 
third in order ; he has the title and rank of 
fenior merchant. 

Next follow the Jhebandar, or mafter of 
the port, and the fifcal, who are both mer-» 
chants in rank. 

The fecretary of police and calhier, the 
winkelier, or purveyor, the refident of Boele-» 
combe and Bontaiut the refident of Mdros, and 
the foldy-boekhouder^ or paymafter, are junior 
merchants in title and in rank, and thefe, 
together with the preceding officers, forn» 
the council of polity. 

The refident on the ifland of Saleyer^ has 
the rank of bookkeeper, equally with the firfl: 
interpreter in the MacaiTer and Bouginefc 

languages; 



E 276 ] 

languages ; the latter was, at that time, 
thought a very good office; he has two 
affiftant interpreters under him. 

To the military belong further, two lieu- 
tenants and fix enfigns ; of which laft, one 
is commandant at Bipia. 

The lieutenant of the artillery, is at the 
fame iime,fabriekt or inlpedlor, of the forti- 
fications and buildings, and may, in certain 
points, be here confidered as engineer. 

The equipment of, and controul over, the 
Company’s veflels, which confift of ten o 
tSN&lvc pancballangs^ zrA floops, employed 
in cruifing along the coaft, in order to pre- 
vent fmuggling, are vefted in an inlpeCtor 
of equipment, w'ho has the rank of fea- 
Heutenant. 

The Company’s trade here, confifts 
chiefly in the lale of piecegoods, elpecially of 
coarfe cloths, which are, therefore, prohibit- 
ed to be imported by private traders. At 
the time of Governor Mossel, that is, in 
the beginning of his goverment, 1752, he 
calculated that the yearly amount of the 
piecegoods fent to Celebes^ was one hundred 

* Country-veflels, with obc inaft, and a large pointed 
fail T, 

thoufand 
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thoTifand gilders, upon which the profits 
were eftimated at forty thoufandj but as 
the contraband trade with the Englifti has 
greatly encreafed fince that time, arid the 
orders from Batavia for cloths have not 
been properly executed, with other addi- 
tional influencing circumftances, this vent 
and the confequent profits, are much cur» 
tailed. 

“ It is lb impoffible,” fays MosSEt, in 
his State of India “ to prevent fmuggling at 
« Macajfert on account of the many creeps 
and inlets of Celebes^ which afford oppor- 
tunities for a contraband trade, that I hold 
« it expedient and neceflary, that all private 
“ trade from the fpice-iflands thither, ceafe 
« and be prohibited.” This private trade, 
however, is continued as heretofore, at leaft 
to Amboyna and back. 

This free or private trade, is chiefly car- 
ried on, from Macaffer to Amboyna and Ba^ 
tavia, in rice, flaves, tri^angs, and the cloths 
which are made there; from Amboyna back, 
fpecic is moftly brought; and from Batavia, 
provifions and fuch piecagoods as are not 
prohibited. 

The 
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The little that the Company draw from 
and its appurtenances, confifts in 
fapanwood of Bima and fome cadjang, 

A fliip is, at prefent, fent thither every 
year, which carries a cargo from Batavia, 
in the month of March or April, and re- 
turns to the capital of India, by way of Bima 
and Sumbanvat 

* In 1778, Bima fapanwood was fold in HoI» 

land, at /.1 5 per 100/^. (equal to about per cwt); and 
ppon this article, the profit is fuppofed to be between fifty 
and fixty per cent ; wWch, however, is fcarcely more than 
enough to cover the charges of conveyance to Europe, 
April, 1769, the king of Siam^ whence the Dutch ufed to re- 
ceive much fapanwood, but the trade to which country they 
Jiad abandoned for fome time, fent a letter to the government 
informing it that tranquillity was again reftored 
there, and that Siam had recovered from the ravages of the 
Avanefe 5 requefting, at the fame time, that the Company 
would reefiablifii their factory, and that they would furnifii 
him with 1000 mufquets* To the firft point, an anfwer wa$ 
given, that the Company could not yet accede to his defire • 
and as to the fecond, they fent him 500 mufquets, fiipulating 
that their price fhould be paid in fepanwood, at/. 3 per picol 
of or, if need be, in wax, at the current rate of the 
day. The Siam fapanwood would fhus ftand the Company, 
with freight, &c. in sj rixdoHars per picol, at the higbeft, or 
/. 4. 16. per 100/5. and the rate at which the Macafier fapan® 
wood was fold, as aboyementioned, was / 1 5 per iqoIL But 
it does not appear that this article has, fince that time, been 
procured from Siam. Tw 


Governor 
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Governor Mossel was of opinion that 
this expence might be avoided, as the ne- 
celTary fupplies for the fettlement at Ma- 
cajjer might be fent by the fhip for Banda, 
which calls there for rice, and the Bima 
lapanwood might be fetched away by the 
Ihip annually returning from "Ternate ; while 
the Haves, which, the Company require, for 
their own fervice, from Celebes, might be 
difpatched to Batavia by the veffels employed 
in the private trade, for which a contra^ 
exifts between the Company and the free 
merchants, but which is not now availed ofj 
according to which, fixty rixdollars, or one 
hundred and forty gilders per head, is agreed 
to be paid by the Company, for the convey- 
ance of flaves to Batavia. 

That gentleman further calculated the 
clear receipts of the Company, at the time, 
at eighty thoufand gilders; in which fem 
were included the excife and euftom-duties, 
with the territorial revenues, which were 
taken at forty thoufand gilders. 

I cannot determine whether any dimi- 
nution has taken place in the latter, fince 
the year 1752 ; but the forty thoufand gil- 
ders profits, which were then, made by the 

Company 
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Company upon the trade in piecegoods, and 
upon opium, liquors, and other articles of 
importation, have undergone great altera- 
tion, to the difad vantage of the Company ; 
as at prelent Qelebes is provided with the 
two firll: articles, in no ineonfiderable quan- 
|:ities, by the contraband trade of the Eng- 
iilh ; and it is not without realbn, that ap- 
prehenllons are entertained that tliat enter- 
prizing nation will endeavour to profecutc 
it more and more, as they are now almoft 
the foie mailers of the trade in piecegoods 
from Bengal^ and they feem to aim at efta- 
blilhing themfelves like wife in the eaftern 
parts of India. Yet the Company’s charges 
do not decreafe in the fame proportion with 
their receipts : it is true, that by the good 
management of Mr. van Pleuren, in the 
concerns committed to his care, the charges 
have been lowered, thirty-three thoufan4 
gilders, in the Ipace of eight years ; and in 
the laft year he reduced them even to three 
thoufand gilders below the lateft memorial 
of economy : but what can this avail, if 
we conlider that by the above means, the 
profits have been reduced by one-half, and 
prhaps more, and that Macajfer is yet a 

lofing 
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iofing eftabliftimeiit to the amount of up- 
wards of eighty thoufapd gilders a year ; 
while it cannot be expedited that all who 
fucceed Mr. yan Pleuren in his office, 
lhall equal him in integrity, and fhall la- 
crifice their own intereft to promote that of 
their employers 

The memorial drawn up by the above- 
mentioned Mr. VAN Pleuren, for the im- 
pi-ovement of the Company’s trade, in Cek^ 
besy and the oppofite iflands, feemed to me 
to be a judicious and elaborate compofition. 
The chief point, on which he infixed, was 
the prevention of the clandeftine trade of 
the Englilh, and the redudtion, under the 
Company’s influence, of Salemparre, a king- 
dom whofe prince is attached to the Eng- 
lifh, and has always refufed to become the 
ally of the Company ; for he would thereby 
have obliged himfelf not to fuffer any other 
nation to refort to his dominions, againft 
which he moft ftrenuoufly objedted, alleging, 
that his country was open to all ftrangers, 

* In i779» the receipts of this government amounted to 
/.6'5,I90, and the charges to/. 163, 13 7, leaving a deficiency 
of/ 100,053, or about 9,100/. fterling. T. 


who 
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who behaved with propriety, and regularly 
paid him his duties. 

When the eftablilhment is complete at 
Macajfer, it Ihould amount to eight hundred 
Europeans ^ j but this number is not nearly 
complete, on account of the great mortality 
on board of the Company’s outward-bound 
£hips, by which means fewer men are 
brought to Batavia than are wanted, and 
they are confiderably thinned by the un- 
healthinefs of that place, and of Bantam^ 
whereby not only Macajfer, but likewife al- 
moft all of the Company’s poffeflions, are in 
want of men. 

Befides the Europeans, the Company 
have, in time of war, a great number of 
Malays in their fervicc. Thefe people, 
who have emigrated in the lixteenth cen- 
tury from Johore, Patanee, and other places 
on the Malay coafts, and have fettled them- 
felves here, dwell in a fort of town, fepa- 
rate from the Bouginefe, which is called 

¥ In 1776-1777, the eflablifliment at confifted of 

fifty-feven perfons in civil, and three in eccleiiaftical, employ- 
mentSj thirteen furgeons and affiftaats, twenty-feven belonging 
to the artillery ; 178 feamen and marines, 502 foldierSj and 
feventy-two mechanics j in all 852 Europeans* T, 

after 
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after them Campon Maieyo. They are un- 
der one captain, or chief, who is nomi- 
nated by the Company. They have always 
been iiiftparably allied to the Company, and 
have rendered them very fignal fervices, 
both by fea and land. 

The Company* have given the ifland 
^anakeke to their captain, for his ufe. He 
came on board of my Ihip, with his brother^ 
in order to accompany Mr. van Pleuren 
as far as the point of Tourattea : he appeared 
to me to be a peculiarly friendly and open- 
hearted man, and they both poffelTed much 
fenfibility ; for when they took their laft 
leave of Mr. van Pleuren, the tears 
rolled down their cheeks : they told me 
afide, that they loft in him their beft friend 
and faenefaiftor. Indeed, I heard the lame a 
few days before he went away from Ma- 
cajfery from many others, both Europeans 
and Indians, who fincerely lamented his 
departure, as tlmt gentleman had made 
himfelf univerfally beloved, by his great af- 
fability, and his generous difpofition. 

The Company have, for many years, al- 
lowed a Chinefe junk to come here, dire6l 
from China, every year, to bring thither the 



[ 284 ] 

goods which are exported from that coun- 
try, and which otherwife would be clan- 
deftinely introduced into the ifland, by that 
intriguing nation, whom it would be im- 
poffible to exclude ; and the Company's 
cuftoms are now benefited by it, as, if I 
am rightly informed, every junk pays threo 
thoufand Spanifli dollars in duties. The 
paffes for thofe veffels are granted by the 
government at Batavia, where they are ob- 
tained by the chief of the Chinefe nation, 
who fends them over to the merchants in 
China, and for which it is faid that he re- 
ceives full eighteen thoufand rixdollars *. 

As foon as thefe goods are landed, every 
merchant, for there are feveral of them who 
come in fuch a junk, expofps his commo-r 
dities for fale, in a large houfe, which is 
peculiarly adapted for that purpofe. This 
houfe is the daily refort of a great number 
of people, particularly Macaflers, Bouginefe, 
and Wadjorefe, fo that the merchandize im- 
ported is fpeedily difpofcd of. 

Thefe merchants take in return trlpangs, 
and Spanifh dollars, both which render them 

good 


* About 3)90 o 4 ilerling* T. 
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good profit, in China j and they are gene- 
rally able to obtain forty thoufand dollars, 
as the governor here, Mr. van derVoort, 
alTured me *. 

On 

^ Some judgment may be formed of the trade carried on 
by the Chinefe to the eaftern iflands, from the following 
curious and interefting ftatement of the outward and return 
cargoes of a Chinefe junk, from China to an ifland, or 

rather an archipelago of iflands, north of the Moluccas^ as 
given us by the intelligent Captain Forrest ; 

** Lift of articles that generally compofe the cargo of a 
Chinefe junk, of which two come annually from Amoy 
^ to Beolw : 

Coft ia Selling price 
CkinUm at Sooloo^ 

2000 galangs (falvars of brafs) 

“ feven to a picol . , dollars 40 . 70 

100 picols iron, in fmall pieces, 

like Bengal iron 4 . S 

** fugarcandy, a quantity, per 

** picol . • * . * • • 7 . 10 

50 raw liik, ditto • . . . * . 400 . 600 

3000 pieces black kowfongs, a kind 
j " of nankeen, per piece • . . of • 

«< 5000 pieces kompow, white ftrong 

I “ imen , , \ ot I , 

I 500 kangans, twenty-five ip a bun- 

die, called gandangs, per 

! ** gandang . . . . . , . 7 . 10 

I ** 200 quallis^ an iron thin pan, three 

j Im diameter each #, . * , ^ ^ 

\ ** 500 nefts of quallis, three in a neft . , a . a 

i « One 
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On my former voyage, when 1 was at 
Batavia, I wanted very much to have fcen 
the infide of a Chinefe junk. Thefe arc 
called here wankon, and as there was one 
lying alongfide of my Ihip in the road, I 
took the opportunity of gratifying my cu- 
liofity. As foon as I came on board, with 
the company that were with me, we were 
received with great politenefe by the Chi** 

Coll In Selling price 
SooloQ* at Cl/Ktff. 

One million pieces chinawarej per 

^ hundred • ..*••••* i • 2 

u 200 pieces of dowered filks . . . ^ 

befides tea, cutlery, and other hardware, brafs wire, gongs, 
“ beads of all colours, fireworks, &:c. 

The- returns are in the following articles : 

CoH in Selling price 
Sadoo, at Chim», 


Black fwallow, per picol . . dollars 15 * io 

** white ditto • .*•••.•# lo * 20 

wax • » • • • • * * * < ♦ 

teepyc, or pearl oyfier-fliells ♦ . . 14 • ^ 

birds" nefis, per catti * 6 * 9 


« Alfo tortoifdhell, agal agal, a feaweed ufed as gum^ or 
glue, and many other articles ; fuch as carooang-oil, clove^ 
« bark, black wood, ratans, fago, various barks for dying, 
calfia, pepper, native camphor, fandalwood, curious Ihdls 
a for grottos, pearls, feedpearl, and fpices."" 

Foxxest’s Fojage to Guinea^ and the Mdusias^ page 

3 * 5 - 
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uefe chiefs, and tea, confedionery, and 
fruits, were fet before us, previous to our 
taking a view of any thing. This veffel 
carried three mafts, of which the Jargeft 
and middlemoft was nearly of the lame 
thicknels as the mainmaft of my Ihip the 
Ouwerkerky (a Ihip of one hundred and 
fifty feet in length), and it was made of 
one entire piece of timber. The length of 
the junk, from the exterior of the Hern, to 
the extreme point of the head, was, ac- 
cording to my computation, one hundred 
and forty feet. The hull was feparated into 
as many different divifions as there were 
merchants on board, each having a diftind: 
place to flow his commodities in. The 
water was likewife diftributed in leveral 
refervoirs, and being ftarted in bulk, was 
drawn up by buckets, through hatches 
which opened in the deck. The furnace 
for cooking was by the larboard fide of the 
mainmafl: upon the deck ; for thefe veiTels 
have but one deck ; and wc faw the yifiuals 
dreflfed there, in a much cleaner and neater 
manner, than is praftifed on board of Eu- 
ropean Ihips. At the ftern were fcveral 

tiers 
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tiers of little cabins, or huts, made of bam- 
boos, as well for the officers of the veffel, 
as for the merchants. Exadly in the mid- 
dle between thefe, was the fteeragc, and in 
the center of it, was a fort of chapel, in 
which their jofs^ or idol, was placed ; they 
bring every year a new one with them 
from Cbina^ which is then placed in their 
temple, and the old one of the former year 
is - taken away, and carried back to China % 
and they never be^n to land any part of 
the cargo, until the image of this idol, 
which is made of gold, and is about four 
inches high, has been fent on fhore out of 
the junk ; both on board, and on fhore, they 
continually burn lights and incenfe, and in 
the evening fbme filver paper, before the 
idol. The rudder is not attached to the 
veflel by pintles and googings, but it is 
hung in ropes, made of cane, and is very 
different in lhape from thofe we ufe. Their 
anchors are crooked pieces of timber, to 
which heavy ftones are tied, to make them 
fink. The whole of their tackling, both 
cordage and fails, is made of cane. 

On the 1 5th of February my fhip’s com- 
pany 
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pany \5refe ftiuftfered by the fifcal and deptities 
from the council of juftice of Macajfer. 
Thirty-one hands belonging to the Ihip were 
left behind here in the hofpital, moft of 
whom were afflifled with bad ulcers on the 
leg§, and had not been properly treated by 
the ihip’s lurgeon, as the llngeon of the 
place gave us to underftand ; we received 
on board, in their room, leven-fix other 
European failors. 

The following day, at half paft leven in 
morning, Mr. B. van Pleuren, with his 
lady and two children, came on board, be- 
ing, by appointment of the lupreme Indian 
government, of the 7 th of November, 1774, 
made, governor of the province of Amboyna^ 
after having had the chief adminiftration as 
fecond of the government of Macajfer, 

The ceremonies which were obferved on 
the occafion of his departure were as fol- 
lows : at half paft fix o’clock the governor 
oi Macajfer y Mr. P. G. van der Voort, 
with all the members of the council of 
polity, thofe who were married being ac- 
companied by their ladies, came to the 
houfe of Mr. van Peeuren, in order to 

conduct 
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conduft him to the pierhead, where he was 
to embark, the garrifbn being in the mean 
time under arms, and the drums beating a- 
march: after having taken fome refreih- 
ments, the former walked with Mrs. van 
Pleuren, and the latter with Mrs. van 
DER VooRT, followed by all the members 
of the council, from the fort to the pier, 
where a boat lay ready to convey Mr. van 
Pleuren, his lady, his children, and the 
deputies from the government, on board. 
As foon as the boat put off, a falute of 
twenty-one guns was fired from the fort, 
which was anfwered by the Company’s 
bark, the Mojfely which was likewife det> 
tined to go to Amboyna, with nineteen, and 
by the other veflels, both thofe belonging to 
the Company, and thofe of private perfons, 
with a leffer number. 

When Mr. van Pleoren and his com- 
pany were onboard, a falute of twenty-one 
guns was fired by the 0»wri<?r^, and at the 
laft gun, the flag was hoifted at the maft- 
head. We fhortly afterwards weighed an- 
chor, and fleering between the reef of 
Hreat Lyly and the rock, we faluted the 

fort 
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fort with one-and-twenty guns, and were 
anfwered with the fame number : in half 
an hour afterwards, having got out to fea, 
the deputies from the government returned 
on fhorc, and we faluted them with nine 
guns. 


CHAP- . 



[ 292 I 


CHAPTER XIV. 

P-qjJag£ to Amhoyna. — Strait of Tana K eke. — 
View ^Bontain. — The IJland Saleyer. — The 
Budoeroons. — Propojal for fortifying them . — 
View of the IJlands Cabyne — Passangane — 
Bouton. — Account of the latter.— Contrast of 
the King with the Dutch. — Extirpations of Spice- 
trees. — Dangerous Pajfage between Bouton and 
the Toucan-bessis. — Dwaal, or Mistake- 
lay — View of the IJland Bouro. — Account of it. 
—View of the IJland Amblauw, — 0/ Amboyna, 
and fix of the IJlands belonging to it. — Strange 
NegkSlwith reJpeSlto Signal-flags. — Short Account 
of the Pay of Amboyna. — Anchorage in it . — 
Ceremonies upon the Arrival of the new Governor. 

At three o’clock, p.m. we were conftraiii- 
ed, by contrary winds and currents, to come 
to an anchor, clofe to the ifland Galijjhngt 
where we lay that night. 

The next day, being the 17th of Fe- 
braary, we weighed anchor at daybreak, and 
let fail, fleering along the coaft of Celebes, 
for the paflage of Tmakeke, which we reach- 
ed at ten o’clock, and about eleven, we had 

paffed 
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paffed the narroweft aiid moft dangerous 
part of it. 

The ipace between this ifland and that 
of CeiebeSy is, of itfelf, large enough, but 
the palTage is narrowed, by more than one 
half of the diftance over, by a reef which 
llretches out from Tanakeke towards CelebeSy 
and by a funken rock, which lies about 
half a league s.w. from the point of San- 
drabont. The depth in the paffage is from 
twelve to ten fathoms. At funfet we had 
doubled the fouthweft extremity of Celebes. 

At funrife, on the following morning, we 
were abreaft of Bontain, which is remark- 
able by its very high hills, being the termi- 
nation of the range of mountains running 
through Celebes from north to Ibuth. At 
the fame time we came in fight of the ifland 
Saleyer, and fleered for the point of Laffoa, 
which is the fouthernmoft land of Celebes. 
In the afternoon we faw the Budgeroons ly- 
ing eaft of us. 

Thefe are three fmall iflands, which lie 
nearly in a line, in the direiSlion of n.w. and 
s.E. They almoll entirely block up the 
pafiage between the Ibuthern part of Celebes y 
and the northern part of Saleyevy the whole 

fpace 
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ipace between which is about a league and 
a half. The northernmoft and fouthern- 
pioft of thefe iflets lie, refpedlively, fo clofe 
to the point of Lafsoa^ and to the north end 
of Saleyer, that Acre is no paffage for fhips 
between them and the larger iflands, and 
pot even for fmall yeffels, but attended with 
danger j they therefore pals this ftrait be- 
tween the Ibuthernmoft and middlemoft, or 
between the latter and the northernmoft, of 
the Budgeroons. Both thele pafTages fcem- 
cd to me, by the eye, to be about three- 
pighths of a league in breadth. TThe lliores 
pf the middlemoft ifland are perfedlly clear 
all round, and fb very bpld, that there is no 
foundings with a line of one hundred fa- 
thoms. 

This is one of the moft dangerous parts 
of the navigations for Ihips failing to, or 
from, the Moluccas^ or the Ipipe-iflands, and 
there is no avoiding it without going round 
to the fouth of Saleyery which is a mucb 
more hazardous route, on account of the 
great number of fooals and funken rocks 
which abound there, and are either not laid 
down, or placed extremely inaccurately, in 
the charts | though I know of a recent in- 

ftance 
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jftance of a Company’s ihip, which was 
obliged to take that route, having been 
driven to leeward by the currents. 

For this reafon, I am furprized that the 
Company have not eredled a few gCK>d bat- 
teries, provided with heavy artillery, upon 
the middlemoft of the Budgeroons, in order to 
block up this paflage to foreign veffels, which 
muft fail clofe under this ifland, and would, 
therefore, be forced to run under the guns 
of the batteries, whilft they would have 
enough to do to work their fails, and would 
not be able to return the fire. The objec- 
tion which might be made to this plan, 
namely, that this fpot does not afford any 
thing for the fubfillence of the men who 
might be placed there, and perhaps not 
even that moft neceffary of articles, frefh 
water, is eafily obviated, for the Company’s 
refidencies of Boelecomba and Saleyer^ could 
conftantly provide thofe who were garri- 
ibned here, with everything they wanted ; 
befides, many men would not be required, 
for there could be no danger of ever being 
obliged to refift the attack of an enemy up- 
on the ifland ; for it would be impofiible for 

a boat 
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a boat to land, if there were any battery up- 
on it. 

As foon as we had come within two- 
cables’ length of the middlemoft ifland, in 
order to pafs between it and the northern- 
moft, we were encountered by a ftrong cur- 
rent fetting with the utmoft violence to the 
weftward, £0 that we were obliged to affift 
the fleering of the fhip by manoeuvring 
with the fails. The current ran with fuch 
force, that although we bad a flifF gale 
nearly aft, and the fliip feemed to advance 
upon the water, full five leagues, we made, 
in effea, little or no progrefs towards get- 
ting through the flrait. In about half an 
hour, however, the current decreafed, and 
at eio-ht o’clock, p.m. we had cleared this 
dangerous paflage, and fleered for the ifland 
of Cabyne, 

In the mean time, a fmall veffel, which 
had been difpatched by the refident of Bon- 
tain and Boelecomba, with refrefhments for 
Mr. VAN PnEUREN, came alongfide of us, 
while we were ftruggling with the force of 
the current j there was the greateft danger 
of its being ftove to pieces againft the fhip’s 

fide 
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fide by the violence of the rippling, and the 
Indians who were in it, call: off the rope, and 
we thereby loft one of our failors, who had 
been ordered into the boat to aftift in hand- 
ing over the things they brought. As foon 
as the veflel fell aftern Ihe fteered for Sa^ 
leyer^ and we very foon loft fight of her. 

On the following morning at fiinrife, we 
faw the ifland Cabyne, bearing e.n.e. and 
E. by. N. eight or ten leagues: we were 
ftill likewife in fight of the coaft of Cele- 
bes^ and of the ifland Sakyer. We fteered 
for the fouthern point of Cabyne j but we 
were prevented by calms from coming a- 
breaft of it, till the 21ft of February, when 
we ahb got fight of the iflands Paffangane 
and Bouton, which form the ftraits of 
Bouton. 

Bouton is a large, middling high, and 
woody ifland. It is a kingdom of itfelf, to 
which the neighbouring iflands likewift be- 
long. The king of Bouton is in alliance 
with the Company, who pay him a yearly 
film of one hundred and fifty rixdollars in 
new Dutch coin, upon condition that he 
fhould not only permit the extirpation by 
the Company of all the clovetrees in this 

and 
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and the neighbouring iflands, but alfo affift 
thena in effeding it. For this purpofe, the 
Conapany annually fend out a ferjeant, who 
is ftyled the extirpator, and who goes through 
the woods , in all the iflands, and caufes all 
the clovetrees which he meets with to be 
cut down. The king of Bouton is obliged 
to provide him guides and interpreters, as 
likewife with veflels, if he Hand in need of 
them. But, as for feveral years, he has 
been very negligent in fulfilling bis engage- 
ments, and has feveral times, upon various 
pretences, hindered the extirpator in his 
fearch after the Ipicetrees, the government 
in India have thought fit to withhold the 
abovementioned pecuniary allowance this 
year, in order to try, by that means, whe- 
ther the fear of lofing this annual revenue 
(for one hundred and . fifty rixdollars, or 
three hundred and fixty gilders, * is really 
a confiderable fum in the treafiiry of this 
prince) will not fuffice to make him flick 
more clofely to his contraft, and be more 
active in aflifling the Company to deflroy 
this rich produdlion in his country, for the 
benefit of Amboyna and Banda. 

^ %%L 14^. 6//. fterling. 

By 
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By the calm weather which accompanied 
us from Cabyne, till we were without the 
^Qucan-beJJis, which is a diftance that is 
commonly failed over in one day, or in a 
day and a half, it was not till the 26th* of 
February that we could accomplifli this part 
of the navigation. We had no violent cur- 
rents, either for or againft us, though we 
met with fome, but they neither held any 
regular courfe, nor did the moon feem to 
have the lead; influence upon them. 

The paffage between the ifland Bouton 
and the l^oucan-be£is is the fecond dangerous 
part of the navigation for Ihips going to the 
Moluccas, or fpice-iflands. The channel is, 
it is true, wider than that of the Budgeroons, 
for, by my calculation, it is about four 
league's over, from the neareft part of 
Bouton to the wefternmoft of the Toucan- 
beffis, but the danger is of longer duration, 
by the numerous little ifiands which form 
the clufter called the Toucan-bejps, all of 
them either eonnefted or furrounded by 
rocky fhoals, over and between which 
very rapid currents fet ftrongly to the eaft- 
ward : a great and dangerous flat called the 
Hoefyzer^ or Horfejhoe, lies one and a half» 

or 
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or two leagues tbuth of them, upon which 
many veflels of the Company have been 
wrecked. 

Along thefhore of Bouton^ there is, indeed, 
no danger to avoid but the land itfelf, but in 
the narroweft part of the paffage begins a 
large bay, which runs into the land, weft 
and north, into which there is much danger 
of being drawn by the currents which fet 
into the bay, if the point oppolite to the 
Toucan-beJIis be approached too near in 
calm weather ; and if you have once fallen 
into the bay, there is no getting out till the 
weft monfoon fets in again, and it may 
even be confidered a fortunate circumftance 
to fucceed in getting out then : fome of the 
Company’s ihips that have been drifted in, 
have been five or fix months before their 
repeated attempts to get out have lucceed- 
ed; and among other inftances, when Mr. 
DE Clerk went as governor to Banda, he 
was detained a whole year in this vexatious 
gulph, before he could profecute his voyage ; 
our navigators have, on this account, given 
it the appropriate name of jDu’W,or Mijiake-- 
hay. 

The two principal of the Toucan-bejps 

iflands 
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iflands lie, by the eye, about half a league 
n.n-e. and s.s.w. from each other ; I faw 
the northerumoft, which is the higheft, at 
the diftance of nine leagues; they are in- 
habited by a people who do not fuffer any 
ftrangers, and elpecially no Europeans, 
among them. 

On the evening of the ift of March, at 
lunfet, we. difeovered the ifland Bouro, bear- 
ing, e.n.e. full thirteen or fourteen leagues 
off by computation. 

This ifland is of an oval fhape, the long- 
eft diameter of which extends eaft and weft. 
Part of its northern coaft is inhabited by a 
people who are fubjeSs of the Company, 
and are governed by their oran cayos, who 
have each a dap^ or deputy, under them. 
The interior parts, which confift of very 
high mountains, are the haunts of the Al- 
forefe, or wild mountaineers. The fouth 
coaft is now deferted, on account of the con- 
tinual invafions of the Papuas. 

The Company have a fmall fortreft in 
the bay oi Cagely, -aX. the northeaft end of 
the ifland. A bookkeeper, who belongs to 
the eftablifliment <£ Amboymt is the chief 
there. 


On 
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On the 4th of the fame month we faw 
the ifland Amblauw^ which lies about two 
leagues fouth from the eatt point of Boztfo* 
It is but thinly inhabited. A corporal and 
four men were formerly ftationed here to 
defend the inhabitants from the incurfions 
of the Papuas * ; but at preient, there are 
no Europeans upon the ifland. It now be- 
longs to the fettlement of Larike upon the 
ifland of Amboynay whereas it formerly was 
reckoned an appurtenance of Bottro, 

On the 6th of March we weathered this 
ifland, and faw Amb'oyna at a diftance, bear- 
ing E.N.E. 

The next day, at lunrife, we were in 
light of fix iflands belonging to the govern- 
ment of rmxAiyy Amboynay Ceram^ 

Kelangy ManipOy Bouro, and Amblamo } and> 

♦ In March and April, the Papuas of Neno Guinea and the 
iflands Sahwatty^ Aroo^ and Myfol^ are apt to affemble in great 
numbers ; and make war on Giklo^ Ceram ^ Jmhfyna^ Bmrof 
AmhlmeWy and as far as Xtdla*hejfyy About the year 1 765, the 
Papuas plundered the ifland oiAmUamA^ and carried off many 
of the inhabitants* In upon an incurflon of a number 
of the Papua boats, who failed up the flrait of which 

divides Bacbian from Gihhy the Dutch took the Rajah of 
Bahuatty prifoner, and he was fent into banifhment to the 
Cape G^ni Ikpe, T* 
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an hour afterwards^ we like wife faw the 
ifland Bonoa; we fleered for the point of 
Ahng, which is the weftern extremity of 
Ambsyna* 

About three o’clock in the afternoonj we 
got fight of the enfign at the faftory of 
Larike^ fituated on the weft coaft of IStoe, 
which is the northern peninfula of Amboyna^ 
and on approaching Larike to within half 
a league, we were faluted by the fort with 
thirteen guns, which we anfwered with 
five. 

Hence we failed, at the diftance of a 
cable’s length from the fhore, to the point 
oi Along, where we faw the fignal flag of 
recognizance for my fhip flying, -about five 
o’clock; this was red above, and white be- 
low ; and, on the other hand, the fignal flag 
which we fhould have hoifted in return, 
was to have been, agreeably to the fealed 
juftruSions given me at Batavia, one with 
three horizontal ftripes, red, white, and 
red; but fuch a flag had been totally ne- 
glefled to be put on board at Batavia: the 
like occurrence happened to me before, 
when I failed to Bengal, in the year 1769. 
Of what ufc arc fignal flags of recogni- 
zance, 
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zance, if one is unprepared to hoift tlie 
anfwering fignal ? A fhip’s captain can 
never himfelf take the neceffary care to be 
prepared for them ; for the letter of in* 
flrudions, containing thefe feeret‘fignals, is 
put into his hands iealed, with direilions not 
to open it till in a certain latitude; as in 
t&is infiance, I was not to open mitte^ tiU 
I had made the ifland Bouf o. 

Having got to about an eighth of a league 
from the point of Alang, the pilot of Atn-^ 
hoyna came on board of us, with a written 
order from the governor of the province to 
pilot the Ihip into the bay. 

This bay, which is formed by two large 
pcnin'fulas, Hifoe and Leytimor, conneiSed 
together, to the eaftward, by a very nar- 
row ifthmus, called the Pcfs of Baguewala, 
and which conftitute the ifland oi Amboyna, 
is, at the entrance, between the points of 
Alang on Hitoe zxA Nofanipe on Ley timor, 
which lie eaft and wefl: from each other, 
fcarcely two marine leagues oyer, and it gra- 
dually narrows as it goes farther in. It is 
only in fome parts of it that there is any 
anchoring-ground, and then it is at no 
more than one cable’s length from the 

fhore. 
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ihore, in thirty and more fathoms water ; 
nearly the whole of the remainder is with- 
out foundings, not even with a line of one 
hundred fathoms: a conftant current like- 
wife fets into the bay on one fide, and out 
again on the* other : this makes it very dif- 
ficult to enter, efpecially if you have not a 
leading wind : if you are becalmed, which 
is not unfrequently the cafe under the lee 
of high land, and get into the ftream that 
runs out to fea, you are foon driven entirely 
out of the bay by it, and may be in danger 
of being drifted to leeward of the ifland, 
and thereby of lofing the voyage entirely. 
The place where the ftiips anchor is clofe to 
the Leytimor foore, under the guns of Fort 
Vi^oriay in twenty-five fathoms ; it is three- 
fourths of a cable’s length from the fhore, 
and there is no ground a ftiip’s length farther 
out. 

We plied to and fro the whole of the 
following night, in order to work farther 
up the bay, the wind being n.e. and thus in 
our teeth. 

On the morning of the 8th of March, at 
daybreak, we found ourfelves about half a 
league from the point of jAlangy fo that we 

had 
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had advaDced but little. The ftnall veffelsj 
which ar« called corrocorros %nA orembays 
ten or twelve of which had come to our 
afliftance in the night, to tow us in, had 
been of very little fervice; for the flighteft 
puff of wind moved the ftiip fafter than they 
could row OP paddle. 

At noon we were at the LahOt which is 
a point that runs out from Hitoey one Dutch 
mile from Foft ViBoria: at two o’clock the 
deputies from the government at Amhoynay 
namely, the fenior merchant, and fecond, 
ViLLENEuvE, and the fifcal, Schilling, 
accompanied by the lady of the latter, and 
the lady of the captain commandant of the 

» A carrocerro is a veflel fitted with outriggers, having aa 
high-arched 'ftem and ftern, like the points of a half-moon. 
They are chiefly ufed by the inhabitants of the illands, 

and the Dutch have fleets of them ^ Amboyna, which they em- 
ploy as guardacoftas. They have them fi-om a very fmallfize, 
to above ten tons burthen. On the crofs-pieces, which fup- 
port the outriggers, are often put, fore and aft, planks, on 
which the people fit and paddle, bcfides thofe who fit in the 
veflel on each gunnel. In fmooth water they can be paddled 
very faft, as many hands may be employed in different ranks, 
or rows. They are fleered with two commoodies (broad 
paddles) and not with a rudder. When they are high out of 
the water they ufe oars; but on the outriggers they always ufe 
paddles. An trmbay we conceive to be a fmall earrocarQ, 
without ouategers, T, 

military. 
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military, Van der Brinke, came? On boarcJ, 
in order to congratulate the governor upon 
his lafe arrival thus far^ and to condudt him 
and his lady on Ihorei 

We foon afterwards had a frefh breeze 
from the n.w. which carried us at three 
o’clock to the road, where we dropt our an- 
chor in twenty-dve fathoms, fandy bottom. 
We faluted the fort with twenty-one guns, 
and were anfwered with the lame number ; 
at four o’clock Mr. van PleVren went on 
ihore, with his family and the deputies, in 
a coyntry-boat, upon the mall of which a 
flag, with a pendant under it, was hoilled, 
and we again faluted with twenty-one 
guns. 

As loon as his excellency landed, he was 
received upou the pier by the ex-governor. 
Van der V — , together with the other 
members of the council of polity, with their 
ladies, and palling through a double file of na- 
tive burghers, or mardykers, who were drawn 
up before the gate of the fort, he went into 
it, and out again at the landgate, where the 
whole garrifoa Hood under arms, and where 
dike wife the Chinefe Hood ranged in order 
with their little flags, to the houfe of Go- 
vernor 
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vernor van der V — — . As foon as he 
was feated, the garrifon fired three volleys, 
which was each time anfwered by a gun 
from the fort, as was alfb done upon the 
three volleys of the burghers, after which, a 
few more guns were fired from the fort, 
which concluded the ceremony of the day. 
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BOOK 11. 


CHAPTER I. 

jkcmnt of Amuoys A, — JJ ihmus (^BAOirEWAtA. 
— -PryeSi for cutting through it, — Abandoned 
•when half completed. — Defcription «f the Bay of 
Amboyna. — Its natural Strength. — Difficulty of 
anchorage. — Road of Fort Victoria. — Currents 
fetting in and out of the Bay .-~-Peninfulas of 
Leytimor and Hitoe. — Their Soil and Ap- 
pearance. 

^X'hE province of Amhoyna^ which is the 
firft in rank among the pofTeflions of the 
Company in India, becaufe it was the firft 
which was fubdued by their arms, com- 
prizes eleven iflands, both great and finall, 
or twelve, if the little ifland of Molina be 
taken into the account ; thefe are, Amboy na^ 
Ceram., BourOy AmblauWy Manipa, Kelangy 
Bma, Ceram-lauty NouJa-lauty Honimoa, or 

Sapparouoy 
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Sapparoua, and Otna, or Harocha ; the three 
Jaft of. which are likewife called the UBaJfers, 

As, however, Valentyn has been very 
ample in his account of this province, for 
which he had the beft opportunities, as he 
refided in it 'for feveral years, arid, as his 
work is to be met with in mofl; libraries 
I fhall confine mylelf to fome fliort remarks, 
and to fome particulars which I thought 
worthy of obfervation, and committed to pa- 
per, while I was there. 

According to my own obfervation, the 
middle of the ifland of Amboyna lies in 
3° 45' Ibuth latitude, and 145® eaft of 
^eneriffe. It confifts of two peninfulas con- 
nedted together by a narrow ifthmus of about 
three hundred and fixty roods acrofs, which 
is called the Pafs of Baguewala, from a 
village, or negree, ftanding near it, upon the 
peninfula of Hitoe, oyer againft the negree 
of Hoetoemeroe, upon that of Leyfimor, •which. 
are the names given to the two peninfulas 
conftituting the ifland of Amboyna, 

* The work here alluded tc; is a defcription and hiHorj 
of the Eaft- Indies, in Dutchi in five volumes folio, publifhed 
zt Jtm^efdamm 1724 * T* 


As 
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As the fmall veffels which go from the 
fort to the Uliajfers, muft, on account of 
this pafs, or ifthmus, take a great circuit, 
or elfe be dragged over it, Mr. Padbrugge, 
the governor of this province, about the 
year 1683, formed a defign of cutting 
through the ifthmus entirely ; nature feem- 
ed, as it were, to have pointed out the pro- 
priety of doing this, by the branch of a little 
river, which rUns out of Hitoe, and is called 
Matta-faffo, or the eye of the pafs, by the na- 
tives. The work was begun, from that 
place, to the eaftward right acrofs the 
ifthmus, and it would foon have been 
crowned with complete fuccefs, had not 
two idle fancies have been the caufe of 
its interruption : the firft was, that an idea 
was ftarted, that as foon as this cut ftiould 
be effedled, the currents would fall through 
it with ftich violence into the bay of Am- 
boyna, that Kaaimanpoek, or Alligators 
Point, which is a point of land, projedling 
far out from Hitoe, about the middle of the 
bay, would be wafhed away, and that ftiips 
would in confequence be no more able to 
come near the fort ; the other was, that 
the Amboynefe, who were employed in the 

work, 
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work, refufed to proceed ferther with it, 
becaufe they made one another believe that 
in digging blood had been found to iflue 
from the earth, which was an infallible fign 
of fatal confequences 5 and, however ridicu- 
lous the latter might be, it was not, by any 
means, pdffible to get them to go on. The 
former objeflion was fcarcely lefs abfurd, as 
it appears undeniably, that the fea, eaftward 
of the pals, is not at all more elevated than 
the water in the bay of Amboyna, as the in- 
telligent engineer Von Wagner, who has 
accurately furveyed both Ihores, has found, 
and alTured me. There was thus not the 
leaft probability that the currents could have 
fallen through this opening, and have had 
the evil effe6t which was fo groundlefsiy 
apprehended. This wprk of public utility, 
and of particular advantage to the Company, 
was therefore ftopped, and no one has fince 
thought of undertaking it anew ; although 
Mr. VON Wagner has even told me, that 
he has frequently demonftrated how eafy the 
cut could be completed, there being now 
no more than about ninety roods of land 
to cut through, yet always to no purpofe. 

The arm> of the fea, which is now inr 

pluded 
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■eluded between thefe two peninfuks, bears 
the appellation of the Bay of Ambvyna. 1 do 
not believe that there is any harbour in the 
world which is naturally fo ftrong as this- 
From the point of Alang to the Taf of 
Baguemala it is about five leagues, but from 
the point of NouJJanivel to the fame fpot, 
fcarcely three and a half leagues, deep : the 
breadth is unequal ; it is narroweft bc'!- 
tween the point of the Laba and the op-m 
pofite Galgkoek or Gallows Point, where it 
is about one Dutch mile over, and between 
the Kaaimansy or Alligators Point, and that 
which projedls eaft of the land of little 
Bativa^ where, at low water, by means of 
a rocky Ihoal on the Leytimor, and a fand 
on the Bitoe^ fide, the paflage is fo con-» 
tradied, that adventurous perfons have, more 
than once, crolTcd it on horfeback, although 
the water between them is full eighty fa- 
thoms deep. 

The diredlion of the bay, according to 
that in which the two peninfuks lie, which 
bend round and meet each other at the pafs^ 
is N.E, and s.w. 

The point of Alangy or the weft point, 

on 
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on Hitoet and that of Noufanvael, corruptly 
called Nofanipe by our feamen, or the eaft 
point of the bay, lie about two leagues e.|s. 
and w.-|N. from each other. 

From the point of Alang^ or paft Lillibooi, 
to the point of the Laha, there is no an- 
choring-ground at all, except clofe to the 
rocks which border the whole length of 
the fhore, and upon which, elpccially in 
the eaft monfoon, a tremendous high furf 
continually breaks ; but juft paft the point 
of the haha^ there is an inlet, or bay ( Laba 
in the Amboynefe language fignifying a 
bay), in which a fleet of five-and-twenty 
fliips can anchor in fafety, particularly in 
the weft monfoon, in tw'enty-five and thirty 
fathoms, good fand ground ; the anchorage 
is about a piftolfhot from the fhore, where, 
in cafe of neceftity, fliips may likewife be 
careened. This was the place where the 
Dutch fleet, under command of their admiral 
Stephen van der Hagen, lay at anchor, 
when, the day afterwards, they crolled the 
bay, and took the Portuguefe fort. 

From this inlet to the Kaaimans Point, 
there is again no anchorage, except upon the 

edge 
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edge oF the beforemcntioned fand, yet, ia 
cafe of need, one might anchor near the pafs, 
cjofe to the Matta-paJJb. 

On the oppofite fliore, along Zjeytimori 
there is, withoutlide the bay, about half a 
league beyond the point of Nouffanivel, a 
reef of about one league in length, on 
which one may likewife caft anchor, in 
cafes of neceffity, when apprehenfions arc 
entertained of being driven paft the bay by 
the currents, in twenty, eighteen, and fif- 
teen fathoms, fand ground. This anchoring- 
place, which is of great importance to the 
Ihips bound to Amboyna^ is not laid down 
in the Company’s charts of thefe parts, 
perhaps intentionally but it is inferted in 
that which is found in Valentyn’s work : 
I alfb law it pointed out in the laft map 
which has been made of the bay of Am^ 
boyna. When I was at Amboynaj in the 
month of April, 1775, I faw a Chinefe 
veflel lying at anchor upon it. Between 
the reef, however, and the land which forms 
the point of Noujfanivel, the depth is again 
fathomlefs, and the fhore is bold and rocky. 

Paft this point, on the infide of Leyti- 
mor, there is a bend, the deepeft part of 

which 
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which affords good anchorage, in the eafi 
monfoon, but it is only quite clofe to the 
fhore. This is called the Portuguefe-bay, 
but I am ignorant why this name has been 
given to it. 

Thence, till paft the Galgboek, or Ga/- 
iows Point, there is no tolerable anchorage ; 
but you then come to the Vrymansy or free 
merchants', road, which is juft paft that point, 
whence a fmall rocky reef proje<5bs out into 
the channel ; you muft be particularly care- 
ful not to anchor too near to the point, 
for worms are fo abundant at and near it, 
that in lefs than a month’s time, not only 
the fheathing, but likewife the planks of 
the veflei’S bottom, are completely eat 
through, 

Upon this follows the road of Fort Nenf 
ViBoria, but here the anchoring-ground is 
equally clofe in fhore j for directly before 
the fort, and at one and a half cable’s length 
off, there is no bottom with a line of feventy 
fathoms. 

From this place to the point of little 
Hatha the fhore is guarded by an uninter- 
rupted range of funken rocks, which pre-- 
•vent all approach, and from thefe to the 

pafs, 
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pafs, there is likewife no riiing bottom, ex- 
cept dole to the £hore. In the middle of 
the bay there are no foundings with a line of 
eighty, or one hundred fathoms. 

The nature of this bay conftitutes the 
ftrength of the ifland. It is only in a few 
parts of it that there is any anchorage, and 
then always quite clofe to the thore 5 and it 
would be a difficult matter for an enemy’s 
fleet to enter it, and much more Ib to block 
it up. The Laba is the only place where 
Ihips can aflemble, and this may be made 
fo ftrong that all fear of its being availed of 
might be difmilfed ; this has, indeed, now 
been determined upon, as I fliall have occa- 
fion to notice farther on. 

No rocks, or fands, are to be met with 
in this bay, fave thofe which have been 
mentioned, and which lie near the thore. 

As there is nothing of this kind to avoid, 
the whole art, therefore, of failing into, of 
out of, the bay, or of working into it,, con- 
fills herein, namely, alwayls to keep well in 
with the windward Chore, and never to fall 
farther off from it than midchanneh The 
windward Ihore is jEfirVce, in the good or weft 

monfoon. 
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monfcon, and Leytimr in the bad dr dail 
monfoon. 

The currents here arc not regular ; nei- 
ther has the moon any conftant, or equal, 
influence upon the tides ; high and low 
water Ibmetimes occur once, and fome- 
times twice, in four- and- twenty hours ; the 
difference is from fix to nine feet : one or 
two days before the full moon, the water 
is found to rife the higheft, and fall the 
loweft. 

It is a natural confequence of this deep 
bay, although at Amboyna it is thought fbme- 
thing very Angular, that, when the current 
fets into it along Hifoe, it muff run out, in 
an oppofite direftion, along Leytimorf and 
vice verfa in the contrary cafe. 

Both the peninfiilas, as well Ley timer zs 
Hitoe, are very mountainous : on the for- 
mer, the fummits of Soyay and on the latter, 
thofe of Capaba, tower above the reft ; they 
are almoft entirely overgrown with trees 
and underwood, between which, at inter- 
vals, feme clove-trees are planted and cul- 
tivated by the Amboynefe. Thefe moun- 
tains, like moft others, are in general rocky, 

and 
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and covered with a ftratum of earth, the 
depth of which is very various ; in feme 
places it is no more than three feet, or leis, 
in others, it is twenty, or more, feet in 
depth ; the foil is moftly a reddifti clay, and 
in the valleys, where there are no rocks, it is 
a little more blackilh, and mixed with more 
particles of fand. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Climate of Amboyn A. — Monfoens. — Rivers.— HiUs 
impregnated with Sulphur. — Soil. — ProduSfions. 

Plants.— Herbs.— Trees.— Gloves. — Extirpations 

of Clove-trees. — Cujiem of the Hmboynefe to plant 
a Clove-tree upon the birth of a Child. — Nutmegs. 
— Cultivation of Pepper and Indigo. — Sugar and 
Coffee might likewife be produced. 

T7hIS, as well as all the other of the 
Company’s poffeffions in the Moluccas.^ is 
fituated in the torrid zone. During the 
three months which I fpent at Amboyna^ the 
medium height of a Fahrenheit’s thermo- 
meter was between 8o® and 82® ; the great- 
eft heat was 91®, and the fevereft cold 72®; 
a difference which, in thefe parts, is ft> con- 
fiderable, that if fuch changes were to occur 
every day, it would, in my opinion, be ex- 
ceedingly prejudicial to the conftitution of 
the body : this is greatly occafioned by the 
high mountains of Soya^ at the foot of which 
Fort New ViBoriay and the town of Am~ 

boyna 
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ioyna are fituated, whereby the rays of the 
fun are impeded from fhining upon thefd 
places, till it has been three quarters of an 
hour above the horizon j and on the other 
handj at noon, when the fun is to the north 
of the line, as was the cafe during my 
abode there, and its rays ftrike againft thefe 
mountainSi which form, as it wercj an am- 
phitheatrcj it cannot be, but that the heat 
muft be greatly encreafed by the reverbe* 
ration ; at leaft, when I was at the Lahai 
which lies in a level plain on the oppofite 
I did not perceive the exceffive heat^ 
which is felt at the fort. 

The changes whidh odcur, with refpedl to 
the weight of the atmofpherci are not fe 
great ; during my feay of three months, they 
could fcarcely be faid to amount to two lines, 
or to one-fixth of an inch j neither rain, 
WiiuJj or fine weather, feemed to have any 
influence in this reipedl. 

The monfoons are exadtly the contrary 
here, to what they are along the iflahds of 
Bbrneo, Balu Lomboc, Sumbomoa^ the 
weft coaft of Celebes i &c. ; for when the 
fbutheaft monfoon prevails at thofe places, 
it is accompanied by fine, dry^ and pleafant 

weather. 
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Wcalthef, on which account this feafbn is 
called the good monfoon : whereas it is 
then the bad feafon at Amboynay Ceram, 
Banda, the eaft coaft of Celebes, and in the 
countries and feas lying between them ; it 
then rains almoil inceffantly, accompanied 
by violent thunder and lightning, and fudden 
whirlwinds, to which I have frequently been 
witnefs at Amboynai but all this ceales, and 
turns to the fineft weather, upon having palT- 
ed the ftrait which feparates Saleyer from 
Celebes. 

Many rivers precipitate themfelves into the 
bay of Amboyna, from the mountains, though 
they only deferve that appellation during the 
rainy, or bad, monfoon ; for in the good feafon 
they are mere rivulets, and many of them are 
nearly dry. I was witneis to the remark- 
able difference occafioned in them by the 
time of the year ; for on my arrival, when 
the dry feafon was not over, the four rivers, 
which run into the fea, near the town and 
the adjacent villages, namely the Way Tome, 
the Way Alla, the Way Nito, and the Bato 
Gadja, or Elephant's river, were, at that 
time, no more than rivulets, in which there 
was fcarcely two or three feet water, but 

at 
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at my departure, the continual hea\'y rainS 
had fb fwelled them, that they carried away 
in one night the ftrongeft and largeft bridges, 
thirty and more feet in length, that were 
thrown over them, or at leaft damaged them 
very confiderably. 

Minerals are not met with here, though 
tome of the hills yield abundance of good 
brimftone, with which their whole fiirface 
is incruftated. There is one, in particular,! 
on the peninfula of Hkoet which ig famous 
on that account, and is thence called ^a- 
‘wani, or BrmJione-hilL The hills likewife 
to the north of Soeli begin, as it is faid, to 
yield fulphur. 

A tough reddilh clay is found iii fomc 
parts, of which bricks are made, which are 
as good as thofe made in Holland. 

Salutary plants and medicinal lierbg arc 
not wanting herej with which, I was told, 
many dilbrders and infirmities are cured* 
Amongft others the ^oati * is laid to have 

a lingular 

* The Boa-ati^ which ligmiies heart becaufe its 
fruit is in the fliape ©f a heart, is called by the TernsSitefd 
Saolamoo, denoting a panacea^ or um*verfal medklns^ being held 
is a fovercign remedy in aimoft all diforders hf the Indians ; 

Sts 
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a fingular antifebrile efBcacy*. Then tbefe 
is' the cajeput-txct ffom^ the leaves of 
which the hot and ftrong oil, called caje- 
ptit-oii, is diftilled. l^\icfaJfafras-tTtt 'j', the 
bark of which yields the coftly Coelilawang 

. and 

its fruit is fo extremely bitter, that it is generally called the 
Mngt>fbimrnifsi Valekytn fays, that, infiifed in brandy, 
or other fpints, it is good for colic, pleurify, and other dif* 
orders ; and :hat when nfed for an ague, four or live of the 
kernels are taken : it is alfo ufeci with iiiccefs as an antidote 
againft poifon, adting, in the firfl inftance, as a flrong emetic ; 
.Thukberg fays it is ufed pounded, in the colic, both by the 
Mdays, and the Javanefe. 7. 

* Mulcdeuc^ hucadendra, Valentyn deferibes four dif- 
ferent forts of cajeputf or properly cajoe poeteh-ittts^ fjgnifying 
frees $ it is from the htfh cajoe^poeieb'^txtCf that the 
oilin qucflionis diftilled; Dr. Thunberg calls it a famous 
and excellent oil ; when taken internally, it is a great fudo» 
rific, and five or Ox drops is the largeft dofe that is given 5 
externally applied, it is excellent in all cafes of fliifneis# 
or palfy*^ 

f laurmjafafras, but a different fpecies from thtfafafras- 
trtt oi Amerka. T\ 

■J Ci>elit4axuang IS the Amboy nefe name of the tree, and 
jfignifies clove-bark, and the Engliffi likewife call the bark by 
the Tame appellation of clove-bark; it is of a greyifh caff, 
and when upon the tree is fmooth, but when dried it becomes 
rough and firivelled ; it is red within, and that taken from the 
bottom of the tree has a flrong clove fmell andtafte, but higher 
up it is not fo ftrong, and is more aflringent ; it is dried m 
the fun, and muff be kept in an airy place; it is much 

more 
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and its roots the faffafras-oil. Not to fay 
any thing of the clove and nutmeg- trees, 
for which this iflaad and the UHaffers are 
famous. 

The wood which is called jimboyna-'WQoA, 
or properly Lingoa-woo^ is mollly pro^ 

duced 

more efleemed than the MaJjfhy-hztk^ though its flav^oiir md 
fmeii fooner decay. The very excellent and penetrating oi} 
extradled from this bark, is almoU as fine as oil of cloves, and 
pofTeiFes the fame qualities : the Dutch Company referved to 
themfeives the extradion of fodit^av^ang oil, and prohibited 
individuals from diltiilmg it, upon a penalty of t]ve hundred 
rixdollars. T. 

* Of the Lifigoa-wood Valentyn defcribes three forts, 
the red, tlie wlate, and the ftone^hard Ungoa. ' The red jingoa 
is a high and ftalely tree, with a thick trunk, frnooth fappy 
branches, and long leaves of a bright green cpiour. Many 
limbs of the root appear above ground, and thefe afford the 
moft beautiful pieces of timber. The wood of the tree is 
whitifh immediately under the bark, but grows red towards 
the center, and is of fo deep a tint, that it has by foam been 
taken for red fandal- wood, though it is much coarfer grained ; 
it has a pleafant fpicy fmell, and is fomeiinies made up into 
fmall articles ; but, together with the white Ungm^ it is more 
generally ufed for rafters, and beams ui hoales, and for all 
kinds of carpentering. The white UngQa has a larger and 
longer leaf, the wood is of a much paler hue, and of a more 
open and coarfer lexture^ The third fert, or ilont-lingoa^ has 
a fmaller and roundtr leaf, and is a much harder and cloler- 
grained wood than either of the others : it is feldom mei %vith 
but in the high mountains of Ceram; it is a very heavy wood, 

and 
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4uced in Ceram ; as is the Sa/mmi-w.oo6. 
which is yet more beautiful, but is top 
fcarce to be ufed for building, the timber 
for which is moftly brought from favaf 
though the Jaii-wood f is likewife propa- 
gated here wnth tolerable fuccefs ; bu t a fufr 
ficient quantity has not yet been reared, to 
fupercede the neceffity of a fupply of timber 
from yava. 

There are many other fpecies of wood, 
befides the aboye, the half of which I am 

and finks like a ilone in water. The is fuf- 

ceptibie of the highefi: poliili, and its beautiful a'ppearance, 
when manufatflured, is defcribed by Vm-e^ty-n in the moft 
glowing colours, T. 

The Salmomy or Salemoeli-ixtt^ a$ Valew'yn calls it, 
affords a moft beautiful wood ; it referables walnut tree- wood 
in colour, but is veined and variegated in a mucli kndfomer 
manner j the planks obtained from it are feldom more than 
one foot and a half in breadth, though fometimes fome are got 
of two, and two and a half, feet broad, and four feet long. It 
is alfo called bafiard-ebony. T. 

f The jati^ or teak-tree, as it is called in the weftern 
parts of India, has its iirft name from a Javauefe word, fig- 
nifying durable. I Is the pride of the eafiern woods, and one 
of the higheft and largeft trees of the foreft. There are two 
forts, which, by the timber they yield, are difiingui/hed by the 
names of male and female ; the former h the darkeft in hue, 
and very veiny ; it is eafier to be wrought tham the latter, 
which is paler and lefs veiny, F. 
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entirely unacquainted with ; they are amply 
defcribed by Valentyn.* 


*' A conception m.ay be formed,” fay$ Valektyn, 
tbc great plenty of timber-trees of all kinds at Jlmboyna^ for 
the conftrudlion of fiiips and hoiifes, and for the fioell: and 
nioft coftly articles of furniture, from the circumflance that 
Mr, RtJMPHius (author of the H&rtus Amhinenjis) had 
procured a little cabinet to be made, which was inlaid with 
nearly four hundred forts of only the choiceft and handr 
fomeft woods, and which, together with other ciiriolities, 
** that gentlemen fent as a prefent, in the year 1682, to the 
great Duke olTuJcany^ Cosmo the Third. If then there 
** are fo many forts of hne and choice woods fit for ve- 
neering, how many muft not the common forts be !” He 
particularly deferibes a great number, among which are fe- 
veral different fpecies of the ebony-tree 5 the iron-tree; the 
cafuarina ; . the wild clove-tree; the famama which is a 
baflard fort of teak ; the which yields a timber that 

is almoft imperiiliable ; the Chinefe ufe it for anchors and rud- 
ders ; it withflands' all weathers, and yields but flowly to the 
powerful agency of fire; it is, however, on account of its 
hardnefs, very difficult to be wrought: the cajoeAanguit-tttc^ 
which has received the proud title of the tree of heaven^ or of 
the firmament^ as it feems to lift its lofty and fpreading fummit 
to the clouds 5 &c. At the conclufion of his .account of tfie 
trees of Amhyna^ he afiures the reader, that the mpft laborious 
exertion of a long life would not fuffice to become acquainted 
with all the trees which grow on the lofty and woody moun- 
tains, the extenfive and impenetrable forefts, of Am and 
that the vaft number which he has noticed, ft venty-two of 
which he gives reprefentations ofy are but a fmall portion of 
the whole, T. 


Of 
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Of the produifts of the country, confidere4 
as articles of trade, the firft rank is occu- 
pied by its ftaple commodity, cloves. The 
tree * on which they grow, is too well, 

and 

^ Caryophyllus, The clove is produced on a very Bandfome 
tree, fomewhat refembling a large pear-tree ; its flem i^ 
ilmight, and at the diftauce of five feet from the ground its 
■branches begin 5 the bark is thin and fmooth, and adheres 
ciofely to the vvood ; the wood is heavy and hard ; the leaves 
ftand two and two oppofite, they are about a handbreadth 14 
length, and two inches broad, pointed, ribbed and reddifh on 
the Upper, but fmqoth and of a bright green coiopr on the 
■jLinder fide, they have a very aromatic fmell when bruifed be- 
tween the fingers. When a tree is nine years old, and has 
been well attended to, it begins to yield cloves j they appear 
in the beginning of the rainy feafon j tiiey are then little dark- 
green iongifti buds, and become perfe^l cloves in fhape 14 
the month of Augiifl, or September ; they then turn yellow, 
and afterwards red, which is the time for gathering thcmj 
if they are fuffered to remain three or four weeks longer^ 
they fwell and become what are called mother-cloves, which 
are proper for propagation, or for candying, but not for dry- 
ing as a fpice. The cloves grow on fepara.te ftalks, but 14 
bunches of three or more together. Valektyn defcribes 
four forts : that which he calls the male clove, is the fort 
ufed for drying ; the female produce? cloves of a pale colour^ 
which are the bell for extradling of oil; the king^s clove is 
a very fcarce fpecies, bearing larger and double cloves 5 he 
mentions one tree of this kind that fipod in thf ifland Jife- 
ebian^ and a few others that were difeovered in 1668, and 
i68s, in Hative and in i the fourth fort are called rice- 

cloves | 
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jind too minutely defcribed by Vale NT Yw, 
than that I thould be required to do it 
here. 

Two large crops of cloves never focceed 
each other ; if the crop be oiic year very 
large, that of the next year will be fmall ; 
the firll generally takes place in uncommon 
dry feafons ; and epidemical fevers are then 
very prevalent. 

When the cloves are almoft ripe, they 
mull: be foon gathered, or they ihoot out in 
p. few days, into mother-cloves. The cloves 
which are dried over the fire, inftead of in 
the fun, are not good ; thefe may be difr 
tinguilhed by their colour, being more in* 
clining to black, and that they bend be- 


cloves; the^ are very fmall, but likewlfe very rare r tbe clove 
produced upon the wild clovertree, has no kind of fpicynefi® 
At the time of gathering the cloves, the ground is : carefulij 
fwept under the trees, that none- may be loft ; .they^ are gene** 
faiiy ' pulled off by long hooks. 'The ufual time, of thC' clove- 
crop is in Odober, and - it lafts till December*' The oil . of 
idoves is 'Well known in the Materia Medica ; an .hiindrei 
Feight of cloves ufed to be employed in former times to pro- 
|:ure a quart of oil, but that quantity is now drawn from 
forty pounds, though it is in confequence not fo powerful : 
the extradion of the oil is ftridlly prohibited by the Dutch 
Company to all individuals* ■ , 
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t5V^en the fingers ; whik thpfe which sre 
properly dried, are, on the contrary, not 
flexible, but brittle, and fnap afunder upop 
being filliped with the finger; they are alfo 
pf a reddiih caft. 

The crop of cloves depends much upoii 
the temperature of the weather, in the 
months of June and September. An after- 
crop is fometimes made, but the time is un- 
certain, and it does not often happen. 

Although this fpice is not an indigenous 
prodxidiion of but a native of the 

Molucca iflands proper, whence it was brought 
hither fome centuries ago *, it profpers ex- 
ceedingly 

* A- ifiort time before the coming of the Portugnefe la 
Jmhyna^ the Cerammers of CambelU fecretly brought fome 
mother-cloves in hollow bamboos from Muchiati^ whence they 
were propagated all over Ceram^ Amhoyna^ and the neigh- 
bouring iflands, and in the fpace of fifty or fixty years the 
whole of 'fJoexvamoehil was covered with them# This was 
told to the D.iich when they firfl came to Camhdl<^ and fomt 
of the trees firfl planted were fliewn to them, behind the hill 
of MaJ}ilt% the memory of it is likewife preferved in the tra? 
ditionary fongs of the Amboynefe. The brave and enter- 
prizing iiihabitanrs of Camhelh^ were rewarded for the open- 
nefs with which they fliewed the Dutch their treafures, by 
the deflnuftioa of aU their clove-trees, and the deprivation 
pf the fruits of their induftry, and exertion 5 the implacable 

enmity 
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ceedixigly well here, and elpecially upon the 
iflands of Honhnoay Oma^ and Noujfa-lmit^ 
commonly called the UliaJJers, which, to- 
gether with Amboyna^ are the only Ipot^ 
where the Company allow it to be culti- 
vated *, and they conftantly caufe it to be 
deftroyed in every other place within their 

enmity which they in confeqiiencj^ entertained for the Dntch^ 
and their repeated attacks upon the forts, their enemies e!la- 
biiHied in their country, have been ftigmatized by the Dutcli 
writers, as a and wicked fpirit of difobedience, and an 
unjuji and cruel lull of blood ^nd warfare; fo that,” fays 
Valentyn, “ it would have been better, if, infteadof extir- 
pating their trees alone, we had, at the fame time, exter- 
minated this revengeful and fanguinary nation.” 

* I believe too, tliat whatever pains foreign nations may 
take to propagate thefe fpice-trees in other places, they will 
never fucceed, except in the neighbourhood of the Moluccas^, 
unlefs in iimilar countries, ftuated in the fame latitudes, 
which, like thefe, heated by fubterraneous fire^, afford, by the 
acf ipn of this natural laboratory, fufficient heat to t^e fpice- 
trees, to give their fruit their ftrong pungent and aromatic fla- 
your. S. 

The clove-tree |i2s, however, been fuccefsfully Intro- 
duced in the Weft-India iflands, and though the quan- 
tities hitherto brought from them, have been very infignifi-. 
cant, yet their conflant increafe fufices to fhew, that the 
culture is in an improving ftate; in 1797, w^ere im- 
ported to London from and in the prefent year 

from that ifland, and from 6*/. Kitts^ Zl 

reach. 
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reach, efpeciallj on little Ceram, or Hoe-wa^ 
moehil * ; exclufive of the extirpations which 
take place, from time to time, in the fpice- 
iflands themfelves, in order to moderate the 
great abundance of the article, with which 
their warehoufes overflow, both at Batavia 
and in Holland, 

Thus, the fupreme Indian government 
ordered by their letter, of the 26th of De- 
cember, 1769, that the number of clove- 
trees ihould not be allowed to exceed five 
hundred thoufand T> ar*d it was further or- 
dered, in the year 1773, that fifty thoufand 
more fliould be deftroyed, fo that at pre- 
fent (1775), after three extirpations, the 
number of clove-trees, as near as could 

* HooDamoehtl is a peninfula joined to Ceram by an ifthmns, 
called the Pafs of Tanomo\ it was not only very fertile in 
jtlove-trees, but produced likewife large quantities of nutmegs 
trees; of thefelaft, what was called the great nutmeg- tree fore^^ 
was deftroyed in 1667^ and in another place 3,300 nutmeg- 
•trccs^ ■ ■Tm , 

f One hundred and twenty-hve cl ‘Vettrees are allowed 0 
a pkntation, or douffon, as it is called by the Amboynefe, and 
of thcfe there are 400Q, which makes the number of 500,000 
trees. 71 


be 
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be afcertained, amounts to 513,268; where- 
of 

320,491 fruit*bearing trees 

104,866 half-grown 
87,9 1 1 young plants 

513,268 

befides 22,310 tatanamdHgs, which are trees 
that are not comprehended in the clove- 
plantations, but ftand interfperled here and 
there, neat' the houfes. Every Amboy- 
nefe plants fuch a clove-tree when a child 
is born to him, in order, by a rough cal- 
culation, to know their age. Although they 
do not oppolc the extirpation of the clove- 
trees in the plantations, when the Company 
think it fit, yet to touch their tatanamangs 
would fpeedily be the caufe of a general in- 
furre^lion among them : this was mairifefl on 
the occafion of one of the laft extirpations, 
when the' extirpators, ignorantly, at leafl: as 
they pretended, cut down fome tatanamangs. 
The whole country was immediately up $ 
and had not the then governor, Van dek 

V— , fpeedily provided againft it, they 

would have deftroyed all the other clove- 
trees, fet fire to their habitations, and flying 

to 
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the mountains, they would thus have 
withdrawn themfelves from their obedience 
to the Company. 

i have been aflured that a clove-tree will 
continue to bear fruit for the Ipaee of eighty 
tears'*. 

Befides the clove, nutmeg-trees likewife 
srow here with tolerable luxuriance; but 
they are all deftroyed, by the orders of the 
government, whenever they are found -f. 

Iii 

Valent yn mentions a clove^tree^ upon Moe^amoeUl^ 
tiiat was known to be one hundred and thirty years old^ and 
to have yielded in one feafon two bhars, or ijtoo Ih, of 
cloves* Tk 

f As we had no opportunity, in the (hort account given of 
tfce idands of Banda in the firft volume, to defcribe the nutmeg- 
tree, it may be well to introduce ah account hf it here. The 
myrijika mcfthata^ or true nutmeg, is a Handfome and fpteading 
tree; the bark is fmooth^ and of a brow nidi -grey colour; the 
leaves are eliptical, pointed, obliquely nerved; on the upper dde 
of a bright green, on the under, whitifh, and ftand alternatelj 
upon footdaiks ; they afford a mod grateful aromatic feent wheii 
brdfed. If a branch of the tree be broken off, a fap runs 
out of it, which is of great prejudice to the tree; and it never 
thrives well afterwards. It does not bear fruit till its eighth or 
ninth year. When it begins to produce fruit, little yeliowifk 
buds make their appearance, out of which fmall white dowers 
are blown, hanging two or three together, upon flender pedun- 
cles ; in the center of the ftower is an oblong reddifti knob, 
from which the fruit is produced, though no mote than one 

bloff® 
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In proportion, as the clove-trees were 
more and more eradicated* the goveriimenfi 

at 

Holfom out of three commonly ripens to a nutmeg* Th«^ 
fruit Is eight or nine months arriving atmattirity ; bnt bioffoms 
and ripe fruit are found at the fame time upon the fame trec^ 
and the nutmegs are generally gathered three times in a yean 
The fruit appears like a fmall peach, both in flxape and in 
colour, only it is pointed towards the fialk ; when it is ripe, 
the outer coat, which is almoft half an inch thick, opens and 
Ihews the nutmeg, in its black and fliining fliell, encircled by 
a network of fcarlet mace; the outer coat is generally 
a little hard, and is very good preferved in fugar,- or iiewed^ 
you then come to the mace, which is of a fine bright red co^ 
lour, and under it a black fliell, about as thick as that of a 
iilbef t, but very hard ; it is opened by being firft dried fuccef- 
flvely in five different or drying-places, made of fplit 
bamboos, upon which the nutmegs are laid, and placed over a flo w 
Are ; in each of thefe petaks they remain a week, till the nutmegs 
are heard to fliake within the fhell, which is tbeneafily broken 5 
the nutmegs are then forted and delivered to the Company $ 
each fort is then feparately put in bafkets, and foaked thre^ 
times in tubs with fea-water, much impregnated with lime ; they 
are then put into diflin <51 clofets, where they are left for flx weeks^ 
to fweat; this is done that the lime, by elofi ng the pores of the 
nuts, may prevent their ftrength from evaporating, and like- 
wife becaufe fucli a prepared nutmeg is not At for propagation - 
Some trees afford longer, and fome rounder, nutmegs, but 
which are of the fame quality ; the long ones are called male 
nutmegs; but there are likewife wild male nutmegs^ which 
have little flavour, and are not valued* The Bandanefc enu- 
merate feveral forts of nutmegs, but they appear only varieties 
in the fruit of the fame tree. ?j^riftkafafua, or wild nut- 
meg, grows in all the Eaflern ifiands ; it feems to have been? 

thb 
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at Batavia began to think on the means 0/ 
giving the Amboynefe an equivalent for 
the diminution of that production, as the 
crop of cloves brought but little money into 
circulation, in proportion to the number of 
inhabitants, of which I ihall fay more here- 
after. For that purpofe, his excellency, go- 
vernor Mossel, propofed, in his Secret Confi-^ 
derations on the State of India^ offered to the 
gentlemen in authority at home, under the 
head oi Amboy na, to encourage the cultiva- 
tion of pepper and indigo there, as much as 
pofiible, in order to furnifh a better means of 
Tubfiftence to. the natives ; but the little in- 
clination which the rulers of Amboyna have 
ihewn to Comply with this propofal, and the 
little attention they have bellowed upon the 
fubjcCt, or, as they allege in their own ex- 
culpation, the indolence of the Amboynefe, 
have almoft wholly fruftrated the attempts 
which have been rhade in this line^ 

The 

this foit that Forrest obtained at Doryhzxhom in Nemj 
nea^ and planted on the ifland of BuTPWod} it is produced 
liked^ife in the Wefl^Jndies^ at the iOand oi Tohugoi AtC 
diential oil is extrafted both from nutmegs and from mace ; it 
is reckoned that three cdtti of Benda, mdkmg about feventeen 
jiounds and a quarter, Amfterdam weight, yield about a quart 
of oiii 21 
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The indigo that is produced upon Leyti- 
ffior is thought to be much better than that 
of Buro i a pound of the former Hands the 
company in fix gilders but it is very lit- 
tle inferior in point of brilliancy of tint to 
Prufliau blue. 

The government then adopted the mode 
of taking it by contradl, promifing to pay 
forty-eight ftivers for the fir ft, thirty- fix for 
the fecond, and twenty- four for the third or 
worft fort"!-; but neither did this fucceed, 
while its failure is equally attributed to the 
lazinefs of the natives. 

The following quantities were delivered 
to the company, in 1748, and 1749, accord- 
ing to the report of Governor Roozebogm ; 


1749 


from Hila^ 

from Bours. 

. 1 %^ 3. • 

■ - 281 3. 

. 200 3. - 



385/^. 

5o6|//5. 


385 


In all 8911/3. 


* About V. 

f About 4/. 4</. for the firft, 3* 3</. for the fecond, and 
2f. for the third fort. 3 ". 
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The cultivation of pepper in Bouro^ fuc- 
ceeded no better, though the pepper-vme, it 
is faid, grows very well there, and produces 
a large corn ; but which is not of fo hard a 
fubftance, nor fo ftrong a flavour, as that of 

bantam, or the Malabur coaft. 

I am much furprized that the government 
has not hitherto taken any pains to profecute 
the cultivation of the^ fugar-cane in the 
iflands of Amboyna, for it grews as luxuri- 
antly, and as full of fap here, as in Java, or 
any where elfe ; which I know, by having 
frequently feen and examined the canes 
which have been planted here and Aere by 
thcflaves for their own ufe. This would 
not only alleviate the poverty of th^ Am- 
boynefe, as their clove-trees are deflroyed 
from year to year, but it would, on the 
other hand, be no lefs profitable to the Com- 
pany, as the article would be conveyed 
hence, without any additional expence, by 
the clove-fhips, on board of which it could 
be flowed as a lower tier, and ferve for ballaft. 
Perhaps, however, this has never been put 
in praftice, in order that the competition of 
the fugars from Amboyna might not be of 

preludice to the fugar-works of Jaccatra, m 
^ ^ which 
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whkfi perhaps the gentlemen in the direc- 
tion of affairs are interefted„ 

Coffee likewife grows here in fufficient 
luxuriance to encourage the Amboynefe in 
the cultivation of it ; and the quality of it 
is^ by no means, inferior to that of 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER III. 

■Defcrlpm of the Sago-tree, and of the Mann^tn 
which, the Sago is pepared.—The Ela. Sago- 

hread.~-Gabbe-gahha.—Aiap.—Sago-modscfthe 

Cor;pany. -Fruits. -ne Sagmre-tree, and the 

Liquor drawn from it.— Animals. Vier. i 

Hogs.—Babi-rou/a, or Hog-deer.— Fijhes.— Won- 
derful Stories of the Amboyneje.—A Fip calh 

Jacob Evertjen. — Reptiles. — Snakes.— Domejitc 

Animals. 

TThOUGH the clove-tree yields the rich- 
eft produdion of this ifland, the Sago-XrQt is 
of much greater utility to the Amboynefe. 

This produdlion, which a wife Providence 
has beftowed as an univerfal article of food 
upon the inhabitants of Amboyna, Ceram, 
and the furrounding iflands eaft oi Celebes, 
(for on Celebes it grows not though it is 
again found in Borneo, where on the con- 
trary, rice, as a primary article of food, is 
wanting) propagates itfelf by ofEets, or 
ihoots, which for a long time appear only 

*■ Other travellers inform us that the fago likewife grows 
on CMes, efpecially, and in much abundance, at the bottom 
•f Bugpttfs-hvf. T. 
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like bu£hes *, and which all proceed from 
the roots, or from the bottom of the trunk 
of a full-grown tree. 

I lhall not fet down all that appeared to 
me worthy of obfervation, on the lubje£i: of 
this tree, as Valentyn, in his defcription 
of the trees and plants of Amhoyna, is ample 
in his account of it ; but I lhall only make 
mention of what he has not noticed. 

The Item, when it begins to form itfelf 
out of the bulh, Ihoots up, as ftraight as an 
arrow, to the height of between forty and 
lixty feet, without any lateral branches, juft 
like the firi, and cocoa-nut-trees, to which 
genus it likewife belongs, forming a hand- 
fome crown at the top, which affords an 
agreeable lhade. 

A grove of thefe trees, with their ere6t- 
ed ftems, which, when arrived at maturity, 
confift of nothing but a fpongy and mealy 
lubftance, furrounded by a hard bark, of 
about half an inch thick, and their beautiful 
leafy crowns, have a very charming appear- 
ance, and form a plealant and cool retreat. 

* Yet thefe bufhes are about fifteen or fixteen feet iji 
height. Y*. 


This 
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This white, fpongy, and mealy fubftange 
is the fago, which ferves the natives in lieu 
of bread 

As the manner in. which I have feen the 
fago poekeledy or made into meal, differs iu 
ibme refpe£ts from that which Valentyn 
relates, I fhall here fhortly particularize it. 

A tree is firft made choice of, the pith 
of which it is certain has attained its full 
maturity, and this is perceived by. its be- 
ginning to be of a yellowifh- white caft juft 
under the foliage -f'. The ftem is then cut 
through as clofe to^the ground, as poffible, 
in order to lofe the* lefs of the farinaceous 
contents, 

* The fagortree does not produce any fruit, till it has 
toft its ftrength, and is about to die, when the branches like? 
wife appear covered with ; it then produces at the top, 
a bunjeh of fmalj fruit, like pigeon’s eggs, -svhich are firft 
green, and aftenyards yeUow; the kerijejis yery aftrijigent. 
It deiighte in wet and morafly fituations, and will not grow 
except in low pounds. It does not Uve abpve thirQr 
years. T. 

f They Hkewife fometitnes try it by chopping a hole in the 
tree, out of which they take fome of the pith to ex^ine whe- 
ther it be ripe enough ; if not, they clofe the hole again, but 
^fc they immediately feU the tree, as if fuffered to remain too 
long, and till it produces fruit, they know that the pith wi4 
turn entirdy into green filaments, and yield no fago. T. 

When 



[ 343 J 

When the tree is thus felled, it is cut 
through in the middle of its length, into 
two or .more pieces, and the hard bark of 
each piece is fplit afunder by the infertion 
of wedges ; the fago then appears unco- 
vered, juft like the fpungy fubftance in our 
elder-trees. They then make a certain in- 
ftrument, refembling an adze, out of one of 
the branches of the tree they have felled, 
with which they ioofen the fago all round 
from the bark, and reduce it to the appear- 
ance of lawduft. 

The whole tree being. thus foehled out, 
the raw fago is put, by portions, into a 
trough, like a canoe, and water is poured 
upon it, and well mixed with the lago, by 
which means the meal is feparated from the 
filaments. 

Theft filaments, which might be denomi- 
nated the bran of the ftgo, arc called e/tf, 
and are made uft of to feed hogs, poultry, 
&c. 

The water, thus impregnated with the 
fago-meal, having ftood ft ill for fome time, 
the meal fubfides, by its own weight, to the 
bottom, the water is then poured off, and it 
is a ftcond time purified in the fame man- 
ner; 
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ner ; after this, the wet meal Is laid upon, 
flat wicker-bafkets, to dry, and it is then 
kneaded together, and into little cakes of 
three inches long, two inches broad, and half 
an inch thick ; finally, it is put into moulds 
of the fame fize and fliape, and baked over 
the fire, till it is done enough, and becomes 
dry and hard. * 

The taftc of the fago-bread does not much 
vary from that of the CaJJava^ or Manioc^ of 
the Weft-Indies ; but it appeared to me to 
be more nutritive; it is not unpleafant to 
eat, when it has been firft a little foaked, and 
afterwards fried in butter ; yet it is very 
difficult of digeftion. 

The fineft part of the meal is mixed with 
■water, and the pafte is . rubbed into little 
round grains, like fmall ffiot, and dried. 
This preparation is not difagreeable in foups, 
in lieu of Italian macaroni : the fago that is 

* The mould, or oven, /or baking fago-bread is made of 
earthen ware'; it is generally nine inches fquare, and about 
four deep, divided into two equal parts by a partition parallel 
to its fides. Each of thofe parts is fubdivided into eight or 
nine, about an inch broad, fo that the whole contains two 
rows of cells, about eight or nine in a row. The oven is 
turned firft on one fide' and afterwards on the other, upon the 
fire, and the cakes are fufficiently baked in about ten or twelve 

minutes. T. , 

produced 
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produced in Borneo is efteemcd the beil for 
this purpole. 

A preparation is likewife made of this 
fineft part of the meal, which is called 
popeda, and has much refemblance to the 
porridge of buckwheat-meal which is made 
in Holland^ but it is much more gelatinous. 
This is eat off of little jfticks, which being 
dipped into the popeda^ take with them a 
part of it which adheres to them ; they are 
then dipped in fifh-broth, and, together with 
a little filh, conftitute the beft difh of the 
Amboynefe, and even of thofe who are de- 
feendants of Europeans. 

A tomUi or twenty-five pounds weight, of 
fago-meal, is fold here, in general, for feven 
or, eight ftivers j and an ordinary tree, which 
can commonly be poekeled from its twelfth 
to its twentieth year, yields five or fix hun- 
dred pounds of it. 

Befides the farinaceous part for food, the 
fago-tree yields other things of utility to the 
Indians. 

The firem or bark, after the meal has 
been poekeled out, is made ufe of by the na- 
tives, to form little bridges, over rivulets, 
or little creeks. 

What are called the branches, which arc 

chan- 



[ 34 ^ ] 

channelled on the upper fide, and convex on 
the under, ferve alfo fometimes for the 
fame purpofe ; but the chief ufe which the 
Amboynefe make of them is for the walls 
and roofs of their houfes, and for packing, 
cafes, See, This article is called gSie- 
gabha. 

The leaves, laced together, form what is 
called atapyZxA ferve inftead of tiles for co- 
vering of houfes, and to preferve things from 
the rain ; but roofs of atap mufl; be renewed 
every fix or feven years 

Although 

* The fago-tree has, like ail the trees of the palmrkind, a 
cabbage, which is eaten by the natives, though it is not fo 
good or wholefome as that of the (ineehong,^ or proper cabbage- 
palm. When a fago-tree has been felled, the or refufe, is 
frequently left in the woods, and the wild hogs fatten upon it ; 
a kind of muftirooms, which are much efteemedby the natives^, 
grow upon the heaps of The fago-tree is even of benefit 
aftcr.it has been deprived of its pith, and left to rot where it 
was felled j for when rotten, a fort of very fat white worms, 
called fag 9 *^ormsy with brown heads, are found in it, which 
the Indians roaft, and think a great delicacy. A computation 
has been made by Forrest of ho\^ many perfons may live 
on an acre planted with fago-trees. A fago-tree he allows to 
take up 100 fquare feet; now the contents of an acre afc 
which allows 435 trees to grow within that 
fpace; but fuppofing only 300, and that, one with another^ 
they give 300 weight of flour, then three trees, or 900 weight, 
would maintain one man for a year, and an acre to be cut 

down 


Although the fago-tree grows on almofl: 
jail the iflands of this province, it is upon 
that of Hoewamoehil^ or Little C^ram, that the 
largeft woods of it are found, of which the 
Company referve the property to them- 
felves, and annually diipofe of their produce 
to their own emolument. The woods of 
Loehoe and fianitello yielded to the Company, 
in one year, according to the report of Go^ 
verhor Roozeboom, the quantity of io6ylb. 
It is diftinguilhed into three forts, which the 
Company have refpedtively fold at the fol- 
lowing prices : 

the maha poetey^ or beft fort, at i rix- 
dollar per lb. 

the majou baroe^ox focond fort, at f rix- 
dollar per pound. 

4own would maintain loo men for the fame time; now, a® 
fago-trees are feven years a-growing, xoo divided bj fcvcop 
Ijrili allow fourteen men to be maintained for a year on the 
produce of one-feventh part of an acre, immediately, or on. 
the produce of a whole acre, progreffively cut, one-ieventh 
part at a time, allowing frefti trees to fprout up. By Dn 
Forster’s computation, ten or twelve perfons live eight 
months upon the produce of an acre planted with bread*fruit^ 
trees, at 21 
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the feriboa, or third Ibrt, atf rixdol- 
lar per pound *. 

In how far now thefe fago-woods of 
Uttle Ceram are a fource of revenue to the 
governor of Amboyna^ I will not here exa- 
mine into. 

Fruits and vegetables for food, or refrefh- 
ment, are but fcarce. The lhaddock '1“, which 
is by no means as good as at Batavia^ a few 
fweet oranges, mangos mangofteens §, 
the bilembing ||, and watermelons, are al- 

* The inconfiliency of this paragraph with what has gone 
before, muft be afcribed to feme very material errors of the 
prefs, inmumercial charaders, in the original ; the quantity 
of 1067 II , of fago is barely the produce of two trees^ accord- 
ing to what has preceded, and therefore is palpably abfurd as 
applied to the produce of the largefl nvoods ; fuppohng it even 
ought to have been printed 106,780, if would fall coniiderably 
ihort of what that expreffion would lead us to exped, as it 
would then be no more than the produce of about, aoo trees* 
How, too, ihall we reconcile the prices of if, and f, rixdollar 
per pound, with that of feven or eight ffivers for twenty-five 
pounds ? No clue has been found in any of the writers con- 
fulted to folve thefe difficulties, and there was therefore no 
alternative to leaving the text as it ftands in the Qri^naL 
Citrus decumanus. 

% Mangiferaindica^ 

\ Garcinia mangojiana^ 

|] Jlvmboa Idimhh 

moft 
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moft the only fruits, and they are not very 
abundant. The few vegetables which grow 
here, require infinitely more attention in 
rearing them than at Batavia. 

The fagwire is a liquor drawn from a 
tree, which, according to the little know- 
ledge I have of botany, belongs to the fame 
genus with the cocoa-nut, fago, firi, and date- 
trees. It is of the fame nature as the toddy, 
or palmwine. 

When it firft comes from the tree, it is 
clear, and looks much like pure water. Its 
tafte is fweet, but refrelhing. It becomes 
acidulated by degrees, and at laft turns quite 
four, which, however, can be prevented by 
preparing it by means of a certain bitter 
wood *, which being put into it preferves it 
good for a long time : although it then lofes 
its plealant tafte, and turns thickeft, look- 
ing like orgeade, or almond- milk, it is eft 
teemed more wholefbme, and has an ine- 
briating quality ; it is afterwards kept in 
bottles well worked. 

* For this purpofe the roots of a tree called the fofoot-tKs 
are ufed, which occafioR a fermentatioa in the fagmin, and 
in about eight hours, make it fit for keeping. ST. 



The tree which yields this liqilor, has 
always a faded appearance, with many yel- 
low, dead leaves, which look much like thofe 
of the fago-tree. One of thefe leaves, or 
rather branches, is cut off, and the Jagmre 
trickles out of it by drops, which are caught 
in a bamboo, hung under it for that purpofe, 
and when this is full, the contents are drawn 
off, by a tap at the bottom ; this operation is 
called tyffering. 

The woods are filled with deer, and with 
wild hogs, the flefh of which animals is 
almoft the only meat that is eaten here. It 
is ufed frefli, failed, and dried: in the laff 
manner, it is called dmgding ; it is broiled a 
little over the fire, and eaten with rice : it 
is a chief article of food of the Europeans, 
and the Amboynele eat it likewife when 
they can afford to purchafe it. 

Among the wild animals, which inhabits 
the woods of the ifland jSoaro, there is one 
which bears the name of Babi-rouffa, or the 
iog^deeri it has beeii fully deferibed by 
Valentyn, who has given us a reprefen ta- 
tion of it ; but it appeared to me, when I 
compared the figure with one of the animals 

alive. 
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alive, that its legs were longer than they are 
there reprelented** 

The bay nfed formerly to abound in filh ; 
but they are not fo plentiful now, on ac- 
count of the violent earthquake of the year 
1754. Moft of the fifh that are found here 
are peculiar to thefe feas. 

^ The hahurmjfa^ which Is a Malay appellation, fignifying 
!iog*deer, partakes, as its name denotes, of the nature both of 
the hog and of the deer. The chief Angularity of the aiiimal 
confifts in two of its upper teeth being curved round, and, pene- 
trating through the bone of the forehead, appear juft above the 
fnout, like two femicircular horns ; they are fometimes fo far 
bent round, that they grow into the bone of the head again ; it 
h^s likewife two tulks placed in the under jaw, like other wild 
boars ; the female is without any of thefe projeding teeth: it 
has a. foft thin ikin, with (hort hair, and has no brifties : the 
fnout is more pointed than that of the other wild hogs, and the 
tail is longer, with a bunch of hair at the end; the ears are 
pretty Ihort, and the eyes fmall ; its feet have each two long 
and two Ihort toes, bitt the fore legs are much ftiorter than the 
hinder ones ; thefe animals are eafily hunted down ; but they 
frequently hurt the dogs with their lower tulks ; the upper 
tulks are too far recurvated to admit of their defending them- 
fclves with them. Their ftelh more refemblcs venifon than 
pork; there is little fat upon it, it being moftly folld meat. 
They do not live,, Uke the other wild hogs, upon fago and ca- 
nari, a fort of almonds, but chiefty upon grafs and the leaves 
of trees. They never aftbeiate with the wild hogs, and when 
hunted, they generally take to the water, where they are very 
expert in fwimming and in diving, and fometimes fwim over 
from one ifland to the other, 


Many 
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Many very llrange fiflies, muft have been 
met with here, in the time of Valentyn*; 
and in this region of wonders, it is not fuffi- 
cient that the really fingular produ 61 ;ions of 
nature are beheld and admired, or feared, 
but luperftition has multiplied wonders 
upon wonders. Inter alia, there is, lays the 
Amboynefe, and likewife the Macaflers, a 
monfter that has its abode in thefe feas, 
which they defcribe as having a thoufand 
legs, all of them fo large, that if it lay but 
one of the thoufand upon any veflel, it muft 
immediately founder ; and yet this monfter 
is believed to be afraid of a common cock ; 
whence thefe poor iuperftitious mortals will 
never put to fea without having chanticleer 
for a guardian-angel on board. 

There is likewife, it is faid, a large fijOb, 
near the pierhead at Amboynay to which the 
name of ’Jacob Evertfen has been given, and 
they pretend that it takes away one man 
every year. I am not qualified to fay whe-r 
thcr aiiy fifii of the ihark kind does, or does 
not, particularly refort to that fpot, although 
many reputable people at Amboyna believe 

^ defcribci, and gim repisefentations of, 

tfJiwiit forts of dfiiw paoftlf peculiar to thefe feas* ST. 


the 


[ 353 ] 

the whole ftory ; but it is certain, however, 
that on the evening of my arrivah here, about 
nine o’clock, a iailor of one of the {loops 
that lay juft behind my fhip,- on, his fwim- 
ming a-fhore to fetch his pocket-handker- 
chief, which he had left, was fo dreadfully 
bitten by fome fifh or other in the bead, that 
he died the lame night ; and he Fould pro- 
bably have been dragged to the bottom and 
devoured, had not immediate aliiftance been 
given to him, upon his loud cries for help, 
as well from my fliip as from the other 
veflels. 

From lions, tigers, wolves, and other 
bcafts of prey, Atnbo^na is free. 'The moft' 
noxious animals are fnakes, of which 
there are feveral forts in the woods and 
fields, which are amply deicribed by Va- 

LENTYN. 

I one morning, walking in the garden 
behind my houfe, found the oelar MJh mpisj 
or thin poifon fnake* , {o clofe to me, that I 

flhould 

* Nearly twenty different forts «f fnakes are defcribed try 
Valentyn. Among them the or blue pai/on 

Jkake, is the moft veneipous ; it is no more than a foot and a 
half in length, and about two inches thick; it is remarkably 
tjuick, and its bite is mortal. The ttletr hijo vepis, rx thin 

poi/m 
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iliotld probably have trodden on if, hid it 
not firft difeoveredand hiffed at me, whereby 
I had juft time to retire from the dangeront 
neighbourhood} I caught it a little while 
afterwards, and preferved it in fpirits. 

The ihakes with legs, appear to me to 
belong rather to the lizard tribe, than that 
of foakes. Among the fingularities here, 
we may reckon the flying lizard. 

I ihall not Ipeak of the other animals and 
infers, crocodiles, alligators, gek-kos, lizards, 
Icorpions, centipedes, nor of the very curious 
infcdl called the •walking leaf^ as they are all 
ftiflSciently defcribed by Valent YN.* 

Gf the domeftic animals, among which 
are enumerated buffaloes, cows, horfes, 
goats, and'hc^s, the laftmentioned 
only are natives of the country ; the others 

fm/m fnake^ is fcarcely a quarter of an inch thick, and about a 
hot and a half, or two feet, in length ; its bite is equally in- 
callable. ST, 

* The ineffimablc work of YAnEKTYir, to wMch the 
leader is fo frw|uentiy refeiml, is fcarce even in Holland ; it 
coa£ils of five large fddo volumes, containing upwards of 
iom mppajiat^ The tranilator k in «po®ffion of a copy^ 
which he procured at much |Kiins and expence ; and would 
Ms Emits allow of it, he would be more copious in his extrads 
fiom as it is a tieafurd locbxi up in a cheft, of which few 
the ktyi HD tiaaflatioa Imvmg ever b«i made of It* ft 

have 
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have been brought hither, as well by die 
Portuguefe as by the Dutch, from Jdvtti 
Celebes^ and the fouthweftern ifles. 

The cows here give much lefs milk, and 
worfe butter than in Jama ; the price of the 
butter remains the fame as it was eighty 
years ago, in the time of ValentYN, viz. 
one rixdoUar per pound. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IV. 

InboMtants of AiAmysk.—fhe Alfoereje. — Account 
of tbm hy Rumphius. — ‘Fbe Ambtynefe.— -Their 
Staiure.-^Apfearance.— Temper.- — TbeWomen .- — 
Their JAfcmottfnefs.— The Religion of the Am- 

hcyneje. — -Their IdelatTy^ Vices.-— Ambe^n^e 

Cbrifticms.- — Their Super ftition. — Thar Goniern- 
ment.—The Cbinefe.— Account of a Chinefe Mar- 
riage at Aumyn a. — Defcendants of Portuguefe.-— 
Foundation and Extenjion of the Power of the 
Duchy here. 

rr^ 

JL HE inhabitants of Amboynay and of the 
adjacent iflands belonging to this govern- 
ment, may properly be divided into four 
claffes, viz. the Alforefe, the Amboynefe, 
the Europeans, and the Chinefe. 

The Alfoers or Alfoerefe are, in all pro- 
bability, the firft and moffc ancient inhabi- 
tants of thefc countries ; at the prefent day 
they ftill femain feparate from the other in- 
habitante, and dwell in the mountains of 
Bouro and Qeromy where they live accord- 
ing 
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ing to their ancient cuftoms, and avoid all 
intercourfe with the inhabitants of the fea- 
coafts, except when they are in want of 
fuch articles as are not to be met with in the 
interior parts of the iflands, which chiefly 
confifts in iron and fait, againfl: which com- 
modities they give in barter the produ^lions 
of their mountains. 

The few which I iaw of this nation, ap- 
peared to me not fo dark in colour, and 
both handfomer and more linewy than the 
Amboynefe. 

I met with the following account of them, 
in the defeription of Amboyna compofed by 
Rumphius, which, having been prohibited 
by the government at Batavia, has never 
been printed, but of which a manufeript 
copy is preferved in the fecretary’s office at 
Amboyna. 

“ Moft of the Alforcfe inhabit the wild 
** mountains and interior parts of Ceram. 

They are large, ftrong, and favage people, 
“ in general taller than the inhabitants of 
“ the iea-fhores; they go moffly naked, both 
“ men and women, and only wear a thick 
“ bandage round their waifl, which is called 

chiaaca, and is made of the milky bark of 

a tree. 
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** a tree, called by them Jachi (being the 
Jkamrus alba). They tie their hair up- 
** on the head over a cocoa-nut flieU, and 
“ flick a comb in it; round the neck they 
** wear a firing of beads. 

Their arms are, a fword made of bam*^ 
boo, together with a bow and arrows. 

“ ^hey are fharp-fighted, and fb nimble 
“ in running, that they can run down and 
** kill a wild hog, at its utmoft Ipeed. 

An ancient, but moft deteftable and 
“ criminal cuftom prevails among them, 
“ agreeable to which, no one is allowed to 
take a wife, before he can fhew a head of 
** an enemy which he has cut off : in ordef 
to obtain this qualification for matrimony, 
1* fix, eight, or ten of them go together to a 
flrange part, where they flay till they have 
** an opportunity of furprifing fome one, 
which they do with great dexterity, fpring- 
** ing upon the unwary paffenger like tigers : 
** they generally cover themfelyes with 
branches of trees and bufhes, fo that they 
“ are rather taken for brakes and thickets 
" than for men ; in this poflnre they lie in 
** wait for their prey, and take Jthe firft op? 
♦* portupity that prclents itfclf of darting 

** their 
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their toran or Jagoe (a ibrt of miffile 'lance) 
into the back of a paffenger, or ipring 
upon him at once, and cut off his head, 
“ with which they inftantly decamp, and fly 
** with fpeed from the ffene of their wanton 
“ barbarity. 

“ If they want to build a new houfe, or 
** a new baleeuw, which is a kind of council’* 
** hall, they muff equally firft go and fetch 
“ fome human heads. They are not to be 
** broken of this horrid cuftom ; and it is 
“ the only objcdion they make to embrac- 
** ing the Chriftian religion, that they muff 
** then abandon it ; for no one attains a 
“ higher degree of fame and refpeft, than 
“ he who has brought in the moft heads ; 
“ and in proof of his prowefs, he wears 
“ as many little white fhells round hip neck 
and arms, as he has murdered men. 

The heads thus brought in are Ihewn 
** upon a ftone in the village, confecrated to 
that purpofe, and are afterwards heaped 
“ together in dark groves, in the recefles of 
“ the mountains, where they pradife their 
diabolical rites, for they do not perform 
“ the demonolatry they are addidled to, in 
" any temples, but here and there in folitary 

places, 
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“ places, and in dreary woods, where tlie 
“ devil anfwers their interrogatories, and 
** often carries away forae, of them, elpe- 
“ cially children, for three or four months, 
« after which time he brings them back 
“ again, after havijig prefented them with 
“ painted canes, to which feveral little ftrings 
** of Chinefe copper-money are attached 
“ They fubfift upon the wild animals 

* Thefc circumftances affume a more probable appearance 
in the more ample relation which Valentyjnt gives of the re- 
ligion of the Aiforefe* “ They have,” he fays, “ in Ceram^ 
♦‘ and elfew here, temples which they call marels^md like- 
wife made of gMt gahha^ which ftand in the 

deepen part of the woods, and under the darkeft trees. In 
them, parents deliver their children, under twelve years of 
** age, to the prlefls, to be intruded in the fervice of their 
« demon or god, and the priefts receive the children, without 
the parents being able to fee any thing in the temple, on ac- 
** count of the aimoft utter darknefs that prevails in it. Im- 
mediately after they hear the moft difmal cries, and fee 
bloody pikes fticking through the roof of the temple; and 
though this would feem to denote tbat their children are 
*♦ murdered, they receive them back in three months. Each 
“ of tbofe children then receives a painted ftick of thin whitfe 
cane, upon which fome figures are burnt, and to which a 
“ few ftrings of Chinefe copper coins are hung ; they are then 
«« rubbed with yellow pant and aromatic oils, and fent about 
the village to beg for gongs, clothes, and other things, for 
the chief prieft.” The remainder of the account he gives 
pf the Alforefe, though far more copious, is perfe<ftly ftmilar 
tp aiid i;<?nfifteut with ttmt pt Mr. Ru^rBios. T* 

“ which 
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** which they catch in the woods; nor do 
they even difdain fnakes. 

“ Their womeii are of a tolerably fair 
“ complexion, well proportioned, and alto- 
** gether by no means difagreeable. 

“ Among thefe Alforefe, there is another 
** kind of favage people, who do not dwell 
“ in any houfes or huts, but upon high 
“ ’warinje^ and other trees, which Ipread 
“ their branches wide round : they lead and 
intertwine the branches fo clofely together,^ 
that they form an eafy refting-place ; and 
“ each tree is the habitation of a whole fa- 
“ mily : they adopt this mode, becaufe they 
“ dare not truft even thofe of their own ua- 
“ tion, as they liirprize each other during 
** the night, and kill whoever they take 
hold of.” 

Thus far the relation of Mr. Rumphius, 
who being a man of fbme experience and 
much reputation, deferves credit in fome in- 
llances. 

I could not meet with any other intelli- 
gence refpedling thefe people at Amboyna, as 
they are but feldora vifited, and ftill more 
rarely by people either able or willing to ob- 
ferve and record what is curious among 
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The Amboynefe are alfo very ancient in- 
habitants of thefe iflands } but the difference 
of their make, and the rather darker Ihade 
of their complexion, feem to point out that 
they are not defeended from the fame proge- 
nitors as the AJforefe, 

They are of a middling fize, rather thin 
than otherwife j their colour is nearer ap- 
proaching to black than to brown; both 
men and women have regular features, and 
among the latter there are very many who 
are handfbme: it feemed very probable to 
me, that the country or the climate contri- 
buted much to this, though how or w'hy I 
cannot tell, for the chiMren of Europeans 
born hOre, are alrr.oft ail jpretty, and much 
more fo than in Java^ or at l^atavia. 

Neither the thick lips, nor the depreffed 
nofes, which, according to our ideas of beau- 
ty, deform the ** human face divine" in 
other hot countries, are feen here ; but on the 
contrary, and efpecially among the females, 
perfe<SfIy fymmetrical countenances are the 
general charafleriftic of the inhabitants. 

They are indolent and effeminate, and 
both want and violence prove but feeble mo^ 
tives to incite them to labour. Yet this is 
ao mor^ than is almoft univcrfelly the cafe 

with 
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with all nations who bow their necks under 
a foreign yoke, efpecially in the Afiatic re- 
gions, and other warm countries : and I 
think it probable, though the heat of the 
climate is alone fufficient to produce inadli- 
vity, and a repugnance to every thing that 
fatigues the body, that they had been 
flaves inured to fervitude under the domi- 
nion of ftrangers, long before the Europeans 
came hithen The fervency of the climate, 
united to the eafy mode of procuring fiib- 
lifrence from the fago-tree, and from the 
copious fupply of fifh, which was formerly 
within their reach, in the bay of Ambsyna, 
have been the caufes that they have never 
been obliged to have recourfe to the fatigu- 
ing labours of agriculture, to admiuifter to 
the wants of nature. Hence they have ea- 
|ily falkn a prey to the nations who aimed 
nt fubduing them, as was manifeft in the war 
with the Ternatefc, the Portuguefe, and 
the Dutch. Neither were they at all the 
caule that the prmces of Celebes have not 
extended their dominion fo far to the eaft- 
ward, for the three abovementioned nations 
have always prevented it ; although at that 
time the kings of Noujfanivel took the high. 

founding 
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founding and proud title of kings of ton thou- 
fand /words. 

The Company muft not, therefore, ever 
think that the Amboynefe would be of any 
help to them, in cafe a foreign power were to 
endeavour to wreH: thefe poffeffions from 
them ; for, were there no other reafons to in- 
duce them to look upon any change as being 
for the better, their indifferent, indolent, and 
timorous difpofition would be fiifficient to 
prevent them from joining either fide. It is 
true, that thofe of Hitoe formerly Ihewed a 
little more courage in the civil commotions 
which took place in the laft century, when 
they fought for independance, as they could 
no longer bear the oppreffion of their inhu- 
man talk-maflers ; but in the cafe we have 
luppofed, it would be the lame to them, be- 
neath which European yoke they had to 
bend ; as, let the event be as it might, they 
would always have to wear the chains of 
the conquerors ; befides that, as attached to 
the Mahomedan religion, they are the fworn 
enemies of all chriftians. 

The women, though they are not lb in- 
dolent as the men, are, on the other hand, 
csKclfively lafeivious; they poffels no chafiity 

either 
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cither in a married, or an unmarried ftate, 
and there is nothing that can reftrain them 
from fatisfying their pafficmate defires. It 
is very ufual among them, that a girl gives 
proofs of her fruitfulnefs before marriage, 
which is never the leaft bar to getting a 
huiband ; and, on the contrary, frequently is 
a reafon for being preferred to others, of 
whom it is lefs certain that they are capable 
of becoming mothers. 

The Amboynefe were in former times, 
as the Alforefe are at prefect, idolaters ; but 
the Javcnefe, who began to trade hither in 
the latter end of the fifteenth, and in the 
beginning of the fixteenth century, endea- 
voured to differainate the dodirines of Ma- 
homet here, and they fucceeded fo well, that 
in the year 1 515, that religion w as generally- 
received. 

The Portuguefe arriving here in the mean 
time, endeavoured likewife to make the Ro- 
man catholic religion agreeable to the in*- 
habitants, and to propagate it amongft them ; 
which, in particular, took place, according to 
Rumphius, in the year 153a;, on the penin- 
liila o£ Leytimort but thofe of Jlitoe have, to 
the^prefent day, remained firmly attached 

to 
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to the Mahomedan faith, whence, hi contra* 
diftinSion to the Ixytimorcfe, they are call* 
cd Moors. 

When our people came to Amh^m, zu^ 
the Portuguefe were expelled from the 
illand, the proteftant religion was gradually 
introduced ; yet the unpleafing refult of 
thefe frequent changes of religion has been, 
as might naturally be expedted, that, from 
blind idolaters, they have firft become bad 
Roman catholics, and afterwards worfe pro- 
teftants. 

The pradlice of idolatiy cannot yet be 
wholly eradicated : this, added to the pre- 
valence of the luperftitions which dilgracc 
chriftanity among the followers of the Ro- 
man catholic perfuafion, and the almoft 
nniverial negligence, and want of zeal, of 
our ecclefiaftics in thefe regions, almoft en- 
tirely takes away the hope that the falutary 
doftrines of the golpel will ever be deeply 
rooted here, and that the Amboynele will 
ever be cured of their deplorable blind- 
nels. 

I cannot either lay much good refpedting 
thdj* moral condud: ; I have before men- 
tbned that the women are univerlally un- 

chafte. 


t 367 I 

chafte, and the men are, in this refpedi, no 
better. Theft is likewife one of the moft 
prevalent vices among the Amboynele, and 
they are not a little dexterous in contriving 
the means of pilfering ; I had twice expe- 
rience of their adroitnefs in this refpeef, 
during my refidence among them. Malice 
and envy are predominant paffions in their 
breafts, and are carried to great excels j they 
envy each other the leaft degree of benefit, 
or profperity ; yet this is leldom produdlive 
of public allallination, or private murder, 
among them, for being a pulillanimous and 
luperftitious race of men, death is to them, 
more than to any other nation, a king <£ 
terrors. 

When thefe Amboynefe chriftians go in 
their veflels paft a certain hill on the fouth 
coaft of Ceram, they make an offering to 
the evil fpirit, which they believe refides 
there, in order that he may not do any 
harm to them, or to their veflels. This 
offering is made in the following manner: 
they lay a few flowers, and a finall piece of 
money, into empty coeoanut-lhells, which 
they fet a-floating in the water : if it be in 
the evening, they put oil into them, with 

little 
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little wicks, which they fet a-light, and let 
burn out upon the water : they are per- 
fuaded that, by this means, they have ap- 
peafed the evil fpirit, and that he will not 
raife any ftorm againft them. 

Valentyn has been fufficicntly ample 
in deferibing their drefs, houfes, difeafes, 
cuftoms, &c. * to preclude the neceffity of 
my faying more about them ; I wifh only 
to obferve that that writer has placed al- 
moft every thing in the moft advantageous 
light. 

The inhabitants of Amboyna feem, from 
time immemorial, never to have been vmited 
under one head ; but, as the mofl ancient 
accounts and traditions relate, each negree, 
or village, was governed by its own chief. 
It is true, there have been, and there are at 
prefent, unions of four or five negrees under 
one chief ; but they are the leaft in num- 
ber : among thefc, the principal is Noufani- 
vel, whole rajab^ or king, has three other 
negrees under his dominion. 

» In ciapter i, ii, iii, and iv. the fourth, and chaji- 
ter i. c^the fifth book of vdi, 11, of Vaientyn’s Oud tn 
tuam 0$ bMtn. T. 
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Thefe chiefs are diftinguiftied into three 
clafles, or ranks ; thus, there are rajahs^ or 
kings ; pattis, who may be faid to be dukes 
or earls ; and oran cayos^ which lignifies as 
much as rich men. Their chiefs, however, 
do not poilefe an abfolute authority ; every 
negree has given as council to their chief, 
confining of the oldeft and moft refpedlable 
men of the village, who are called oran 
touas^ that is, elders ; and the rajah, patti, 
or oran cayo, of the negree is bound to con- 
Jfiilt with them at the caleeww, or council- 
hall, on all the concerns of the community. 

Every negree has like wile its marinhos, 
who do not affift at the councils, but are ex- 
alted above the commonalty, and lerve for 
exhorters and encouragers of the people in 
every public work. 

Befides fevcral little fervices which the 
common people are obliged to perform for 
thele chiefs*, the laft have likewife an in- 
come proceeding from the crops of cloves. 

They are obliged to build the houfes of their cMcfei and 
to fiimilk all the timber, gabbe gabba, atap, and other inate» 
rials neccffary for the conftru6tion, but the chiefe mult main** 
tain them while they arc at work. 


which 
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which the Company have beftowed npon 
them. 

The Company pay, for every bhar of five 
hundred and fifty pounds weight of cloves, 
fifty-fix rixdoilars, or one hundred-and-thir- 
ty-four gilders, and eight ftivers * ; but of 
this, the planters receive only fifty-one rix- 
dollars, the remaining five being divided 
among the village-chiefs, three being >al- 
lotted to the rajah, patti, or oran cayo, one 
and a half to the oran touas, or elders, and 
oue-half rixdollar to the marinhos. 

For thefe and other reafons, the offices 
above alluded to, are eagerly fought after, 
and are only obtained for a certain fum of 
money, of which fome of the governors 
who have ruled here in behalf of the Com- 
pany, have not a little availed ; I could 
enumerate fome, who have come here with 
very little property, and in the courfe of a 
few years, by thefe, and other rneans, have 
accumulated confiderable wealth, and who, 
immediately upon their return to Batavia, 

* The cloves coft the Dutch Company, at Amhyna, full 
fix ftivers per pound, ca- about flerling. T. 

have. 
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iiavej ill confequeriGp, fblicited leave from 
the government, to tranfmit ' large fums of 
money to Europe. 

The iale of thefe rejentfhips is tiot, how- 
ever, an innovation of late date ; for, from 
the beginning, every or An cayo paid fifty 
rixdollars for his nomination, a patti one 
hundred, and a rajah ftill more ; fo that the 
rajah of Nouffanivel was even once obliged 
to give a gratification of three thoufand rix- 
dollars. 

The Chinefe who frequent this ifland, as 
well as all the others in the eaftern parts 
of India, where the Company have pofi. 
feffions, are not, however, very numerous 
at Amboyna, becaufe there is very little 
trade, and fcarcely any agriculture, two 
purfuits, to which, in general, that nation 
are very averfe to. If a calculation of 
their number were to be made from the 
head-money which they pay, all the Chi- 
pefe would fcarcely b^ found to amount to 
one hundred individuals ; but the frauds 
which are praftifed in the declarations 
made in this refpeft, are the caufe that 
this cannot be cdnfidered as a proper rule. 

They dwell here in a ftreet, which is 

called 
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called after them, where they keep their 
ihops, with all forts of provifions, &c* for 
fole. 

They are under the authority of a chief 
of their own nation, who is called captain, 
and who has at prefent a lieutenant under 
him, which was not formerly the cafo ; but 
one of the governors was induced to inftitutc 
this lieutenant’s office, by means of a prefent 
of five hundred rixdoUars. 

They do not intermarry with the Am- 
boynefe, but marry amongft each other ; and 
if it happen that they are in want of wo- 
men, they take Macaffer or Bouginefe girls 
for concubines. 

In the month of April of the year 1775, a 
Chinefe youth came purpofely from Batavia 
to Amboynot to marry the daughter of one 
of his countrymen who was fettled here, and 
was a man of property. I went to fee the 
ceremonies that were made ufe of; I came 
too late to fee the beginning of them, which, 
I was told, confifted principally in the throw- 
ing backwards and forwards of an egg into 
the wine fleeves of the bridegroom and of 
the bride. I found them both fitting next to 
each other in a parlour, with their eyes fixed 

on 
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on the ground, as if meditating on what had 
been done, without ipeaking a word to, or 
looking at each other. An oblong little 
table Hood before them, covered with red 
filk, which W’as embroidered with flowers 
of gold ; upon it were let, before each of 
them, a little cup with tea, and three or 
four little china dilhes with confedtionary 
and boiled birds’ nefts. The bridal bed was 
in the fame apartment ; it was likewife hung 
round with red filk } but there was a parti- 
tion made in it, feparating the place where 
the bridegroom was to lie, from that of the 
bride j the former, however, occupied about 
two-thirds of the bed. The bride, who was 
a plump jolly maiden, nearly white, and 
pretty enough, wore a robe of red filk, with 
long, and wide fleevesj a chain of gold hung 
round her neck, and down upon her bofom : 
on her head Ihe wore a black bonnet, taper- 
ing upwards to a point, and adorned with 
three rows of jewels. The bridegroom was 
drelTed in a fimilar robe of blue filk and cot- 
ton. They both kept their arms and hands 
conftantly tucked into the fleeves. When 
the bridegroom Hood up, he did it lb flowly 
and cautioufly, and without moving his eyes 

in 



C 374 ] 

in tfee leaft, that he appeared perfc£lly like 
an image of wax, or an automaton moved 
by invilible naechanifm. 

The young couple were forced to endure 
the repetition of this tedious ceremony for 
three fuceefiive days, and always in fight of 
their nuptial bed, before they were allowed 
to perform the efl'entiai rites of marriage. 

There are ftill many deicendants of the 
Portuguefe here, who, when their country- 
men were forced to give up the dominion of 
the ifland to ours, chofe to remain under the 
government of the Dutch, 

The principal Aroboyncle Chriftians ftiU 
bear Portuguefe names, which their ancef^ 
tors received at their baptifm; but the Por- 
tuguefe language is lefs ipoken here, than in 
any other part of India, and the number o£ the 
abovbmentioned defeendants of Portuguefe is 
not large. 

Our countrymen who, in the year 1605, 
under the command of their admiral Ste- 
phen VAN DER Hagen, took the caftle of 
ViBoria, which was the chief fettlement of 
the Portuguefe upon the ifland, are now here 
ablblute mafters, as well over the peninfulas 
of Ziudi Ley timor» as over the Ultqffers^ 

which 
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which comprehends the iflands of Oma^ JEto- 
nimoa, Nouja, and Malaria, and likewife 
over Mantpa, Kelang, Bonoa, the north coaft 
of Bouro, Little Ceram or Hoewamoehil, and 
ibme places on Great Ceram i although a 
great part of the laft century was elapled 
before they were in full pcfleffion of the 
coaft of Hitoe, as well as of Little Ceram, on 
account of the oppofition they met with 
from the Quimelahas, ox Ternatefe gover- 
nors, the king of ’Ternate looking upon part 
of thefe countries as his territory ; and from 
the four chiefs of Hitoe, who refuled to be 
deprived of their independance, and openly 
refifted the arms of the Company. But thefe 
obftacles being now removed, the Company 
have little more to do than to oppofe the at- 
tempts of foreign nations, and to prevent a 
clandeftine trade with them, of which I fliall 
fay more hereafter. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Government at AuiovyK A. — Com/el of Polity. — Re- 
venues of the Govemers. — Vice-Govemor. — Com- 
tnandant of the Military.— -Rejident of Hi la. — 
Chief of Separopa. — Fifeal. — Chief of Ha- 
RO0KO. — RefdentofLA^xs.n. — Chiefs u/Bop- 
RO, and Manipa. — Other Servants of the Com- 
pany. — jGlewance to the Company's Servants cut 
of the Crop of Cloves.-— Repartition of it among 
them. — Council of Jufiice. — Great Influence of the 
Governor. — Shameful Ahufes. — Inflame of unex- 
ampled Cruelty and hjuflice, — Other Courts or 
Boards. — Clergymen and Ecclefiaflical Matters. 

The general adminillration of the afiair? 
of this province is veiled in a governor, who 
is appointed by the council of India, and is 
commonly one of the fecretaries of the 
council, or one of the Company’s fervants 
at other out-fadories; the feeond has feldom 
fucceeded to the command, the reaibn of 
which I am ignorant of. 

A council is appointed to ailift the gover- 
nor, confiding of the firft qualified Icrvants 

of 
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of the Company, whofe advice and concur- 
rence he is bound to have, in planning, ar- 
ranging, and executing all matters of im- 
portance, as is the cafe in all the out- fac- 
tories ; but in how far the power of the go- 
vernor is hereby clrcumfcribed, is eafily dc- 
ducible from the confideration, that he pof- 
fefles the power of difmiffing the counfellors 
from the Company’s fervice, and fending 
them to Batavia^ where it does not often 
happen that a fuperior is caft in any difputc 
with an inferior ; and the injured party fel- 
dom finds either redrefs or confblation, un- 
lefs he have powerful friends to make intcrefi; 
in his behalf. Befides that fuch a governor 
is able by a thoufand different means, and in 
indiredl ways, to treat fuch as he is difpleafed 
with, in fb mortifying a manner, and to 
purtail their income and emoluments to fuch 
a degree, that they would rather thank 
heaven to be out of his hands. 

But this evil has, alas ! been of long 
Banding; it will always be one of the moft 
corroding cankers thatconfume the vitals of 
the Company, and will at lafl bring the fb-* 
ciety to deftruClion. 

The revenues of a governor at .dmboyna 

being 
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being but fmall, on account of the little trade 
which is carried on here, and the confequent 
extreme degree of fraud and oppreffion that 
prevailed herb, induced the government at 
Bataviay with the approbation of the direc- 
tors at home„ to come to a refolution in the 
year 1755, to provide againft the growing 
evil i and they therefore determined to give 
the governor a yearly additional allowance 
of fix thoufand rixdollars, or fourteen thou- 
fand four hundred guilders 

This, added to other emoluments which 
long prefenption has legalized, is fufficient 
to enable the governor to live according to 
his rank, without his being obliged to put 
fudi means in pradlice, as one of the gover- 
nors, whofe name I lhall not here mention, 
nfed to employ to double his revenues. 

The vice-governor, or fecond perfon in 
rank, is a fenior merchant, and at the fame 
time head-adminiftrator, filling likewife, as 
is the cuftom in all the out-fadlories, the 
office o.f commercial book-keeper : he is allb 
prefident of the council of juftice, and of the 
oiphan-chamber. 


Aboiit xjooL Sterling. T. 
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The third in rank is the commandant of 
the military, who has the rank, title, and 
pay of captain. He is the chief of all the 
troops in the whole province, the- promotion 
of all the fubaltern officers ufed formerly to 
be folely effected at his recommendation ; 
but the advantages of this office were confi- 
derably curtailed by Mr. * * *, who even 
publicly fold the places of ferjeants and cor- 
porals in the military, for fifty, or one hun- 
dred rix-dollars, both to the Amboynefeand 
to the Europeans, without the commandant 
daring to complain of his proceedings ; and 
it now yields but a poor fubfiftcnce. 

Upon this officer follows, the chief or re- 
iident of Hila, who has the greateft part of 
the north coaft of Hitoe, and Little Ceram 
floewamoehil, under his management; next 
to Saparoua, his diftrifl is the moft famous 
for the colleftion of cloves ; he has a good 
income, and the rank of merchant. 

The fifth in order is the chief of Sapa-> 
roua\ this fadlory lies in the ifland Honimoa: 
not only that ifland, but alfo Noujfa laut^ and 
part of Great Ceram belong to his jurifdidion. 
The firft-named iflands are very iertiie, and 
yield more than half the annual quantity of 

cloves 
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cloves which are gathered in the province. 
The income of this refident is computed to 
yield only in amount to that of the governor. 

Next follows the fifcal, who is equally a 
merchant in rank ; his duty, as every where, 
is to take care that the property of the Com- 
pany be not injured': he has likewife a con- 
cluding vote in the council of polity. 

The fixth is thS chief of Maroekoy upon 
the ifland of Oma^ to which alfb belongs a 
part of Ceram: he is generally a junior 
merchant. 

The feventh is the chief of Larike. This 
factory ftands on the Ibuth-weft coaft of 
the land of Hitoe, and the ifland of Am- 
blauWy which formerly belonged to Boura, 
has lately been put under the jurildiiaion of 
Larike. 

The Soldyboekbottder^ paymafter, or garri- 
Ibn book-keeper, is the eighth ; who is, at 
the fame time Curator ad lites^ and pre- 
fident of the board of controul over mar- 
riages. 

Thefe eight, together with the Hioinkelier^ or 
purveyor, who, as well as the laft-mentionc4 
officers, is a junior merchant, make the 
nine, who are appointed as a council ©f po- 
lity 
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lity to watch over the interefts of the Com- 
pany in conjun6tion with the governor. 

They have a fecretary, who has aifo the 
rank of junior merchant. 

Upon thele follow the refidents of Bouro 
and Manipa, the cafhier, the fecretary of 
the council of, juft ice, who is at the lame 
time firft clerk in the office of the fecretary 
of the council of polity, the Ntgotk, en Sol- 
dy-overdraagers, or the writers of the com- 
mercial and military ledgers, who are all book- 
keepers in rank ; and laftly, the comptroller 
of equipment, who had before the rank of 
fea-lieu tenant, but now that of lea-captain. 

To this province further belong four lieu- 
tenants of the military, and eleven enfigns. 

In order to afford a better means of lub- 
fiftence to all thele placemen, a yearly re- 
partition is made among them, according to 
their relpedhve ranks, out of the annual 
crop of cloves ; and I lubjoiii a ftatement of 
the repartition which was made in the year 
1755, agreeable to the regulation eftablifli- 
cd by the government at Batavia, on the 
3111 of May of the lame year, which will 
at the ^me time give an idea of the quantity 
of cloves annually colledled, viz, 

Jn 
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In the Year 1755 
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This method certainly gives a confiderable 
fupport to the iiiperior lervants of the Com- 
pany, and it is not at the charge of the Com- 
pany, for it is the natives who pay it, and 
who arc, at the fame time, as it is laid, well 
latisfied with it; for they- were formerly fb 
much defrauded in the weights of the cloves 
they furnifhed by the chiefs of the leveral 
fadories, that it is beyond belief, without 
the Company deriving any advantage from 
it ; wherefore the fupreme government, not 
knowing how to do otherwile to prevent 
the extortion of their fervants, put the mat- 
ter upon the prefent footing ; by which it is 
fettled, that of every hundred bhar cloves 
furniihed by the natives, only eighty fhali be 
delivered to the Company, while the other 
twenty are to form the perquifites of their 
fervants, who, however, are obliged to fell 
their cloves to the Company at the feme 
price paid to the natives. In addition to 
this, the council of juftice and the fifcal are 
ftriflly enjoined to watch againft ail in- 
juftice, or fraud, on the receipt and weigh- 
ing of the cloves colledled, in order that 
any infradlion of their regulations in this re- 
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iped may meet with an exemplary punifli- 
ment. 

The council of juftice confiffcs of the 
fecond, as prefident, and fix members, whfl 
generally aflcmble every fortnight, in a lower 
apartment of the ftadhoufe, or townhall. AU 
civil and criminal caufes are decided here ; 
but in the former, an appeal can be made to 
the council of juftice at Batavia', and the 
execution of fentences in the latter, may be 
fufpended by the governor ; yet if he ap- 
prove them, whether they condemn the 
culprit to death, or to other corporal punilh- 
ment, they are carried into execution ; ex- 
cepting, however, when the delinquent has 
the rank of merchant, and he is then lent 
up to Batavia, with tlie papers relative to 
the profecution, and copy of his lentence; 
as is equally the cale in all the other out- 
fadories. 

Although by an exprefe command of the 
fupreme government, the governor here may 
not intermeddle in any matters which come 
under the cognizance of the council of jufi* 
tice, farther than to approve, or lufpend, 
their fentences in criminal cafes, yet feme 

of 
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©f them arrogate to themfelves fo fnuch 
power in this fefpedi^ that, in the fame 
manner as in the council of polity, they 
force a conformation to their will, or bid 
open defiance to juftice and honefty, if the 
members of the council refiife to abet their 
iniquity. 

How much focver juftice may be adml- 
niftered here with feverity towards the in* 
ferior claifes, it is a lamentable ciixum- 
ftance, and as worthy of abhorrence as it 
is notorious, that the greateft and moft 
fhameful crimes of perfons of high rank, 
or of favourites, remain unnoticed and un* 
punilhed. I fliall adduce one inftance of 
this rank abufe of authority, from which a 
judgment receding others may be formed. 

The chief of a certain fadlory upon one 
of the adjacent iflands, having for fome 
time beheld, with eyes of defire, a young girl, 
fcarcely fourteen years of age, and remarka- 
bly beautiful, who had been adopted by a 
perfon at Amboyna, and brought up in his 
own houfe, gave him and his family an in- 
vitation to pay him a vifit. The man ac- 
cepted it with confidence and pleafure, and 
went thither with his wife, his daughter, 

and 
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«nd this girl. When, in the evening, the 
guefts retired to reft, it was fo arranged by 
their hoft, that the objed of his licentious 
purfuit was coududled to a bed in a diftant 
and Iblitary apartment; there being, as it 
was pretended, no beds, or room, in or near 
thofe occupied by her friends. 

In the dead of the night, when all, but the 
wakeful eyes of luft, were doled in deep re- 
pofe, this wretch ftole to the apartment of 
the innocent maid, w'hom he had thus in- 
veigled into his fnares, and completed bis 
long-concerted fcheme of viJlany, by the 
Booft brutal violation of her charms. The 
poor vidim of his luft was found, the next 
morning, bathed in tears j and fcarcely 
knowing that fhe was undone, related the 
whole exadl^ as it happened. The per- 
petrator of this deed of violence moft ftrenu- 
oufly denied the accufation ; but he pre-. 
tended, that he very well knew who was 
the ravilher; it was, he faid, one of his 
flaves, an Amboynele, who had fretjuently 
before made ufe of his mafter’s name to at- 
tain his purpofe, and cover his enormities. 
Neither the ftrong denial of the flavc, nor 
the moft folemn affeverations of the girl, 

that 
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that the mailer, and no one elfe, had per- 
petrated the bafe adiion of the night, couid 
ought avail ; the monfter added murder to 
rape ; and the wretched flave was tied upj, 
and whipped fo unmercifully and inceffantly, 
that he expired in a few minutes. 

As this man was a gentleman of rank, 
and one of the particular minions of the 
governor, the matter was never enquired 
into, and all reports concerning it were 
fmothered as much as poffible. 

A kind of provincial court is like wife 
eftabliihed here, confifting in part of the 
Company’s fervants, and in part of the 
heads of feme negrees, of whom the rajahs 
oi Nouff’anivel zxidi Soya are the firft, and 
follow in rank upon the members of the 
council of polity. 

The governor likewife convokes from 
time to time an affembly of the native 
chiefs, in which he makes fech orders pub- 
lic as he may have received from the go- 
vernment at Batavia, or which he may 
think neceflary, and commands them to fee 
them executed ; for example, when a cer- 
tain number of clove-trees are to be planted 
•r deftroyed, and other fimilar matters. 

Befidcs 
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Befides thefe, there are aft orphan-cham- 
iber, a court of affignees for bankrupt or in- 
tcftate eftates, a board of controul over mar- 
riages, and a court of common pleas. 

The number of clergymen belonging to 
this government, is, I believe, when com- 
plete, lix viz. four at the chief fettlemcnt 
and fort of Nem FiSioriat one at Hila, and 
one at S^poura ; but when I was there, there 
was but one, the others being gone on a 
church-vifitation to Banda, and the louth- 
weftern iflands belonging to that govern- 
ment. 

He that remained had been for a long 
time a journeyman -bricklayer in the province 
of Gilderland ; but thb trade not fucceeding 
to his liking, he went out, in the year 1769, 
as krankbezoeier -f- to India ; and, together 
with feveral others, he was fent back to 
Holland, at the expence of Governor van 

* On looking into the memorial of Governor Mossei., 
rcfpe<fling the general Hate of India, of the 30th November, 
1733, I perceive that the number of clergymen, in the pro- 
vince of Amhoyna, was then fettled at three, S, 
f Krmhkzoeker is perfectly fynonimous with %telmirwjt€r^ 
for an ejcplanation rf which term fee the note to page 515^ of 
the fifft volnme; ths former is literally a vijitar of the fek^ 
xkhmrtej/ler m a ftbe fch 
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DER Parra, to be fitted for taking orders, 
and he had returned the preceding year as a 
qualified divine, and had.lhortly afterwards 
been lent to Amboynay where there was little 
likelihood of his evangelical miffion being 
remarkably exemplary, or fuccefsfuh 

As this peribn did not underftand the 
Malay language, and had allb very little in- 
clination to attain it, the divine lervice at 
prefent admin iftered in the Malay church, 
was confined to the reading of a fertnon, 
written in that language, which was effe&cd 
by a krankbezoekevy who performed the office 
of clerk, and who was, as the abovemen- 
tioned clergyman was pleafed to fay, when 
he had been fcarccly a day or two at Am^ 
boynay the only religious man on the i{land» 
However uncharitable and rafh the expref. 
fion of this opinion was, it is, however, a; 
fafit, that I met with very few people here 
who had a tolerable knowledge of the doc- 
trines of the reformed religion, or even of 
the moral duties prefcribed by it. 

There is a very confiderable number of 
nominal chriftians, and who have received 
baptifm, as well on the peninfulas of Leyti- 
mor^ as at other places. By an annotation 

in 
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in a refblutioB of the council of polity at 
jimboyna, o( tixe iith of March, 1774, it 
appeared, that the reverend Mr. van Ein- 
BEUG found, on a church-vilitation (which 
he had, however, by feme obftacles, been 
prevented from completing), in a part only of 
the places belonging to this government, the 
number of 21,124 nominal chriftians, but 
only 843 church-members. 

The luperftitious relpedt which thele no- 
minal chriftians pay to our clergymen, and 
a few outward figns of religion, are the 
principal marks by which they are diftin- 
guilhed from the reft of their countrymen. 

Befides the regular clergy, there are 
hezoekers^ and likewife ftationary and itiner- 
ant fchoolmafters, who are all paid by the 
Company, and inftrufl the children of the 
Amboynefe in reading, writing, and plal- 
mody, for which purpofe a'fchool is efta- 
bliftied in every negree, to which each in- 
habitant lends his children free of expcnce. 
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CHAPTER VL 


She Europeans at Amboyna. — T^eir Mode of Liv- 
ing. — The Women. — Brejs. — Sedan-chairs. — Ac~ 
count of the Town. — Streets. — Churches. — Stad- 
houfe, or Townhall.—Hujpital. — Houfes. — Springs. 
—Rivers. — Garden of the Governor. — Fortrejs of 
New Victoria. — Its Advantages and BefeEls. 
— Natural Strength of the Bay. — Propojals for 
new Fortifications . — Other little Forts in this Pro- 
vince. — Buildings in the Cafile -, not yet completed. 
Expence of the EreTion of the Fort, &c. 

The number of Europeans, at leaft of 
thofb who have any quality in the fervice of 
the Company, is lb Ibaall, that little can, in 
general, be faid with relpcdt to any peculiar 
mode of living they may obferve. One 
thing, however, is immediately an objcdl of 
remark to ft rangers, and that is, that in the 
forenoon, more ftrong liquor is drank, either 
arrack or geneva, than at Batavia, or in the 
weft of India; though at Macajfer it is 
almoft the lame; ten or twelve drams is 

not 
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not an uncommon whet in a morning at 
Amboyna ; and on fetting down to dinner^ a 
glafs of fpirits is the firft thing prefentcd to 
the guefts, to jftrengthen the ftomach, and 
raife an appetite. 

I found little pleafure or Ibciability here ; 
which, I was told, was to be afcribed to the 
late governor, whofe diftruftful teniper made 
him look upon all focial meetings with jea- 
louly ; this did not feem improbable to me, 
as I found that a Ihdrt time before he left the 
iflaiid, and when he was not an objedl of ap' 
prehcnfion or hope, as before, both focial in- 
tercourfc, and innocent gaiety, became daily 
more prevalent, which afforded much latif- 
fadlion to the new governor. 

The common Europeans, both foldiers 
and mechanics, have very little opportunity 
of earning any money here, and their pay 
affords them little elfe than fago, and at 
moft rice, with a little fifh, for food, and 
water, or arrack, for drink. The 

ibldiers make a very fhabby appearance j 
their uniform is made of blue linen, and 
hangs in tatters about them ; without fhoes 
or ftockings ; excepting, indeed, the body- 
guards of the governor : they attend the 

parade 
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parade barefooted, and are badly dilciplined: 
to this pidlure may be added, an unhealthy, 
dropfical, and feeble habit of body, occa- 
(ioned by the immoderate ufe of Jagwire, to 
which, too, is attributed the circumftance of 
their all having fwoln and ulcerated legs; 
though this latter complaint is as rife among 
the lailors and mechanics, as among the 
military : their number is never complete, 
notwithftanding the fopplies that are fent 
every year from Batmiia, 

There are very few women here, born of 
European fathers and mothers ; but there 
are a great number of a mixed race, as 
many Europeans take Indian women for 
concubines, whofe children are afterwards 
legitimated, and incorporated into the Euro- 
pean nation*. 

Married women live here very retired ; they 
do not often mix in company with the men, 
aiid ftill more feldom enter into converfation 

» At Jmhynaj the children of European fathers, and Indjaa 
mothers, are eaikd who are of an olive complexion ; 

the children of z Mi xike and an European, are called 
and thofe of a Foeftke and an European, are CaJHcm^ who arg 
nearly as fair as Europeans ; after which no diftin^ion is made, 
but the children proceeding from further unions are reckoned 
ajnaong the Europeans. 
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with them j every thing that is addrefled to 
them is anfwered by a fingle atHrmative, or 
negative. I was told, that being always ae- 
cuftomed to fpeak the Malay tongue, they 
felt awkward, and were apprehcnfivc of 
exprefling themfelves wrong in the Dutch ; 
yet I obferved the lame referve, and want 
of power to carry on a converfadon, when 
they were fpeaking in the Malay language, 
as when they were addreffed in Dutch. 
Society is, then, here divided into male and 
female, by which, in my opinion, all com- 
pare is rendered dull* formal, and diiagree- 
able. 

The drefs of the ladies is like that of thofe 
at Batavia. The men drefs in the Euro- 
pean falhion, with this peculiarity however, 
that the greatefl: contrail: in colours is fought 
after, for inflance, blue filk breeches, with 
fcarlet waillcoat, and black or dark brown 
coats, and vice verfa^ 

No carriages are feen here ; indeed, there 
are no roads fit for them, for the country is 
every where both mountainous and rocky, 
lo that it can even fcarcely be traverfed on 
horfeback. A Ibrt’of ledan-chairs are made 
ufe of, in the room of carriages, with which 

the 
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the Amboynefe run up and down the tnoft 
dangerous paths in the mountains, without 
there being hardly a fingle example of their 
letting them fall, or overturning them. 

The town of Amboynat if a place with- 
out gates or wails may deferve that name, 
lies on the peninfula of heytimor, at the 
northweft fide, abouf half way between the 
point of Noujfanvbel and the pafs of Bague- 
nvalaf in a floping plain, at the foot of the 
mountains of Soya^ which furround it be- 
hind, and end at the Rooden-herg, or Red- 
hill, about two hundred and twenty roods, 
E.N.E. from the caftle. 

The town itfelf, without the adjacent 
negrees, which may be confidered as fiib- 
urbs, forms an oblong, irregular fquare, 
bounded by the Bato gadja, or Elephant's 
river, on one fide, and the Way tomo on the 
Other. According to the plan of the town, 
made and delineated in the year 1718, 
fince which time no material alterations 
have been made in it, its length is full 
three hundred roods, from n.e. to s.w. and 
its breadth full one hundred, from the bay, 
foutheaftward. 

The interfedtions, called fireets, crofs 

each 
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each other at right angles; many of them 
are pretty wide, but none of them are 
paved. 

Of the public buildings, the Dutch and 
Malay churches were both much damaged 
and nearly deftroyed by the violent earth- 
quake of the year 1755, the foi^mer in fb 
far, that it was forced to be wholly pulled 
down, in order to be entirely rebuilt; in 
this work, however, little progrefs had been 
made, when I was there, and lervice was, 
in the mean time, performed under a- feed, 
built of gabhe gabhas, and covered with 
atop : the Malay church was fplit in fuch a 
manner from top to bottom, that for many 
years it has not been feafiblc to perform 
any fervice in it, which is now done, on 
Sunday afternoon, in the feed appointed to 
ferve as a fubftitute for the Dutch church. 

The JiadhouJe^ or townhall, is likewife an 
old and ruinous building; behind it is a large 
fquare area, round which arc many little 
apartments, which ferve for places of con- 
finement for prifoners. 

The hofpital Hands juft out of the town, 
on the other fide of xhe Way tomo. It was 
entirely rebuilt a few years ago. Near it 

■ ’ is : 
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is a houfe appointed for the refideiice of the 
fuperintendant of the hofpital. This hof- 
pital is one of the beft, and fitteft for the 
purpofe, belonging to our Company, which 
I have feen in India : the building is a very 
good one, the fick are well treated in it, 
and by the excellent attention of the prefent 
fuperintendant, Mr. Hengeveld, they arc 
kept extremely clean and neat. 

The houle of the governor, which was 
formerly the Company’s cloth-warehoufo, 
and is llill known by that name in their 
books, has not much to recommend it; its 
appearance is mean, and there are few, and 
thofe very indifferent, rooms in it. 

The houfes are, in general, of one ftory, 
many of them are built of wood, and al- 
moft all are covered with atap ; this mode 
of building is adopted becaufo of the dread- 
ful and frequent earthquakes to which this 
country is fubjedl. The houfes are com- 
modious enough, according to the cuftom 
of the country, but have not a very ele- 
gant appearance. Inftead of glafe, frames 
of matted cane are ufed for the fake of 
air, and likewife I believe not a little in 
order to fave expence, Moft of them have 

little 
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little gardens, or large fquare yards behind 
them, in which there is commonly a well of 
very good water. 

Springs are very numerous here ; going 
only along the ftiores of the bay, and {coop- 
ing, where there is the leaft bit of beach, a 
little hole with one’s hand in the fand, it is 
immediately filled with fweet freih water, 
and that even fometimes at no greater dif- 
tance than five or fix feet from the fait 
water. This owes its cauie, in all proba- 
bility, to the nature of the foil, which is 
every where porous and fandy, and imbibes 
the rain almoft as ibon as it has fallen : I 
have feen that in moft places, after the. 
moft inceffant and violent rains, which laft- 
ed for three days, and raifed torrents of 
water rulhing through the town, there have 
been no vifible marks left, at the end of 
only two hours, of its having rained at all : 
and I was aifured that it was exadlly the 
fame cafe, when the rains continued for 
three or four weeks, as frequently happened 
during the bad monlctons. 

Ttie rivers which run along or through 
the town, or the adjacent negrees, are, the 
Bato gadja^ or Elephant's river j the Way 

tomo. 
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tomo, which runs between the town, to the, 
s-W. and the negrees Soya and Mandhtka, to 
the N.E. } the Way nifoe, which divides the 
negree of Italong in two j and the Way 
atlat, which runs between this laft and the 
Moorifh negree. 

The three firft have their fource in the 
mountains of Soya, and the laft defeends 
chiefly from the Roodenberg. 

I have before obferved that theft rivers, 
in the good monfoons, or dry ftafons, can 
only be looked upon as little rivulets, moift- 
cning but a ftnall part of their beds ; . but 
that in the bad monfoons, or rainy fea- 
fons, they fwell up to a confiderable height, 
and run with fuch force and rapidity, upon 
the rain continuing any time, that they carry 
away all before them, and even the bridges 
which are built over them. 

Juft above the town, upoit the Bafo gadja, 
a garden has been laid out, and a good houft 
built, by Governor van der Stel, at the 
expence of the Company, which very much 
rcfcmbles that called Vergleegen, which his 
brother, when governor at the Cape of Good 
Hopet made in Hottentot Holland, alft» at the 

expence 
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cxpencc of the Company. This is the only 
garden of coafideration that I faw at 
boynat though there are, here and there, a 
few others, which arc called gardens, but 
which fblely confift of a wood of fago-trccs, 
and a plantation of cocoanut- trees ; that, 
however, of Hafhe excepted, which at pre- 
fent belongs to the engineer Van Wagner, 
and which may be called a handfome piece 
-of ground for Amboyna. 

As the keeping of the firftmentioned gar- 
den was a confidcrable annual expence to 
the Company, the government at Batavia 
thought fit, in the year 1769, to transfer 
the feme to the governor for the time be- 
ing, for a certain film of money, for which 
his fucceflbr is obliged, in his turn, to take 
it over : Mr. van der V— — paid, if I am 
not miftaken, two thoufand rixdollars * for 
it, to the Company. 

Near it is a mcnagery, in which are kept, 
among others, feme very beautiful fpeckled 
deer. 

The governors generally refide at this 
place, when there is nothing to call for their 

^ AbolU ftcriing, T. 
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pfefence at the town, or when there arc no 
fliips in the bay. 

The chief, if not the only fortrefs, which 
the Company have at Amboynaj is the caftle 
or fort ; which, after it was rebuilt, was 
called Nenio ViBoriay as the old fort called 
which had been erected by the 
Portuguefe, being an oblong fquare, with 
four baftions, was fo much damaged by the 
earthquake of the year 1755, that it was 
thought more eligible to build an entire 
new fort, than to repair the old one. 

It ftands dole to the waterfide, a little to 
the weft of the mouth of the Way NitoCy and 
exadly oppolite to the road, where fhips 
commonly lie at anchor. 

I took much pains to procure a plan of it, 
but the ftrid: integrity of the prefent a6iing 
engineer, Mr. H. E. von Wagner, was 
proof again ft the fblicitations of friend fhip, 
and however much, in other things, he 
proved both willing and anxious to give 
me every teftimony of his inclination to 
sender me fervice, I could not, in this in- 
ftance, perfuade him to lend me a plan of 
the fort for ever fo fhort a time, in order 
to take a copy of it ; I cannot therefore fay 

any 
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any thing refpefling the dimenfions of the 
works, and fliali only defcribe the general 
appearance of the fort. 

Its fhape is very irregular ; on the land- 
fide, it has three entire and one demi- 
baftion, which, with their curtains, form 
part of a regular heptagon ; on the water- 
fide, there are two baftions, in the curtain 
between which (lands the Watergate, in 
the fame manner, as the landgate open 
) between the two oppolite baftions, on the 

landlide. 

I The curtain, or battery, which runs north 

from the eafternmoft land-baftion, is met 
by a fimilar one coming from the eaftern- 
moft fea-baftion, making an obtuie angle 
of between 90° and 100°, fo that the line 
of defence of the face of the eafternmoft 
land-baftion runs exaftly upon this angle ; 
and the flanks of thefe baftions are there- 
fore without defence, which is an unparr 
donable fault in the firft conftrudlion of the 
fort, as the nature of the ground did not 
require this irregular mode of fortification : 
JMr. VON Wagner intended to remedy this 
fault, as much as poffible, by making a de- 
tached baftion before the angle made by the 

\ t wo • 
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two battericsj by which thefe two flanks 
would be defended. 

From the demi-baftlon, on the weft fide, 
a battery runs northward, and being met 
by another coming from the wefternmbft 
fea-baftion, they form together an inverted 
obtufe angle. 

The fea-baftions, which are liable to be 
attacked by the greateft force, are carried 
up fomcwhat higher, and are rather larger 
than the others; they are covered with 
bonnets in the middle of their faces, in or- 
der to be the better provided againft an en- 
filade. 

A horn work extends before thefe baftions, 
and covers the curtain between them j its 
projedling angles command the ftiore both 
above and below the caftle, by which a land- 
ing any where near it is rendered very dif- 
ficult, if not impoftible. 

All thefe works are built of brick, for 
which purpofe many brickkihis have been 
ereded here, where very good bricks are 
made. 

They were then about making a covered- 
way, to begin from the flank of the weftern 

fea- 
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iea-baftion, and to run round the fortrefs to 
the other fide of the eaftern fea-baftion. 

The whole is encircled by a wet ditch, 
■which is the fame that formerly run round 
the outworks of the old fort. 

This is certainly the befi: fortification be- 
longing to the Company, that I have feen, 
in India. Yet it is, by no means, favour- 
ably fituated, on account of the near neigh- 
bourhood of the Roodenbergy and the low- 
nels of its fcite, by which, in my opinion, 
it would not be able to make any long or 
cfFedual refinance, if the enemy were once 
landed, and could get their artillery on fliore, 
fo as to ered batteries on the furrounding 
heights. 

The fame defed occurs likewife on the 
fide that looks towards the bay j for fliips, if 
properly moored, can enfilade moft of the 
lines of defence, at high water ; the water 
rifing here, in fpring tides, full ten feet;, 
and the hornwork, which is full one-half 
lower than the main body of the place, is 
Gonfequently ftill more expofed. 

I purpofely add the fuppofition that the 
Ih^s be properly moored ; for the greateft 

ftrength 
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jftrength of the place refts upon the im- 
pradicability of bringing fliips to attack it 
in a proper fituation. As there is no an- 
choring-ground except ciofe to the Ihore, 
the fliips are expofed to the fire of forty or 
fifty pieces of heavy artillery long before 
they are able to let go their anchors, and 
put fprings upon their cables, in order to 
haul the veflels round ; and all this, is not 
fo eafily done under fiich a fire, if the ar- 
tillery upon the batteries be but well ferved. 

The nature of the bay too, the pre vail- 
ing: winds which blow here, and the calms 
which are not unfrequent, together with 
the ftrong currents fetting continually in 
and out of the bay, are formidable obfta- 
cles to prevent fliips from forming their 
attack, whilft under fail, and muffh more 
from making good a landing here ; for 
which reafon a landing mufl: be attempted 
at a more convenient place, which might 
perhaps be found, either in the bight near 
Hamahoefe, or m Portuguefe hzy. 

And, although the old fort of FiSioria is 
not to be compared, in point of ftrength, to 
the prefent one; I do not believe that bur 
people would ever have fucceeded, in the 

year 
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year 1605, in getting polleffion of Amboynaf 
or rather of the peuinfula of Leytimor, sX.- 
tacking it, at leaft, as they did, at this place, 
had the Portugueie defended this lettlement 
with the lame bravery as they did their other 
poffeffions, and not given it up in lb cow- 
ardly a manner. 

There is another great defcdl, at leaft it 
appeared in that light to me, namely, the 
great extent of the fort. It is fo large, that 
if all the works were to be properly man- 
ned, all the military to be found here, would 
fcarcely be fufficient to defend one half of 
them. Moreover, no lefs than a hundred 
pieces of cannon are requifite to provide all 
the batteries as they ought to be, and there 
are no more than fifty or fixty cannoneers in 
the whble province. 

In order to fortify the bay ftill more, the 
engineer. Von Wagner, has propofed to 
ereft two new batteries, viz. one, a Ihort 
mile Ibuthweft of ViBoria, at the mouth of 
the Elephanls-xivtr^ to command the part 
of the bay, called the Vrymans, or free mer- 
chants' road, and to be able to rake the, 
Ihips which may lie to the weftward of tlie 
caftle i and another upon the point of the 

Laha, 
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Jjaha^ for which all Ihips coming np the 
bay muft fleer in a flrait dire6tion, in order 
to keep clofe in with the windward fliore ; 
which propofal has met with the approba- 
tion of the fupreme government at Batavia, 
Perhaps another battery near or upon the 
point of Alangi would be of flill greater 
utility, for Ihips entering the bay mull 
equally fleer flrait for, and .very clofe along, 
it, in . order not to be in danger of being 
driven to leeward of the bay, by the cur- 
rents. 

I did not fee any of the other little forts 
which the Company have at Hila, SaJ>oura, 
Haroukoj and Larike ; but, according to the 
information I received refpedting them, they 
are of little confequence, and at moft ftrong 
enough to keep the natives in awe*. 

The 

^ The other forts in this province^ are : upon the iliand of 
Amhoyna, Fort Amficrdam^ which mounts iixteen guns, at 
Hila\ Fort Rotterdam^ zt Larike* th.tTtAoxihtMiddldurg^ at die 
Fqfs (f Baguemialai and a fmail trianguiar fart imzx Omen.% 
called Flujhing j upon the pallifadoed fort 

mounting fourteen iron guns; upon Mani^a^ the redoubt 
WantrouWf or Dijirufi^ of the fame force ; upon BoenuamoehiJ^ 
Fort Hardenherg at Camlelh,^ and Fort Otserhurg at Loehoe^ 
upon Limjfalaut^ a fmail redoubt of four guns, called Bever^ 
5 upon Bxmmaa^ the redoubt Velfen^ having five guns, at 

the 
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The buildings within the Fort of New 
ViBoria are not yet all finiftied; there are, 
however, already two powder-magazines, 
the rice and fpice-warehoufes, the naval 
ftorehoufe, the provifion - warehoufe, the 
dwelhnghoufe of the comptroller of equip- 
ment, and the guardhoufe at the landgate ; 
but no beginning has yet been made with 
the government-houfc, or the dwellings for 
the fenior merchant, and the captain com- 
mandant of the military j the Watergate is 
likewife not entirely completed. 

Mr. VAN DER V- — - told me, that the 
eredlion of this fortrefs had already coft the 
Company two millions of gilders* ; but the 
engineer. Von Wagner, ftated the ex- 
pence of it confiderably lower. 

the point of Tetawaroe^ the redoubt Ddft^ of fix guns, at Po % 
and Fort Ihmrfieede at Sapmra ; and upon Oma^ Fort Zedandia 
at Haraulo, The capture of Amhoyna and Banda by the Eng- 
lilh, will afford opportunities to us of becoming fully ac- 
quainted with every particular refpeding thofe remote but 
valuable and interefting fettlements. It is to be hoped that 
fame of the gentlemen of the navy or army who went upon 
that expedition, will favour the public with an account of thefe 
acquifitions ; men of genius and obfervation are not wanting 
either among our naval or military officers, and a narrative of 
the expedition alluded to, may not only be faid to be defired, 
but alfo to be expefted, from feme of Iherr* P* 

* About tSijSOoi ftcrling. T. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Clove-trade. — Endeavours of the Butch to re- 
tain it exclusively to themjdves. — Attemps of the 
Englijh to farticipate in it. — Garrifons and Efta- 
hli^ment at Amboyna. — Profits^ and Charges of 
this Province. — Reflections on the Clove-trade . — 
Large Stock of Cloves. — Endeavoured to he dimi- 
nijhed hy Extirpations y and ly burning great 
^entities. — The Hongitogt, or yearly Expedition 
of the Governor round Ceram, Earthquake 
at Amboyna. 

The chief, if not the foie, advantage 
derived to the Company from the poffeflion 
of Amboyna and its dependencies, is the col- 
ledion of cloves, and the mattery of this 
article to the exclufion of all other nations, 
by which they are enabled, at pleafure, to 
raife, or lower, the price. 

This gave rife, at an early period, after 
the conqueft of the ifland, to much jealoufy 
and animofity between the Dutch and the 
Englilh, and thefe difputes did not terminate 
with the cxpulfion of the latter from the 
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illand, but were made a pretence, many 
years afterwards, for declaring war againft 
the republic: they were not finally fettled 
till the conclufion of the peace of Breda, in 
the year 1667. 

The Company would not, however, ever 
have fucceeded in fecuring to themfelves the 
exclufive trade in this Ipice, which is Ipon- 
taneoufly produced in all the adjacent Mo^ 
lucca iflands, had they not endeavoured 
wholly to transfer, and confine, the cultiva- 
tion of it to Amboyna ; partly by fubduing 
the princes of thofe iflands by force of arms, 
and preferibing to them fuch conditions of 
peace as they found convenient, the princi- 
pal of which had relation to the clove-trade, 
elpecially with relped to the kings of T ?r- 
nate, Tidore, Machian, and Bacbtan, com- 
pelling them not to fell any of the cloves,, 
produced in their dominions, to any other 
nation ^ and partly, by forcing them, about 
the middle of the laft century, to deftroy all 
the clove-trees, which grew in their territo- 
ries, for which they were to receive an 
equivalent in money. 

In the fame manner, the Company have 
entered into a contract with the king of 

Bouton, 
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Bouton^ to whofe dominion many places be- 
long, which yield fpices, that he lhall not 
only allow the extirpator, whom they dif- 
patch every year on gn expedition through 
the iflands, to perform the fervice on which 
he is lent, but lhall ahb afford him every 
affiftance in doing: it. 

Yet, notwithftanding all this, and how far 
foever they may be able to extend their ex- 
tirpations in the circumjacent countries, they 
will never be able wholly to prevent other 
nations from procuring Ipiccs without their 
intermediation. There are too many iflands, 
and too widely dilperled, that produce thelc 
commodities, of which neither they, nor 
their allies, are in poffeffion, or poflibly can 
be, without entirely exhaufting themfelves 
by the eredion of numerous fortreffes, which 
are indifpenfably neceffary, if ail intercourfe 
W'ith foreign nations muff be prevented*. 

Thus 

* However aliicluous the Dutch are in the deflni^lion of 
fpice-trees> tliey never have, or can, fucceed in extirpating 
them all. It is only in places of eafy accefs, and near the fea, 
that they are generally cut down, but they grow abundantly in 
many retired fpots of the large and woody illand of Qihh^ 
in the recedes of Ceram^ upon ^he foreils of 

B/tchhn, as well as upon Catke^n^ and many other illand% 

where 
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Thus the Englift formed a fettlement 
fbme years ago upon the ifland Xullock^ 
lying north of Moluccas -, but as the in- 
different quality of the foil, and other cir- 
camftances, did not anfwer their purpofes in 
forming fuch an eftablifhment, they changed 
it for Balambangan, an ifland on the north- 
eaft coaft of Borneo, in order to lay the foun- 
dation there for a place of trade, whither the 
clandeiline dealers in fpice might bring their 
goods, and thus furnifh outrivals with the arti- 
cles out of which we endeavour to keep them. 

where they are inacceHible to the dcfirudiye ax of the extir- 
pator; and what is adually deftroyed^is not, perhaps, the hun- 
dredth part of the* trees producing the precious fpices. The 
parties fent out on fuch bufinefs, generally confift of a military 
officer, or feme civil fervant belonging to the Dutch, w^ith three 
fer four European attendants, and perhaps twenty or thirty 
Bugguefs foidiers, with their officer. They generally make it 
a party of pleafure; and the Bugguefs officer (while the chief is 
regaling Mmfelf in the heat of the day) fets offi to the woods 
with fome of his men, where he executes his commiffion jail 
as it fuits his convenience ; taking care to bring back plenty of 
branches, to fhew his affiduity, when, perhaps, they are all 
fotn one tree. Sometimes a ferjeant at ait outpoft, to get into 
fevoor with his chief, fends an account of his having dif- 
covered, on a certain fpot, a parcel of fpice-trees; with news, 
perhaps, at -the fame time, that he has deftroyed them all : 
poffibly the chiefs domellks might inform him of many more 
fuch fpots at hand, but they are too wife to fay much on fo 
delicate a fubjeft. T. 


The 
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The garrifbhs 'which the Company keep 
in this province, were fixed, in the year 
1752, at nine hundred men, including the 
feamen and the pennifts. His excellency. 
Governor Mossel, fays, in his further me- 
morial, written in the year 1753, that this 
number is fiifficient, fince Amboyna has 
nothing to fear from an European enemy*. 

By that memorial, the profits which ac- 
crue annually to the Company upon the fale 
of goods, are eftimated at forty thoufand gil- 
ders; the proceeds of the rent of lands, ex- 
cife duties, a duty of five per cent upon the 
fale of real property, the ftamp duties, and 
the produce of the permits granted for the 
importation and exportation of private mer- 
chandize, are computed to be thirty thoufand 
gildcrsi and all the receipts are, confequently, 
taken at feventy thoufand gilders ; which 
fum, by a further memorial of economy'’, 
was reduced to fixty^fix thoufand gilders : 
and even this latter fum is not now drawn 

In 1776-1777, the whole eftabiiftiment ' 4 t Amhf^na don- 
fifted of fifty-two in civil employments, three clergymen, 
twenty-eight furgeons and affifiants, forty-fix belonging to the 
artillery, x 74 feamen and marides, 657 foldiers, and 1 1 1 me-» 
thanks, in all 1071 Europeans; befides fifty -nine natives in 
■the Company's fervice. , 

from 
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Iroffi thdfe objeds ; fixty or feventy bales of 
coarfe piecegoods, which are annually dif- 
pofed of here at an advance of from feventy 
to eighty per cent, the good vent whereof 
likewife depends , much upon the lliccefs or 
failure of the crop of cloves, do not fufBce, 
with the other revenues, to make up that 
amount* 

According to the aboveraentioned memo- 
rial of Governor Mossel, the annual charges 
of this government ought not to exceed one 
hundred and eighty-five thoufand gilders, in 
order that the defalcation on the four eaftern 
provinces ihould not be more than four hun- 
dred thouland gilders a year ; but, by the 
lateft memorial, the charges of Amboyna 
were ftated at y. 176,51 8. o. o; and, in the 
five laft years, they have averaged yearly 
^265, 549. 10. II, fo that they adually 
amount to ^89,031, 10. ii every year, more 
than Mossee Hated them at*. 

Thefe, 

* ThQ calculations of General Mossel of the revenues and 
charges of the feveral cHablilhnients of the Dutch Eaft-In4ia 
Company, are always particularly mentioned in this work, 
-and contrafted with the adual amounts of each in the year 
1779 (that is, from the ill of Septembers, 1778, to the sift of 
1779), that year being ia the books of the Company 

om 
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Thefe, as well as the charges of the go- 
vernment of Macqffer and ’Ternate^ muft be 
defrayed out of the profits upon the cloves, 
nutmegs, and mace, which muft, likewife, 
contribute towards making good the ex- 
pences of the Company at Batavia and at 
home i but can any favourable expedlations 
of future advantage be entertained on this 
head, when we confider the great decreafe 
which is experienced in the fale of the firfl: 
named fpice? Three millions of pounds re- 
maining ftill in the warehoufes at Batavia, 

one wiiich they call het hoehjaar^ or year in which a general 
review is taken of all their concerns, as is done every ten 
years; becaufe the calculations of that gentleman have not 
only formed the balls upon which the revenues and charges of 
each fettlement, as ftated in the famous Hifinire Fhihfa^ique et 
Politique of Abbe Raynal, have been computed, but have 
alfo obtained a great- and almoft decifive authority in eflablifh* 
ing the advantages or difad vantages reaped by the Dutch from 
their Indian pofTellions. In the courfe of this work, they fre* 
quently appw* to be confiderably different from the a<B:aai 
amount of the receipts and expenditure, and arc, in fed, 
rather calculations of what thefe ought to be, than what they 
really are. In 1779, the charges of Amboym were /.ao 1,08a ; 
and the whole of the revenues, including the profits upon the 
fale of goods (five per cent on the fale being allowed to the 
governor and fecond, tw^Khirds to the former, and one-third 
to the latter), amounted to no more than /48,747, leaving a 
balance againft the Company of /#iS2^,335i ot about 1 3,850/. 
Reding. T. 


of 
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of which no more than one-fifteenth part 
can be annually dilpofed of in the Indies, 
together with a ftock on band in Holland, 
large enough to fupply the confunsption of 
Europe for the fpacc of ten years, and the 
quantities of cloves that from time to time 
are committed to the flames by the Com- 
pany, in order to leflen .their fuperabundant 
flock, form proofs enough of the decreafe of 
the clove-trade, and do not require further 
animadverfion than the bare mention of 
them* 

On 

^ Every dove-tree is calculated to produce annually, upon 
an average, two, or two and a half, pounds of cloves, fo that 
the yearly crop is at ieaft one miliioO pounds per annum from 
the $00,000 clove-trees allowed to be cultivated ; much larger 
crops are frequently made, though in fome years they fall ma* 
terially fhort, and yield but a trifling quantity. One of the 
iargcft fales of cloves made in Holland, was In the year 1714, 
when 435,427 pounds were fold ; in 1758, no more than 
soo,ooo pounds were fold; in 1778, pounds ; and in 
1788, 400,000 pounds; and about i $0,000, or aoo, 000 pounds 
are annually difpofed of in the Indies. -The quantities of 
cloves always remaining over in the hands of the Company, 
notwithflanding their continual extirpations, muft, therefore, 
be immenfe ; they endeavour to moderate this fiiperfluity by 
burning large quantities of fpices from time to time ; Sir Wil- 
JLiAM Temple fays, in his Obfervations upon Holland, that a 
Dutchman, who had been at the Spicc-iOaods, told him, that 
he faw, at one time, three heaps of nutmegs burnt, each of 

which 
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On a fuperficial view, when we are told 
that every pound of cloves only Hands the 
Company in 4f Hi vers, the mace in 9 | lli- 
vers^ and the nutmegs about half as cheap 
as the cloves, it Ihould leem that the Spicc- 

iflands 

wMch was more than an ordinary church could hold; in 
1760, M. Beau MARS faw at Amfierdam^ near the admiralty^ 
a fire of fpices^ the fuel of which was valued at 1,000,000 of 
livres, and as much was to be burnt on the day following ; 
the tranflator of this work has himfeif been witnefs to the. 
burning of large quantities of cloves, mitniegs, and cinnamo% 
upon the little ifland of Neidand^ near Middlehurghy in 
iandy the aromatic feent whereof perfumed the air for many 
miles around. Although the Dutch have thus, by all the 
means in their power, endeavoured to countcraif!: the indul- 
gent bounty of heaven, they have not, in any infiance, attained 
their objeft ; for, cxclufive of the impoffibility of preventing 
the fpontaneous produ<fiion of fpices in the extenfive woods of 
hundreds of iflands, of which they fcarccly know the names or 
filiation, and the conftant ciandeftine trade carried on in 
fpices, by the Papuas, Cerammers, Bouginefe, and Chinefe, 
the confumption of, and demands for, cloves, have fo mucli 
dccreafed, that the monopoly is no more worth the expences 
of retaining it cxclufivcly ; and in regard to nutmegs, they 
have been the dupes of their own avarice; for, confining as 
much as poffible, the cultivation of that fpice to the ifiands of 
Banda^ it was nearly annihilated there in the year 1778, by a 
violent hurricane and earthquake, and few fupplies of con- 
fideration have been obtained for fcveral years afterwards. 
When Admiral Rainiejl took polfefiion oi Amhoyna^ in 1 79#, 
he found, in the treafiny, 8i,iia rixdollars, and in fiore 
515,940/^, of do vest The imporrations into England^* by the 

Eafi- 
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iflands afFord aa inexbauftible fource of 
riches, fince the felling price exceeds the 
cofl: in fo uncommon a degree ; but if we 
cro farther, and confider that thefe three 
Sticks of trade muft bear the whole ex- 
pence of ail the four eaftern provinces, to 
which muft be added the charges of feven 
or eight Ihips, employed in fetching them, 
it will be found that they, in fadl, coft very 

dear.* . 

The great fuperfluity of cloves has, in- 
deed, been endeavoured to be prevented by 
diminilhing the number of clove-trees, from 

Eaft-India Company, fince the capture -of the Spice-iflands, 
till the prefent time (Oftober, 1 798), have beea as follows ; 
cloves, 817,312 pounds, 
nutmegs, 93,73a do. 
mace, 46,7 30 do. 

befides confiderable quantities of each in private trade and pri- 
vilege goods, namely, 


300 cafes | 
ao calks J 

cloves, weighing, 

wc fuppofc, about 

$t cafes 1 
calks > 
3^9 chelisj 

• nutmegs^ 

do. 

5^,000' 

7 boxc^" 
cafes ^ 
167 l>alk*. 

•• mace, 

do* 

S40>ooa 

1131 diefts. 



r. 


« See Secreete iedeuihgen votr dtn •maarenfiaM Jtr 
limd/cbe Cmtagnie^ by J. Mossbi,, Seftions liu. and liv. 

time 
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time to time, by extirpations j but hj this 
means the Company ruin their Amboynefe 
fubjedsj and if fortune fhouid ever again 
favour them, and the vent of this article be 
again as large as heretofore, they would find 
that they were poiTeffed of the foil for pro- 
ducing them, but not of clove-trees, which 
require more years to arrive at maturity, 
than moments to be deftroyed. 

I ihould now have to make fome mention 
of the hongitogt^ or yearly expedition of the 
governor of Amboyna, with a fleet of corro- 
corros, round Ceram, and the neighbouring 
iflands, if Valentyn had not fo amply 
related every particular of it, that I can only 
add, that it did not take place during the 
time I was at Amboyna, the month of O<3:o- 
ber being the period appointed for it.* 

Between 

* The or fleet of armed corrocmros of Amhoyna, was 

infiituted by Governor Hoxitm ah, in the beginning of the 
feventeenth century. In the month of Oftober, the faireft 
feafon of the year, they afletnble in the bay of Jmhyna ; all 
the different rajahs, and orattcayos, are then bound to appear 
with their cermorros, in order to accompany the governor in 
this annual expedition round the iflands under his jurif- 
diaion. It is undertaken for the purpoic of examining in- 
to, and deciding upon, aU difputes that may wife among 


f'i 
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Between the i8th and 19th of Apnl, 
we felt here an earthquake, which lafted 

full 

the Indians that are fubjea to the Company ; of preventing 
and difeovering all illicit trade ; and of deftroying fuch fpice- 

frees as are found growing in places where they are not al- 
lowed ! one chief purpofe, however, is, that numbers of the 
common people, who are obliged, by thdr tenure, to.ferve the 
Company during pne month in the year, are by this means 
taken away from the colle6:ion of the crop of cloves which 
Ms in about this time, and which is, in confequence, much 
lelfened for want of hands, it being, as we have before feen, 
a great obje(^l of policy in the Company to prevent a too 
abundant fupply. They arc obliged to maintain themfelves 
during this expedition, which lafls five or fix weeks, except 
that the Company allow each man one and a half, or two 
pounds of rice per day j and to the ormgeayos, when they fet 
out, three gallons of arrack, twelve pounds of pork, or beef, 
and a meafure of rice. This expedition has, at different 
times, been neglected ; but the annual performance of it hag 
been frequently enjoined by the government at Batavia^ and in 
particular in the years 1680, 1688, and 1693, when the coafis 
of Ceram were greatly infefted by the incurfipns of the Papuas., 
The generally conlifis of forty, fifty, or fixty Tcffels; 

i?heh complete, it fiiould confifi: of fixty-one corrscorros^ viz. 

6 from the ifknd of Oma 

3 from the coafi: of Ceram^ under Oma 

4 from the ifland ISfanipa 

14 from the difiridl of Fort VlBora^ upon Amhynm 
6 fronMhe peninfula of IBtoe 
I from the coaft of Ceram^ under Uitoe 
8 from the idmd Benimoa 
3 from the ifland 


J.lrom. 
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full five minutes. The dull rumbling noife 
that accompanied it, and the undulating 

motion, 

B £rom the ifland Ceram 
3 from the diftrift of Larike 
and 5 from the ifland of Bauro 

6 i 

If any village is unable to join* the fleet 'with their r.p- 
pointed corrocorros^ or is excufed from the fervice by the go^ 
vernor, they mufl: burn a kiln of lime for the Company; 
and if they wilfully neglea it, they are fubjea: to arbitrary 
punilliment. The governor ufed formerly to carry his flag 
on the corrocm* of the rajah of 'NmJfaninjel^ but the rajah of 
Tifaway has now that privilege ; this corrocorro is one of four 
gnadjosy or ranks of paddiers, and is provided with two or 
three handfome apartments for the accommodation of the 
governor, who is attended by a guard of fifty or fixty foldiers* 
The fleet is divided into three divifions, the firfl being all 
rorfifriJrm of Chriflian chiefs, the fecond of Mahomedans* 
and the third partly of Chriftians and partly of Pagan chiefs- 
In order to give an idea of the force of fuch a fleet, we fob- 
join a fiatement, from Valentvk, of that which went on the 
expedition of the year 1706, under Governor vak der 
Stel ; it confifted of fifty-fix mrocorros^ namely, 


Seyea ©f four gnadjos^ or tanks of paddlers ( quadrirem^ij* 
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motion, icemed to run in a diredlion from 
s.w. to N.E. The thermometers did not 


Forty-nine of ^ttgnadjat (triremes). 
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Tmdergo any change before, during, or af- 
ter the fhock- The air was clear, and the 
weather was dead calm.. The water in the 
bay was alfo much agitated: my fliip, which 
lay, at that time, at the pierhead, received a 
very violent ftiock, being impelled forwards, 
and driven back again, with great force. 
The northeafl; wall of the newly-ereded 
rice-warehoufe in the caftle was rent, by 
this earthquake, in an horizontal diredion, 
juft below where the rafters were inftrted 
that fupport the roof, forty feet in length ; 
and afummerhoufe made of bamboos, clofely 
covered with Ihrubbery, which ftood behind 
my houfe, was thrown down; befides which, 
no damage was found to have been done 
any where. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Departure from Amboyna. — View of the Iftani 
Amblattw.— Of Ifiands of St. Matthew. 
— 0//i>ifToHCAN-BESSIS. — OfCADOEPAN. — Of 
Bouton. — 0/Cabyne and'Lizx-R.D-IJland . — 
QfSAXEYER. — Celebes. — Pujfage of theBvn- 
GEROONS. — fhe IJland TANAKEKE.—FiVa; of 
the Tonyns, or Tunny Ifiands.— Of Great 
S oLOMBo. — Qf Madura. — Mandelique. — 
Anchorage off Japara. — Navigation along the 
Coafi of Java. — Anchorage in the Road of Ba- 
tavia. — Ohjervations refpeBing the Navigation 
to Amboyna. — Great Inaccuracy of the Charts, 
— Strung Currents. — Calm. 

After my fhip had been unladen, and 
had taken in a new cargo, wc left the road j 
we were the whole of that day, and the 
following night, in working down the bay, 
keeping always on the windward fide, which 
was the ihore of Leytimor, as, on entering, 
it had been that of Hitoe. 

On the 9tb of June, at funrile, we were 

hreaft 
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abreaft of the Portuguefe bay, aad at ten 
o’clock, A.M. we were out at fea. 

At lunfet we got fight of the ifland Am-^ 
ilauwt and on the next morning, of the 
ifland Bouro, abreaft of us, to n.n.e. 

On the nth, in the evening, we law the 
iflands of St. Matthevi, from the maintop, 
and lay-by during the night, on account of 
our vicinity to the ^oucan^bejjis. 

In the morning of the next day, we 
again purfued our courlc, but made but 
little fail, as the air was very thick, by 
the rain, and we had no good view, in or- 
der not to fail unexpedlediy upon the Tou- 
can-beffis ; at feven o’clock, however, we 
luddenly faw them before us, about a league 
ahead ; we inftantly tacked and flood ofl^ 
till the weather cleared up a little, and till, 
at eight o’clock, we could purfiie our voyage 
again. We pafled thofc dangerous iflands, 
and had likewife a view of the ifland Ca- 
doepan, where it is faid that many cloves 
are produced ; fleering for the eaft point of 
Bouton i which we doubled about midnight. 

On the 13th, at fiinfet, we law the ifland 
Cabyne and HagediJJm, ot jLiz^r^-ifland j 
on the morning of the next day, the 

ifland 
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ifland Saleyer, and two hours afterwards 
the coaft of Celebes, .with the little ifiands 
the Budgeroons lying between them ; at ten. 
o’clock, A-M. we paffed this narrow ftrait 
in lafety, running between the Ibuthern- 
moft and middlemoft of the Budgeroons, at 
the diftance of one-eighth of' a league from 
the former. 

In the afternoon we founded, for the firft 
time, in thirty- four fathoms, ftiff clay, being 
then abreaft of Boek-’Comba, about three 
leagues off fliore. 

Sailing by the lead, during the night, 
along the epaft of Celebes, we were, on the 
morning of the next day, ,by the ifland 
^anakeka ; whence we fleered our courfe fo 
as to pafs the Laars, or Boot, at a pro- 
per place. At noon we faw the Tonyns, or 
*Tunny iflands, and at funfet the iflands of 
Salinas, bearing north, five leagues, found- 
ing continually with a line of twenty-five 
fathoms, without flriking ground upon the 
Xjiars. 

On the 1 6th we again flruck foundings, 
which we afterwards kept. 

On the 17th we got fight of the ifland 
Great Colombo, which we found to be of a 

moderate 
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moderate height, and placed too far ibuth 
in the charts, by thirteen minutes, or three 
leagues and a quarter. Hence we fleered, 
in order to make the ifland Madura^ of 
which we came in light the next day at 
noon. 

On the aoth, at funrile, we paffed Man- 
delique^ and anchored at two o’clock, p.m. 
in the outer road of Jafara^ and lending 
our boat on Ihore for refrelhments, we re- 
ceived a plentiful lupply the next day from 
the worthy refident, Mr. van der Be&e 5 
at the fame time I received information 
that my Ihip, Ouwerkerk^ was appointed, by 
the government of Batavia, to go a voyage 
to Surat, 

In the afternoon we faw the point of 
Pamalang, and the lofty furamit of Mount 
Tagal. 

On the 23d, the hill of Cheribon was 
abreaft, and the point of Indramaye nearly 
ahead of us j in the afternoon we faw the 
Boomptjens iflands, and in the evening we 
reckoned that we had paffed the rock upon 
which the Ihip called the Gajlle of Woerden 
was loft. 

The following day, in the morning, we 

faw 
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faw the high trees 'of Sedary, and at funfet 
we came to an anchor off Murderers Point, 
and in fight of the ifland Edam. 

On the 25th, at eleven o’clock, a.m. we 
got under fail, and pafling between the little 
Mands oi Leyden and Enkbuizen, we fteered 
for the road of Eatavia^ where we caft an- 
chor at three o’clock, p.m. 

Before I go any farther, I think itne- 
ceffary to fay fomething refpedting the na- 
vigation to '^mb(yna, zs it is deferving of 
much attention, ^nd has always been held a 

very dangerous voyage. 

There are three circumftances which often 
unite to make it very hazardous, and are the 
chief caufes of the difficulty and peril which 
are complained of ; 

Firfi:, the bad and inaccurate charts of 
this palfage, which are made ufe of ; and 
which are certainly extremely defedlivc, 
notwithftanding the governor general, Mos- 
SEL, alleges, in his further memorial, that 
at that time (the year 1753), the charts 
had been fo improved, that, for two or three 
years before, none of the ffiips trading to 
the eaft had been loft. I am therefore not 
at all furprized, that, before that time, ffiips 

were 
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were loft every year, if they were without 
any other aid than that of ftich deceitful 
guides. If I may judge from the charts 
which are thus pretended to be improved, 
and which are at prefent given to the ihips 
that perform that voyage, they muft un- 
doubtedly have plunged many an intrepid 
feaman, who had not before ploughed theft; 
dangerous feas, into uncertainty and defpair, 
and have driven him headlong into the 
midft of unknown and unavoidable dangers. 

The firft and chiefeft requifite of a good 
fea- chart is, that in it the iflands and coafts 
be accurately laid down in their proper lati- 
tudes } and all the charts from Java to 
Amboynaf are glaringly defedlive in this par- 
ticular ; one ifland is placed too far north, 
another too far fouth, and this is occa- 
fioned by the obfervations, whence theft: 
charts have been made, not being exadl. 
This might be adduced as a difculpation of 
the hydrographer, were it not that the na- 
vigators of later times have conftantly noted 
down, and pointed out thefe defedts in the 
journals of their Amboyna voyages. My 
obfervations agreed with three of them, 
which I took with me .for reference, when 

I went 
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I went to Amboyna. Yet has not all this 
fufficed to produce the removal of this hurt- 
fol dcfedt. 

The fecond neceflary rcquifite of a chart 
is, that the true direftion of the coafts, and 
the exadl pofitions of the iflands, and their 
bearings with reiped to the neareft land, 
be duly and accurately attended to. The 
defedive ftate of the charts in queftion, 
in this particular too, is not a little com- 
plained of, and remains equally unredified, 
although many reports have been made 
by navigators, on the fubjed. And, laftly, 
that the rcfpedive ditlances be laid down as 
exadly as pofEblc, which has, in thefe charts, 
been totally neglededj of which glaring de- 
feds, I have, from time to time, made men- 
tion in my journal. 

The lecond caule of the danger and dif- 
ficulty of the eaftern navigation, are the 
currents, which fet with fo much violence 
between the iflands and along the coafts of 
this archipelago, that if I had not experi- 
enced it rayfelf, I fhould fcarcely credit the 
account : in addition to this, they have no 
regular courfe, and fometimes run contrary 
to the wind, and at uncertain times. 

y : Add^ 
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Add to thefe, as a third caufe, the calms 
which prevail fb much in thefe climates, 
and the dangers which furround navigators 
in this paffage will be very manifeft ; for 
veflels are driven, in dead calm weather, 
by the violent currents, upon unknown 
flioals and rocks, fo that the moft experi- 
enced leamen is unable, in luch cafes, to 
fave the fhip and cargo ent^rufted to him. 

It has likewife been obferved, that fuch 
of the Company’s captains as have perform- 
ed feveral voyages to the eaftern provinces 
are, for this reafon, continued in that navi- 
tion, which is not difadvantageous for the 
intereft of the Company, but unfortunate for 
thofe captains, as thefe voyages afford but 
little profit, and they do not, in confequence, 
feel much attachment for the fervice of the 
Company. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER IX. 


"B^arture frwt^KiKViK. — -Taffage to Scrat. 
Signs of Land. — Curious Species of Mollufca. 
Zodiacal Ligbt.-^ F/aterJnakes.-^View of the 
high Land ^ Bazaim.- — Of Cape St. John.- 
Of the Pike Piscadob.es. — DireStions for failing 
into the Road of Anchorage there, 

I HAVE before faid, that the fhip Otmer- 
kerk was appointed to fail to Burat^ and as 
it had been refolved that two fhips fhould 
be fent thither this year, the fhip Overhand, 
commanded by Captain Peter Angel- 
ooRST, was ordered to proceed to Burnt, in 
company with mine. 

All poffible expedition was ufed to get 
both veflels in readinefs half a month earlier 
than fhips bound on that voyage generally 
are, becaufe, in the preceding year, the fhip 
ibe Lady Gertrude, that had cleared the 
Straits of Bunda on the 28th of Auguft, did 
not reach Bur at before the beginning o<^ 
I^ccmber. 


The 
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The crew of each fhip con{ifted<of fevcnty- 
eight European I'ailors, twenty-five Moor$ 
or Lafcars, and twenty-five native, or Bou- 
ginefe, Ibldicrs, whofe military abilities al- 
mofi: extended fo far as to fire off a mufquet. 
I had befides ten Bantammers on board, 
who were going on a pilgrimage to Mecca^ 
and took their paffage by my fliip. 

Thus equipped, we left the road of Bata- 
via on the 4th of Auguft, ftecriag between 
the ihore of Java and the ifland Onruji^ 
afterwards paffing the iflands Middelburg, 
De Combuis, or Furnace, a.nd Men/c/ieneeiers, 
or Cannibal-idstnd, and, at funfet, we carag 
to an anchor in fight of the iflands which lie 
in the bay of Bantam. 

At daybreak, on the 7th, we weighed an- 
chor, and fleering for the point of Bantam, 
were abreaft of it at noon. 

An hour before funfet. Captain Amgel- 
ooRST hailed me, and informed me that the 
ioofenefs of his rigging would not allow him 
to carry fail any longer during the flifffouth- 
weflerly gale which we then had ; and we, 
therefore, came to an anchor under Geer- 
truida-iiXzxxd. 

Here, on this and the following day, we 

met 
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met with a regular current, changing twice 
in - twenty-four hours, and fetting s.w. and 
n.e. at the rate of four to five leagues in a 
watch ; but the ftream fetting to the s.w. 
was the ftrongcft. 

On the next day, we could not again get 
under lail till towards noon, when the north- 
eaft current had fubfidcd : at four o clock, 
p.M. we had paired the iflands Dwars-in-den- 
‘wegt or Thwart-the-way, and the Brabandjch 
ioedje; and as we had determined to run into 
the bay of yerittCf we endeavoured, by ply- 
ing to windward, as the wind was at s.w. to 
reach that anchoring-place ; but as the wind 
blew frelher every moment, I was afraid of 
coming to an anchor, and, therefore, kept 
under weigh during the night, with very 
little fail. 

The following day, we again worked far- 
ther on towards Jerittey and caft anchor 

about a league from that place. 

We remained here at anchor till the i 6th 
of Auguft, when we took our laft obferva- 
tion of Pmc«-ifland at funfet, and lofing 
fight of the fame, as well as of the land of 
Java^ on tlie next day, we fleered w.s.w. 
according to the Company’s fading-orders. 
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till the 24th, when being in about the lati- 
tude of 10° fouth, we changed our courfe to 
due weft. 

On the following day, in the afternoon, 
having got into longitude 82® eaft from 
Tteneriffe^ and our compafles the wing 7® 
N.w. variation, we then, agreeable to the 
abovcmentioncd ftiiling-orders, ftecred due 
north. 

On the 8th of September, we thought that 
we law the ifland Gracia from the tops, yet 
we could not afcertain the reality of it, as 
the weather was Ihowery ; in order, how- 
ever, not to run any danger, we bore away 
from it in the evening j and refuming our 
courfe at two o’clock in the morning, we 
could fee no appearance of land at daybreak. 

The day before, and elpecially in the 
evening, we had leen many birds, which 
confirmed us in the opinion that we were 
not far diftant from fome ifland. Our com- 
pafles then Ihewed full 7® n.w. variation, 
and we were in 7^ ® fouth latitude. 

On the 14th, we loft the eafterly winds, 
which we had had from the commencement 
of the voyage, and met with wefterly gales, 
being li* fouth of the line, which we paffed 

on 
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on the i6th,with a northwefterly variation 

of about 6*, fleering n. by w. in order not 
to be driven upon the Maidive iflands, by the 
currents, which, in this time of the year, 
fct towards the eaft, in which diredlion from 
us thofe iflands lay. 

It was a long time before we got as 
far as 13“ north latitude. Continued calms, 
which had lafted feven days, and previous 
thereto contrary yfitids, together with cur- 
rents letting to the iouth, were the obflacles 
which prevented the more fpeedy profecu- 
tion of our voyage. 

On the 13th of Odober, we faw fome 
floating feaweed, and, the day after, we 
caught a quail ; a bird, which, it us faid, is 
always met with on the coaft of Arabia^ 

The figns of land ftill continued on the 
following day ; and befides thefe, we law 
many little round white fea-animals, of 
various fizes, Ibme being as large as a gil- 
der-piece*, and others very little bigger 
than a dubbeltje^* I had fome taken up 

^ WWcli is fomewhat kfs itt fize than a half-crown- 
piece, 

f Or Dutch two-pcnuy-piece, about as large as oiir lix- 
peace. 


out 
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out of the fea, in order to take an accurate 
view of them. At firft, they appeared no 
more than inanimate marine produdtions ; 
hut having ftood ftill for fome time in bowls 
of water, they proved to belong to the ani- 
mal kingdom. That which, floating in the 
fea, appeared like a piece of money, was a 
hard, bony, round fubftance, of about one- 
tenth of an inch in thicknefs, yet more or 
iefs flexible, divided on the upper fide into 
three circles, the outermofl: of which was of 
a beautiful pearl-colour, the two others were 
a little darker ; fine ftrokes, like rays, clofe 
to each other, of a brighter hue than the cir- 
cles, ran from the center to the circumfer- 
ence, and were croffed by others, running 
in a wavy diredlion, but exactly following 
the circular fiiape of the whole fubftance : 
innumerable animalculse, like polypi, the 
longeft of which was not one-fourth of an 
inch in length, fpread themfelves out from 
the outer edge ; fbroe of them had two 
branches upon one trunk, that fpread out 
like a fork, but mofl: were fingle. The 
glafs which 1 had to view thefe mollufca, 
was but of fmall powers, yet I perceived by 
it that each of the abovementioned polypi 

were 
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were ftudded with feveral little {ky-blue 
fpots, and their bodies were, lengthwife, in 
the form of a prifm, the fides of which, 
being convex, appeared of a tranfparent 
blue. At the under part of this bony fub- 
flance (for this creature always fwam with 
what has juft been defcribed uppermoft) ap- 
peared an infinite collection of vermicular 
forms, clofely intertwined together, of a dirty 
white colour, and which I was not able to 
feparate from each other. In the middle 
was a little lump, about a line in fize, of 
an irregular lhape, in which Ibmetimes an 
cxpanfion and contradion were vilible, as 
in the heart of a live animal. When the 
polypi were fully expanded, the whole ap- 
peared very much like a pafiion-flower, 

I was not able to keep one of theft crea* 
tures alive for longer than three or four 
hours ; during that time many of the polypi 
fell off from their common parent ftock, and 
lank down to the bottom of the bowl, with- 
out the leaft appearance of life remaining in 
them. 

The feeing of all theft figns of land, made 
us fufped that we were much more to the 
weftward than we reckoned 5 and feme ob- 

ftrvationa 
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fcrvations of the longitude, taken according 
to the manner of M. de la Caille, con- 
firmed this fuppofition. On the 15th, like- 
wife, in the evening, at feufet, we few 
Something to the northweftward, that bore- 
much the appearance of land ; but not find- 
ing any bottom with a line of one hundred 
fathoms, we attributed that appearance to 
the weather. It, however, afterwards ap- 
peared, that our conjedlures were \^ell- 
founded, and that, at that time, we were 
not far from the coaft of Arabia Felix, 

On the 24th of Odlober, I few, for the 
firft time, the zodiacal light, in the morning, 
at half paft three o’clock, being two hours 
and a half before the fiui was to rife. The 
horizon was befet with clouds, to the height 
of 3® to 4®, and the light appeared above 
them, {landing like a cone, upon a broad 
bafis, of 15® to 20®, {hooting upwards, and 
ending in a point, about 35® or 40® above 
the horizon : the light was dim, but very 
dillinguilhable, as it was then new moon, 
and the night, confequently, dark. We 
were then in the north latitude of 20®. 

The calms, and light airs of wind, which 
we here met with, caufed us to make little 

progrefs 
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progrefs in our voyage, and it was not before 
the 3d of November, that we ftruck found- 
ings in -fifty fathoms. We faw many water- 
fnakes that day, but did not perceive the 
leaft change in the colour of the water, no 
more than on the following day, although 
we were then fifteen or twenty leagues 
nearer to the land. 

On the 5th of November, we let drop 
our anchor in twenty- four fathoms, becaufe 
hoth wind and ftream were againft us ; 
they, however, changed in our favour that 
evening, by which we were again enabled 
to follow our route. 

On the day after, at half paft nine o’clock, 
A.M. we faw the high land of Bazatm, and 
in the afternoon, we made Cape St. yohn, 
from which we computed that we w^ere fix 
or feven leagues diftant, and the pike P^- 
cadores ; we alfo thought we faw the ifland 
Salfet. 

The pike Pifeadores is here, befides the 
latitude, the beft mark for making Cape 
St. John i but it lies very far inland, and ap- 
pears rather too fmall, on account of the 
diftance, loon to get fight of it : it is called 
the pike, on account of its fharp fummit % 

but 
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but one may err here, in this refped, as 
there is a mountain, fomewhat more fputh- 
erly, fituated near the high lapd of Bazaimt 
which equally appears with a lofty fiimmit, 
but this does not lie fb far inland. 

The beach is very flat here, for foundings 
in fifty fathoms are met with, at the diftance 
of forty leagues weft of Cape St. John. 

From that promontory to the road of 
Surat., the track lies n.n.e. between the con- 
tinent and the fea-banks, which He about 
feven leagues off. You muft keep in the 
depth of fixteen and eighteen fathoms, hard 
clay bottom, till a little hill, which ftands at 
a ftiort diftance to the north of the city of 
Daman, bears fouth of eaft, and you may 
then fteer for the land till in ten or nine 
fathoms, failing afterwards along it at the 
diftance of one and a half, or two leagues. 

The land is very low, and interlperfed 
with trees. When you fee the tower of 
Sualy, which is a lofty white monument, at 
the north point of the river of Suraty keep 
it N. or N. by w. and run ftrait for the 
road ; the Ihips that lie at anchor there, are 
difcerned foon enough, to fteer a proper 
courfe towards them. 


We 
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We anchored there on the loth of No- 
vember, at half paft three o’clock, p.m. 
after the Company’s fchconer, the Totmg 
Peter ^ had been on board of ns, in the fore- 
noon, with the comptroller of equipment, 
to fetch the Company’s papers. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 


Province of Guzurat. — 'Decay of the Mogvl Em- 
fire.-— Situation of Surat.— T' i’-f River Tapi, 
or Chedder. — Banks, of Sand m it. — Efteemei 
holy by the Genioos. — High Tides.— -’The Road .^ — 
Monjoons. — Objervations on the Temperature of the 
'bFeather.^ — Experimental Proof of the Drynefs of 
the Atmofpbere.— Intolerable 'Stench in the City.— 
Fertility and high State of Cultivation of the fur- 
rounding Country. 

The province of Guzurat*., in which is 
fituated the city of Surat, was formerly an 
independent kingdom,, although of no very 

* According to the memorial of Mr. Schreuoer^ the 
name of Qutzurat ligniSes properly Gold-Surat^ of which 
Amedahah is the capital, and Bmat the chief feaport. S. 

This is ^ fanciful, or rather a laughable, derivation of an 
Indian proper name, from an European appellative, fome- 
thiag like Dean Swift’s fatirical etymology of Archimedes 
-from Bark maiJs^ and Alexander the Great from AU eggs 
mder the grate. Dr. Vincent derives the name of the pro- 
vince of Qus&urat from the Arabic gsziraf a peninfula ; others 
think that it was fo named from the mafs of its inhabitants 
being of the Guzer caile, cowherds. ST. 

great 
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great extent j but having been conquered, 
in the year 1565*, by the emperor Acbar, 
it now conilitutes one of the weftern pro- 
vinces of the empire of the Great Mogul. 
The prefent emperor is Alem Ghies, the 
fecond of that name ; but he has no power ; 
as this empire, formerly fo potent, which 
comprehended, according to the impcria.1 re- 
cords, one-and-twenty extenfive provinces, 
tvi’O hundred and /our populous cities, five 
ridges of mountains, and five thouland and 
forty-fix pergunnahs^ or diftridts, containing 
towns and villages, and the yearly cuftomary 
revenues from which, paid into the imperial 
treafury, amounted- to 251,323,8514 rupees, 
or 985,772/, about three hundred and 
feventy-feven millions of Dutch gilders/, 
has now been fo torn by internal commotions, 
that the Great Mogul retains only the mere 
name of emperor, unfupported by any real 
authority or power. 

Aurenzebe, who died in the year 1707, 
exalted the Mogul power to the pinacle of 
glory ; but his lucceiTors, not poffelfing his 

According to Theyenot* Valentyn and others 
f Mimcriai sf Mr , Schekuder. S , 
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abilities, could not maintain it in the fplendid 
flate in which he left it to them; and his 
children and grandchildren exhaufting the 
land by their civil wars for the polTeffion of 
the fovereign authority, this powerful em- 
pire was lhaken to its foundation by the in- 
vafion of the Perhan lhah, Thamas Kouli 
Khan, in the year 1739, after which it never 
recovered its ancient fplendour. It remained 
alw'ays expofed to the incurhons of the fur- 
rounding nations. Moreover, when its fove- 
reigns became more and more effeminate, 
and withdrew themfelves from the aftive 
adminiftration of the affairs of the empire, 
the nabobs, foubahs, and other great men, 
arrogated to themfelves, in a great meafure, 
the fbvereignty over thofe provinces, of 
which they were the delegated governors, 
and in which they have maintained them- 
felves till the prefent day, fave in thofe parts 
where the Englifh have introduced them- 
felves by force, and where the appointment 
and depofition of the nabobs depend upon 
the good-will of that nation. 

Thus, Ahmed Abdaldah, chief, or 
prince, of the Patans, marched to Dehli, in 
the year 1757, and took, the Great Mogul, 

Alem 
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Alem, Ghier*, and all his omrahs, prifon- 
ers; and after having kept poffeffion of the 
place for fbnae time, and colleAed as much 
treafure as he could find, he fent for the em- 
peror out of prifon, and placed him again 
upon the throne j but this unhappy monarch 
did not long furvive his reftoration to the 
Imperial dignity, for he was treacheroufly 
murdered, in the year 1795, by order of 
his grand vizier, Shah Abadin Chan •f' ; 
but the abovementioned prince of the Patans, 
being dilpleafed with the- conduft of this 
traitor, attacked and defeated him and his 
allies, and placed his Ibn Timor, whom he 
had made king of Lahore in his former ex- 
pedition, upon the imperial feat of Dehjli. 

Surat lies, according to the French ob- 
fervations, in 21“ 10' north latitude, which 
differs about 6' from our feveral times re- 
peated obfervations made while in the road. 

It ftands on the left or fouth bank of the 

* AiLTJMGIKE SaNI. ST. 

f Otherwife Ghazi-dl-dieit, a man who crouded bto 
a few years of early youth more crimes and abilir'es, than 
other confiimmatc villains have done into a long life of 
wfck^cfs and treachery. For a particular and well-writ- 
ten account of all thefe tranfadions, the reader is referred to 
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river Tapit or Tappiy which the Moors call 
Qhed^Ty and which Thevenot lays, has 
its fource ten miles from the little town of 
Brempore, in the kingdom and mountains of 
Decan, and runs into the fea, about two 
leagues and a half below Surat. At the 
mouth of the river, which is about half a 
league over, there is a bank, or bar, upon 
which, at low tide, there is no more than 
three feet water ; as, however, in fpringtides, 
the water rifes full fifteen feet, pretty large 
Ihips can enter the river. Befides this, there 
are feveral other banks higher up in the 
river, of which that which lies near the vil- 
lage of Omrab, half a league below Surat, is 
the fhoalell: j as at low water, it is not even 
pallable by fmall craft ; a little above the 
city, and farther up, the river becomes lhal-t 
lower and Ihallower, fo that at low water it 
is fordable near the village of BriawK, about 
-a Dutch mile higher up. 

The Banians and Gentoos efteem this a 
very holy river. It follows in lanflity of 
eftimation upon the Ganges, which they 
think the oldell in the world ; and the lame 
ceremonies which are obferved with relpefl 

to 
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ta the former*, likewife, in a great meafure, 

take place in regard to the 

The river has many finuofities, but its 
courfe lies as far as Old Surat, in an e.n.e. 
direaion ; from that place it runs more to 
the foutheaft ward. 

The flux and reflux of the tide occur 
even above the town j there is no confidei— 
able afflux of water, except in the rainy 
fcafon, when the river riles Ibmetimes to a 
o-reat height, and occafions much damage. 
In the year 1727, it role lb high, that the 
people failed with horrys'\ over the city walls 

as far as the 

In the month of July, of the year 1776, 
in the time of the bad monfoon, the water 
of the river rofe ten feet, in the Ipace of a 
quarter of an hour, and cncrealed fo rapidly, 
that it was almoll upon a level with the 
wall of the city in a very Ihort time. The 

» The ceremonies obferved in the feftival inftituted in 
honour of the river Ganges, are circumftantially deferibed by 
Mr. Stavokinbs in his V^ige to Batavia, Bantam, and Ben- 
gal, bookiii. chapter ii. Dutch Editor. 

Hanys are finall veflels, ufed as lighters, in tlie rivei of 
Snrat, of from twenty to forty tons burthen. T. 

J Mtmtrial of Mr. SchreVder. S. 

afflux 
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afflux was fo violent, that all the vellels 
were carried away by it: the Company’s 
Ichooner, the Young Peter, was driven from 
before the town high upon the Ihore, at 
Attua, and the Gonjouwer, or the Holy Ship, 
as it is called, was carried down the river, 
and dafhed to pieces ; a piece of the wreck, 
being part of the head, was to be feen op- 
pofite to the black guard, when I failed up 
the river in February, 1777, 

The road is about a league fbuth of the 
mouth of the river. From October t6 
April it is never without fhips, that arrive 
here from all parts of India, and meet with 
a iafe place to ride in, as that is the time 
when the northerly winds, moftly confined 
between the points of n-e. and n.w. prevail. 
After April, the road becomes dangerous, 
not being proteded from the wefterly and 
foutherly winds, which rage uninterruptedly 
along this coaft, from the month of AJay till 
Auguft, and raife a very high fea ; the fea» 
banks, which lie about four leagues out to 
fea, do not afford the leaft lee ; feveral fhips 
were loft in the month of May of this year, 
and only one or two of thofe that were 
VOL. II. driven 
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driven froiB their anchors, and run high 
upon the fhore,^ were got oiF again. 

The anchorage here is in feven, eight, or 
nine fathoms water, according to the dis- 
tance from the fhore which is preferred ; the 
Company’s Ihips ufually anchor in eight fa- 
thoms, with the tower of Sualy n. to N. by w. 
and the point of Najfdry s.e. or s.e. I s. 

From repeated obfervations, we found 
that the anchoring - place was in 21° 57' 
north latitude, the variation of the compais 
1 ® 30' N.w. and high water, at new and 
full moon, at twenty-four minutes paft four 
o’clock ; the water rifing in Spring tides four- 
teen or fifteen feet. 

The feafbns or monfbons are, as every 
where between the tropics in India, of two 
kinds, the good and the bad ; yet, fome di- 
vide the year, as we do, in four portions, of 
which the mouths of March, April, and 
May, make the ipring, or temperate feafon; 
June, July, and Auguft, the hot feafon, or 
bad monfbon; during which, very fultry 
winds and continual rains prevail : Septem- 
ber, Odober, and November, the autumn ; 
and December, January, and February, the 

cool 
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Gool feafon, which is the heft time of the 
year. I take thefe circumftances from what 
others related to me, for I was only in per- 
Ibn here on my firft voyage in the months of 
November and December j I (hall therefore 
only communicate the obfervations which I 
made myfelf during that time, refpeding 
the temperature of the climate. 

From the i8th of November, to the end 
of that month, I found that the medium 
height of the thermometer was 83°, the 
higheft during that period j namely, at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, 100°, and the loweft 
in the morning, half an hour before funrife, 
63°, both with a clear Iky. 

From the ift, to the 25th of December, 
the medium height of the thermometer was 
74°, the higheft 92°; namely, on the ill:, 
and on the 2 2d in the afternoon, with a 
clear Iky : and the loweft 52**, being on the 
2 1 ft in the morning, half an hour before 
funrife, alfo with a clear fky. 

Although I could not keep daily annota- 
tion of the degrees of heat, fhewn by the 
thermometer, during the time that I re- 
mained at Surat, on my fecond voyage, from 
the 23th of February to the 7th of April, 
the heat was not exceffive till the middle of 

March, 
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March, /eldom being higher than 96® ; but 
towards the end of March, and in the begin- 
ning of April, the thermometer was feldom 
under 104° in the afternoon, between half 
paft one and half paft three o’clock, and it 
rofe twice as high as 108'’ ; the northerly 
winds brought on fuch a fufFocating heat, 
that the thermometer, though hanging in 
the fhade, and away from all reflection, rofe 
7° and 8® by them. 

The drynefs of the air is likewife very 
remarkable here, even in the cool feafon. In 
December, I put in a fcale, hung upon an 
exaa balance, the quantity of 600 grams 
of fal tartari vitr. twenty-four hours after- 
wards, it had -only encreafed nine grains in 
weight, on the following day fix, and on 
the “third day three, grains; without any 
further change being afterwards obfervable. 

When I made the fame experiment, on 
my fecond vifit, the fal tartari did not re- 
ceive the leafi: addition in weight ; and the 
drought was fo great, that wooden furniture, 
and even tortoife fliell fnuff-boxes, bound 
with gold rims, and more articles of the 
fame nature, fell in pieces. 

The air is likewife here ftrongly impreg- 
nated with volatile particles. In a morning, 

before 
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before fun-rife, it is both difficult and noi- 
fome to pafs through feveral parts of the 
town, on account of the horrid flench arifing 
from carrion, human ordure, and other im- 
purities ; efpecially near the inner Mocha- 
gate ; but three or four hours after the fun 
has rifen, the intolerable odour is nearly dif- 
fipated and exated by the rays of the fun. 
The country xovluA Surat is very jfertile, and 
the inhabitants are more induflrious than in 
other places, fo that fcarcely a piece of un- 
cultivated ground is to be feen, or any fpot 
that does not yield fome ufeful produdlion. 
The foil is a reddifh clay, and is feldom ma- 
nured ; only they fometimes burn the dry 
ftubble, or refufe, of the fields, the afhes of 
which ferve, in fome meafure, to fupply the 
want of other manure. The cow and horfe 
dung is either ufed for fuel, or for other 
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CHAPTER XL 

frodumons of the Fields. —Jn ujeful Shrub, f reducing 
Oil, and a Kind of Flax.— Tobacco.— Wheat.— 
mily, or Juary, a Sort of Indian Corn. — Method 
efjowing, and of reading, of ujing, and of felling it. 
—Fruits.— Palm Wine.—Capok, or Cotton Wool. 
—Manuf allures of Cotton.— Fe-ia Frees.— Timber 
brought from Oauas.— V egetables.— Provifions. 

Wild Animals. — Avenues to the City. — The Road 

to Attua. — To Briauw. — To Cattergam. 

To Nassary Laantjes.— /F-aZ/j and Ex- 
tent of the City.— Gates.— Minarets.— Houjes.— 

Suburbs. — Streets. 

Th E chief produftions of the fields here, 
3,re wbest, nilly, and rice, as ^Ifb a certain 
fhrub, yielding a fruit, from which an oil 
ufed for lamps is expreffed j the ftalk, after 
having been laid to rot in water, lepaiates, 
like the flax w tli us, into threads, of whicl^ 
feil-yarn is fpun i I conceive, likewife, that 
it would be fit for the manufacture of cor-» 
dage, were the experiment made. Among 
the produce of the land, tobacco may equally 
be reckoned, which is planted along the low 
grounds, by the riyerfide. 


The 
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The wheat, which is reaped in a fufficient 
quantity to admit of exportation, and which 
is fomctimes fent from this place to Batavia, 
is large-grained, yet fomewhat longer-lhaped 
than the Zealand wheat, and yields good, 
though not very white, flour. A laft o^ 
wheat ulually cofts one hundred rupees, or 
one hundred and fifty gilders. 

The grain, which is called niUy by the 
Europeans, and juary by the Moors, ferves 
here almofl: univerfally for the food of the 
natives, in the fame manner as rice does in 
nearly every other place in India. It grows 
in bunches like maize, to which it bears a 
great refemblance ; yet the corn is fomcthing 
fmaller, and has a little point at top ; they 
are likewife not fo thick let ; Ibme of thefe 
bunches weigh half a pound and more. The 
flalk grows to the height of five or fix feet, 
and has at the upper part feveral broad 
leaves, which hang downwards ; when ripe » 
it aflfumes a yellowifti appearance. 

The feed is fown in the month of July, 
after the firft rainy feafon, and the harveft is 
made in December or January : in the latter 
end of November, or in the beginning of 
December, the ftalks are bound together by 
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the tops five and five, in order to promote 
the ripening of the grain for the harveft. 

After the land has been ploughed and 
harrowed, the feed is fown, nearly in a 
ftrait line, in the following manner : by the 
fide of one or more oxen, a long hollow 
reed or bamboo is faftened, which is wide 
above, and narrower at bottom, by which 
laft end it trails along the ground } the fewer 
cafts his feed into the upper orifice of the 
reed, and it runs out at the lower as the ox 
goes along, in a ftrait line. 

The ftraw of this grain ferves for food for 
the oxen and cows, and the ftubble is ufed as 
fuel. The grain itfelf is ground, between 
two ftones, into meal, which being mixed 
up to a dough, with water alone, is baked 
into flat unleavened cakes, which tafte much 
like cakes of buckwheat-meal. 

The grain is fold by weight ; the maund, 
of 341 pound?, was fold, when 1 was there, 
for three-fourths of a rupee, or about twenty- 
three ftivers of our money. 

The abundance or fcarcity of food for the 
natives, depends upon the good or ill fuccefs 
of the harveft of this grain, as they fubfift, 

for the rcoft part, entirely upon it. A failure 

of 
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of the crop is always apprehended, when 
the rains do not fall at a proper period, or 
not in iufficient quantities. 

I have been affured that very good mangos 
grow here, which are not ripe till February 
or March i as alfo grapes, Ibme of which I 
faw in vineyards, but did not tafte them, as 
they too are not ripe before the latter end of 
January, or the beginning of February. On 
my fecond voyage, grapes were fo fcarce, 
that I did not lee them at all. 

The cocoa-nut-tree does not occur here : 
though a fort of it is found, from which tary^ 
or toddy, is drawn j it, however, more refem- 
bles the palm-tree ; the ftem is ftrait, and 
fome of them pretty thick and fmooth, with 
a fmall crown. The tafte of the toddy is 
very different from that of the fame kind of 
liquor which I drank in the eaftern provinces 
of MacaJJer -axii. Amboynay there by 

the appellation oifag’wire the flavour of the 
former being much more plealant. The 
trees that yield the two liquors are iikewile 
very different in appearance ; though they 
leem to me to belong to the lame genus. 

The chief article of trade which this coun- 
try affords, is cotton-cloth, the material for 
which, the capoky or cotton-wool, is produced 

in 


in abundance round Broot Cktay or Baroche^ 
and higher up the country; but the chief 
part of the piece-goods which are manufac- 
tured here, are coarfe and coloured cottons : 
yet very fine checqued and ftrjped doreas are 
made not far from Baroche. 

No forefts are met with in the neighbour- 
hood of ^uraty nothing but low and fmall 
underwood; though at intervals, and efpe- 
cially along the roads, fome fhady trees occur, 
and, in general, of that fpecies that (hoot 
down little filaments from there branches, to 
the ground, which take root, and, in time, 
grow up into trees, and propagate themfelves 
in the fame manner as the parent ftock. 
Numbers of thefe trees are efteemed very 
holy by the Gentoos, for which reaion, many 
pf their pagodas, or temples, are built under 

the fhade of fuch a tree, 

Moft of the wmod for fuel, and all that is 
wanted for houfe or fliip-building, is brought 
hither from Bamariy by water-carriage. 

Vegetables are faidto be in fufficient plenty 
for the il^uropeans, during the cool fealbn. 
Thofe w'hich I eat here, were an inferior 
fort of green peas and afparagus, both of 
which, though they looked very well, were 
watery and taftclefe, and by no means fo 
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nice as thofe grown at Batavia', good fpin- 
age, falad, purflane, beet-root, cabbage, and 
carrots. 

The beef is very good and fat, as is mut- 
ton and venifon ; but poultry is fcarce, and 
is chiefly brought from other places. The 
butter and milk are likewife very good, and 
not very dear. 

Of wild animals, the tiger is, I believe, 
befides fnakes, the only one whofe ravages 
are to be feared. 

The houfes fwarm with bugs, efpccially 
in the hot feafonj but I cannot fay that I 
had any reafon to complain of fuffering from 
them myfelf. 

There are feveral beautiful avenues which 
lead to the city from the country. On going 
out of the Attua, or, as the natives call it, 
the Mocho-^zX.t, there is a broad road, which 
leads fouthward, at no great diftance from 
the river j it is planted with fhady trees on 
both fides, as far Attua. This road leads 
farther on to the village of Omrab, clofe to 
the river, and afterwards to the village of 
Domis, which is at the mouth of the river, 
on the fouth fide. 

The Briauw road runs on the other fide 
of the city, fo called from the village of 

Briauw f 
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Briauw, which lies full one Dutch mile ofiv 
on the oppofite fide of the river. Turning 
from this road to the right, the way leads to 
Poele Parre, a village on this fide of the river. 
A celebrated fakir has, for many years, re- 
fided near this place, of whom I lhall have 
occafion to fay more hereafter. A little far- 
ther, a handibme garden has been laid out, 
which belongs to the broker of the Englifti ; 
but the buildings appertaining to it, were 
burnt down lafi: year by the Marattas, 
Thevenot calls the abovementioned gate 
the gate of Baroche, becaufe it is through the 
lame that travellers to the latter place fet off. 
This is a very pleafant and handfome avenue, 
and planted, almofl: the whole way, on both 
fides, with leafy trees, which afford an agree- 
able ihade. 

A handfome road likewife runs from the 
Cattergam-g2A.c to the village of that name, 
and alfo to Poele Parre. Not far from there, 
upon an eminence, are the burial places of 
the Gentoo faints, of which I fhall fay more' 
in the fequel. 

Going out of the Saras-gdXc, called by 
Thevenot that o£ Daman^ there is likewife 
a pleafant road, reaching to Najfary, and to 
a village called Oedanain^ where there is a 

pagoda 
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pagoda, which is held in great veneration by 
the Hindoos. 

The road which I thought the moft plea- 
lant, was that which we call the Laantjesy 
or the green ’walk. The little gate at the 
upper part of the town leads toJt: we give 
it that appellation becaufe it is narrow and 
clofely overlhadowed ; it has much analogy 
with country roads, in my native and plea- 
lant ifland of Walcheren. 

The city of Suraty as I have before laid, 
ftands on the left bank of the ‘Tap}. It is 
encircled by a double wall; the innermoft, 
being about two hours’ walk in circumference, 
and the outermoft, which inclofes both the 
inner town and the fuburbs, requires almoft 
three hours to walk round it. At the time 
of Thevenot, the inner wall was recon- 
ftrudied of brick, having before been merely 
a mud-wall. The inner wall is much de- 
cayed, but the outer one is in tolerable good 
condition. The height of it within, I calcu- 
late at about twelve feet, and without, as the 
ground there is much low^er, twenty and more 
feet ; it is feven or eight feet in thicknefs ; at 
the height of eight feet, it lofes about half 
its thicknefs, as a parapet is made there for 
thofe who defend the wall with fmall arms, 

the 
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the upper part ferving thus as a breafi-work# 
loopholes being made in it, for the fufees to 
be fired through. 

This is alfo almoft the foie deferice which 
they poffefs; for as to the round and femi* 
circular baftions, or places of arms, which 
jut out from the walls, on either fide of the 
gate, and which are planted with a few can- 
non, together with the bulw^arks, or fconces, 
that they call guards, which projea a little 
from the wall, and are placed at intervals all 
round the town, at the diftance of five or 
fix hundred feet from each other, they are 
too weak, and too incapable of defence, to 
contribute much to the fecurity of the town, 
excepting that by the iV^ry-gate, which 
has lately been rebuilt in a ftronger manner, 
by order of the Engliih. 

The inner town has twelve gates, two 
towards the river, and ten towards the coun- 
try. There are as many gates in the outer, 
oppofite to thofe in the inner wall, each of 
which bears the fame name with the cor- 
refponding inner one. 

One of the gates of the city, leading to the 
river, ftands juft below the caftle, and is 
called the C/&w/>-gate, becaufe all the goods, 
imported and exported, muft be carried 

through 
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through this gate to be houfed in the town, or 
Ihipped in the river, in order that the cuftoms 
may not be defrauded. 

Cloie to the inner walls, are feveral high 
and narrow ipires, round which there are 
balconies, which the Turks call minarets, and 
are ufed to call the Mahomedans to prayer. 

Few houfes are feen in the inner town 
that have any external good appearance. 
There are even many places, where nothing 
but little huts, made of bamboo, and plaiftered 
with mud, are met with. In the fuburbs, 
few other than the laft-mentioned are found ; 
fave in one divifion, or ward, through which 
one mull pafs, on going out of the Dehli-gditt ; 
in this there are none but ftone-buildings, 
which have a tolerably handfbme appearance. 

The ground cncloled between the two city- 
walls, is not, however, near being covered 
with houfes ; there are extenfive gardens in 
it, and even tradls of arable land, and many 
lime and brick-kilns, efpecially from the 
Saras to the Attua-^Xs,. 

The ftreets are, in gerleral, unpaved, nar- 
row, and irregular, with projedling corners 
and fhops. In this inftance, Thevenot is 
miftaken, who fays, that they are long and 

broad, 
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broad, or things muft have greatly changed 
fince his time*. In the rainy feafon, they 
are very dirty, and the native inhabitants 
pay little attention to keeping them clean, 
making a common dunghill of them, and 
throwing every kind of filth into the middle 
of the road. 

* Sir Roger L’Estrange’s tranflation of Thevenot’s 
trawls has'it, that the ftreets are “ large and even.” Oving- 
TOit} who was at Surat in 1689, ** ^tie ftreets are fome 

too narrow, but in many places of a convenient breadth. T, 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Dejcriftion of the Garden of the Nabob. — Of a 
Pleafure-garden laid out by the Sifier of Auren- 
ZEBE . — Other Gardens belonging to Europeans.-—. 
A new Garden of the Nabob.- — Burial-places of the 
Dutch and Portuguefe. — Monument of Mr. van 
'R.'azzoe..— Singular Tomb of a Ship’s Butler . — 
The large dpank and Banian-tree which Theve- 
NOT Valentyn fpeak of, not now to be 
found. — Wells of Water. — The Cajile. — The Dur- 
bar, or Court of the Nabob. — The Mint. — Me- 
thod of Coining. — Fablories of the Europeans . — 
That of the Dutch. — Caravanfsrcts. — Mqfques, 
or MaJJieds.— Bazars, or Markets. — The Meidan, 
or Caftlegreen. 


Among the gardens which lie in the 
outer town, or fuburbs, that of the nabob, 
who Is called Mamou'DI Beg, deferves the 
firft place, as well on account of its large 
buildings, as the general magnificence with 
which it is laid out. But I do not know 
how to give an exad: defcription of ‘it, not- 
withftanding I was fully employed for more 

than 
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than three hours in viewing it, as, it confifts, 
for the moft part, of buildings, in which 
there is an infinite number both of large 
(aloons, and fmall apartments, which I have 
been aflured amounts to more than feven 
hundred. 

The whole is inclofed within a high ftone 
wall, which requires a quarter of an hour 
to walk round. The entrance is through a 
large ftone gate, into an area of confidc- 
rable extent. ; then up fome fteps into the 
great laloon, looking towards a large tank, 
or refervoir, in which there is fix feet 
water, and which is, as I guefifed, more 
than one hundred and fifty feet Jong, and 
about half as broad. The faloon, I take it, 
is full one hundred feet in length, and thirty 
in breadth : little niches are every w'here 
made in the walls, as well as an architec- 
ture ornament, as to hold little burning 
lamps of an evening; on three fides it is 
fiirrounded with little- apartments. 

Over this there is another range of apart- 
ments, nearly fimilar ; and again a third on 
another ftory; but the laffc contains fewer 
of the little retiring rooms. From the roof, 
which is flat, in the Moorifh fafhion, there 

is 
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is a moft delightful prolpedl: over the city, 
and its environs. 

The baths are on the fecond ftory j they 
are built in clofed apartments, and are kept 
fo warm, that though it was then cool 
weather, I could not ftay five minutes in 
them. 

In every apartment, both in the falcons, 
and in the fmall rooms, are fountains and. 
cifterns of water, for waftiing- 

At the upper end of the abovementioned 
tank there is another building, and on the 
right hand, a third, all conftrudled in the 
lame manner as that firft defcribed. Here 
the mahal, or leraglio of the nabob, is held, 
when he refides here. Before the lalooon. 
belonging to it, there is likewile a large 
tank, or refervoir, of fixty or feventy feet in 
length, and twelve or fourteen in breadth ; 
at the upper end of which, the eyes are de- 
lighted by a beautiful artificial cafcade, of 
twenty feet in height : on each fide of the 
refervoir, into which the calcade falls, are 
a number of fountains, the Ureams of which 
play in an oblique direSion, oppofite to and 
towards each other, making a watery arch, 
which has a moll pleafing effedl. The 

water 
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water which is employed in thefe works, 
and for the baths and citterns within the 
buildings, is brought part of the way from 
the deep wells, whence it is drawn by oxen, 
in leathern bags, and then is introduced into 
the gardens by a kind of chain pumps, to 
which earthen pots are fattened. 

There was no furniture in any of the 
apartments; fuch is only placed there when 
the nabob takes his pleafure, in perfon, in 
the gardens. 

Although thefe buildings are faid to be 
not forty years old, and to have cott nine 
lacks of rupees, or full thirteen tons of gold, 
every thing feems to be in a very ruinous 
condition, which is indeed the cafe with all 
the Moorifli buildings. 

Thus the pleafure- garden laid out by 
Begum Saheb, the fitter of Aurenzebe, 
is at prefent in a mott defolate ftate of de- 
lapidation. This is fituated in the outer 
town, near the Nqffary-^^te. Theveinot, 
who was here in the year 1666, and calls 
it the garden of the princejfes^ defcribes it 
with much accuracy and fidelity. It re- 
mains ttill in an entire ftate ; and I went 
over the whole of it, with his defcription 
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ill my hand. Moft of the trees have, how- 
ever, been cut down ; and few remain, but 
thofe conftituting the four chief walks, and 
one or two of the others, being all tamarind- 
trees. 

Flowers are not found here ; all the 
ground is fown with different Ibrts of pulfe 
and greens. It is furrounded by a high wall, 
and, I compute, covers about fifteen or fix- 
teen acres. The abovementioned traveller 
fays that it lies out of the fcity i but the 
fuburbs were not then encircled by walls.* ** 

Befides 

* Thevenot’s defeription of this garden is as follows i 
We went a quarter of a league farther to fee the princefs’'$ 
garden, fo called, becaufe it belongs to the great Mogul’s 
filler. It is a great plot of trees of feveral kinds ; as 
mangos, palms, mirabolans, and many others, planted 
in a ftraight 'Hne. Among the flirubs I faw the querze<^ 
«« hsre^ or aaclay and alfo the acacia of Egypt* There are 
In it a great many ftraight walks, and efpecially the 
four which make a crofs over the garden, and have in 
the middle a fmall canal of water, that is drawn by oxen 
out of a well. In the middle of the garden there is a 
building with four fi'onts, each whereof hath its divan, 
with a clofet at each corner.; and before every one of 
thefe divans there is a fquare bafon full of water, whence 
flow tbe little brooks which run through the chief walks. 
Afer allff though the garden be well contrived, it is no- 
« thing to the gallantry of ours. There is nothing to be 

** feen 
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Befides thefe, there are feveral other gar- 
dens, belonging as well to natives as to Eu- 
ropeans. The fecond of the Dutch fadory, 
Sluiskens, occupies a pleafant garden, laid 
out by one Price, formerly chief of the 
Englifh here. The purveyor, Monte^ and 
the junior merchant, Zimmerman, together 
with feveral Englilh, equally occupy gar- 
dens, which are all fituated within the 
ftbufb-walls. 

After the year 1 775, which was the time 
I was at Surati the nabob laid out a new 
garden, which is known by the appellation 
of ths julmi-bachf or the garden of injuftice, 
becaufe, by an abufe of his authority, he had 
a number of houfes, belonging to poor peo- 
ple, pulled down, in order to procure room 
for making his garden, without giving any 
fetisfaftory indemnification to the indigent 
inhabitants. 

It covers about leven or eight acres of 
ground; it is very well planned and laid 
out, with a faloon, before which there is a 

« fecn of our harbours^ borders of flowers, nor of the ex- 
« a^nefs of their copartments, and far kfs of their water- 
works#’’ Thevenot’s Travels, part ill, chap, xiv, ^T. 

beautifa 
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beautiful parterre of the moft fragrant flow- 
ers, and an aviary, in which it is a Angular 
fight to fee, a great number of geefe, ducks, 
and turkies, among a colieftion of curious 
birds. 

The burial-places of the Dutch, and of 
the Portuguefe, are likewife fituated in the 
fuburbs. The former merit the attention 
of the traveller, as there is fcarcely any 
grave that has not a tomb with lofty Ipires 
upon it ; the meaneft have a grave ftone 
with a fculptured epitaph. That of Mr. 
VAN Rheede, commiffary-general of the 
Eaft-India Company over the weftern fac- 
tories, excels all the others in largenefs of 
dimenfion, elegance of architefture, mag- 
nificence of ornament, and richnefs of ma- 
terial, and is kept in repair at the expence 
of the Company j for which purpofe, not 
long ago, about fix thoufand rupees, or nine 
thoufand Dutch gilders, were charged in 
account to the Company 

Tlie tomb of a fhip’s butler, who when 

* When Thevenot was at Surat^ this monument was 
then building ; O ving ion mentions it^ and calls it a noble 
■pile, T. 


alive 


alive was a true votary of Bacchus, and 
proved faithful to the worlhip of the jovial 
god even in death, by exprefsly defiring 
that three large punchbowls of ftone fliould 
be placed upon the corners, and one at the 
top of the Ipire, of his tomb, is much de- 
cayed, and only one of the punchbowls now 
remains entire *. 

Thele burial-places are furrounded by a 
high wall, and cover, as I compute, about 
one hundred roods of ground. 

The burying-place of the Englifli is with- 
out the fiiburb-walls, on the right fide of the 
road to Briauw. 

Whatever pains I took to find the large 
tank, and banian-tree, of which Theve- 
NOT and Valentvn make mention, I could 
not difeover them ; they have, perhaps, both 
been deftroyed fince that time. I was, how- 
ever, affured, that at Seculture, a place not 
far from Barochef fuch a tree exifted, as that 

^ Thevenot and Ovington both likewife notice tliis 
fingnlar monument, and add, that the furviving friends of 
the deceafed ufed to make merry at the tomb, preparing 
their beverage in the ftone bowls, and remembering him 
there fometimes fo much, that they quite forgot them^ 
felves.** 
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of which thole writers take fuch particular 
notice. 

Although the city of Surat is built upon 
the banks of a river, the inhabitants would 
be in want of water, as that of the river 
before the town is almoft always brackilh, 
if provilion were not made againft this in- 
conveniency, by a number of wells, lined 
with brick, which are very deep, and whence 
the water is brought by oxen in leathern 
bags. 

The principal edifice belonging the city 
is the callle, which was ereded by the 
Moguls, on the conqueli of Guzurat. Its 
lhape is an irregular fquare j the Ihorteft 
fide of it, and one of the oblique fides 
facing the weft and northweft, are walhed 
by the river. At each angle it has a large 
round tower, which ferves for a baftion ; 
the walls, or curtains, that conned thefe 
together, are about half as thick, and nearly 
as high, as the towers, which I reckoned 
to be full forty feet from the ground to the 
battlements. On the narroweft fide there 
is a circular place of arms made between, 
and of the fame height as the towers. A 
ravelin was added to the oblique flank, next 

to 


to the river, hy the Eiiglifli, after they got 
poffeffion of the caftle, which covers that 
fide. 

As far as can be feen from without (for 
into the caftle, none who do not belong to 
the Englifii are admitted),, it appears to be 
pretty firong, built of hewn fione, and to 
be well provided with artillery. On the 
landfide it is furrounded by a ditch. It 
has but one gate, which is on the fouth 
fide, oppofite to the Meidan. Yet it could 
not, be long defended againft a bombard- 
ment, on account of the great number of 
buildings, which occupy the fpace within 
its walls, none of which, as I was affured 
by tbofe who had been within it, by con- 
nivance of the Englifli, are bomb-proof, and 
the garrifbn would, therefore, he without 
fhelter againfi: the deftruftive effedls of fiich 
an attack. 

The Moorilh colours are hoifted on the 
foutheafiernmofi: tower, and tbofe of the 
Englilh upon the fouthwefterrimofi:, 

The , court, or palace, where the nabob 
refides, is called the Durbar ; it lies to the 
fouthweft, about two hundred paces from 
the caftle. Within it, it is faid, there is 

little 
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little worthy notice. The gate Vhich 
forms the entrance to it, is kept by a guard 
of Habjis, or Arabians, and is mounte4 
with two old pieces of cannon, but it more 
refembles a ruinous hoyel, than the entrance 
to the lefidence of a prince. 

The mint, where the filver which is 
imported is coined into rupees, by having 
the impreflion of the emperor’s name, and 
ihe year, of his reign, ftamped upon them, 
is a large pile, furrounded by a high wall. 
Along the wall are Iheds,. under which the 
workmen fit : on the right hand is an ele- 
vated apartment for the overfeers and in- 
Ipedlors, when any work is doing. Oppo- 
fite to it, a fquare place is walled off, where 
the filver and copper are melted, and cafi: in 
moulds, into bars, or ingots. The metal 
is weighed to the workmen, who cut it into 
pieces of the exadl weight which the coin to 
be ftruck requires, every one having a pair 
of fcales at hand for that purpofe, in which 
every piece is ieparately weighed : thefe 
workmen beat; it round and flat, though one 
piece fometimes falls thicker than another, 
to which exadt attention is not paid. It 
then goes to the coiners, who were then 

about 
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about thirty in number, each of whom has 
an affiftant, who puts the prepared pieces 
of copper, or- filver, upon the lower die, 
while the other places the upper one, which 
he holds in his left hand, ypon them, and 
ftamps the impreflion upon them with a 

forcible blow of a hammer. 

The lodges, dr fadories, of foreign na- 
tions, namely, of the Portuguefe, French, 
Englifh, and Dutch, likewife ftand in the 
inner town, though each have what they 
call a wharf in the fuburb, called jenghi 
bander. The fadtory of our Company is an 
old building, fituated, nearly in the center 
of the town j there is nothing worthy of 
obfervation about it, and it is in an ex- 
tremely ruinous condition : it is at prefent 
only made ufe of iax bazar ring the piece- 
goods, that is, for examining them when 
they come from the manufadlurers, and 
comparing them with the patterns. The 
Company ftill pay a yearly rent for the ufe 
of this building, to one of the natives, to 
whom it came by inheritance ; befides which, 
it muft be kept in repair at the expence of 
the Company. 

Formerly, when Surat was in a more 

flouriftiing 
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flourifliing condition, there were feveral ca- 
ravanferas here, which were all very well 
maintained, as well from the donations of 
pious Muflulmen, as from certain revenues 
arifing from what was paid by the travel- 
lers who reforted to them. There are at 
prefent two, which I faw j one by the fide 
of the Najfary-^zte, which for that reafoii is 
called ' by us the double-^^ite, becaufe the 
fquarc area of the caravanfera has on the 
two oppofite fides a large gateway, lead- 
ing to the road of Naffary ; and one not far 
from the mint : they are both fquare build- 
ings, with colonades on the fides, and pro- 
vided with little Iquare rooms, in which 
the travellers pafs the night, while their 
baggage and cattle remain in the area of 
the caravanfera. 

The mofques, which are here called 
majffeds, the interior of which may be feen 
by any one who will pull off his Ihoes, pof- 
feft nothing worthy of particular regard. 
On entering the gate, you come into an 
open court, which occupies about one-half 
of the depth of the building ; the other half 
is covered : ho ornaments, or furniture, are 
feen, except the pulpit, and a fraall clofet, 
fixed in the wall, in which the Koran is 

kept. 
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kept. A few chapters of this book are 
fometimes read on Fridays; but the chief 
fervicc of their devotion confifts in mutter- 
ing their prayers, at certain times, in this 
place. 

There are many bazars, or market-places, 
here ; for example, the bazar for cottons, 
for exchange, for greens, for wood,, and 
feveral others, which overflow with people, 
towards the evening, efpecially the firft- 
named, which is likewife the place where 
the Banian and other Afiatic merchants 
meet, as thofe of Europe- do upon their ex- 
changes. A great number of retail-lhops 
are equally found here. 

The Metdan * is a large open plain, fouth 
of the caftle, where both our Company and 
the Englifli have large tents, or awnings, 
forrounded by palings of bamboos. The 
bales of piecegoods are kept in them till 
they are chiapped and {hipped off. 

Not far from here, a latty, or warehoule, 
has been run up of wood, and clofed with 
matts of palm-leaves, in which private 
goods were formerly houfed. 

* The Engliih call it the Caftlegreen, on account of Its 
vicinity to the caftle* 


CHAP- 


C 479 ] 


CHAPTER XIII. 

bihaUtants of Surat. — Banians. — Brahmins . — 
Faquirs . — Moors . — Their particular Religion . — 
Their CharaSler. — Gentoos. — Pagodas. — Be- 
lief in Tranf migration. — Their Solicitude net to kill 
my living Creature. — Their fuperfitious Opinions 
in this Refpect. — Tombs of their Saints. 

The city of Surat contains, it is faid, full 
five hundred thoufand inhabitants, which 
does not appear entirely improbable to me, 
as its populoufnefs is very confiderable. Mr. 
ScHREUDER divides them into four clafles, 
namely, Moors, Banians, Gentoos, and Per- 
fians ; but, in my opinion, they ought only 
to be divided into three forts, for the Banians 
and Gentoos are the lame people, derived 
from the fame origin, and profefiing the 
fame religion j the Banians are in much 
greater numbers than the Gentoos, but they 
differ from each other in no other re(pe<9: 
than as being of different caftes, while the 
cafte of the Banians, according to Mr. 

ScHBEUDER, 
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SCHREUDER, is again fubdivided iiito ninety- 

two forts. r 1J U 

By the beft information which I could ob- 
tain, from feveral tolerably learned Banians, 
the general divifion of the people is into four 

claffes,brahmins, warriors, agriculturcrs, and 

mechanics, who are all again fubdivided into 
a great number of caftes ; all which are held in 
honour, in proportion as they refrain from 
the ufe of forbidden things, flefti meat, or 
any thing that .has received life, from the 
drinking of ftrong, or inebriating liquors, 
from the commiffion of adultery, from lying* 
&c. Gn this account, the clafs of agricul- 
turers, who are the leaft infeaed with thefe 
vices, are. the moft efteemed, and much 
above the mechanics, who do not fo much 
obferve the diaates of morality. 

Although the brahmins form a head-cafte, 
fome are, however, found among them, who 
are equally incorporated into other caftes, 
for inftance, in that of the Banians, the pre- 
fcnt broker of the company, Goven Ram, 
being one of them ; he always wore a firing 
of yellow amber beads in his hand, in the 
fame manner as the illiterate Roman catho- 
lics have their paternofters, for counting of 
their prayers. 

Faquirs, 
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Faquirs are met with in all the caftes, and 
likewife among the Moors, the Marattas, 
and the Malabars ; and they have the fame 
religion as the Gentoos. 

The Europeans are too few in number 
here, to be confidered as a fourth clafs of in- 
habitants. 

The Moors, or Monguls, among which may 
be reckoned the Arabians, the Turks, and the 
modern Perfians, who have fettled here for 
the fake of trade, becaufe they profefs the 
fame religion, are the proprietors of the foil, 
by right of conqueft, by which they brought 
nearly the half of the peninlula within the 
Ganges under fubjedion to them, and would 
probably have extended their dominion ftill 
ferther, had. the fucceflbrs of Aurengzebe 
inherited his abilities and bravery, together 
with his empire. 

They are called Moors in common with 
feveral nations who adhere to the dodrines 
of Mahomet. The inhabitants of the king- 
dom of in Spain, were, for that 

reafon, diftinguifhed by the lame name, by 
the chriftians of CafiUe and Arragon ; in the 
fame manner as the inhabitants of the Penin- 
fula of Jlitoe at AmboynUj are diAinguiflied 

from 
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firom the Leytimorefe chriftians, though no 
difference of colour has given occafioii thereto. 

Thefe people, as well as the modern Per- 
lians, are of the fe£l of the Chlais^ who do 
not confider Abukeker, Omar, and Osmyn, 
as the lawful fucceffors of Mahomet, but as 
ufurpers, effeeming Ali, the fon-in-law of 
Mahomet, as the perfop who ought to have 
immediately focceeded to the place of the 
prophet; whereas the Turks, who are called 
Sumltest believe the contrary. This differ* 
ence of belief is the caufe of an irreconcile- 
able hatred between thefe people, which is 
encouraged and cheriftied by the princes on 
both fides. 

Although thefe Monguls, or Moors, are pro-, 
fcffors of the Mahomedan faith, and obferve 
th,c folemnities and ceremonies it prefcribes, 
they are neverthelefs much infe<fted with the 
feperffition of the heathens whofe country 
they have febdued* of which their falanmas, 
or felutations to the moon, is a prominent 
infiance, 

Here, as well as in Bengal^ the Moors 
are, in general, both very indolent and very* 
proud ; hence moft of them either enlift as 
Ibldiers, or become mendicants : few of them 

are 
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ire to be met with who uuderftaiid any irie- 
chanical art, and ftill fewer who carry oh 
any trade: if, however, any of them do en- 
gage in commercial purfuits, they launch 
deep into bufinefs, and adventure largely 
upon the feas. 

A few of them who engage as failors, of 
whom the company have a confiderable nuch- 
ber in their fervice, which is even calculated 
at eighteen or nineteen hundred, frequently 
become very good leamen, although they iel- 
dom lofe their natural indolent dilpofitioh. 

Of their ftature, drels, and manners, and 
likewife of their women, &c. I have made 
ample mention in my oblervations upon 
Bengal*. 

The religious ceremonies of the Gentoos, 
are not fo defervingof obfervation as in Ben- 
gal. The great feftivals which are obferved 
at the Ganges, do not appear to take place, 
at lead: they are not accompanied with fo 
much pomp and circumftance as there, when 
they are obforved. 

Once in their lives, they yilit the pagoda 
of JagernaU, on the coaft of Orixa, where 

* See book IIL chap. a. of Mr. Stavoeinus's Toyage 
to the Cape of Good Batavia^ Bantam^ and Bengal 

Dutch Ei>itoe» 
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no diliin^ion of caftes is made, and they all, 
like a nation defcended from one common 
jftock, eat, drink, and make merry together. 
At that time too, the cafte of the warriors, 
and fome others, are allowed to eat flefh and 
filh. 

The burning or burying alive of widows 
with their deceafed hulbands, is rare here. 
Above M^inca Parra, on the banks of the 
Tap, a fort of tomb is Ihewn, where a wo- 
man was burnt with her hulband, which is 
a proof of the rarity of the occurrence. 

The difference they make between what 
they efteem fortunate and unfortunate days, 
which are announced and regulated by- their 
priefts, is more obferveable here than in 
Bengal, on account of the number of Banian 
merchants, with whom one has always fbme 
dealings. 

Their priefts did not appear to me to have 
fo much refpcft paid to them as in Bengal y 
perhaps on account of their great number ; 
for they are made ufe of for cooleys, or la- 
bourers, to carry goods in and out of the 
warehoufes, for which they have even an 
exclulive privilege. Another fort, called 
bbooys, are alone entitled to load and unload 
them. 


The 
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The pagodas are neither ib large nor fb 
handfome here, as in Bengal, and their idols 
are of lefs confideration than there. 

Their belief in the nietempfychofis, which, 
it is laid, is univerfal among the Hindoos 
(though I could never reconcile this with the 
expedtation which their priefts endeavour to 
imprefs upon thole women who fulFer them- 
felves to be burnt or buried alive with their 
hulbands, namely, that, united to the deceafed 
iiianother life, they will enjoy eternal plealiires 
with him), makes them very felicitous about 
the life of every animal, as well of liich as 
are hurtful, as of fuch as are ufeful or harm- 
lels. They will not premeditately kill any 
animal of any kind, nor eat of its flelh”. 
Thofe among them, who feek to attain the 
highell: degree of fandlity, and endeavour to 
make themfelves agreeable to the divinity by 
their good deeds, put every means in prac- 
tice to avoid being guilty of the murder even 
of the meanell infedt. 

I law feveral of them here, who wore a 
piece of thin linen, or gauze, before the 
mouth, in order not to deprive any creature of 
life, by their breath. Others have befidesa 
brulh or broom, with which they fweep away 

the 
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the duft frorp. the ground upon which they 
tread, that they niay not cruft any living 
thing to death with their feet. Others again 
fearch for the places where ants refort, and 
ftrew flour about them, in order to furnifli 
thofe infcdls with food. If they have the 
misfortune of accidently killing any infedt or 
other animal, they impofe a heavy penancf 
upon themfelves, which is always accom- 
panied by many walkings and purifications. - 

How ridiculous foever the fuperftition of 
thefe blind heathens may now appear to us 
Europeans, we have only to recur to our 
own portion of the globe, and to the middle 
ao-es, and we ftall find an inftance of a very 
ranowned faint, who performed a penance 
of. fix months, becaufe he had killed a kuat 
or flea that had flung him *. 

When thefe Indian faints, whom Theve- 
NOT calls vartias, and -the Dutch, for what 
reafon I know not, potje piffers^ die, their 
bodies are not burnt, like thofe of the other 
-Gentoos, but buried. Their burying-place, 
which I mentioned before,, lies out of the 
CaUrgam ~ gzte i they are not, as was in 

* Fbih/a^U du hm S*ns, chap, dt f Incertitude dt t Hifteire, 

S. 
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general inerted, placed in their graves with 
the feet upwards, but in a pofture as if they 
lat upon their heels* Over each grave is a 
fquare tomb, about four feet high, and three 
feet broad, open all round, except the cor- 
ners, upon which a little dome refts, which 
is built upon the tomb i under it, exadly in 
the middle, is a fquare ftone, perfectly white, 
in which the reprefentation of two fobtfteps, 
next to each other, is carved, with an infcrip- 
tion round them. Their fellow-believers 
fhew great veneration for thefe tombs, and 
ftrew them daily with frefh flowers* 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Account of an Hojptal for ftck, lame, or, maimed Ani- 
mals— Sufp.orted by the Contributions of the Banians 
and Gent oos.— Its Revenues. — Supplies of Hay ^ 

Com, &c. — Grain in which there are any W arms 
or Wevils depofited here. — Lice, and other Vermin, 
kept and fed here.— Apes and Monkeys. — A land 
^ortoife, of a remarkable IV eight and Age. Ilhe 
Perfees of Surat.— Lheir Origin.— Their Char abler. 
—Their Numbers. — Their Appearance. — Their 
Women. — Cuftoms. — Ceremonies of Marriage.— At 
the Birth of a Cbild.—Reception of the Boys, as 

Members of their Religion. 

The Banians, or Gentoos, whofe - daily 
occupations do not permit them to tread in 
thefootfteps of thefe meritorious faints, fulfil 
the duties impofed upon them in another 
manner, by providing for tlae welfare of ani- 
mals. 

For this purpofe, they have entered into 
engagements, more than a century ago, to 
devote a certain part of their gains in trade, 
annually, to a fort of hofpital for animals, 
which was then erefted by them, out of the 

city, 
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city, but which now, by the walling round 
of the luburbs, has been taken into the town, 
and ftands in the ward called Sagurampoura, 
near the JW^^^^^^r<3-gate. 

The hofpital itfelf is called Panjeropor^ 
which denotes as much as a fociety, as both 
Banians and Gentoos contribute their fliares 
towards the fupport of this inftitution. 

The former, however, contribute the 
largeft portion, as their profits are greater 
than thofe of the former ; the rate by which 
they pay is, one ana^ or one fixteenth of a 
rupee, out of every hundred rupees, clear 
gain. 

In the fame manner, the pecuniary mulSs, 
to which they are condemned by their Brah- 
mins, for the Ipeaking of untruths, or other 
venial offences, are appropriated to the fup- 
port of this hofpital. 

The chief direftion over it is confided to 
the chief of the Banians, who receives the 
revenues of the inftitution, and pays the 
daily expences of it out of them. 

Although by the decay of the trade of 
Surat f this inftitution has fuffered in common 
with it, thefe revenues yet amount yearly to 
full fix thoufand rupees, or nine thoufend 
Dutch gilders. 
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From this forty fervants are kept, whcr 
take care of and feed the animals com- 
mitted to their charge. Every year, five 
hundred thouiand truffes of hay, and every 
day, fixty feer of corn, and fifty Jeer of milk, 
are required for keeping the fick cattle.; be- 
fides which, the cows and oxen are feiit to 
pafture out of the city, unlefs they are lamed, 
or unable by extreme age, to crop their food 
themfelves. 

The holpital confifts of a large plain, 
nearly Iquare, of about twenty- five acres in 
extent, fiirrounded by a high wall, having 
ftieds in feveral parts of it, under which the 
cattle lleep. , On the left hand of the en- 
trance, which is through a great gate, there 
is a ftone building, in which there is a floor, 
twelve or fourteen feet from the ground, 
whither the Banians and Gentoos carry their 
Ipoiled grain, in which there are any worms 
or wevils j when it has lain fome time there, 
it is caft through large fquare holes in the 
floor, into the lower part of the building, 
where it is kept as in a warehoufe, till the 
corn, with the animals in. it, arc entirely 
turned to dull, when it is carried out of the 
town, and ftrewed upon the garden-grounds. 

Iice» 
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Lice, and other vermin, are likewife kept 
and fed in this place, but I did not fee any of 
them *. 

The birds that are Tick or maimed, arc 
kept in cages ; but the greateft part of the 
quadrupeds were unconfined. 

Among all the animals that arc maintain- 
ed here, I did not, however, fee any that 
may be clafled as carnivorous ; but there 
were a number of apes and monkeys of all 
forts, who were all either fick, lame, or 
maimed. 

Amongll: others, I faw likewifo a land 
tortoife, which, as I guefled, weighed at leaft 
one hundred and fifty pounds. This animal, 
as the Banians affured me, had already been 
kept there for the Ipace of feventy years, 
and it could now fcarcely move, from ex- 
treme old age. Under its paws, on each 

^ In deferibing this hofpital, Ovingtou adiis the following 
curious circumftancc, that to maintain the vermin with that 
choice diet to which they arc ufed, and feed them with, 
their proper fare, a poor man is hired now and then to lie 
«« all night upon the cot mr bed where the vermin are put; 
** and he is faftened upon it, left their, ftinging force him 
tp take his flight before morning; and fo they nourilh. 
themfeives by fucking his blood, and feeding on his car- 
cafs/' T, 

fide. 
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fide, there were four nails fticklng oui 
which were white, and refembled fingers 
that had been cut off. The animal was en- 
tirely blind, and was fed with nothing but 
milk. It was, however, dead when I was 
at Surat^ for the fecond time, in the year 

*777* 

Faquirs likewife met with here, who 
come down from the interior parts of the 
country to this populous city, in order to 
perform their fmgular penances, before nu- 
merous fpe£tators, who croud the ftreets of 
it* In my obfervations upon Bengal, 1 have 
made ample mention of them, and fliall, 
therefore, only add, that their manner of 
life and corporal fiifferings are the fame here,- 
as in Bengal *. 

The third people, or nation, who help to 
form the body of inhabitants at Surafi are 
the Perfians, or Perfees. 

Thefe defeendants of the ancient Perfians, 
thofe well-known, enemies of Greece, an<i 
benefa£tors of the Jewifh people, known fo 
man y ages by the name of Guebres, o 
Gahes, and likewife by the appellation ch 

* See Ae third book, in the fecond volume, of Mr. St*> 
voRiHus’sbeforementioned voyage. IXutcb Editor. 
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Atech Pereji, or worfhippers of fire, aban* 
4oned their country upon the conqueft of it 
by the caliph OM4.R, and the capture by 
him of their laft king Hormisdas. 

As the conqueror forced all his new fiib- 
je£ls to embrace the mahomedan creed, and 
perfecuted with fire and fword thofe who re- 
fufed to abandon the religion of their fore- 
fathers, fome of them fled to the moft diftant 
parts of the province of Carmenia, in which, 
though belonging to Perjiaf it feems that 
the mahomedan fovereigus of the country 
have fuffered them to remain undillurbed, 
with relpedt to their religion. Thevenot, 
who was in Perjia^ in the year 1665, writes, 
that they dwelt there, and likewife in other 
parts of Perfia, and exercifed their religiort 
unmolefted. 

A great portion, however, abandoned 
their country, in the year 636*, and fled for 
refuge to Hindoftan, reforting more par- 
ticularly to the neighbourhood of Surat, 
where they obtained permiffion to fettle from 
the Hindoos, and to exercife their religion 

» This was the date when the lieutenants of Omak. fub- 
dued Ptrjiay in the Dutdi oii^al it is printed by miflake 

T. 
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without reftraint ; upon the conditieu, how- 
ever, that they Ihould never kill any ox or 
cow, and which they like wife affirm they 
have never done, even until the prefent day. 

Their number, in and round Bur at ^ is at 
prefent eftimaled to amount to one hundred 
thoufand fouls, who almoft all maintain 
themfelVes by agriculture and manufac- 
tures*. As they much furpafe the other 
inhabitants of Burat in iuduftry, no Perfees 
are feen among the beggars, with which the 
city fwarms ; if they are ever opprefTed by 
poverty, their chiefs take care that they 
need not have recourfe to the deipicable 
life of mendicants. Many of them are do- 
meftks in the houles of the Europeans, and 
become occafional fervants to the ftrangers 
who arrive in the city: they receive five 
lixdollars per month wages, but muft pro- 
vide their own viduals. 

They encreafe in numbers from day to 
day, and have built and inhabit many entire 
wards in the fiiburbs. The greateft number 

* Valentyn lays that the Perfees of Surat are the pofterity 
of about 18,000 of their countiymcn, who, Hying fmm Omar, 
came by'fca from Cape in the Gulph of IPerfia^ Qom- 
hrmt^ and Ormus^ to GuxuraU T*. 
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of them, however, fays Mr. Schreuder, 
live in the country, and along the feacoaft 
from Laroche to Bazaitn, and farther, where 
they have feveral large and wealthy villages. 

There are fome among them, although 
few, who leave their countrymen, in the 
neighbourhood of Surat, for feveral years, 
and refort to Cochim, the coaft of Coromandel, 
or other places in India, in order to procure 
a better livelihood ; thefe leave their wives 
and children behind them, and marry other 
wives at the places where they go to refide : 
but they are much deljjifed by their own 
people, efpecially when they die in another 
part of the country, and cannot be inhu- 
mated in the ufual burial-places, for it is an 
article of belief among them, that fuch per- 
fbns are eternally miferable in a future life j 
for this reafon their relations Ipare no ex- 
pence in order tO' have the bones conveyed to 
their receptacles, and fometimes are at the 
eotft of twenty thouland rupees, and more, 
to effedl this purpofe. 

Several among them zX. Surat are rich, 
and may be counted among the principal 
merchants. 

They are much fairer than either the 

Moors 
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Moors or Gentoos, and do not differ much 
in complexion from the Spaniards ; they 
have, in general, large eyes, aquiline nofes, 
and are well-proportioned. 

Their women, who are ftill fairer than 
the men, are, generally fpeaking, tall and 
graceful ; they have large piercing black 
eyes, full of the moft fafcinating fire ; their 
eyebrows are black, perfe<9:ly arched, and 
placed at a proper diftance from the eyes, to 
add confiderably to the beauty of the face ; 
the forehead is high ; the nofe, like the 
fame feature iii the men, has an aquiline 
bend ; the mouth is fmall, and adorned with 
the moft beautiful pearly teeth; the bofbm 
is full, and the breafts moft lymmetrically 
rounded ; their legs are very handfome ; 
their deportment and gait is airy and grace- 
ful ; and their Moorifh attire loofe and gay. 

Thefe people, it is faid, are much ad- 
didted to feafual pleafures, and are even 
guilty of the unnatural crimes, which were 
not a little prevalent among the ancient Per- 
fians, and are not rare among the inhabi- 
tants of the country in which they at prefent 
refide. 

They, however, marry no more than one 


woman 
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woman, at tlie lame time, and never anv 
one but of their own nation, fo that they 
have preferved their race, through fo many 
ages, pure and unmixed with other nations, 
to the prefen t day. 

Adultery and fornication they punilh 
amongft themfelves, and even by death ; 
but they mull, however, give cognizance of 
any capital punilhment to the Moorilh go- 
vernment: the execution is performed in 
fecret, either by lapidation, drowning in the 
river, caftigatioh, or beating to death, and 
Ibmetimes by poifon. 

Purfuers of unlawful pleafures, Ipurred on 
by the defire of variety, and fiich as did not 
otherwife make any difficulty of confeffing 
and even triumphing in their amours, have 
uniformly affiired me, that they have never 
liicceeded in having their will of any Perfian 
woman, notwithftanding they have neither 
fpared affiduity nor money. The fear of 
punilhment has fo much influence upon 
thefe women, that they never dare conlent, 
well knowing that if ever their indiferetion 
be dilcovered, they cannot efcape certain 
death. They arc not, however, at all de- 
ficient in the amoroulhefs of conftitution, 

which 
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which is fo much the charafteriftlq of all the 
oriental women. They are feen, every; day, 
in the ftreets, and frequently fetch water at 
a diftance from their houfes. A number of 
Perfian women are, however, always toge- 
ther, and a young girl efpecially is very 
rarely fcen by herfelf. 

Girls are marriageable' before they are 
twelve years old, and their marriages are 
con traded at a very early age, and while 
they are mere infants ; but cohabitation is 
deferred till the girls are about the above- 
mentioned age of puberty. 

As foon as the wedding-day is fixed upon, 
the bridegroom and his father go round, a 
few days before, to the houfes of all their 
relations and friends, in order to announce 
the intended nuptials to- them ; every one is 
then obliged to prefent the bridegroom with 
ibme articles of houfehold furniture, money, 
or clothes, to which cuftom he, in his turn, 
is obliged equally to -conform, when others 
of his friends marry. 

When the marriage- ceremony is per- 
formed, the bride and bridegroom fit down, 
with their legs croifed under them* upoii a 
fquare board, covered with cloth, and laid 

upon 


C 499 ] 

upon the ground; the fathers {it nestt to 
their children ; a cocoanutflieJl is given to 
the young couple, with fome thread, which 
they wind round it, and give it interchange- 
ably to each other three times; the prieft 
then ftrews Ibme rice, as a iymbol of pro- 
lificnels, upon them ; next, after uttering a 
prayer, he writes upon a little billet, or note, 
that the father, named lb and fo, has given 
his daughter to be the wife of the bride- 
groom, fuch a one ; as foon as the note is 
rolled up, a ftring of green beads is put round 
the neck of the bride, which {he never puts 
off till it is entirely worn out. It is not 
cuftomary to give any portion with the 
bride. 

As foon as a child is born, the father goes 
to one of their priefls, in order to inform 
him thereof, and he writes down where and 
when the child was brought into the world. 
The prieft then forms three names out of 
the horofcope of the child, writes them upon 
a little board lire wed with aflies, and {ends 
it, with much foiemnity, on the fixth day 
afterwards, to the parents, that they may 
make choice of one of the names. 

When the boys are feven years old, they 

are 
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are admitted as members of their religion. 
They then receive a narrow woollen bandage, 
woven by the wives of the priefts, which is. 
wound three times round the body over the 
ihirt, and which they muft wear as long as 
they live ; whenever it is worn out, another 
is furnilhed by the priefts, to whom a certain 
fixed price muft be paid for it. 

Nothing of the kind takes place with re- 
fpeft to the girls, who are only fuppofed to 
be incorporated into their religion upon be- 
ing married. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Ceremonies of Sepulture among the Perjees.' — Tte- 
Jcription of their Tomhs, or Reoeptacks for their 
Dead. — -Defohte and dreary AfpeSl (f the Place* 
- — Dejcription of the Outfde of one of them- — Of 
the Injidi of another.— -Danger in too eager a Cu~ 
ricjity to examine them. — Singular Method of 'In- 
terment mentioned by ’THs.vTisor.—SuperJlltkus 
Opinions of the Pe fees. 


'When a Periee dies, the body is wafhed 
clean, and dreffed in the olde ft clothes be- 
longing to the deceafed. Then four car- 
riers of the dead, who are equally Per- 
lees, but of the very loweft clafs, to whom 
it is not even allowed to touch fire, take 
up the body, and lay it upon an iron bier, 
made in the form of a grate, upon which 
they carry it out of the city, to one of their 
burying' places, or, more properly, recepta- 
cles of the dead *. 

There 


* OviNGTON, who was an eye-wltnefs of the ceremonies 
5t>kfervcd at the depofition of 'the bojdy of a Perfccj relates 
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There are feveral of thefe receptacles 

Surat, bat the priucipal of them ftands 

about 


the following circumftances refpecting them : “ After the 
« .body is for fome time dead, the HJhkhors (a fort^ of for- 
did Indians) take and carry it out upon an open bier, into 
« the open fields, near the place where it is to be expofed 
« to the fowls of heaven. When it is there decently.de- 
« poCted lipon the ground, a particular friend beats the 
« fields and neighbouring villages, upon the hunt for a dog, 

« till be can find one out ; and having had the good luck 
« to meet him, he intices him with a cake of bread, which 
« he- carries in his hand for that purpofe, till he draws him 
as near the corpfe as he is able ; for the nearer the dog is 
« brought to the dead body, the nearer are its approaches 
to felicity. And if the hungry cur can by bits of cake be 
« brought fo nigh the deceafed, as to come up to him, and 
« take a piece out of his mouth, it is then an unquefiionable 
fign, that the condition he died in was very happy ; but 
M if the timorous dog ftartles at the fight, or loaths the ob- 
« jea, or being lately well fed, has no flomach to that<>rdi- 
« naiy morfel, which he muft fnatch out of the dead man’s 
jaws, the cafe then with him is defperate, and his ftate 
« deplorable. The poor man, whom I faw, was, by thefe 
« prognoftics, very miferable; for the fturdy cur would by 
« no means be inticed to any diftance near him. When the 
4t dog has.finilhed his part of the ceremony, t\vo 
« (priefts) at a furlong’s diftance from the bier, ftand up, 
« with joined hands, and loudly repeat, for near half an hour, 
« a tedious fo.m of prayer by heart ; but with fuch a quick 
« difpatch, that they fcarce draw breath all the while, f.s if 
« they had been under fome invincible neceflity of running 
« over the words in fuch a time. Ail the while they 
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about half a Dutch mile out of the Double, 
or NaJfary‘g2iX.c. The piece of ground upon 
which it is built, and which is about a 

were thus gabbJing, a piece of white paper, feflened to 
each ear, ij^erthwart the face, hung .down two or three 
inches below the chin ; and as foon as they had eodesi 
their petitions, the Ealakhors took up the corpfe, and con- 
veyed it to the repolitory, which was near; all the company 
ranking themfelves by two and two, and following it with 
joined hands. The place of fepulture is in the open fieldsii 
within a wall, built in form of a circle, about twelve feet 
high, and about an hundred in the circumference ; in the 
<< middle of which was a door of ftone, about fix feet from 
the ground, which was opened to admit the corpfe. The 
ground within the walls is raifed above four feet, and 
made fhelving towards the center, that the filth and moif- 
ture which are drained continually from thd earcafies, may 
by an eafy pafiage defeend into a fink made in the mid- 
die to receive them. The corpfe, therefore, was left here, 
and all the company departing thence, betook themfelves 
«« to a rivtilet that run near the place, for ablution, tocleanfe 
«« themfelves from what defilements they might have con^ 
H trailed on this melancholy occafion ; and retired after- 
«« wards to their proper habitations in the city, from whence 
«« this place is diftant about a mile ; but within the fpace 
M of a day oif two after, feme of the neareft relatives return 
again hither, to obferve which of the eyes of their d^eafed 
friend was firft picked out by the hungry vultures ; and 
« if they find, that the right eye was firft feized on, this 
abodes undoubted happinefs ; if the left, they then are 
forrowful ; for that is a direful fign of his mifery.*’ 
Qmngton’s Voyage to Surat jLondm^^ p3g® 37^* 

quarter 
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quarter of a mile in circumference, is the 
property of the Perfees j it lies a little higher 
than the country round it ; the foil is a hard, 
ftony, clay, which is fplit to a confiderable 
depth, in feveral places, by the great aridity 
of the climate. The little brulhwood, and 
the faded and thorny bufhe.s, which are in- 
terfperfed upon it, bear the vifible marks 
of a defert and barren foil, upon which they 
rather appear to pine, than to grow. 

The death-like filence, and difmal folitude 
of the place, the hoarfe croakings of the 
crows and ravens, that refort hither in nu- 
merous bands, to feed upon the putrifying 
carcaffes, make this fpot a truer pidlure of 
the dreary abodes deftined for the reception 
of departed fouls, and a more folemn and 
more gloomy fcene, than even the far- 
famed Avernus of the Roman poets- 

On this piece of ground, are four of 
their ropofitories for dead bodies, two of 
which are entirely decayed, open, and over- 
grown withinfide with grafs and buflhes. 

The neweft, which had been built, en- 
tirely new, three or four years before, was, 
like the others, round. Its circumference 
I fcHjnd was about three hundred feet ; it 
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was lixteen or feventeen feet above the 
ground, with a border all round at the top, 
and made entirely of hard hewn ftone. 

The opening, through which the bodies 
are carried into the repofitory, was, as well 
in this as in the others, facing the eaft, ia 
order that the riling fun might fhine upon 
them, and in the upper part of the wall, 
juft below the border, at the diftance of full 
five feet from the ground ; this opening 
was Ihut by two mafly ftone doors, with a 
very large lock, and fo well clofed, that 
none can either enter into, or even behold, 
theinfide. 

A Hoping afcent is made to the door, up 
which the bodies which are to be depofited 
in the repofitory are carried ; I went up it, 
and to the entrance, but could not find any 
crevice through which I might fee the in- 
fide. On the border over the door is a 
femicircuiar frontifpiece, in which feveral 
mottos, allufive to the place, are carved ia 
Perfian letters. 

To the n.e. N.w. s.w. and s.E. about 
twelve feet from the place of fepulture, 
were four pits, or finks, of brick, funk in 
the earth, and with a covering of mafonry 

over 
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over them, rifing three or four feet above 
the ground, with feveral holes in it, Thefe 
ferve to receive the moifture that runs from 
the dead bodies, cither by the rain falling 
upon them, or otherwife, through as many 
pipes, orfewers, that communicate with the 
principal building. The peftilential vapours 
arifing from fo many rotting carcalles, in- 
fedled the air all round, in fo intolerable a 
degree, that nothing but the rooft eager cu» 
riolity could have induced me to ftay a 
fingle moment here ; and the little time I 
did remain in this foul congregation of pu- 
trifadtion, brought on a moft violent head-, 
ache, and it was along time before I got rid 
of it. 

At the diftance of about forty or fifty 
roods from this large receptacle, were three 
others of the fame lhape and height ; but 
fmaller in circumference : two of them 
were in fo ruinous a condition, that there 
was nothing worthy of obfervation about 
them; but I had an opportunity of fatisfy* 
ing my ciiridity at the third, which was 
ftill entire. 

I had left my fervants and palankeen- 
bearers at a diftance from the place where 

thefe 
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tiieie receptacles of the dead were, becaufe 
I bad been told, that the great curiofity of 
the brother of the French chief, De Brian*- 
COURT, to behold theinfide of one ofthefe 
charnelhoufes, would have coft him his lifci 
had not his brother come in time to his a£Bft- 
ance with Ibme military ; he was aflaulted by 
a number of Perfees when he entered thegate, 
as he had been watched by them when, he 
got up to the wall. I was befides fb fortu- 
nate, that the attendant, who dwells near 
this place, at a fmall temple, where the holy 
fire is kept burning, happened to be gone to 
the city, fo that I was entirely alone in this 
folitary abode of death. 

Clambering up the wall, by means of the 
holes which were in it, 1 got as high as the 
opening through which the bodies were 
conveyed iq, and I found a crevice between 
the doors, of fufficient width to admit of my 
feeing how the bodies were difpofed ; it was 
a? follows s in the center of a fhelving floor 
of flone, which was laid from the wall, be- 
ginning a foot or a foot and a half below 
the threfhold of the doors, ajnd which went 
all round the building, was a large opening, 

or 
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or pit, and over it an iron grate, ferving 
to receive the moifture that trickled from 
"the putrifying bodies, and of which I could 
•not fee the bottom. 

This floor was divided into three circular 
tows j the uppermoft, or that which was 
neareft to* the wall, was appropriated for 
the bodies of men, the fecond for thofe of 
women, and the third, which was the 
fmalleft, for children ; and this lafb, when 
riie bodies were confiimed by the birds, and 
the'adion of the air, ferved like wife as- a 
common receptacle for the bones, which 
either Aid down, or were thrown there, from 
time to time. 

Every corpfe had a-Teparate partition in 
which it lay, provided with a border of 
about an inch in height, above, below, and 
on each fide; between which, and the next 
partition,' a narrow grove was made, by 
which the moiflure could flow down into 
the opening, in the center j and the aper- 
tures, which were made for the water to 
flow from every corpfe, were fo arranged, 
that the fluid exfuding from one, did not 
•unite with that of another, till in the central 
fink. 
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In the row of the women I faw a body 
half confumed, and many entire. Ikeletons in 
other places 

Thevenot 

♦ OviNGTON gives a mofl: ftriking pidure of tliis loa&- 
foiiie fcene, in the following words : “ The burying-plac* rf 
«« the Perfees is an object the moft dreadful, and of Aft' 
moft horrid profpe<5V, in the world, and much more fright** 
ful than a field of llaughtered men. It contains a num- 
ber of carcafTes of very different^ difagreeable colours ancl 
“ afpeds. Some are feen there bleeding frefh, but fo torn 
** by the vultures that croud upon the walls, that their faces 
refcmble that of a death’s head, with the eyeballs out, and 
“ all the Eefh upon the cheeks picked off. And on the 
** fiefhy part of the body, where the ravenous biid tailed a 
more delicious morfel, are eaten feveral large holes, and 
all the '(kin on every part is mangled and torn, by the 
Iharp beaks of theft devouring creatures. Here was a leg# 
and there an arm, here lay half, and there the quarter, of 
a nxan. Some looked as if they were partly jelly, others 
were hardened like tanned leather, by the various operations 
of the fun and weather upon them. Here lay one pick- 
ed as clean as a ikeleton, near that, anc^her with the fkin 
in fome parts green, in others yellow, and the whole fo 
difcoloured, as if all within were putrifaiftion. A fight 
«« terrible enough almofl: to affright an hungry vulture from 
his prey. But thefe birds are mo'ft delighted with thefe 
^ difmalobjeasj and that noifome fmell which evaporates 
from the dead corpfe, affords a pleafant..odour to their 
« fenfes. The flench of the bodies is intolerable, and o£ 
malignity fufficientto ffrike any man dead that would en- 
“ duxt itj and yet the vulture* choofc to fit to the leeward 

upon 
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XsEVENOT writes, that the who 

ftill remain in Perjia, efpecially in the 
province oP Carmenia^ fet the bodies of their 
dead upright, in a place walled in for that 
purpcfe ; and left the body ftiould fall, they 
put a forked inftrnment under the chin, to 
hoW it up ; they leave it in this pofture, till 
the crows have picked out the eyes ; and if 
they begin by the right eye, they think the 
deceafed is happy, and then put the body 
upright, in a place walled in, which they 
call the ^hite grave ; but if the crows be- 
gin by the left eye, they think the deceafed 
is miferable, and put the body into the black 
grave. Thefe graves, he fays, are pits, or 
wells, raifed fome fathoms high of earth, 
where they put the bodies ftark naked, co- 
vering only the privities with a rag. He 
further adds, that the gfeateft kindnefs the 
guebres thivik they can do to a dead man^ 
is to kill for his lake a great many frogs. 

Upon the wall, luxurioufly to fuck up, and indulge their 
fmell with theie deadly foul . vapours. Some of thefe 
glutted birds were fo cloyed and crainme4 with human 
flefh, that they feemed fcarce able to take wing, and the 
f* feathers of others were much moulted away, by this kind 
^ of rank feeding.” Page 379. 
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ler{)ents,, and other reptiles But nothing 
of all this takes place among the Perfees at 
Surat, as I have been afliired by feveral peo- 
ple, of whom I made enquiries on the Ihb- 
jed: "f*. 

Forty roods from the repofitories, or 
tbmbs, which I have defcribed, Hands a 
fquare cifterii; of water, where the corpfe 
is wafhed by the relations, before it is car- 
ried into the tomb j and no Perfee may ap- 
proach near to the repofitory, much left 
may look into it. If the firft be done in- 
advertently,, which, however, feldom hap- 
pens, his clothes muft be burnt, hia body 
wafhed cle^n, and purified by the priefts; 
befides which he muft perform fome heavy 
penance. 

Near this lavatory is a fmall four-cor- 
nered temple, covered with a fort of cupola, 
in which a little fire is kept alight, or 
fmouldering, night and day, by one of their 
nation, who has like wife the care over the 
burying-places. 

* See Suite du Voyage iu Ltvmi, tom. Ill# page 389 t® 

f Yet we have feen that Ovington mentions the fame 
fuperftitious opinion, with refpe£t to which eye is firft picked 
mt by the birds, as prevalent alfo at Surat* Y*, 
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The bodies which have once been carried 
into the repofitory, may never again come 
out of it ; and if, by accident, any one who 
might be carried in for dead, were to re*- 
cover again, and give figns of life, the car- 
riers of the dead, who are obliged to look 
particularly hereto, are bound to dilpatch 
him efFedlually, without delay ; of which, it 
is faid, that there have' formerly been in- 
fiances. 

They believe, that if any one were to 
return again out of the tomb, God would 
be lb incenfed, that he would forbid the 
earth to bring forth fruits, and that the moft 
dreadful dilafters would befal all the inhabi- 
tants of the country. 


END OF VOEUME THE SECONDi 



